
  

 

Weekday 
 Mass Schedule             
     9:00 am   

         Monday 
       Wednesday 
           Friday   

Welcome New Parishioners 
We welcome you to the St. Michael community. Please 
introduce yourself to Father, call or visit the Parish Center 
or visit us online at www.stmikes.org to fill out a registra-
tion form. As a parish committed to the vision of steward-
ship, we encourage your involvement by sharing with us 
your God-given gifts of time, talent and treasure.  For de-
tailed information about our ministries, parish  
activities and contact persons, refer to our parish website. 
 
Baptisms 
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday 
of the month at 2:00pm.  Baptism catechesis for the parent
(s) and godparent(s) is held on the 1st Sunday of the month 
at 1:00pm and 2:30pm. 
 Register online at www.stmikes.org or call the Parish Cen-
ter  and ask for Joyce Rossignol X309         

Marriage 
Arrangements MUST be made at least 6 months prior to the 
intended date of the wedding. Please call the Parish Center 
to schedule your date and make an appointment to speak 
with Joyce Rossignol our wedding coordinator.  
 
Ministry of the Sick 
Please notify us if there is a sick or aged family member or 
friend who would like to receive the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick and/or Holy Communion at home. 
 
Sacrament of  Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Saturdays from 2:30 to 3:30 PM in the lower church, and or 
by appointment. 
  
RCIA  
If you have not been baptized or were baptized but have not 
received First Eucharist, Reconciliation or Confirmation, 
please contact Sheila Mahoney at 978-562-3148, call or 
email the Parish Center. 
 
St. Michael’s Cemetery 
Cemetery lots are available. For information contact  
Vina Sousa at the Parish Office. 

 
21 Manning Street, Hudson, MA  01749 

Phone:  978-562-2552   Fax:  978-568-1761 
  www.stmikes.org & office@stmikes.org    

**PARISH CENTER HOURS**  
 

Monday through Friday —9:00am-3:00pm 

St.Michael Parish 

Administrator:    Rev. Laurence “Ren” Tocci 
                 x301 ~ frren@stmikes.org  
  
Weekend Assistant:    Rev. Adriano Lessa 
 
Deacon:             Deacon Jared Auclair  
              603-682-8722  
                                    deacon_jared@stmikes.org 
    
Business          Vina Sousa x304 
Manager:  business@stmikes.org 
 
Administrative   Mécia Moore x300 
Assistant:  office@stmikes.org 
 
Music Director:             Donna McIntyre 
                                    donna@stmikes.org 
 
Baptisms & Weddings: Joyce Rossignol x309 
   joyce@stmikes.org 
 
Ministry Coordinator: Pat Conte - x306   
                              pconte@stmikes.org  
 
   

Custodians:            Antonio Gonçalves 
             Francisco Pinheiro 

             D  11, 2022 

  Weekend  Mass Schedule 
 
Saturday:      4:00pm 
Sunday:  
English:         8:00am 
                      10:30am (UpperChurch) 

Portuguese    10:30 am (Lower Church) 

Brazilian:      12:00pm 
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Saturday  December 10, 2022                            
4:00pm    Helen & Ralph Barry 
                             
 
Sunday    December 11, 2022 
8:00am                 St. Michael’s Parishioner’s 
10:30am                           Cheryl Guidotti 
10:30am(Lower Church)Portuguese  Mass 
12:00pm(Upper church) Brazillian Mass  
 
Monday     December 12, 2022 
9:00am               Helder Bairos 
 
Wednesday              December 14, 2022 
9:00am               Maria C. Leonardo 
   Maria & Gloria Soares 
   Jimmy Buonopane 
          
         
Friday    December 16, 2022  
9:00am                           José Paulo & Pedro Janeiro 
   Francis Walsh & Francis Jr. 
 
Saturday              December 17, 2022 
4:00pm                         Jose & Maria Nordelo 
 
Sunday                           December 18, 2022 
8:00am   Antonio C. Sousa 
10:30am              St. Michael’s Parishioner’s 
10:30 (Lower Church )Portuguese Mass 
12:00 (Upper Church) Brazilian Mass  
                                                                                                         
f you have requested a Mass intention and would like to have a 
family member present the gifts, please see an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion before the start of the Mass. 

Bread and Wine 
Antonio C. Sousa & Deceased Relatives 

 
Lights and Candles in Loving Memory of 
John B. Monteiro &  Deceased Relatives 

 
From the Business Office 

  
Weekly Income:   $10,000.00 
To Meet Expense 
   
In Church Giving   $8,070.00 
 
On Line Giving   $2801.00 
 
Other     $825.00 
 
Parish Maintenance & Dev.           $2,792.00 
 
Over Budget  (shortfall) :  $4,488.00 
  
Grand Annual   $39,752.00 
      
2nd Collection  December 10th & 11th  
              for St. Vincent de Paul 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Michael Parish 
is here to assist people in the Hudson community. 
When an individual or family is     experiencing a 
need for financial or informational assistance, please  
feel free to contact us directly at  
978-618-5175.  We are here to help! 

  December 

                    The Ladies of Sodality 
The Ladies of Sodality  will be meeting on Tuesday 
December 20th at 1:00 in the Parish Hall. Any ques-
tions please call: 
         Martha Berry at 978-562-2705 
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“The Unfolding of Your Words Gives Light”: A Deep Dive into the Ten 
Commandments (Part XXVII) . . .  
   
 Funny how it happens that the easiest principles to understand can be the most complex to put 
into practice. On its face, the commandment You shall not kill sounds like straight-forward common 
sense. But in a world marred by sin, the application can get dicey. 
 Take, for instance, the sticky issue of self-defense. Respect for the sanctity of life enfolds the 
recognition of the sacredness of one’s own life. As such, the taking of another human life in legitimate 
self-defense is not only permissible, but could be considered a moral obligation. Or to phrase it a bit 
better: the defense of oneself is a moral obligation, even if this should require the taking of another life. 
 But for this to be morally licit, we have to keep in constant view the aim of defending oneself. On-
ly the requisite amount of force needed to fend off the attack and keep oneself safe is permissible; ex-
erting more violence than is necessary crosses the line. This same principle applies when defending 
someone else—exerting only the force needed for the victim to withdraw to safety is allowable. The re-
spect for the life of everyone involved in the situation—victim and aggressor—needs to be kept in view 
at all times. 
 Vengeance, of course, perverts the just cause of defense. Searching out someone who once at-
tacked you in order to inflict harm in retribution isn’t self-defense. But vengeance isn’t just a matter of 
hunting the aggressor down after the fact; sometimes, in the process of defending oneself, the adrena-
lin or survival instinct can continue after we’ve subdued the aggressor. If we continue to injure the per-
son after (s)he’s incapacitated, we’ve gone from defender to attacker.  
 The Church also acknowledges the lamentable necessity of war. However, she also developed 
what has been called the Just War Doctrine. First articulated by St. Augustine in the fifth century, this 
teaching lays out four principles that must be examined and weighed when considering the viability of 
declaring war. 1) The threat posed by the enemy nation must be certain (not imagined or merely 
feared), must be lasting (not one that would fizzle out on it own if left to run its natural course), and must 
be grave (in other words, it must pose a significant threat to the defending nation). 2) All practical 
means of reaching a peaceful resolution to the disputes must first be exhausted and proven useless. 3) 
The prospects for success must be serious (in other words, it can’t be an endless war). 4) The military 
campaign by the defending nation cannot be greater than the threat.   
 Such judgement obviously requires the virtue of prudence, the realistic use of reason, a 
knowledge and understanding of history—especially the history of the particular nations in question, 
and a genuine good-will desire for peace. 
 St. Augustine also established rules for the conduct of combat once war has been declared. Ci-
vilians and other non-combatants cannot be targeted, nor can the wholesale genocide of an ethnic peo-
ple be condoned. Total warfare—the idea that everything’s fair in war—is equally impermissible, as is 
the destruction of wounded soldiers or prisoners of war. In short, wartime conditions are no excuse for 
losing one’s humanity, or denigrating the human rights of others. 
 And then there’s the controversial matter of the death penalty. While the Church has recognized 
that in certain societies, the execution of violent offenders may sometimes be necessary to preserve the 
safety of the citizenry and the public order, Pope Francis recently has amended this. The ability to con-
fine such offenders has become so efficient, that there no longer seems to be any just rationalization for 
capital punishment. Holding firm to our conviction that all life is in the hands of God, the Church main-
tains that civilization has reached the point where the taking of life, even by judicial process, is to hijack 
God’s privilege and wield it in human hands. Capital punishment not only empowers the state to play 
God; it also deprives the offender of the opportunity to repent and turn to the Lord for forgiveness. Any 
sin must always be given every chance to be rectified by the mercy of God. Otherwise, what good does 
it do us to pray the Our Father: forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us? 

            Father Ren                                                                                                                             
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“A Revelação de Suas Palavras Traz Luz”: Um Mergulho 
Profundo nos Dez Mandamentos (Parte XXVII) . . .  

Engraçado como acontece que os princípios mais fáceis de entender podem ser os mais complexos de se 
colocar em prática. À primeira vista, o mandamento Você não matará soa como senso comum direto. Mas em 
um mundo marcado pelo pecado, o aplicativo pode ser arriscado.                                                                      
 Tomemos, por exemplo, a complicada questão da autodefesa. O respeito pela santidade da vida envolve 
o reconhecimento da sacralidade da própria vida. Como tal, tirar outra vida humana em legítima defesa não é 
apenas permissível, mas pode ser considerado uma obrigação moral. Ou, para dizer um pouco melhor: a defesa 
de si mesmo é uma obrigação moral, mesmo que isso exija a morte de outra vida.   
 Mas para que isso seja moralmente lícito, devemos ter sempre em vista o objetivo de nos defendermos. 
Apenas a quantidade necessária de força necessária para se defender do ataque e se manter seguro é 
permitida; exercer mais violência do que o necessário passa dos limites. Este mesmo princípio se aplica ao 
defender outra pessoa – é permitido exercer apenas a força necessária para que a vítima se retire para um local 
seguro. O respeito à vida de todos os envolvidos na situação – vítima e agressor – deve estar sempre presente.
 A vingança, é claro, perverte a justa causa de defesa. Procurar alguém que uma vez o atacou para infligir 
danos em retribuição não é legítima defesa. Mas a vingança não é apenas uma questão de caçar o agressor 
após o fato; às vezes, no processo de defesa, a adrenalina ou o instinto de sobrevivência pode continuar depois 
de subjugarmos o agressor. Se continuarmos a ferir a pessoa depois que ela está incapacitada, passamos de 
defensor a atacante.                                                                                                                                                 
 A Igreja também reconhece a lamentável necessidade da guerra. No entanto, ela também desenvolveu o 
que foi chamado de Doutrina da Guerra Justa. Articulado pela primeira vez por Santo Agostinho no século V, 
esse ensinamento estabelece quatro princípios que devem ser examinados e ponderados ao considerar a 
viabilidade de declarar guerra. 1) A ameaça representada pela nação inimiga deve ser certa (não imaginada ou 
meramente temida), deve ser duradoura (não uma que fracassaria por conta própria se deixada seguir seu curso 
natural) e deve ser grave (em outras palavras , deve representar uma ameaça significativa para a nação 
defensora). 2) Todos os meios práticos de alcançar uma solução pacífica para as disputas devem primeiro ser 
esgotados e provados inúteis. 3) As perspectivas de sucesso devem ser sérias (ou seja, não pode ser uma 
guerra sem fim). 4) A campanha militar da nação defensora não pode ser maior que a ameaça.                           
 Tal julgamento obviamente requer a virtude da prudência, o uso realista da razão, um conhecimento e 
compreensão da história - especialmente a história das nações em questão, e um genuíno desejo de paz de boa 
vontade.                                                                                                                                                               
 Santo Agostinho também estabeleceu regras para a condução do combate uma vez declarada a guerra. 
Civis e outros não combatentes não podem ser visados, nem o genocídio generalizado de um povo étnico pode 
ser tolerado. A guerra total – a ideia de que tudo é justo na guerra – é igualmente inadmissível, assim como a 
destruição de soldados feridos ou prisioneiros de guerra. Em suma, as condições de guerra não são desculpa 
para perder a humanidade ou denegrir os direitos humanos dos outros.                                                                       
 Santo Agostinho também estabeleceu regras para a condução do combate uma vez declarada a guerra. 
Civis e outros não combatentes não podem ser visados, nem o genocídio generalizado de um povo étnico pode 
ser tolerado. A guerra total – a ideia de que tudo é justo na guerra – é igualmente inadmissível, assim como a 
destruição de soldados feridos ou prisioneiros de guerra. Em suma, as condições de guerra não são desculpa 
para perder a humanidade ou denegrir os direitos humanos dos outros.                                                                       
 E depois há a polêmica questão da pena de morte. Embora a Igreja tenha reconhecido que, em certas 
sociedades, a execução de criminosos violentos às vezes pode ser necessária para preservar a segurança dos 
cidadãos e a ordem pública, o Papa Francisco recentemente corrigiu isso. A capacidade de confinar tais 
infratores tornou-se tão eficiente que não parece mais haver qualquer racionalização justa para a pena de morte. 
Mantendo firme a nossa convicção de que toda a vida está nas mãos de Deus, a Igreja sustenta que a 
civilização chegou ao ponto em que tirar a vida, mesmo por processo judicial, é sequestrar o privilégio de Deus e 
manejá-lo nas mãos do homem. A pena capital não apenas capacita o estado a brincar de Deus; também priva o 
ofensor da oportunidade de se arrepender e se voltar para o Senhor em busca de perdão. Qualquer pecado 
deve sempre ter todas as chances de ser retificado pela misericórdia de Deus. Do contrário, de que nos adianta 
rezar o Pai Nosso: perdoa-nos as nossas ofensas, assim como nós perdoamos a quem nos tem ofendido.  

           Padre Ren 



5 

 

Suicide Prevention 
Unfortunately suicide is a very real issue in our  

society today. If you or someone you know is looking for infor-
mation or help please go to:  

     www.nami.org/Learn-More/Mental-Health-Conditions/
Related-Conditions/Risk-of-Suicide.  

Where you can find resources and help. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Friday morning after Mass until 
noon. 

           The Giving Tree 
 
The Giving Tree will be located at the 
back entrance of the church begin-
ning November 19th. Please take a 
tag. It will have suggestions of gifts, as 
well as age of child, and in some  
cases, clothing sizes. Please wrap gift 
and attach original giving tree tag 
and return to church by Sunday  
December 11. Please do not give gift 
cards! Our goal is to help all the chil-
dren we have made tags for. Thank 
you for your generosity and may you 
have a blessed and joyful  
Christmas season!  
 
The Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul 

            Our Father’s Table 
  Again this year at St. Michael’s Parish. 
A member of Our Father’s Table, is  
collecting Men’s and women’s winter 
gloves, as these are the most needed items 
to be distributed to the  
Communities. 
 You will find a box at the back of both 
the upstairs and downstairs church begin-
ning the weekend of November 26. If you 
cannot drop off your item, please call Ann 
at (978)562-7668 and it will be picked up.  
Thank you for your generosity you have 
shown in past years.  
  GOD BLESS!! 

              St. Michael’s Jesse Tree 
Come to the Parish Center and see our Jesse 
Tree! We will be adding pictures each week 
and papers will be available for you to use at 
home for an added prayer during Advent. 
While there, visit the Lending Library for a book 
to read during the quiet times during the 
Holiday’s. Perhaps 

Where’s Joseph and Mary? 
Come and bring the children as Mary and  
Joseph travel to Bethlehem.  
The children need to find where Mary and 
Joseph are in their journey. The Holy 
couple will “travel around” until they 
finally reach their destination. Help the 
children to find them in the Lending 
Library during the Advent season and 
then bring them to see their final resting 
place! View the children’s books! Stop 
and draw picture , we will display them 
in the hallway during the season of 
Christmas. Thank you for participating! 

Cori time! Attn. Ministry Heads Materials have been assembled 
for you in folders with your ministry name on it. The folders 
should be picked up following all the Masses on 12/10 and 
12/11, they will be in the Lending Library in the Parish 
Center, ground floor. I will be there to answer any questions. 
They will be due to come back to me by 
2/14/23.  
Thank you for your time and effort on this 
important project. 
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3  S   A  

A Message to St Michael Parishioners from              
  St. Vincent de Paul 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society has been 
most generously supported by the St.  
Michael Parish community which has  
enabled us to assist our town’s people when 
they are in need. You can see examples of 
what we do specifically by taking note of the 
Annual Financial Report for Fiscal year 
 October 1, 2021 to September 30,2022 on 
this page. In addition to meeting financial 
needs, we make referrals to other services 
and agencies ,such as our great Hudson 
Community Food Pantry  and Fresh Start 
for furnishings and other household goods.  
 
As we go forward in our work, we once 
again must reach out to you for your help. 
The weekend of December 10th and 11th is our 
Annual collection, and we humbly ask you 
to contribute whatever your heart leads you 
to give and whatever your budget  
permits. Your gift directly supports neighbors 
in need in our community keeping the lights 
on ,feeding a family, perhaps avoiding  
eviction. Use the special envelope in your 
packets, or just deposit in our boxes through-
out the church, or mail a contribution to:  
 
                 St. Vincent de Paul 
                  20 High Street  
                Hudson MA 01749  
 
 
                We Thank You!  
May God continue to bless us all! 
 

*** Does your company offer matching funds or charitable contribu-
tions! St. Vincent de Paul is a 501 (C3) non-profit that welcomes them 
and will provide an EIN tax number upon request.  

St. Vincent de Paul FY 2021 Annual Financial Report 

October 1,2021 thru September 30, 2022  

Old Balance $24,572.00 
Receipts    

Poor Box  $26,568.00 

Annual Collection $5,434.00 

St. Vincent Contributions $2,580.00 

SVDP 
Rental Reimbursements $5,055.00 

Grants $4,596.00 
Memorials $1,120.00  

Other  $344.00 

Total Receipts $45,705.00  
Disbursements to other 
Organizations    
St. Vincent De Paul dues $400.00  

Disaster Relief $1,500.00  
Other $5,500 

Sub total $7,700.00  

To Those We Serve   

Housing $24,435.00  

Gas $1,057.00  

Electric $4,786.00  
Auto (including Insurance) $4,485.00  

Telephone/Cable $1,321.00 

Medical $1,901.00  

Food $9,360.00  

Miscellaneous $1,719.00  

Subtotal $49,064.00  
Administrative Expense $363.00 

Total Disbursements $57,127.00  
Sept 30, 2022 13,150.00 
  

Interest Income $8.00 

Giving Tree $300.00 


