
  

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday:      4:00pm 
Sunday:  
  English:         8:00am 
                        10:30am              
    Brazilian:    12:00pm 

Week Day Mass Schedule 
9:00am  

 
Monday 

Wednesday 
Friday   

ST. MICHAEL PARISH 

Administrator:          Rev. Laurence “Ren” M. Tocci 
          x301 ~ frren@stmikes.org  
   

Xaverian Assistant:   Rev. Anthony Lalli, S.X. 
 
    

Music Director:          Donna McIntyre 
                                  donna@stmikes.org 
 
 
Administrator   Vina Sousa 
Assistant:           office@stmikes.org 

Finance & Operations  Helena Siciliano - x304 
Manager:  helena@stmikes.org 
 
 

Baptisms & Weddings: Pat Conte 
   x306 ~ pconte@stmikes.org 
 
Director of                Paula O’Brien - x309 

Faith Formation:           Faithformation@stmikes.org       

 
 

Custodians:            Antonio Gonçalves 
             Francisco Pinheiro 

Welcome New Parishioners 
We welcome you to the community of St. Michael. 
Please introduce yourself to the priest, call or visit the 
Parish Center or visit us online at www.stmikes.org to fill 
out a registration form. As a parish committed to the vi-
sion of stewardship, we encourage your involvement by 
sharing with us your God given gifts of time, talent and 
treasure.  For detailed information about our ministries, 
parish activities and contact persons, refer to our parish 
website. 
 
Baptisms 
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sun-
day of the month at 2:00pm.  Baptism catechesis for the 
parent(s) and godparent(s) is held on the 1st Sunday of 
the month at 1:00pm amd 2:30pm.  Register online at 
www.stmikes.org or call the Parish Center  and ask for 
Pat Conte ext. 306.   
 

First  Eucharist and Confirmation 
A complete preparation process is REQUIRED for each 
sacrament.  Please contact the Faith Formation office for 
information. 

Marriage 
Arrangements MUST be made at least 6 months prior to 
the intended date of the wedding. Please call the Parish 
Center to schedule your date and make an appointment 
to speak with Pat Conte our wedding coordinator.  
 

Ministry of the Sick 
Please notify us if there is a sick or aged family member 
or friend who would like to receive the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick and/or Holy Communion at home. 
 
Sacrament of  Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Saturdays from 2:30 to 3:30 PM in the lower church.   
  
RCIA  
If you have not been baptized or were baptized but have 
not received First Eucharist, Reconciliation or Confir-
mation, please contact Sheila Mahoney at 978-562-
3148, call or email the Parish Center. 
 
St. Michael’s Cemetery 
Cemetery lots are available. For information contact  
Helena at the Parish Office. 

21 Manning Street, Hudson, MA  01749 
  Phone:  978-562-2552   Fax:  978-568-1761 

  Faith Formation Phone: 978-562-7662 
www.stmikes.org 

office@stmikes.org 

@stmikes_hudson 

 

facebook.com/stmikes.hudson 
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Saint Michael Parish, Hudson, MA 

Bread and Wine in Memory of 
John & Angelina Botelho 

 
Offertory Collection   

$5,543.00 
From the Business Office 

   Weekly Income   
        Needed                 Income Received  
   To Meet Expenses             Through September 13 
       $12,000.00     $6,684.00 
 

Second Collections in September 
                            9/19     Clergy Benefit Trust 

              9/26     Religious Education      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday      September 19, 2020    
  4:00pm  St. Michael Parishioners 
     
Sunday        September 20,  2020       
 8:00am     Manuel DaSilva 
   
10:30am  Dick & Irene Smith 
                
Monday  September 21, 2020 
 9:00am    Manuel Batista 
    
Wednesday  September 23,  2020 
 9:00am    Julia Ziter   
 
Friday                      September 25,  2020                        
 9:00am             
  
Saturday  September 26,  2020        
 4:00pm  Rosemarie Brophy 
            
Sunday           September 27, 2020            
8:00am   St. Michael Parishioners 
     
10:30am   Alan Gidliotti 
 
 
If you have requested a Mass intention and would like to 
have a family member present the gifts, please see an  
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion before the 
start of the Mass.    

 

**PARISH CENTER HOURS**  
 

Monday/Tuesday—9:00am-3:00pm 
Thursday/Friday—9:00am-3:00pm 

Open Your Heart: A Catholic Women’s Bible Study 
We invite you to join Opening Your Heart: The Starting Point, 
a Bible study that will take you on an exciting journey closer to 
the heart of God. A group of women from our parish began this 
22-lesson Bible study this past spring and found it to be an in-
credibly effective path to deep transformation of the heart. It’s 
not too late to join! We will resume the virtual bi-monthly 
study on Monday, September, 21, 2020 @ 6:30pm via ZOOM. 
No previous studies or Bible study experience is necessary. 
You can participate safely from the comfort of your home! 
All you need is a computer or tablet with an internet connection 
that is capable of web conferencing via this link Zoom virtual 
meeting (help navigating  this technology is available). Also 
needed is a study book which can be ordered through this link 
from the Walking with Purpose program website: https://
shop.walkingwithpurpose.com/collections/study-guides/
products/opening- your-heart-study-guide. 
Interested in learning more? Check out h ttps://
walkingwithpurpose.com/. Questions? Email Joyce Rossignol 
at jm.rossi@comcast.net with any questions you may have. 
Want to join the study? Register by sending an email to Abby 
Cahill at lau.abigail@gmail.com to provide your email address 
and contact info so we can send you the Zoom meeting ID/link 
before our first meeting. 
We welcome all women in the parish, regardless of age and 
stage in life. 

Readings for the week of September 20, 2020 
 
Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 1:20c-24, 
27a/Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-
13 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34. 35, 
44 [35]/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163 
[105]/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 
17bc [1]/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4 [1]/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 
and 17 [1]/Lk 9:43b-45 

https://shop.walkingwithpurpose.com/collections/study-guides/products/opening-
https://shop.walkingwithpurpose.com/collections/study-guides/products/opening-
https://shop.walkingwithpurpose.com/collections/study-guides/products/opening-
http://walkingwithpurpose.com/
mailto:jm.rossi@comcast.net
mailto:lau.abigail@gmail.com
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September 20, 2020 

A Little Social Justice . . . 
 

A Little More on Social Justice . . . 
I’ve always been baffled by the fact that the more we discover about how the 
universe operates, the more cocky we get about denying the existence of God. 
To me, it seems obvious that if a rational mind can learn to comprehend the 
organization of our solar system, then it’s a logical deduction that a rational mind 
must have organized it. But instead of being over-awed by the genius of the 
cosmic symphony, our egos get inflated by our growing ability to read the sheet-
music. (To borrow from Lew Lehr: Humans is der cwwaziest peoples!)  
But beyond being puzzling in and of itself, I think this trend also accounts for our 
society’s expanding denial of objective truth. On its face, this might startle us as 
a contradiction: how can we have such confidence in the irrefutability of science 
on the one hand, and yet have such a blasé indifference to the universal quality 
of human behavior on the other? On a deeper investigation, though, we can see 
that the pernicious tyranny of our arrogance fuses these two opposing views of 
reality together like sloppily welded sheet metal. The more we unlock the pattern 
of our natural environment—through the earth sciences, astrophysics, and other 
fields of the natural sciences—the more we’re able to predict how those patterns 
will play out in the future. And the more we’re able to predict, the better we’re 
able to prepare, to compensate for them, and even to prevent them altogether. 
We delude ourselves into believing that we’ve become the masters of our realm; 
like Yertl the Turtle, we boast that we’re the ruler of all we can see. And if this is 
the case, then all areas of life can be subdued, mastered, and manipulated by 
our sheer will and intellect. In short, intellectual pursuits have ceased to be an 
ever-deeper inquiry into the truth, but rather have become the means to 
dominate and dictate reality. 
This arrogance extends itself into our philosophy of statecraft. Consequently, the 
State and its body of civil law is not obliged to conform to the natural law, but 
rather exists to assert itself over against the natural law. The individual person, 
with subjective tastes and disposition, coupled with an undefeatable personal 
will, becomes seen as the shaper of his or her own destiny—and therefore the 
shaper of his or her own reality. This is the tyranny of individualism and 
relativism: nothing is objectively true or universally good; each person 
determines every aspect of life without reference to anyone or anything outside 
him-/herself. Indeed, without even discussion with anyone else about the 
meaning of life.  
Before the common good can be sought after, a common foundation has to be 
established. For this to happen, a common denominator must be recognized. 
What are the basic conditions that constitute the human being? A rational 
mind—yes; a personal will—yes; imagination and curiosity about the world 
around us—yes. If we’re perfectly honest, despite our ego, then we need to 
admit that a desire to know the truth is also fundamental to the human condition; 
as is a desire for what is good. A basic physical constitution: male or female, 
Caucasian, Black, Asian/mongoloid—these also are objective facts of human 
beings. So is the inviolability of the right to be safe in one’s person from violence 
or deprivation. And, no less important, is the right to seek the truth in good 
conscience—aided by the input of others, without question, but free from 
coercion from individuals, the government, special-interest groups or political 
lobbies.  
All this goes to make up the natural law, and in fact the natural law was the 
guiding principle of the Founding Fathers in shaping this country. Once a 
government abandons the natural law as the bedrock and touchstone for its 
public policy, it’s set itself on a course to being a perversion of a legitimate 
commonwealth: power politics and privilege agendas replace the common good, 
with the result that certain groups within society are oppressed even in the name 
of liberty and the rights of other groups that have a favored status. Hypocrisy 
becomes flagrant, and public perception is manipulated to serve the ends 
determined by the elite, even as they comfortably excuse themselves from 
abiding by their own policies. A just society needs a virtuous citizenry, and a 
virtuous citizenry can flourish only within a government that sees itself as the 
servant of the natural law, which is the starting point for upholding the common 
good. 
                                                 

 

         Fr. Ren 

Um Pouco de Distanciamento Social . . . 
 
Sempre fiquei perplexo com o facto de que quanto mais descobrimos como o 
universo funciona, mais convencidos somos em negar a existência de Deus. 
Para mim, parece óbvio que se uma mente racional pode aprender a 
compreender a organização do nosso sistema solar, então é uma dedução 
lógica que uma mente racional deve tê-lo organizado. Mas em vez de ficarmos 
impressionados com a genialidade da sinfonia cósmica, os nossos egos ficam 
insuflados pela nossa crescente capacidade de ler a partitura. ( Emprestado 
pelo a Lew Lehr: Humanos é der cwwaziest povos!) 
Mas para além de ser estranho, penso que esta tendência também explica a 
crescente negação da verdade objetiva por parte da nossa sociedade. Na face, 
isto pode assustar-nos como uma contradição: por um lado como podemos ter 
tanta confiança na irrefutável  ciência, e por outro  ter uma indiferença tão blasé 
à qualidade universal do comportamento humano? No entanto, numa 
investigação mais profunda, podemos ver que a perniciosa tirania da nossa 
arrogância junta estas duas visões opostas da realidade, como chapas de metal 
soldadas.  Quanto mais desbloqueamos o padrão do nosso ambiente natural - 
através das ciências da Terra, astrofísicas e outros campos das ciências 
naturais - mas somos capazes de prever como esses padrões irão acontecer no 
futuro. E quanto mais conseguimos prever, melhor podemos nos preparar, para 
compensá-los, e até mesmo para os prevenir completamente. Iludimo-nos a 
acreditar que nos tornámos os mestres do nosso reino; Como Yertl, a 
Tartaruga, nos gabamos de que somos o governante de tudo o que podemos 
ver. E se for esse o caso, todas as áreas da vida podem ser subjugadas, 
dominadas e manipuladas pela nossa pura vontade e intelecto. Em resumo as 
perseguições intelectuais deixaram de ser um inquérito cada vez mais profundo 
sobre a verdade, mas tornaram-se os meios para dominar e ditar a realidade. 
Esta arrogância estende-se à nossa filosofia de artesanato do estado.  
Consequentemente, o Estado de lei civil não e obrigado a respeitar a lei natural, 
mas existe para se afirmare contra a lei natural. A pessoa individual, com 
gostos e disposição subjetivas, aliada a uma vontade pessoal invencível, torna-
se vista como o formador do seu próprio destino  e portanto, o formador da sua 
própria realidade. Esta é a tirania do individualismo e do relativismo: nada é 
objectivamente verdadeiro ou universalmente bom; cada pessoa determina 
todos os aspetos da vida sem referência a ninguém ou qualquer coisa fora de si 
mesmo. Na verdade, sem discutir com ninguém sobre o sentido da vida. 
Antes que o bem comum possa ser procurado, é necessário estabelecer uma 
base comum. Para que isto aconteça, um denominador comum deve ser 
reconhecido. Quais são as condições básicas que constituem o ser humano? 
Uma mente racional - sim; uma vontade pessoal - sim; imaginação e 
curiosidade sobre o mundo que nos rodeia - sim. Se somos perfeitamente 
honestos, apesar do nosso ego, então precisamos admitir que o desejo de 
saber a verdade também é fundamental para a condição humana; como é um 
desejo para o que é bom. Uma básica:  constituição física homem ou mulher, 
caucasiano, negro, asiático/mongolóide - estes também são factos objetivos 
dos seres humanos. Assim como a inviolabilidade do direito da pessoa estar 
segura contra a violência ou a pobreza. Sem dúvida e, não menos importante, é 
o direito de procurar a verdade em boa consciência — ajudada pelo contributo 
de outros, mas livre de coação de indivíduos, do governo, de grupos de 
interesses especiais ou de políticos. 
Tudo isto vai para compor a lei natural, e de facto a lei natural foi o princípio 
orientador dos Pais Fundadores na formação deste país. Uma vez que um 
governo abandona a lei natural como a base e para a sua política pública, está 
a caminho de ser uma perversão de uma comunidade legítima: a política de 
poder e as agendas de privilégios substituem o bem comum, pelo que certos 
grupos na sociedade são oprimidos mesmo em nome da liberdade e dos 
direitos de outros grupos que têm um estatuto favorável. A hipocrisia torna-se 
flagrante, e a perceção pública é manipulada para servir os fins determinados 
pela elite, mesmo que se desculpem confortavelmente a respeitar as suas 
próprias políticas. Uma sociedade justa precisa de uma cidadania virtuosa, e 
uma cidadania virtuosa só pode florescer dentro de um governo que se vê como 
o servo da lei natural, que é o ponto de partida para defender o bem comum. 

                                                                                                   

         O padre Ren 
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Twenty –Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Clergy Benefit Trust 
This week’s special collection supports the Clergy 
Health and retirement Trust (CHRT) which care for 
the health and well-being of our active and senior 
priests in good standing.  Whether it is within our 
parish communities, or in the community at large, 
our priests are making a difference every day.  By 
supporting the special collection next weekend, you 
are helping to ensure that our priests receive the care 
they need to continue their important work.  To 
make your gift now, visit clergytrust.org.  Thank 
you for your support to this important collection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

October 24 & 25 
 

The Ministries of St. Vincent de Paul and 
Faith Formation are partnering for a Clothing 

Drive Fundraiser.  Please save your gently 
used Clothing, Coats and Shoes! 

St. Michael Parish 
Contact: Paula O’Brien 

978.562.7662   FaithFormation@StMikes.org 
Current Hours:  Sunday - Thursday 

 

Watch Mass as a Family on our Live Feed link– Sat 4PM, Sun 8 AM & 10:30 AM  

https://www.stmikes.org/watch-mass-live  

Morgan Attaway 
Antonio Cabral 
Morgan Davis 
Jacob Lambert 

Patrick McIntyre 

St. Michael’s Congratulates This Weekend’s  
     First Communicants... 

     Welcome to the Table of the Lord! 

Let Us Begin! 
 

Grades 1-7 Remote Learning Begins Today!   
 

Families should have retrieved their Grade Level 

Catechetical items from the Parish Center! If you 

haven’t, please do so now. 
 

Grade 6 Discovery Series 

opens with Exploring The 

Bible a 6 week series. 
 

Grade 7 Discovery Series 

opens with Meeting Jesus 

a 6 week series. 
 

 

All children are expected to attend 

weekly Mass or view Mass from the live-
feed at www.stmikes.org/watch-mass-
live.   

Grade 8 Alpha Youth Series begins Sunday 9/20 at 9:15
-10:15 AM—Library 2—Parish Center.  Class will also 

attend Sunday Masses from 10:30-11:30 AM. We 
encourage you to please join your children at Mass. 
 

Grade 8 Alpha Youth Series begins Tuesday 9/22, 6:30-

7:30 PM—Library 2—Parish Center.  Please attend 
Sunday Masses or view on Live-Feed at www.stmikes.org/
watch-mass-live. 
 

Confirmation I & II with Parents will gather on Sunday, 
9/27 at 6:30 PM in Upper Church. 

https://www.stmikes.org/watch-mass-live

