
C A S E  S T A T E M E N T



GOD OUR FATHER, 
You established our parish family 25 years ago as a 
humble dwelling place for your Son and a spiritual 
home for our families. Thank you for your countless 
blessings and for those, past and present, who have 

labored in love to make St. Mark a community of 
faith, love, and service. Please bless our campaign as 
we respond to your blessings by building a church, 

a community to worship as ONE. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen

campaign prayer



Brothers and sisters,
We’re finally doing it! After 25 years in temporary buildings, we’re 
building our first church. So many parishioners have waited for this 
moment and so many have sacrificed so much to bring us to this historic 
moment. We are embarking on our Building a Community to Worship 
as ONE campaign to bring to completion our master plan and fulfill the 
promise we made long ago.

Jesus once said, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” And 
stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers!” (Matt 12:46-50). You, the parishioners of 
St. Mark, are my family, and I know you consider St. Mark to be your 
family. My heart was so saddened when the doors of our church were 
closed due to the coronavirus and our parish family was physically 
separated. It was during that time that I truly shared Jesus’ longing and 
sorrowful heart when he said, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 
with you” (Luke 22:15).

Before celebrating the Last Supper, Jesus sent his disciples ahead of him 
to prepare the Upper Room where they would celebrate the institution 
of the Eucharist. Today, Jesus is calling us to prepare a sacred space 
where there is room for everyone to gather around the table of the Lord 
at St. Mark.

I encourage you to read through this 
document, which highlights our rich history, our 
current challenges, the design of our new church and 
the significant impact it will have on our community for 
generations to come. Together with our religious education 
building and Parish Activities Center (PAC), the church will 
be the spiritual crown of our parish.  The new church will also 
free up the PAC so that we can strengthen and expand our 
40+ parish ministries which in turn help us grown in faith, 
celebrate community, and serve God.

I invite you to join me in this historic and exciting time 
by making a pledge to the capital campaign so that we can 
bring to completion the great work that God and so many 
parishioners have already begun. What is most important is 
not the amount of your gift but the measure of your sacrifice. 
No gift is too small. Jesus told us that the widow who 
contributed a mite gave more than the rest because she gave 
out of her sustenance while others gave from their surplus. 
My brothers and sisters, give in the measure that you have 
received, give in faith, and give with a cheerful heart for we 
are Building a Community to Worship as ONE. 

With love, prayer and thanks,

FR. GEORGE 
PASTOR

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to be a God-centered Catholic community of Faith 

which teaches, evangelizes and ministers to the needs of God’s people.

PASTOR’S LETTER



OUR ROOTS
In 1990, we planted the seeds of what is now a vibrant faith community. We began by 
building a multipurpose center, which was designed to serve as a temporary mission 
church for Immaculate Conception Church. Consecrated as St. Mark in 1993, 
Bishop Delaney established St. Mark as a parish with Fr. Eugene Sweeney, SM serving as 
its first pastor in 1995.

God’s commandment to “be fruitful and multiply” is just what we did! Within a dozen 
years the number of parishioners quadrupled, and it became clear to parish leaders that 

We have been a part of the family here at 
St. Mark since its infancy. It is amazing how it 

has grown and become a part of our lives. We are 
so happy and proud to be able to give back from 

God’s blessings and help build the new church 
building. The Capital Campaign will allow us to 

build a lasting community to worship as ONE as a 
testimony to the wonderful, generous, and giving 

families of St. Mark.”
LEO AND JEANETTE WEHKAMP

HONORARY CHAIRS, BUILDING COMMITTEE CHAIR

1990  |  A multipurpose 
center was built on 
Pennsylvania Drive as a 
temporary home as a mission 
church of Immaculate 
Conception Church.

1995  |  Bishop Joseph 
Delaney establishes 
St. Mark as a parish 
with Fr. Eugene 
Sweeney, SM as its 
first pastor.

2007  |  Fr. Tim Thompson succeeded 
Fr. Klobuka.

Two-phase expansion plan is designed 
to build a multi-purpose Parish Activity 
Center with worship space and a new 
church in new location: 27 acres of 
land in south Denton area.

2004  |  Fr. John 
Klobuka succeeded 
Fr. Sweeney.

1993  |  The mission was 
consecrated and given 
the name St. Mark.

1996  |  400 registered families

2007  |  1,200 
registered 
families

2011  |  Fr. George 
joins the parish as 
the new pastor.

1,400 registered 
families

timeline

Building Committee 



ADDRESSING OUR NEEDS
Catholic churches are meant to be sacred spaces that represent 
heaven on Earth. They are consecrated (set aside) for the exclusive 
use of worshiping God. At St. Mark, our current worship space is 
a multipurpose room used for galas, Christmas parties, retreats, 
conferences and youth events. In the 25-year history of our parish, 
we’ve never celebrated the sacred mysteries in a true church 
building. Furthermore, an increasing number of parishioners and 
guests come to St. Mark for Mass and don’t have a place to sit. Many 
must stand or watch Mass on a TV screen in the chapel and narthex.

At St. Mark, we are known for making our faith family and visitors 
feel welcome, comfortable and connected. We will continue to be 
fruitful and multiply and many more will move here and call 
St. Mark their home. One of the best ways to continue offering 
warm hospitality is by offering a space where our entire community 
can gather to pray and celebrate the sacred mysteries as ONE.
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“The community of St. Mark has been longing for a 
sanctuary for two and half decades. Over the course of 
this journey, our congregation has multiplied and has 
become a tight-knit faith community that we are all 
humbled and blessed to be part of. God’s spirit of charity 
and generosity has drawn us closer together even as we 
grow in size and diversity of faith and life experiences. 
Our hearts search for a closer union with God, and 
we seek a space to know Him better and to 
continuously offer ourselves to Him. Having 
a reverent, beautiful space where we can 
come together to receive the sacred 
Eucharist will bring each of us closer 
to our Lord and to one another in 
the bond of Christian unity.”
DAN KULLE
CAMPAIGN CABINET
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2014  |  On December 7, 
Bishop Michael F. Olson 
celebrates the Rite of 
Blessing and Dedication 
of the new parish home.

2015  |  St. Mark started 
planning for new church.

2013  |  Construction 
begins on Parish 
Activity Center (20,800 
square feet) and 
religious education 
building (11,700 
square-feet).

we needed a larger location to accommodate the growth. So, in 2008, St. Mark 
Church purchased 27 acres of land and designed a master plan to construct a 
Parish Activity Center (PAC) a religious education building and, finally, a church. 
In August 2013 construction began on the PAC and religious education building. 
We celebrated the completion of the PAC and religious education building on 
December 7, 2014, which was marked by a blessing and dedication Mass offered 
by Bishop Olson.

Now, shortly after our 25th anniversary as a parish, it’s time 
to build our first church! 

2014  |  1,800 
registered 
families

2021  |  2,700 
registered families

Dedication of new church 
scheduled for 

December 3, 2023.

2020  |  A planning study 
is conducted, and a capital 
campaign is approved to raise the 
money to build the new church.



“I REJOICED WHEN THEY SAID TO ME 
‘LET US GO TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.’” (PSALM 121:1)

Church is home for the soul and the Eucharist is the spiritual 
and communal feast that nourishes us week after week. After being 

separated from our spiritual home during the pandemic, we will 
never forget the joy of being reunited in the house of the Lord 

as a family of faith. 



HIGHLIGHTS 
• Square feet: 34,185
• Pews for seating 1,800, more than double our           

current capacity
• Attractive Spanish mission-style design in keeping 

with our other parish buildings
• Beautiful, inspiring and intimate interior that draws 

people to Christ
• Energy-efficient heating, cooling and lighting systems 
• Two cry rooms with restrooms attached
• Bridal changing room
• 457 additional parking spaces 

CHURCH CONSTRUCTION
ESTIMATED COST: $17.5 MILLION
Paid for by:

$6.5 MILLION 
savings

$6 MILLION 
capital campaign

$5 MILLION 
diocesan loan
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A CHURCH THAT INSPIRES, 
WELCOMES, AND EVANGELIZES
To foster an awareness of the presence of God, there is perhaps no 
sign or symbol more effective than a Catholic church. The beauty and 
noble simplicity of our new church will immediately inspire a spirit 
of reverence. Every part of the church will be designed in a way that 
draws our hearts, minds and souls into prayer, community and the 
desire to evangelize.

As you enter through the main doors of the church, the narthex will 
be a spacious place to gather and greet one another. The narthex will 
open to the main body of the church. No galas, parties, or conferences 
will take place, only worship. It will be God’s house. This will be our 
spiritual home, where we as a community will be able to worship as 
ONE body of Christ.
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All church images and plans are not final.



CAMPAIGN GOALS AND COSTS

$6 MILLION 
CELEBRATION 

GOAL 
We reach our 

campaign goal and 
diocesan loan will 

be $5 million.

$7 MILLION 
CHALLENGE 

GOAL 
We reduce our 

diocesan loan to 
$4 million.

$8 MILLION 
VICTORY 

GOAL 
We reduce our 

diocesan loan to 
$3 million.

The Diocese of Fort Worth requires St. Mark to have 65% of the 
total funds ($17.5 million) on hand of which 40% needs to be 
in cash ($7 million), and 25% in pledges ($4.5 million) before 
construction may begin. After achieving the Celebration Goal 
of $6 million, additional pledges will be used to reduce our 
loan amount/debt.

St. Mark’s Capital Campaign is more than an 
initiative or event with a defined timeline, it is 

a calling. A calling to all parishioners to help 
expand God’s footprint in this world, so that 

others will come to know Him, and will have a 
place to call their church home. Through the 

Capital Campaign, God is working through us, 
to build a rock – a new church home that will 

provide spiritual enrichment to our children 
and grandchildren for generations to come, 

and where the keys to the kingdom are shared 
through the word of God. As the Gospel of 

Matthew 16:18-19, states, ‘And so I say to you, 
you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.’”
DEE FINCHER

CAMPAIGN CABINET

The blessings of our 
community have been 
abundant and ever evolving 
over the years as our church 
family strives to follow 
His word and to invite the 
faithful into our home. We 
are at a stepping point now 
as we pray that our efforts 
will serve God and further 
solidify his works within 
our community. The 
Capital Campaign is the 
conduit for this and more, 
the seed of the future.”
BRIAN AND MELISSA RUSH
ST. MARK PARISHIONERS



In my 61 years, I have attended Mass 
in hundreds of churches, in the 

United States and in other countries. 
While there were glorious basilicas, I 

recall that some were simply constructed 
of wood by faithful hands in tiny 

communities. A few were built on the site 
of miracles. But they have in common 

that they were built for adoring at Mass, 
receiving the Eucharist, welcoming in 

baptism, joining in marriage, letting go 
at funerals, learning the Word, praying, 

singing, gathering as community. I joyfully 
support this capital campaign to build our 

first St. Mark Church. I pledge my time, 
talent, and treasure to show gratitude for 

the past, to share in the present, and to 
leave a legacy for the future – a timeless 

gift from all of us to God, our community, 
and all who follow.”

CLAIRE NIESWIADOMY
CAMPAIGN CABINET



WAYS TO 
PARTICIPATE

CASH
Most parishioners use cash, check or credit card to fulfill their commitments 
since it allows St. Mark to address its immediate needs. 

SECURITIES 
Appreciated charitable gifts of stocks, bonds or mutual funds offer special 
tax advantages and can be a great way to provide a significant gift to St. Mark.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION
A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) is a distribution of funds from 
an IRA owned by an individual who is age 70½ or older. The distribution 
is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified organization, such as St. Mark. 
Because the gift goes directly to the St. Mark Campaign Fund at the 
Advancement Foundation without passing through your hands, the dollar 
amount of the gift may be excluded from your taxable income.

REAL ESTATE
Gifts of property entitle you to an 
income tax deduction equal to the 
full market value with no tax on 
capital gains. 

LIFE INSURANCE 
You may donate an existing or new 
policy by simply naming St. Mark 
as the owner and beneficiary.

PLANNED GIFT 
This is the process of carefully selecting the best method and assets for 
making a charitable gift. A planned gift can enable you to take full advantage 
of the tax laws to accomplish their financial and charitable goals. A bequest 
contained in a will is the most common form of planned giving. 

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS 
A matching gift program provided through an employer or board 
membership may allow you to increase the size of your donation. Many 
companies match the charitable gifts of employees, retirees or board members. 

Note: Please do not interpret this information as legal advice. Instead, consult
 your own qualified professional adviser for specific recommendations. 

Our parish family, our 
local church St. Mark, 

is the way our Lord 
has established for the 

carrying out of His work 
in this age. It is a visible 

sign of God’s presence in 
our midst. It is not simply 
bricks and mortar, but the 

place in which all of us can 
participate in the building 
of His kingdom, the place 
where we can provide our 

brothers and sisters in 
Christ with fellowship and 
encouragement. Whatever 
our circumstances may be 
we all need one another’s 
love, prayers, concern and 

encouragement – the 
temple of God we are 

building provides us with 
a community to worship 

as ONE.”
JOY AND KEITH MEDLEY

CAMPAIGN CHAIR

A pledge is a non-binding commitment 
made in good faith. To make it easier for 
you to complete a pledge, we encourage 

commitments fulfilled over the three-year 
pledge period. You may satisfy a commitment 

through monthly, quarterly, semiannual or 
annual installments. Most parishioners use the 

options listed to fulfill a pledge. Pledges and 
donations are remitted through the 

St. Mark Campaign Fund at the Advancement 
Foundation of the Diocese of Fort Worth.

The Advancement Foundation is separately 
incorporated from the Diocese of Fort 

Worth, however, it serves the long term 
needs of the diocese, parishes and schools. 

All funds collected in the name of Building a 
Community to Worship as ONE - St. Mark 

Capital Campaign are restricted for the 
purposes of outlined in this case statement.

If you are interested in making a gift that 
is not in cash, check or credit card, please 

contact Dianna Rhoads with Advancement 
Foundation of the Diocese of Fort Worth at 

drhoads@adv-fdn.org or (817) 533-3174.



fulfilling your commitment

This chart serves as a guide 
as you prayerfully consider 

your level of support.  

  Initial 10%
      Total Gift  Investment Balance Monthly Quarterly Semiannual Annual

  $100,000 $10,000 $90,000 $2,500 $7,500 $15,000 $30,000

  $75,000 $7,500 $67,500 $1,875 $5,625 $11,250 $22,500

  $50,000 $5,000 $45,000 $1,250 $3,750 $7,500 $15,000

  $30,000 $3,000 $27,000 $750 $2,250 $4,500 $9,000

  $15,000 $1,500 $13,500 $375 $1,125 $2,250 $4,500

  $10,000 $1,000 $9,000 $250 $750 $1,500 $3,000

  $6,000 $600 $5,400 $150 $450 $900 $1,800

  $3,600 $360 $3,240 $90 $270 $540 $1,080

  $1,800 $180 $1,620 $45 $135 $270 $540

Note: The incremental payment 
examples are based on an 
initial 10 percent investment 
followed by the preferred 
payment plan for three years.   
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