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The Church



The Church – What is it?

• Some say the church is “figurative language” for a group of 
people with a common belief in Christ.
– “The church is a group of people”
– EKKLESIA – Greek; gathering of people.

• The mystical body of Christ; ONE BODY.
– 1Cor 12:12-13 Rom 12:4-5 Eph 3:6 Eph 4:3-5
– AA 15:3-4 Col 1:18 1Tim 3:15 Mt 18:17-18

• Jesus came to bring us the Church
• The Kingdom of God on earth.
• The Assembly of the New Covenant.
• God’s plan from the beginning…
• Gal 4:4-7, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom 
those under the law, so that we might receive adoption.”



The Church – What is it?

• Jesus came to bring all people to the Father.
• The Church is the invisible body of Christ on earth, 

contains and communicates the invisible grace of God 
to all, and is by analogy a sacrament.  CCC774

• The Church is both visible and spiritual, a hierarchical 
society, and Mystical Body of Christ.  She is one yet 
formed of two components, human and divine.  This is 
her mystery which only faith can accept.  CCC779

• The saving work of Christ is communicated through the 
sacraments of the Church.  The Church is missionary in 
her very nature because Jesus Christ came to save all, 
and called the disciples to spread the “good news”.  
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church.



Where Did It Come From?
• From the beginning….

• God’s call of Abraham to be the “father” of nations.

• Israelites were God’s chosen people.

• Moses led them out of slavery, through the cleansing waters, 
and gave them the law.

• David built and led a Kingdom (Davidic Dynasty)

• All fulfilled through Christ. (The Son of David)

• Christ brings the New law, perfect fulfillment of the old law, 
– MT 5:17, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.”

• Jesus crucified/rose/ascended….The Spirit came….A Church 
was born.

• When the Son’s work was finished, God sent the Spirit, on 
Pentecost, to remain with and sanctify the Church.



The Truth
1Tim 3:15; “you should know how to behave in the household of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.”
– Two types truth, subjective & objective
– Two Types of faith (Fulton J Sheen):

• Subjective Faith = our response to the truth
• Objective Faith = the TRUTH 

– how do we sort it all out?
– how do we KNOW
– what is the TRUE revelation of scripture???

– THE TRUTH 
• John 1:1 The Word became flesh….
• John 8:31-32; “the TRUTH will set you free”
• John 14:6; “I am the way, THE TRUTH and the life”
• John 16:7,13-14; “But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I 

do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 
you… But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. 
He will not speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will 
declare to you the things that are coming. He will glorify me, because he will 
take from what is mine and declare it to you.”

• OK … How?   When?



Jesus = The Spirit

• The link between the volumes…the Ascension.

• Mt 28:19-20 “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age."

• So when did the Church start?  When did the Spirit of Truth come?

• Pentecost = AA 2:1-4; “When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one 
place together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, 
and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as 
of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with 
the holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 
proclaim.”

The Gospel of Luke The Acts of the Apostles

Vol I: The life of Christ on earth Vol. II:  The life of Christ in the Church

The Word made Flesh – The BODY The Mystical BODY – The SPIRIT

Body - Natural Spirit - SupernaturalA
sc

en
si

o
n

Luke the Evangelist authored two books in the New Testament









Natural & Supernatural

• At the 
conception of 
Jesus in the flesh 
in the womb of 
“The Woman”, 
two were 
present:

1. The Holy Spirit

2. Mary

• At Pentecost the 
conception of 
the Mystical 
body

1. The Holy Spirit

2. Mary



The Structure of the Church

• The clergy and the laity form the “Corporate Structure” of the 
Church.

• Hierarchy (Greek roots; “rules of the high priest”)

• Hierarchy and Structure comes from Scripture/Jesus!
– Calls the 72 to spread the good news (Luke)

– Calls 12 Apostles (12 tribes of Israel)

– Calls 3 (transfiguration, Garden of Gethsemane) Peter, James & John.

– Calls Simon Peter to lead and feed “my sheep”.

• The disciples all looked to Peter.  He is the authority in Acts of the 
Apostles.  All look to Peter to validate the faith.
– Luke 22:28-32; "It is you who have stood by me in my trials, and I confer a kingdom 

on you, just as my Father has conferred one on me, that you may eat and drink at 
my table in my kingdom; and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. “Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded to sift all of you* like wheat,
but I have prayed that your own faith may not fail; and once you have turned back, 
you must strengthen your brothers.”

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/22#50022031-2


The Four Marks of the Church

1. ONE

2. Holy 

3. Catholic

4. Apostolic



The Four Marks of the Church
“One of the seven angels who held the seven bowls filled with the 

seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come here. I will show 

you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” He took me in spirit to a great, 

high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down 

out of heaven from God…The wall of the city had twelve courses of 

stones as its foundation, on which were inscribed the twelve names 

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” Rev 21:9-10,14



The Four Marks of the Church

1. ONE

2. Holy 

3. Catholic

4. Apostolic

CCC 750 

To believe that the Church is "holy" and "catholic," and that she is 

"one" and "apostolic" (as the Nicene Creed adds), is inseparable 

from belief in God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the 

Apostles‘ Creed we profess "one Holy Church", and not to believe 

in the Church, so as not to confuse God with his works and to 

attribute clearly to God's goodness all the gifts he has bestowed on 

his Church.



The Four Marks of the Church

The Church is One
“One body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of 

your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all”. Eph 4:4-6

• One origin, God.  One body of Christ, unified by the Holy Spirit.

• Unity in faith.  The full deposit of faith.  Since the time of the apostles

• Unity in governance. The office of Peter and apostolic succession

• Unity in worship; the mass, the Eucharist and all other sacraments.

• Diversity in cultures, offices, ministries, vocations, hierarchy; yet united, ONE.

• Heresy and schism throughout history have injured this unity.



The Four Marks of the Church

The Church is Holy
“I do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you keep them 
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I belong 
to the world. Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent 

me into the world, so I sent them into the world. And I consecrate myself for 
them, so that they also may be consecrated in truth.” JN 17:15-19

• Holy as her Founder is holy, Jesus Christ, who sent the Spirit to sanctify the Church

• Holiness is the call; we are all called to be holy as the heavenly Father is holy.

• Holiness is her ability to sanctify others.  Through Jesus and the sacraments.

• Holiness is the saints, especially Mary the Mother of God.  Examples of holiness to 
follow.

• Although the Church is holy, her members are sinners and imperfect; all are a work 
in progress.



The Four Marks of the Church

The Church is Catholic
“Now to him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept 
secret for long ages but now manifested through the prophetic writings 
and, according to the command of the eternal God, made known to all 

nations to bring about the obedience of faith.” ROM 16:25-26

• The Church is “catholic” which means universal.  It is meant for the salvation of all.

• Jesus sent the apostles to preach to all nations and to baptize all into the Body of 
Christ.

• Through the Church, Jesus gives us all that we need for salvation.

• The Church is present in every nation and culture, none are excluded.

• Through baptism (in the Trinity) Christians of all denominations are in an imperfect 
way joined to the Catholic Church as it is ONE.



The Four Marks of the Church

The Church is Apostolic
“Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age..” MT 28:18-20

• Built by Jesus on His apostles.

• As the Father sent the Son, so the Son sent His apostles, with His authority.

• This authority does not stop but is handed down to the pope and bishops

• Preserved from error by the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of Truth).  

• Christ’s teachings are preserved and handed down by the Church.

“Jesus] said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.”  JN 20:20-23



The Four Marks of the Church

The significance of the Four Marks of the Church
• Apostolicity is the foundation of the Church and the other 

marks flow from it and depend upon it. (authority of Jesus)

• All we need to be holy comes through the one true Church 
founded by Jesus.

• It is TRUE;  Because Jesus said so…



Summary – The Church

• What do we mean by “Church”?

• Why is the Church One?

• Why is the Church is Holy?

• Why is the Church Catholics?

• Why is the Church Apostolic?

• Why is Apostolicity important?


