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Saint Therese Parish 
The Solemnity of  Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of  the Universe 

November 22, 2020 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
 Worship with Joy  Work for Justice  Grow in God’s Love 

Parish Office is open by appointment only due to COVID-19 
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Reading 1   EZ 34:11-12, 15-17 

Thus says the Lord GOD:  I  myself w ill look after and tend my sheep. As a 
shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself among his scattered sheep, so will 
I tend my sheep. I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered 
when it was cloudy and dark. I myself will pasture my sheep; I myself will give 
them rest, says the Lord GOD. The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring 
back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal, but the sleek and the strong I 
will destroy, shepherding them rightly. As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, 
I will judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats. 
 
Responsorial Psalm   PS 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose. Beside restful 
waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul. He guides me in right paths for his name's 
sake. You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my 
life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for years to come. 
 
Reading 2  1 COR 15:20-26, 28 

Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through man, the resurrection of 
the dead came also through man. For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all 
be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the firstfruits; then, at his 
coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every 
authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. When everything is subjected to him, 
then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who subjected everything to 
him, so that God may be all in all. 
 
Gospel  MT 25:31-46 
Jesus said to his disciples:"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will 
be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and 
the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill 
and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will an-
swer him and say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you? ’ And the king will 
say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of the least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart 
from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no cloth-
ing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say, 
'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in 
prison, and not minister to your needs?’ He will answer them, 'Amen, I say to you, 
what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me. ’ And these 
will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  

The Solemnity of  Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of  the Universe 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ezekiel/34?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/23?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25?31


Every Sunday the church is open to all from 10am - 11:30 am for private prayer 

Sunday Nov 22, 11:30am    

Mass with Fr. Negusse Keleta,  
   with SHADES OF PRAISE Choir  .    

Reserved seating only.  To attend, you must register ahead of time.  Click on Register now or 
use your smart phone at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7
-sttherese, or sign up at the Parish website st-therese.cc.   

Please arrive 10 - 15 minutes early on Sunday.  Ushers will seat you (additional details below). 

Livestreaming* of  11:30am Mass at https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/  

*Donations to Livestream enhanced system may be made on the Parish website. 

 

Stewardship of Renewal link: Please make your pledge for 2021 online at www.st-therese.cc. 

 

During the month of November, we celebrate our loved ones who have gone before us in 

death. While we all cannot fill out leaves to put on the walls of the church as we usually do, 
please email the names of your family and friends to nicoles@st-therese.cc  and Nicole 
will make them for you.   

What We Need to Do & Changes at Mass 

to Keep Each Other Safe: 

You must register ahead of time  -  BUT please stay home if you are sick (temperature over 100.4
ᵒ
, 

   diarrhea, vomiting, runny nose/congestion, or fatigue) 

 

 Wear a mask * Wear gloves *  Check in at entrance on the west side of church 

 6-ft. physical distancing at all times & 12-ft. from our priest while he celebrates Mass 

 Seating by ushers * No kiss of peace * No group singing (cantor wears a mask) 

 No processions  and no passed baskets  * No incense or holy water  * No cup * Communion in 
the hand during the Mass  

 Dismissal from back to front. 

Please dress warmly as the windows in the church are left open for ventilation. 
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Dana LaDay Williams  

and  

Bryan LaDay  

on the anniversary of their deaths 

Parish Office open by appointment only due to COVID-19 

Upcoming Parish Events   
Sun Nov 22 The Solemnity of Our Lord, Jesus 
  Christ, King of the  Universe   

Tue Nov 24 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm 

Thu Nov 26   Thanksgiving Mass  10:30am 

Sun Nov 29 First Sunday of Advent  11:30am 

Tue Dec 1 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm 

Sun Dec 6 Second Sunday of Advent  11:30am 

Tue Dec 8 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm 
Sat Dec 12 Laudato Si’ Work Party 

Note: All events except Masses & work parties are virtual.  

The Solemnity of  Our Lord, Jesus  Christ, King of  the  Universe 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
https://www.st-therese.cc/
http://www.st-therese.cc
mailto:nicoles@st-therese.cc


STEWARDSHIP CORNER   November 22, 2020  

John Russell, Stewardship Chair    jvrussell85@gmail.com 
 

  “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did  
for one of the least brothers of mine,  

you did for me.”  

  The Son of Man to the Righteous in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats 
                                                                                                                      Matthew 25:40b  
 

One can get all tied up in theological discussions of works versus faith or notions of right-
eousness and so forth. In Matthew’s parable of the last judgment, Jesus keeps it simple: 
Take care of the least of your brothers and sisters. Note that “all the nations of the world” 
are assembled, not just Israel, and that the kingdom was prepared “from the foundation 
of the world.” Caring for others less fortunate is what was important, is important and ev-
er will be important for all people at all times in all places.  
 
In case you haven’t heard, this is Stewardship time. Please take a look at your budget as 
a spiritual exercise. Consider your commitments and your gratitude and make some deci-
sions from your heart. I would ask you to put your generosity first in your budget and 
then squeeze the rest in. There are a lot of demands on your generosity: Food banks are 
facing record demands, St. Vincent de Paul is struggling to keep many in southeast Seattle 
in their homes, and St. Therese needs your support.  
 
As you know, the St Therese budget is showing a deficit. Among all the demands on your 
generosity, please take care of your parish! Over that last dozen years or so, the budget 
has gotten leaner and leaner. There really isn’t anything left to cut. Closing our deficit re-
quires about a 10% increase in giving. I know that for many of you, that is not possible 
but for those who can, it will help make your parish sustainable. For those who can’t, 
please give what you can from your resources.  

You probably received a pledge card in the mail recently. Please return it or go the website 
and click on the Stewardship Pledge button in the middle of the home page.  

If you give on PushPay, please open the app on your phone, search on Saint Therese 
Church and update your recurring gift amount.  
 

On Jesus’ list of actions is visiting the imprisoned. A fairly new prison ministry called One 
Parish, One Prisoner has been developed recently. Our neighbor St. Joseph Parish has 
been active in this ministry for a couple of years. For more information, please look at the 
article in Northwest Catholic, “For Parishes and Prisoners, a Chance for Transformation”.  

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone! Please remember to sacrifice your togetherness in the 
name of keeping everyone both inside and outside your home safe from the coronavirus. 
Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday but Ann and I are going to forego our big family dinner 
in favor of a rather chilly dinner with only our daughter and her friend on the front porch. 
This year we are extra thankful for our health.  

 Collections July 1 through November 18, 2020:  $118,019                                        
  Where we need to be:                     $136,617 
                   Last year at this time:                     $116,606 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE RENEWAL 

PLEDGES FOR 2021 

Every year, we ask our parishioners to make a pledge to our par-

ish.  Would you like to participate in discipleship and fill out a pledge 

form online at https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-commitment-

form?  Or you may mail in the pledge card you received in the mail or 

bring it with you to Mass.  Please prayerfully reflect on your many 

blessings with a heart full of gratitude.  If you pledged last year, please 

prayerfully consider making a small increase in your pledge.  Could you 

increase your current pledge by 5% or 10%? 

 As you are well aware, 2020 was a most difficult and challenging year for our parishioners, our parish, 

and our community due to the pandemic.  We hope those who are more fortunate or who have not  

experienced economic hardship will pledge more generously. 

Where does the Stewardship of Treasure go? 

 Supporting our social justice ministries like the school and the homeless men  
at St. Martin de Porres  

 the activities of St. Therese live and online 

 children's faith formation 

 junior high and high school faith formation 

 adult faith formation programs, workshops 

 music ministry, Shades and Spirit Choirs 

 liturgy and Mass celebrations 

 general operations, utilities, maintenance, supplies, postage, IT  

 livestreaming, website, and technology evangelization and for online  
     communication tools like Zoom, sound system to stay connected 

 parish salaries and benefits 

 shelter funds for the future and social justice activities 

 taxes and insurance 

 
 

Want to make your Annual Catholic Appeal payment  
or donation by year-end for tax purposes? 
 
Any payments or new gifts you want credited to the 2020 calendar year for tax purposes need to be 
in the Annual Catholic Appeal office by December 31

st
. (Please do not put ACA payments in the parish 

collection basket.) 

 

 Send by mail to - Annual Catholic Appeal, 710 9
th
 Ave, Seattle 98104 (postmark must be 

stamped by Dec. 31, 2020) 

 
 Donate stock – donating to a non-profit can save you from paying capital gains tax of the appreciat-

ed value if you’ve held the stock for at least year. Call 206-382-4845 for further instructions/details 
on donating stock. 

 
 IRA - If you are 70½ or older, there are potential tax benefits when you transfer funds from your IRA 

to the Annual Catholic Appeal – contact your IRA plan administrator. 

https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-commitment-form
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-commitment-form


Laudato Si' at St. Therese  .   
 

We had another raucous Laudato Si' event last (second) Saturday! 

Marty Koenig, Candace Kydd-Bailey and Jerry Stanton made an heroic effort to re-
move our weed-infested compost bins. Evan and Lizzy Oakes, Ann Kuder and 
yours truly raked, mulched and bagged leaves, and Darren Linker cleaned the 
beds in front of the Parish Center. Thank you all! And belated TY to Nancy Buck-
land, whom I forgot last month. (Arggh!) 
 
We'll gather again for more fun on December 12 beginning at 9:30 and working 
until we're hungry and tired. Come late, leave early! 
 
If you have questions, email me at jvrussell85@gmail.com.  I'll be there at 
9:30am.  There will be lots of autumn leaves to rake.  We'll socially distance.  
Bring a mask!  (And a water bottle!) Come late, leave early! 
 

Volunteers Needed 

St. Therese Parish is seeking a couple of volunteers to be operators of our new livestream en-
hanced system.  Anyone interested in serving this Ministry for evangelization and keeping the St. 
Therese family connected would be very much appreciated.  

      Required skills:   
          Ability to learn new technology, especially A/V.   

          Regular attendance at Mass. 
         Contact Nicole St. Hilaire. 
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Faith Formation 

Series on Racism:  Thanks to all who participated in our three-part series on racism.  The 
presentations and the conversations were very good.   

Advent Small Groups:  We are again offering resources for small group prayer and discus-
sion.  The small groups will focus on the gospels and themes of Advent, with some of the ques-
tions also focusing on issues of racism.  There are small groups from our parish forming all 
around Seattle.  Because this year’s small groups will meet on ZOOM (or some other platform), 
you will not be limited by location.  It is also possible to form your own group. 

The groups will meet three times in Advent:  week November 29,  December 6, and December 
13 to reflect on the gospels for the following Sunday. 

If you are interested in joining a group or leading a group, or if you have put your own group 
together, please contact Victoria Ries at victoria.ries@comcast.net or  206-915-3479.  We will 
send the electronic booklet to the group leader who will then forward it to the members of the 
small group.   

Lent Small Groups:  Early notice:  During Lent we will focus on the American Bishops’ Pasto-
ral on Racism, Open Wide Our Hearts and will again meet in small groups.  IPJC 
(Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center) has developed a four-week booklet to focus the 
discussion on the bishops’ pastoral. 

mailto:jvrussell85@gmail.com
mailto:nicoles@st-therese.cc
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St. Therese Holiday Schedule 

(50 people maximum for services—reserve now) 

Thanksgiving Day Mass   

 Thursday, November 26, at 10:30 AM 
 

The Nativity of the Lord  

       Christmas Eve Mass on Thursday, December 24, at 4pm 

 Christmas Day Mass)  Friday, December 25, at 11:30am 

 

St. Therese Spirit Choir Online Event!   

 Saturday, December 19, at 2pm 
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL  

 
A THANKSGIVING SEASON STORY  

Tanzanika Walker is a special person. A loving, brave, determined, and kind single mom 
with two children. She is one of the neighbors we have helped and will continue to do 
so. We asked her to give us a little of her story for Thanksgiving: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to assist us, you can donate by mailing your gift to Sr. Kathleen - 
SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122 or by doing so online via the parish web-
site www.st-therese.cc where you will find specific information about donating to the 
conference. Of course, if you would like to join us and help neighbors like Tanzanika, 
please contact us at the email address below. There are so many feel-good stories yet 
to be told.  
 
Our Sunday food collections for the Food Bank at St. Mary’s continue (see below). 
Thank you parish, for the continuing good donations.  
 
God Bless and We Will Be There.              Robert Mackin    rmackinatty@yahoo.com  

DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS 
 

The pickup of nonperishable food every Sunday now is 12:30pm for food donations left 
outside the church after 8:30am that morning.   
 
This allows those attending Mass at 11:30am to bring food with them.  All food should 
be left at the south entrance of the church to support St. Mary’s Food Bank along with 
donations from Leschi Market.       Thank you! 

I am writing to express my sincerest gratitude to St. Vincent de Paul for 
helping support my family with rental assistance during these trying times.  

I am a single mother of two children. St. Vincent de Paul assisted me and 
my family with rental assistance when I had no other place to turn, because 
my landlord still expected rent. 
 
I was hospitalized and out of work for months. Once released from the hos-
pital, I had to recover at home for an additional 30 days without any in-
come. I wasn’t eligible for FMLA through my employer because I hadn’t 
been employed with them for 1 year.  
 
I applied for the State of Washington assistance and have been waiting 
MONTHS to get approved!  
 
Worrying about how I was going to pay my son’s tuition, how I am going to 
feed us and how I was going to meet our basic needs plagued me day in 
and day out.  
 
You all at St. Vincent de Paul are helping families at their lowest point and 
that means the World to me and my family. A huge Thank You from us. God 
Bless you all!  

http://www.st-therese.cc
mailto:rmackinatty@yahoo.com
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November 13, 2020    

We are faith-filled servant-leaders who make good moral decisions  
that value social justice and the common 

Greetings, St. Therese Family! 
 
Whew! What a week… This weekend’s Gospel from Matthew 25:1-13 closes with this timely re-
minder: “stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour." While this Scr ipture verse 
could have been used to describe the results from Election Day 2020 in the United States of Amer-
ica, that certainly was not its original intent. Jesus often reminded his disciples to stay alert, to 
open they eyes, ears, minds, and hearts to the signs of the times around them. They were witness-
ing God incarnate during their time, yet we have the same opportunity to witness our God alive 
today in all that we encounter. Our SLE for this week reminds us of our call to be faith-filled serv-
ant-leaders who make good moral decisions that value social justice and the common good, 
and we intentionally selected this SLE for this week because of the elections happening across our 
country. As of the writing of this reflection, the AP has now declared Mr. Joe Biden as the winner 
of the 2020 Presidential Election. While I will refrain from digging deep into partisan politics, I 
certainly am taking a deep breath now that the anticipation is over. Congratulations to Mr. Biden 
and Mrs. Harris, the first female, African-American, and Asian-American to be elected to the posi-
tion of Vice President in our nation's history. However, the work we are called to do as Catholics, 
Christians, and citizens is never over, we must constantly stay awake, stay alert, and remain vigi-
lant in our pursuit of social justice and the common good.  
 
While we were awaiting the election results this week, protestors from many sides took to the 
streets to speak their minds and advocate for their beliefs. Messaging was often in opposition: 
"Biden" vs. "Trump" - “Count the vote!” vs. “Stop the count!” While the rhetoric from politicians 
and commentators seemed rooted in prior convictions rather than factual data, the people took to 
the streets. Catholics are called to vote their consciences, and we know that this teaching can lead 
us to different places based on what we most value. We often hear that certain demographics vote 
against their “self-interest” in supporting candidates or political parties, but from a Catholic per-
spective, it is not self-interest that should inspire our political beliefs, it is the unceasing pur-
suit of social justice and the common good. There are times where our faith demands that we 
vote against policies and positions that would be in our personal self-interest, but in support of the 
common good. These are hard decisions to make, but they are also right decisions to make, as we 
are not baptized into a Christian faith to “make it” in this world, but rather, to evangelize and cast 
a wide net to inspire others to love God and love others along the way. Jesus has been offer -
ing us parables about what the Kingdom of God is like throughout the Sunday readings this au-
tumn season, and a common thread in these parables is that God’s Kingdom starts small, but ex-
pands greatly - on God’s time, not ours - an important reminder that we are laborers (as our 
elected officials), not the Master Builder. We are called to be those individual catalysts - as 
individuals and as a community - who ignite the sparks and flames that set the world on fire with 
God’s love. Social justice is not achieved quickly. No election or politicians remove our Christian 
duty and baptismal mandate to advocate for and act in support of social justice and the common 
good. We have learned in our study of the history of our world, our Church, and our nation that 
working in pursuit of justice and the common good does not have an endpoint, at least in this life, 
it is a continuous journey. We all have a role to play, and it might be our life’s work to discern 
what exactly that work is. However, if we look to the lives and witness of the Saints (and saints), 
we can see that we have every reason to be hopeful. The work of social justice is never done, but it 
is healthy and necessary to pause, lift up, and celebrate the victories along the way. After  all, 
the Gospels show us that Jesus always loved a good meal and party with his community!  
 
Have a blessed week,                                                                    Matthew D. DeBoer, Principal  


