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Finance Council: Steve Dunphy…………206-550-2979 

Stewardship Commission:  

John Russell ........................ jvrussell85@gmail.com 

Faith Formation & Evangelization  

Victoria Ries ........................ victoria.ries@comcast.net 

Liturgy Commission:  
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Social Justice Commission: 

         Open   (Contact      citizencoach@gmail.com) 

School Commission: 
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Saint Therese Parish 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 4, 2020 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
 Worship with Joy  Work for Justice  Grow in God’s Love 
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The Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1  IS 5:1-7 

Let me now sing of my friend, my friend's song concerning his vineyard.  My friend had a vineyard on 

a fertile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; within it he built a 

watchtower, and hewed out a wine press.  Then he looked for the crop of grapes, but what it yielded 

was wild grapes. 

Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard:  What more 

was there to do for my vineyard that I had not done? Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it 

bring forth wild grapes?  Now, I will let you know what I mean to do with my vineyard: take away its 

hedge, give it to grazing, break through its wall, let it be trampled!   Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall 

not be pruned or hoed, but overgrown with thorns and briers; I will command the clouds not to send 

rain upon it.  The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,  and the people of Judah are his 

cherished plant; he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the outcry! 

Reading 2  PHIL 4:6-9 

Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-

ing, make your requests known to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding  will 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing what you have learned and received  and heard and seen 

in me. Then the God of peace will be with you. 

Gospel  MT 21:33-43 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: "Hear another parable. There was a landown-

er who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower.   Then he 

leased it to tenants and went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the ten-

ants to obtain his produce.  But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat,  another they killed, 

and a third they stoned.  Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones,  but they treat-

ed them in the same way.  Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking,  'They will respect my son.' But 

when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and ac-

quire his inheritance.’ They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.   What will the 

owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They answered him, "He will put those 

wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 

at the proper times." Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures:  The stone that the build-

ers rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our 

eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you  and given to a people 

that will produce its fruit." 
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/4?6
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Live Streaming of  11:30 Mass 

Sun Oct. 4 Every Sunday the church is open to all from 8:30 to 11:30 am for private prayer.  

Mass with Fr. Mamba and the Spirit Choir 11:30am   Reserved seating only.  

To attend, you must register ahead of time using your smart phone at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese, or click on Regis-

ter now.  Sign up also available on Parish website st-therese.cc.  Please arrive 10 

- 15 minutes early on Sunday.  Ushers will seat you.  Details below.  

 Mass link  https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/   
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What You Need to Do & Changes at Mass 
to Keep Each Other Safe: 

You must register ahead of time  -  BUT stay 

home if you are sick (temp over 100.4
ᵒ
 F, 

diarrhea, vomiting, runny nose/congestion, 
  or fatigue) 

Wear a mask  -  Wear gloves   

Check in at entrance on the west side of church 

Seating by ushers   

No kiss of peace  

No group singing  - Cantor wears a mask 

No processions  and no passed baskets  

No incense or holy water   

No cup 

6-ft. physical distancing at all times  
  & 12-ft. from priest while he celebrates Mass 

Communion in the hand during the Mass  

Dismissal from back to front. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Are you someone or do you know someone who… 

Has expressed interest in becoming a Catholic? 

Has a child over 7 who has not been Baptized? 

Was Baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation  

   and Eucharist? 

Is a Baptized Catholic but would like to return to the Church after a long time away? 
  

St. Therese Parish community offers an opportunity to come together (electronically, for now) in a 

small group to learn about our beliefs, and explore our journey of faith to God.  Sessions focus on 

our Christian roots revealed in the Bible and the teachings and experience of the Church.  For those 

who choose, we also prepare individuals to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist during the Easter season.  There are separate sessions for children or youth.  You are 

welcome to participate in this process with your questions, your insights, and your faith story in a 

warm accepting setting. 
  

For information, please contact  Tom Hesselbrock (tomandrose2@mac.com  or 206-817-0084). 

Five of our children celebrated their 
First Eucharist last Sunday.   

Levi Cabuag Marz Embry 

Kaemon Hill Cori Orbino 

Olivia Swihart-Lee 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
mailto:tomandrose2@mac.com


STEWARDSHIP CORNER   October 4, 2020  

John Russell, Stewardship Chair    jvrussell85@gmail.com 
 
Therefore, I say to you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that will produce its fruit.     Matthew 21:43 

Jesus is continuing his attack on the Jewish religious leaders that we began reading last week. He is in Jerusa-
lem on his way to his cross, and he is provoking them into a murderous rage. 

Jesus tells a parable that begins by closely following Isaiah’s parable of the wild grapes. But after setting the 
tale of the vineyard, he turns away from the crop and talks about the landowner leaving the vineyard in the care 
of tenants who grow rebellious and beat all the servants whom the landlord sends to check up on them. Then 
the landlord sends his son thinking that the son will get respect but he gets death instead. Jesus ends with the 
warning above that the Kingdom will be given to those who produce fruit.  The postscript of the story, omitted 
from the readings, is that the meaning did not escape the chief priests and Pharisees.  There is a temptation for 
us to hear this parable and align ourselves with the people producing fruit. But I think we should sit with the 
Pharisees on this and question how much fruit we are producing. 

This year, in case you haven’t noticed, we’ve dealt with a pandemic, widespread protests over police brutality 
and massive human-caused wildfires as well as another horrific hurricane season. Many of us feel righteous in 
our view that the President has done an awful job in leading the nation to control the pandemic. We feel right-
eous in our outrage over the murder of innocent Blacks by the police yet that outrage has only been sparked by 
technology which confirms what Black folk have been saying for years. The overwhelming majority of white 
folks gave the police the benefit of the doubt for far too long.  And Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ has squarely 
rooted the environmental crisis in our materialism, for which we are all guilty. 

The Adult Religious Education program is presenting a series on The Sin and Tragedy of Racism. The first ses-
sion is available as a video on our website.  The last two sessions will be October 13 and November 5 at 7:00 
pm.  See page 7 for more details. 

By the way, this series is presented by the Faith Formation Commission because the Social Justice Commission 
is leaderless as well as followers.  If you are interested in getting our missions right, email Father Maurice and 
offer to get involved. 

Also worth reading: a reflection by Ed Taylor, former parishioner and father of an STCA alum at https://
www.kuow.org/stories/i-want-my-hair-to-be-fully-gray-the-lives-of-black-folks-should-end-with-dignity. 

Father Maurice has announced that if attendance at the 11:30am Mass reaches 50, he will restart the 8:30am 
Mass.  Currently attendance is a bit over 30.  Masks are worn, social distancing is in force, there is no commu-
nal singing (sob!) and there is lots of ventilation.  Use Sign Up! from the website or your phone to reserve a 
spot.  (If you use Sign Up! on your phone, the button is at the bottom of the scroll, not on the right where it ap-
pears on a computer.)   

Let us be generous with our financial resources: 

 Give to the St. Vincent de Paul Society by going to our website at st-therese.cc.  Scroll down to the St. 
Vincent de Paul button near the bottom of the home page.  If you prefer to write checks, please send them 
to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122.  The St. Therese conference has been 
overwhelmed by requests in the St. Edward’s area, which our conference is now also serving.  Please be 
generous! 

 Finally, you can make a contribution online at st-therese.cc and clicking on the “Donate Now” button  
or use the Push-Pay app on your phone.  

Finally, join the Social Justice Commission!  If there was ever a moment that St. Therese needs a Social Justice 
Commission, it is now!  If you want to work for justice, email Trisha Tinsley at citizencoach@gmail.com. 

    

Collections Fiscal Year - July 1, 2020, through September 24, 2020. $76,363,94 
Previous Fiscal Year - July 1 - September 25, 2019. $70,229.28 

  Where we need to be to meet projected expenses this fiscal year. $100,500.00 
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Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
A Faith Formation Program 

 

 

Ages:  3 years through 6th grade 
Schedule:  Sundays October - May 23rd 
Format:  Zoom, small group when safe 
Curriculum:  Montessori based faith  
 formation program.  

 

  ZOOM 

Our trained catechists will lead virtual 
sessions on Sundays for all three lev-
els: Level 1 (age 3 - Kindergarten), 
Level 2 (1st Grade - 3rd Grade), Level 
3 (4th Grade - 6th Grade).  Sessions 
will vary in length and always end in 
prayer. 

While it cannot be our usual format 
with independent work and materials, 
it will include some content. 

 

  ATRIUM AT HOME 

The rooms where the children typical-
ly gather are called Atrium.  Since that 
would not be safe right now, we have 
plans to send a few materials home 
for families to set up in their own spe-
cial space.    

Additional supportive materials will 
be distributed seasonally as long as 
quarantine persists. 

 

  CELEBRATIONS 

Seasonal liturgies to mark important 
celebrations and observances will be 
open for the entire CGS community. 
While we will not be able to end with a 
potluck as usual, we can at least see 
each other!   

 

  REGISTER  Here. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFcNrOCL1mkACPI4JZTpIP_wzo_tqp44WNOGPxFxn1v7Fncg/viewform?usp=sf_link


Thérèse of Lisieux (French: sainte Thérèse de Lisieux), born Marie Françoise-Thérèse Martin 
(January 1873 – 30 September 1897), also known as Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the 
Holy Face, was a French Catholic Discalced Carmelite nun who is widely venerated in modern 
times.  She is popularly known as "The Little Flower of Jesus," or simply "The Little Flower.” 

Thérèse has been a highly influential model of sanctity for Catholics and for others because of the 
simplicity and practicality of her approach to the spiritual life. Together with Francis of Assisi, she is 
one of the most popular saints in the history of the church.  Pope Pius X called her "the greatest saint 
of modern times". 

Thérèse felt an early call to religious life, and overcoming various obstacles, in 1888 at the early age 
of 15, she became a nun and joined two of her older sisters in the cloistered Carmelite community 
of Lisieux, Normandy (yet another sister, Céline, also later joined the order).  After nine years as a 
Carmelite religious, having fulfilled various offices such as sacristan and assistant to the novice mis-
tress, and having spent her last eighteen months in Carmel in a night of faith (a time when she is said 
to have felt Jesus was absent and when she even felt tormented by doubts about the existence of 
God). 

Thérèse entered the Carmel of Lisieux with the determination to become 
a saint. However, by the end of 1894, six years as a Carmelite made her 
realize how small and insignificant she felt. She saw the limitations of all 
her efforts. She remained small and very far off from the unfailing love 
that she would wish to practice. She is said to have understood then that 
it was from insignificance that she had to learn to ask God's help.  Along 
with her camera, Céline had brought notebooks with her, passages from 
the Old Testament, which Thérèse did not have in Carmel.  In the note-
books Thérèse found a passage from Proverbs that struck her with par-
ticular force: "Whosoever is a little one, let him come to me" 9:4. 

She was struck by another passage from the Book of Isaiah: "you shall 
be carried at the breasts, and upon the knees they shall caress you.  As one whom the mother  
caresseth, so will I comfort you."66:12–13 She concluded that Jesus would carry her to the summit 
of sanctity.  The smallness of Thérèse, her limits, became in this way grounds for joy, rather than dis-
couragement.  Not until Manuscript C of her autobiography did she give this discovery the name of 
little way, "petite voie". 

I will seek out a means of getting to Heaven by a little way - very short and very straight little way that 
is wholly new. We live in an age of inventions; nowadays the rich need not trouble to climb the stairs, 
they have elevators instead.  Well, I mean to try and find a lift by which I may be raised unto God, for 
I am too tiny to climb the steep stairway of perfection.  Thine Arms, then, O Jesus, are the lift which 
must raise me up even unto Heaven.  To get there I need not grow. On the contrary, I must remain 
little, I must become still less. 

In her quest for sanctity and in order to attain holiness and to express her love of God, she believed 
that it was not necessary to accomplish heroic acts or great deeds.  She wrote, Love proves itself by 
deeds, so how am I to show my love? Great deeds are forbidden me.  The only way I can prove my 
love is by scattering flowers and these flowers are every little sacrifice, every glance and word, and 
the doing of the least actions for love. 

Thérèse died at the age of 24, from tuberculosis. 

The Feast Day of Our Patron St. Therese of Lisieux 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discalced_Carmelites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_Assisi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocational_Discernment_in_the_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisieux
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacristan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_novices
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_novices
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark_Night_of_the_Soul#In_Roman_Catholic_spirituality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Proverbs
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+9%3A4&version=DRA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Isaiah
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+66%3A12%E2%80%9313&version=DRA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elevator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuberculosis
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Annual Catholic Appeal Campaign 
Totals as of October 1 

Goal $38,214.00 

Amount Raised so far this year $37,360.09  
 (98% of Goal) 

Amount remailing to be raised $853.91 

—————————————————————————————————————————- 

Your gift can still help the Annual Catholic Appeal by its support of more than 60 ministries and ser-

vices that are offered to thousands of individuals across Western Washington. In addition, this year, 

a 10% ‘tithe’ from ACA 2020 donations (excluding rebates) will be placed in a Parish Solidarity Fund for 

those parishes severely financially impacted as a result of the suspension of public Masses due to the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

If you haven’t already made your gift, won’t you please consider making a gift this year?  No gift is too small.  

There is still time to donate.  Go online to https://donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca or use a pledge envelope.  

If you’d rather call in your gift to the Appeal Office, they can be reached at 800-809-4921.  Thank you!  

At St. Therese Parish, there are many ways God wants you to use your unique role in 

the body of Christ to glorify Him. Generously sharing your God-given gifts helps you to 

encounter Jesus more deeply, and committing to a ministry helps to proclaim the gos-

pel message regularly.  We invite you to prayerfully consider a ministry to which you 

feel called, list some of the gifts/skills/passions that you would be willing to share with 

our parish in the future, and return the completed form through the mail, placing the 

form in the collection basket at Mass, or filling out the pledge form on our website, 

www.st-therese.cc.  As we encourage you to take this next step in your faith journey, 

we also want to thank you for the ways your gifts are already supporting the mission of 

St. Therese Parish.  Link to Talent and Gifts checklist here 

https://donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca
file:///C:/Users/office2/Downloads/Talent-Ministry Form 2020 - FINAL.pdf


Laudato Si' at St. Therese   

We were smoked-out last month but air quality has improved enough to schedule another St. T 
work party next Saturday, October 10.  I'll be there at 9:30am.  We've got lots of shrubs to clip, 
grass to mow, weeds to pull.  We'll socially distance.  Bring a mask!  (And a water bottle!)  Of 
course, no lunch (sigh).  Come late, leave early! 

   Contact John Russell: jvrussell85@gmail.com 
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL  

SOMETIMES A LITTLE KINDNESS STILL GOES A LONG WAY 

   Pre-pandemic, our experience was that most often our assistance to our neighbors went a long 
way to solving their immediate problems - especially for rent, but also utilities, food and other 
needs.  But, because of the economic, health burdens and even childcare needs brought about by 
the pandemic, this all changed. 
   For example, because of job losses or reduced hours, our neighbors are usually far behind in rent 
payments and our $300 or $400 rental payments represent maybe 20% of their monthly rent and do 
little to reduce any past totals owed - often in the thousands of dollars. 
   There was something very heartening happening though - that is, the appreciation we experienced 
from both our neighbors who were tenants and their landlords.  The neighbors were happy and 
thankful just to receive help with a small share of what they owed.  The landlords, who we must re-
member usually had mortgages to pay and always taxes, even despite the limits imposed upon them 
because of the moratorium, seemed pleased that St. V cared enough to reduce the amount owed by 

at least a little.  
   So now the rubber is about to meet the road because the moratoriums, at least in their current 
state, are coming to an end.  Seattle’s is scheduled to end December 31.  We will continue to provide 
rental assistance with your help and hopefully through a new program developed by the SVdP Cen-
tral office.  And the $41.4 million King County tenant and landlord assistance program will be able to 
provide considerable aid in addressing the crisis. 
   But even all this will not solve the problem without considerations that, hopefully, the tenants and 
landlords will show each other in developing rental payment plans.  Even a little kindness will still go 
a long way.  If you would like to help, you can donate by sending donations to Sr. Kathleen - 
SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122 or donate online by accessing the parish website at 
www.st-therese.cc where you will find specific information about donating to the conference.  
 
God Bless.  Thanks for Being There with us.                 Robert Mackin   rmackinatty@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

 
Fall Leadership Meeting 

Save the Date 
October 24th, 2020     9:00am-12:00pm 

Held virtually 

Attendees usually include (but are not limited to):  

 Commission and committee chairs and members 
 Parishioners that have attended past leadership meetings or have served in past 

leadership roles 
 Pastoral Council members  
 Parishioners who are interested in stepping into leadership to impact the  

St. Therese community  
 

If you have questions or are interested being in involved, please e-mail  
Trisha N Tinsley at citizencoach@gmail.com 

http://www.st-therese.cc
mailto:citizencoach@gmail.com


September 27, 2020 

First Month Reflection:  

We are respectful and compassionate community members 

who acknowledge and appreciate the uniqueness  

and dignity of all people 

Greetings St. Therese Family, 

I cannot believe that we have already made it through our first month of school!  September is 

coming to a close and the Feast of St. Therese of Lisieux is next week, which also marks 

the start of October.  We have welcomed our preschoolers and Kindergarteners on campus 

and seen them quickly master our new safety protocols as well as grow as faith-filled servant-

leaders, responsible lifelong learners, and respectful and compassionate community members! 

Our six new staff members have stepped up and stepped right into their new roles on the Dream 

Team, and we couldn’t be more impressed with their sharing of their gifts and talents in support of 

our mission and programming. Further, we have welcomed 32 new students from 23 families and 

they have very quickly picked up the essentials of what it means to be a St. Therese Allstar in the 

first four weeks of school. All things considered, our St. Therese Family is blessed as we pivot 

toward the second month of school, even if our circumstances are less than ideal! 

This past week we focused on our SLE: We are respectful and compassionate community 

members who acknowledge and appreciate the uniqueness and dignity of all people. I chal-

lenged our students to learn something new about their peers and others they encounter, and I, 

too, tried to embrace that challenge to live out our SLE. In doing so, I learned more about some of 

my colleagues’ families, students’ future hopes and dreams, and even learned about a few new 

cartoons and popular culture icons from our students. In our diverse community at St. Therese, we 

are certainly not all called to have the same passions and interests, and that is part of what makes 

our community strong and beautiful. At the same time, as a diverse community, we are called to 

act with justice. This week we saw news alerts announcing the death of Justice Ruth Bader Gins-

berg and an indictment of one police officer related to the case of Breonna Taylor. These an-

nouncements sparked further actions and events that point to the complexity and divisive time we 

are living in, so now more than ever, it is important to remember that each member of our 

community, nation, and world is unique, deserves to be honored and celebrated as a fellow 

child of God, and that their lives matter. Government officials and victims of police brutality 

both deserve our attention, and their lives and witnesses have much to teach us. 

Our students are conversing with their teachers, families, and one another in these complex times, 

and as we try to process and make sense of our world, I pray we may find the courage and wis-

dom to fight the injustices of our day and lift all of our sisters and brothers up along the way, help-

ing everyone acknowledge and appreciate the uniqueness and dignity of all of God’s children, es-

pecially those whom laws, systems of government, and other powers that be oppress. 

Have a blessed week, 

Mr. Matt DeBoer, Principal  
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