
Intentional 
Discipleship

How we got here -

Where we are -

Where we are going -

How we get there from here -



Introduction

o Message: We cannot ride to heaven on the faith of others. 

o There were many older covenants before Jesus.  

o The New Covenant  
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What is a disciple?

o A disciple is a follower of Jesus, not one who is called 

(we are all called), 

but one who has also answered, “YES.” 

o “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent and believe in the gospel.”[Mark 1:15, RSVCE]

o A close relationship.   

o A committed (spousal) relationship.   

o A permanent relationship.   



What is Redemption?

Redemption is: 

“The restoration of man
from the bondage of sin
to the liberty of the children of God
through the satisfactions and merits of Christ.”

(From the Catholic Encyclopedia) 

Corporate satisfaction for sin of the whole human race 
for all time. 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09580c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14004b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10202b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm


Why Personal Repentance?

o Cooperation between God’s grace 

and man’s freedom.  
[CCC 1993]

o Jesus calls us all to 

conversion.
[CCC 1427]



What is Conversion?

Conversion is to: 

o Change one’s heart.

o Decide to follow Jesus. 

God made me to love Him and serve Him in this life, 

and to be happy with Him forever in the next. 
(Baltimore Catechism)

o Turn around.



The Capacity to Believe

“they only have the capacity to believe

placed within them by baptism 

and the presence of the Holy Spirit;…” 
(Pope St. John Paul II, Catechesi Tradendae, 19)

“The virtus fidei, the capacity to believe, 

must become actus fidei, explicit personal faith…” 
(Forming Intentional Disciples, Sherry Weddell, p. 108) 



Faith vs. Faith

o Intellectual assent is the necessary beginning faith 

for baptism. 

o Faith must grow in the baptized. 

“and we saw it, and testify to it, 

and proclaim to you the eternal life 

which was with the Father” 
(1 John 1:2) 



The Act of Faith

o “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,

the conviction of things not seen.” 
(Hebrews 11:1) 

o We must believe – that there will be firm footing for us 

when we step out in faith, when we can’t even see 

the ground beneath our feet. 



Why This Matters

o God is not searching to find minimalism. 

o As well as God, 

the adversary also, wants us very badly. 

o God wants each one of us to be a disciple, 

one of those who are “all-in” for Him.    

o We absolutely must persevere in charity 

in order to be saved.    



Our Participation 
in Christ’s Sacrifice

o [We can be] “partners, in a way known to God,
in the paschal mystery.” [CCC 618]

o “He calls His disciples to take up their cross
and follow Him” [CCC 618] 

o God makes us responsible 

for what He has taught us

o As our faith grows, our responsibility grows, 

as well as our rewards. 

o We should be always growing closer to Jesus 

in our walk with Him. 



Ongoing Conversion

o We can start relating with God, right here and now. 

o And in that relationship, learn to love Him. 

o Love is the key to our relationship with Him. 

o Obedience is the key to that love. 



Obedience

o He wanted their obedience more than 
blood sacrifice.  

o We show our love for Jesus by 

obedience to His word. 

o He gives us His personal call, 

if we are listening. 

o In order to be obedient, 

we need to know what He wants of us. 

o As we grow in Him, we get a better and better

understanding of what He wants in our lives. 



How do we do it?
o Conversion is that point at which we make our 

intentional, reasoned, decision to follow Jesus. 

o “Conversion means 

accepting, by a personal decision, 

the saving sovereignty of Christ, 

and becoming His disciple.”
(Pope St. John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio, 46)

o “…Christ Himself, [who] sent the apostles to make 

disciples of all nations, and baptize them….”
(Pope St. John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio, 46)

o Once we make a choice for Jesus, 

to spend the rest of our lives as His disciple, 

we are on the road. 



How do we do it?

Come and see -


