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Catholic Doctrine 

• Dogma and Doctrine 

• Truth -- Authority 

• Creed Overview – the Fundamentals 

• The Holy Trinity 

– God the Father 

– Jesus 

– Holy Spirit 

• The Church (One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic) 

 



Dogma 

• a truth appertaining to faith or morals, 
revealed by God, transmitted from the 
Apostles in the Scriptures or by tradition, and 
proposed by the Church for the acceptance of 
the faithful. 

–  Implies a twofold relation:  

• Divine revelation  

• the authoritative teaching of the Church. 



Doctrine 

• A belief or set of beliefs held and taught by 
the Church. 

– The Creed 

– Catechism 

– Catechesis 

– Magisterium 

• The knowledge imparted by the Church - 
teaching/evangelizing the Truth.  



Dogma, Doctrine, Theology 



The Truth 
– Two type of truth – Subjective & Objective 
– Two types of faith (Fulton J Sheen): 

• Subjective Faith = our response to the truth 
• Objective Faith = the TRUTH  

– how do we sort it all out? 
– how do we KNOW what is Truth 
– what is the TRUE revelation of scripture??? 

– THE TRUTH  
• John 1:1 The Word became flesh…. 
• John 8:31-32; “the TRUTH will set you free” 
• John 14:6; “I am the way, THE TRUTH and the life” 
• John 16:7,13-14; “But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. 

For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
send him to you… But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will 
guide you to all truth. He will not speak on his own, but he will speak 
what he hears, and will declare to you the things that are coming. He 
will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it 
to you.” 

• OK … How?   When? 
 



Jesus = The Spirit 
 

• The link between the two volumes…the Ascension. 

• Mt 28:19-20 “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." 

• So when did the Church start?  When did the Spirit of Truth come? 

• Pentecost = AA 2:1-4; “When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place 
together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the 
entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted 
and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to 
speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.” 

• John 16:13, “But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth.” 

• Tim 3:15; “you should know how to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.” 

•  Add 2 Pt 1:20 and 2 Pt 3:15-18 

The Gospel of Luke The Acts of the Apostles 

Vol I: The life of Christ on earth  Vol. II:  The life of Christ in the Church 

The Word made Flesh – The BODY The Mystical BODY – The SPIRIT 
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Luke the Evangelist 





The Creed (Nicene Creed) 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

• One God in three. 

• St Anselm “God is that which nothing higher can be thought of”. 

• We attempt to define God in human terms…If there is suffering and 
evil, how can God be all loving….? 

• St. Augustine “si comprehendis non est deus” “If you can grasp it, it 
isn’t God”. 

• God is not a being in the world…in competition…God is being itself. 

• St Thomas Aquinas 5 Proofs for God: 
– The first mover 

– The first maker 

– Contingency 

– The most perfect being 

– Intelligent design  

 



God the Father - Creator 

• God the creator as revealed in the Old Testament: 
– “The New lies hidden in the Old and the Old is revealed in the New”.  St Augustine 
– Genesis 1: 1-2  “In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth 

and the earth was without form or shape, with darkness over the abyss and a 
mighty wind sweeping over the waters.” 

– Genesis 1:26  “Let us make man in our own image” 
• God the Creator  “Let there be light” 
• The Son the witness – “God saw that it was good” 
• The Holy Spirit – water and Spirit, love that binds 



God The Father – Revealed in Scripture  

• Creator – Principle - Unbegotten 
• Procession – Son/Word from the mind of the 

Father 
• Leads His “chosen people” to Salvation “promised 

land”. 
• Old and New Testaments = same God. 

– Love – discipline – salvation  (“tough love”) 
– Old is to be read in a spiritual sense; in conjunction 

with the New (as in Mass). 

• Covenants  
– (Adam-Noah-Abraham-Moses-David-Jesus) 



Doctrine 

• Questions? 

– Dogma & Doctrine  

– Authority and Truth 

– The Father 



God the Son - Jesus 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 

 



God the Son – One in Being 



God the Son - Jesus 
• John 1:1-3  “In the beginning was the Word and the was with God 

and the Word was God…and the Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us” 

• Gal 4:4-6  “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom those under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption.  As proof that you are 
children, God sent the spirit of his on into our hearts, crying out, 
“Abba, Father!”  

• Why did God become Man? 
– To save us from our sins (forgiveness) 

– Show us God’s love…how to love. 

– Be an example of holiness 

– So that we might be partakers in His divine nature. 

• True God and True Man (the Church had to fight many heresies) 

• Begotten – generated – proceeds from the Father 
 

 



God the Son - Jesus 



Jesus’ Destination 



Doctrine 

• Questions? 

– Begotten – Proceeds from the Father? 

– True God – True Man (Hypostatic union)? 

– Why become man? 



The Holy Spirit 

• I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

 



The Holy Spirit 

– God so love the world that he gave his only begotten son, the 
son so loved the world that he gave us the Spirit, the Church, 
that he might dwell with us forever. 

– The Holy Spirit is the result of the Love of the Father and the 
Son…just like a child is the result of the love of a husband and 
wife.  We exemplify the trinity in our love for one another. 

– Jesus proclaims that Spirit will come “proceeds from the 
Father and the Son”.  “The Spirit of Truth” Jn 16 

– The Breadth of the Father and the Son – God’s will “Spirates” 
the Holy Spirit.  Procession of Love. 

– The Breadth of life….“Baptize in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit”. etc 



The Trinity 

• One God 
– One Supreme being 

– 3 equal yet distinct Persons in one 
Godhead. 

– The central mystery of the Christian life. 

– God is the eternal and unchanging Father; 
Unbegotten  

– The Son is consubstantial (Begotten from 
the mind of God-the same substance). 

– The Holy Spirit is consubstantial with the 
Father and the Son.(Spirated) 

– Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the 
Scriptures by which God reveals himself to 
us. 



The Church 

• I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 



The Church 



The 4 Marks of the Church 

1. One 

2. Holy 

3. Catholic 

4. Apostolic 

 

 

 

 



Authority 
• God gave us His Son so that we might be saved 

• The Father and the Son Breathed The Holy Spirit (Spirated) 

• The Spirit Guides the Church – The Truth 

• The authority of Truth. 

• Reason needs least authority 

• Faith requires the MOST authority 

• John 16:13, “But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all 
truth.” 

• Tim 3:15; “you should know how to behave in the household of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.” 

• 2 Peter 20-21, “Know this first of all, that there is no prophecy of scripture 
that is a matter of personal interpretation, for no prophecy ever came 
through human will; but rather human beings moved by the holy Spirit spoke 
under the influence of God.” 

 

 
 

 





Doctrine 

• Questions? 

– Holy Spirit – Spiration – Breath ? 

– Mystical Body? 

– The Church - Authority? 

 

 



Summary - Catholic Doctrine 

• Dogma and Doctrine 

• Who Is God? 

• Creed Overview – the Fundamentals 

• The Holy Trinity 

– God the Father 

– Jesus 

– Holy Spirit 

• The Church (One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic) 


