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Victoria Ries ....................... victoria.ries@comcast.net 
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Saint Therese Parish 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 23, 2020 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
 Worship with Joy  Work for Justice  Grow in God’s Love 
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The Twenty-firsth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1  IS 22: 19-23  
Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: “I will thrust you from your officeand pull 

you down from your station.  On that day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah; I will 

clothe him with your robe, and gird him with your sash, and give over to him your authority.  He 

shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.  I will place the key of 

the House of David on Eliakim’s shoulder; when he opens, no one shall shut when he shuts, no 

one shall open. I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot, to be a place of honor for his family.”  

 
Reading 2  ROM 11: 33-36  

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How inscrutable are his judg-

ments and how unsearchable his ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord or who has 

been his counselor?  Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?  For from him 

and through him and for him are all things.  To him be glory forever. Amen.  

 
Gospel  MT 16: 13-20   

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jere-

miah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter said 

in reply,  "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are 

you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Fa-

ther.  And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.”  Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
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Social Hour Takes a Break 

The Virtual Social Hour 
has gone on break for 
a month.  We will start 
back on Sunday, Sep-
tember 13, from 12:50 
- 2:00 pm. 

Please mark your cal-
endars.  If you are interested in hosting 
or have a topic you would like to pre-
sent, please contact Trisha N. Tinsley - 
citizencoach@gmail.com 

St.  T  Women’s  Happy  Hour 

Something new to help us 
stay connected.  Ann Kuder 
and Kim Wahl are your hosts 
for the first ever women’s 
Happy Hour.  

Meet via Zoom on Sunday, 
August 23, at 5 pm.  

Cocktails not included.  
Contact Ann Kuder at alkuder@hotmail.com  

or 206-329-7489 for the meeting link and 
more info. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/8:35
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14:13


Parish Re-Opening and Live Streaming  
Sun August 23 Remember the church is open to all from 8:30 to 11:30 am for private prayer.  

Mass with Fr. Negusse  and Spirit Choir 11:30am   Reserved seating only.  

To attend, you must register ahead of time using your smart phone at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese, or click on Regis-

ter now.  Sign up also available on Parish web site st-therese.cc.  Please arrive 

10 - 15 minutes early on Sunday. Ushers will seat you.  Details below.  

 Mass & Prayer Vigil links:  https://www.facebook.com/
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What You Need to Do & Changes at Mass 
to Keep Each Other Safe: 

You must register ahead of time  -  BUT stay home 
if you are sick (temp over 100.4 degrees F) 

Wear a mask  -  Wear gloves   

Check in at entrance on the west side of the church 

Seating by ushers   

No kiss of peace  

No group singing  - Cantor wears a mask 

No processions  

No passed baskets  

No incense or holy water   

No cup 

6-ft. physical distancing at all times  & 12-ft. from 
priest while he celebrates Mass 

Communion in the hand during the Mass  

ST. VINCENT de PAUL    
      THANK YOU ST. JOSEPH CONFERENCE  
 

     Our King County Conferences are always helping each other.  Recently, we have received a gen-
erous $5,000 contribution from our neighbor Conference of St. Joseph Parish to assist us in our sup-
port of families in the St. Edward's Parish area.  We also acknowledge and thank our King County 
Central Office for assisting us. 

     Your Sunday food donations have been very helpful, and are delivered to the Food Bank at St. 
Mary’s every Tuesday.  See pg. 4 for details regarding the collection. 

     The restriction on evictions has been continued by the City until the end of the year.  However, at 
our recent conference meeting, we talked about the looming problem of the delinquent rents that are 
building up.  Our assistance to our neighbors is valuable, but they need much more, and we will con-
tinue to help as best as we can, thanks to your ongoing donations.   

     You can give by sending your donation to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St. Seattle, WA 
98122 or donate on-line by accessing the parish website at www.st.-therese.cc where you will find 
specific information about donating for our conference.  

   God Bless.  Thanks for Being There with us.  

Robert Mackin rmackinatty@yahoo.com 

Are You Registered to Vote? 

Do you know the deadline to be regis-

tered and to turn in your ballot? 

Do you need to update your voter infor-

mation? 

Go to www.usa.gov to 

register and find more 

information, including eli-

gibility, voter status, 

deadlines, requirements 

and ability to vote for immigrants, people 

experiencing homelessness, and those 

with previous felony convictions in Wash-

ington or other states. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
http://www.st.-therese.cc
http://www.usa.gov/


STEWARDSHIP CORNER    
August 23, 2020  

John Russell, Stewardship Chair 
Contact John Russell  at jvrussell85@gmail.com 

 

For from God and through God and for God are all things. 

St. Paul in his Letter to the Romans 11:36 

Today’s reading from Paul immediately follows last week’s passages about God delivering all to disobedi-
ence so that God may show mercy. 

The preceding verses, 34 and 35, are based in Isaiah and Job: “For who has known the mind of the Lord or 
who has been God’s counselor? Who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?” 

Paul repeatedly insists that grace is a gift given freely by God. It cannot be earned. God does not repay good 
behavior. Sometimes that hurts because we feel we should be rewarded. 

We need to accept God’s will and act accordingly. We are God’s hands and feet, and it is up to us to use those 
to build God’s Kingdom. Now! Today! 

If you would like to use Sign Up! on your phone to register for Mass or for serving at Mass, you can find the 
button way down at the end of the scroll. The website refers to the Sign Up! button being on the right, where 
it appears on a computer. On a phone, however, the button appears at the bottom of the page. Keep scrolling! 

Let us be generous with our financial resources: 

 Our Annual Catholic Appeal gap has closed to only $3,195!  Please support the work of the Church of 
Western Washington by clicking on this link:  Annual Catholic Appeal.  Much of your contribution 
comes back to the parish in the form of central office services, such as facilities and personnel consulta-
tions, payroll servicing, and management of employee health insurance and retirement funds.  If you have 
questions about the Appeal, please email me at jvrussell85@gmail.com 

 Give to the St. Vincent de Paul Society by going to our website at st-therese.cc.  Scroll down to the St. 
Vincent de Paul button near the bottom of the home page.  If you prefer to write checks, please send them 
to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122.  The St. Therese conference has been 
overwhelmed by requests in the St. Edward’s area, which our conference is now also serving.  Please be 
generous! 

 Finally, you can make a contribution online at st-therese.cc and clicking on the “Donate Now” button  
or use the Push-Pay app on your phone.  

Finally, join the Social Justice Commission!  If there was ever a moment that St. Therese needs a Social Jus-
tice Commission, it is now!  If you want to work for justice, email Trisha Tinsley at citizencoach@gmail.com. 

    

Collections Fiscal Year - July 1, 2020, through August 19 2020:  $36,302  

Previous Fiscal Year - July 1 - August 18, 2019:  $32,583     

0 New Push Pay Giver  

DROP OFF HOURS 
FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS: 

The pickup of nonperishable food every Sunday now is 12:30pm for food 
donations left outside the church after 8:30am that morning.  This allows 
those attending Mass at 11:30am to bring food with them.  All food should 
be left at the south entrance of the church.  Our St. Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence continues to support St. Mary’s Food Bank every week with donations 

from Leschi Market and whatever parishioners are able to share.     Thank you! 
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https://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Stewardship/MobACA/MobDonate.aspx


St. Therese's Intercessory Prayer Chain 

Our Baptism declared us as a kingdom of priests, 

therefore we, like the Levitical priests of old, are 

called to stand before God and intercede for our sis-

ters and brothers in Christ. 

The Intercessory Prayer group, also known as the 

Prayer Chain, is composed of parishioners committed 

to praying for the urgent needs of parishioners.  If you 

or a family member is in need of prayer for a special 

intention, please call the parish office at 206-325-

2711 ext. 210 and leave your name and telephone 

number - someone will return your call.  Requests are 

passed on promptly to members of the Prayer Chain, 

who are bound to confidentiality.  

Meeting to Benefit Inner-city 
Small Businesses 

Kaiser Permanente is launching a new pro-

gram in their Washington region through 

Inner City Capital Connections to help small 

businesses survive, recover, and grow by 

providing access to capital as well as busi-

ness and management education.  

If you are a small business owner, you may 

be interested in attending a brief 45-minute 

meeting about the launch of this program.  

The kickoff is a virtual meeting on Septem-

ber 2, starting at 9 a.m. 

STCA REOPENING PLAN 

In solidarity with Catholic schools throughout the Archdiocese of Seattle, STCA is commit-

ted to following the recommendations of our local public health officials.  Thus, on August 

31, school will begin the 2020-21 school year remotely for 1st-8th Grade and remain re-

mote with limited campus visits/interaction until the high-risk rate of infection transmissions 

has declined to moderate-risk rate of infection transmissions.  

STCA will implement on-campus elements for students when there is moderate-risk rate of 

infection transmissions, followed by a hybrid return to campus in phases for all students 

when there is low-risk rate of infection transmission over at least a 2-week time frame.   

The 8-week preschool summer camp has been a success, so it will continue with on-

campus programming.  Also, because there is a significant learning curve in our academic 

programming, Kindergarten students will be welcomed to campus in cohorts with their two 

teachers so they can learn the core elements of our program to prepare for the possibility 

of future remote learning or a hybrid schedule.   Preschool will continue on-campus 

programming and Kindergarten will meet on campus in cohorts as the school 

year begins.   

PRESCHOOL (3 or 4 years old) IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR NEW STUDENTS.  

Contact admissions@stcaseattle.org or call the school office for more information at  

206-324-0460. 

STCA enrollment is projected at 165-170 (an increase from 156 students).  Most grades 

are at or near capacity, with applicants in process for Pre-K4-year-olds, Kindergarten, 2nd, 

5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grades. 

(See next page for Principal Matthew DeBoer's "Root Belief Reflection") 

https://mailchi.mp/cab1716a9bef/youre-invited-to-the-iccc-portland-virtual-kick-off-event-on-july-20th-2283342?e=fabbd17f40
mailto:admissions@stcaseattle.org


August 14, 2020 (Feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe) 

Greetings, St. Therese Family! 

As we prepare for the beginning of the 2020-21 school year - a year that promises to be like no other be-
fore it - I am taking the time to write a few reflections to help us all focus in on the five root beliefs that 
help define and shape our community. We use these root beliefs often - they are on the back of our spirit 
wear attire, posted throughout our building, and discussed in admissions interviews and community 
events. However, root beliefs are not just words or conversation pieces.  Root beliefs are alive and active 
convictions that guide every aspect of our school’s mission, operations, programming, staffing model, 
and so on.  Our root beliefs are at the foundation of what we do every day at St. Therese, and they begin 
with identifying who we are.  

We are a diverse community.  This first root belief, simply stated, describes the beautiful mosaic of indi-
viduals who are members of our St. Therese Family - past, present, and future. However, our diversity is 
not limited to an aesthetic visual.  Our diverse community is a living, breathing narrative that has a foun-
dation in the past, a reality in the present, and a future not yet known.  The trajectory of our future, how-
ever, is rooted in our past and present intentionality.  

 In the 1940s, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace (CSJP), who were charged with running our school, 
saw an opportunity to bring their charism to life in a new way.  This charism: peace through justice, is the 
guiding principle that led to the sisters walking down into the Central District and knocking on the doors 
of newly arriving Black families to the neighborhood.  In living the ministry of presence and hospitality, 
the sisters invited these families to visit the school and join the community, and, we might say, the rest is 
history. Paging through our graduation photos from the late 1920s into the present, it is clear that inten-
tionality is interwoven throughout our St. Therese story.  As the Madrona neighborhood changed, so did 
our demographics, but not always in the same direction.  With the gentrification and changing landscape 
of Seattle and the Central District in recent decades, St. Therese has had our fair share of challenges. 
However, through all of the ups and downs, we have stayed true to our mission and our root belief: we 
are a diverse community where all are truly welcome.  

As we enter the present era in our St. Therese Family story, we are blessed with nearly 120 families with 
over 160 students and about 30 staff members who will continue our narrative of being a living and 
breathing diverse community.  When we seek to define what it means to be a diverse community, the 
closest fit, from my vantage point, is the “Beloved Community” described so often by the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  This vision, which he articulated so well in the now famous “I have a Dream” speech, 
wills the harmony, unity, and connectedness that God intended for all of us, regardless of our back-
ground or personal story.  The vision is beautiful, but the roadmap to getting there is an authentic chal-
lenge. Dr. King said, 

 “Our goal is to create a beloved community, and this will require a qualitative change in our souls. as 
well as a quantitative change in our lives.” 

 With that in mind, I invite all of us to take some time to reflect on both the SOUL and LIFE work that 
needs changing to truly lift up and help our diverse community thrive in the year ahead. I believe that our 
community is strong because of our diversity, and it is our diversity that has driven so many of us - my 
family and myself included - to make significant sacrifices and investments to be members of the St. 
Therese Family. We all have voices.  We all have gifts and talents.  Each of our lives matter, and so do 
those of our Black, brown, and other sisters and brothers historically and contemporarily neglected and 
oppressed by the systems at work in our nation.  We are essential to the changes and solutions we strive 
for to bring about the beloved community we, and so many before us, have longed for.  So, with social 
distancing measures in place, let us roll up our sleeves, put on our masks, and get to know one another 
and all the members of our St. Therese Family so that we - united as one family - can do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God in this year that lies ahead of us.  

God bless, 

Mr. Matthew D. DeBoer, Principal 
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ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL:  A Future Full of Hope 

Thanks to your great response this week, we received $3,795 in new funds from parishioners!   

At the time of publication, the ACA office at the Archdiocese and St. Therese are reconciling our current figures. 

The latest amount received will be published on our parish website and next week's Bulletin.  Your gift can still 

help the Annual Catholic Appeal by its support of more than 60 ministries and services that are offered to thou-

sands of individuals across Western Washington.  In addition, this year, a 10% ‘tithe’ from ACA 2020 donations 

(excluding rebates) will be placed in a Parish Solidarity Fund for those parishes severely financially impacted as 

a result of the suspension of public Masses due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

If you haven’t already made your gift, won’t you please consider making a gift this year?  No gift is too small.  

There is still time to donate.  Go online to https://donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca or use a pledge envelope.  

If you’d rather call in your gift to the Appeal Office, they can be reached at 800-809-4921.  The list of donors to 

the ACA is provided to St. Therese on a weekly basis.  We apologize if you contributed and are not listed, but 

we will update names weekly.  Thank you!  

ACA Donations Received to date  

James and Monique Adams 

Thomas and Tina Albro 

Timothy and Marie Allen 

Carl and Janice Atchison 

Bob Beers 

Yvonne Brandon 

Delores and Willi Briscoeray 

Donald and Gail Brooks 

Nica Burston 

Kevin and Nancy Carroll 

Christine Chambers 

J. Bevis and Victoria Chappell 

Ernest Chatters 

Mary Lou Colasurdo 

Theodore and Patricia Collins 

Ayanna Colman 

Gregory and Regina Crumbaker 

Patrick Dailey and Mary Curiel 

Delores Davis 

Margaret Dimond CSJP 

Sharon Dobie 

Stephen and Mary Elayne Dunphy 

Michele Edwards 

James and Brenda Fackler 

Bryan and Gayle Fiedorczyk 

Rodney and Diane Figaro 

John Harris and Beth Gobich 

Bernadette Harris 

Tom and  Rose Hesselbrock 

Robert and Felicia Hines 

Charles and Susan Jackels 

Martin and Patricia James 

Agnetta Kabuage 

Druscilla Keenan 

Martin and Susanmarie Koenigs 

Bernard and Amy Koontz 

Louise LaDay 

Timothy and Susan Lavin 

Samuel and Terri Lawrence 

Leo and Esperanza Lazo 

John Lewis 

Darren Linker 

James and Susan Liverman 

Ernest and Jenny Lobo 

Meg Lucia 

Robert Mackin 

Fr. Paul Magnano 

Ronald and Lauren Maier 

Kathy Manca 

Art and Elizabeth Maslow 

Loretta McIver 

Lisa McIver 

J. Gregory and Joan McNabb 

Lolita McNabb 

Gary Melonson 

Benjamin and Jennifer Montoya 

Roger and Josie Morales 

Marian Mullally 

Wilbur and Mary Ann Mundy 

Don and Kymmberly Myrick 

Jeff and Therese Neuzil 

Thuy Nguyen 

Donovan and Carol O'Brien 

Evan and Jinna Oakes 

Joseph and Carla Orlando 

Valentine Paredes 

John and Catherine Parrish 

Barbara Peete  

Gwen Peete  

Robert Penhale and Linda Gehrke 

Carol R. Petersen 

Kevin and Alia Peterson 

Malisa and Erik Phonethep 

Kathleen Pruitt CSJP 

Jane Pugel 

Kit and Virginia Purdy 

Richard and Marilyn Putnam 

Charles and Camille Ralston 

Kathleen Randall 

Victoria Ries 

Brad Rock and Keri Huff-Rock 

John Russell and Ann Kuder 

M. Phillip and Catherine Saffel 

John Scearce and Nancy Buckland 

Gail Scott 

T. Michael and Melinda Sechrist 

Jerry and Darlene Stanton 

Alec and Helena Stephens 

Christina Stewart 

P. James Sullivan 

Jana Tapperova 

Jesse Thompson & Nicole St. Hilaire 

Joel and Regina Thornton 

Thomas Tierney and Carol Wood 

Deborah Tinsley 

Trisha Tinsley 

William Tobin 

Ashley Tracey 

James and Lucita Valiere 

Josefina Vicencio 

Kathleen Wahl 

Felicity Wakefield 

Eric and Sharon Wilcox 

James Willis 

Randall Winter & Rosemary Adamski 

Mia Wright 

Jim and Claudette Yearby 

https://donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca

