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Saint Therese Parish 
The Epiphany of  the Lord  

January 3, 2021 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
 Worship with Joy  Work for Justice  Grow in God’s Love 

Parish Office is open by appointment only due to COVID-19 
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The Epiphany of  the Lord 

Reading I  Is 60:1-6 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon 

you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the 

LORD shines, and over you appears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by 

your shining radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to you: 

your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their nurses. 

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow,  for the rich-

es of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 

Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall 

come bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.  

Reading II  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace  that was given to 

me for your benefit, namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation.  It was 

not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 

apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same 

body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  

Gospel  Mt 2: 1-12 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod,  behold, magi from 

the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews?  We saw his star 

at its rising and have come to do him homage."  When King Herod heard this, he was greatly 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They said to him, "In Bethlehem 

of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet:  And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shep-

herd my people Israel.  Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time 

of the star's appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  "Go and search diligently for the 

child. When you have found him, bring me word,  that I too may go and do him homage."  After 

their audience with the king they set out.  And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 

preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.  They were over-

joyed at seeing the star,  and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. 

They prostrated themselves and did him homage.  Then they opened their treasures and of-

fered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to re-

turn to Herod, they departed for their country by another way. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2


Every Sunday the church is open to all from 10am - 11:30 am for private prayer 

The Epiphany of  the Lord 
Sunday, January 3, at 11:30am    

Please be sure to sign-up for January Masses.   We only have room for 50 people at each Mass.  
Reserved seating only.  To attend, you must register ahead of time.  Click on Register now or 
use your smart phone at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese, or 
sign up at the Parish website st-therese.cc.   

Please arrive 10 - 15 minutes early for Mass.  Ushers will seat you (additional details below). 

Livestreaming of  St. Therese Masses at: 

https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/  

*Donations to Livestream enhanced system may be made on the Parish website. 

Stewardship of Treasure link: Please make your pledge for 2021 online at www.st-therese.cc. 

 What We Need to Do & Changes at Mass to Keep Each Other Safe 

 

You must register ahead of time  - 

 BUT please stay home if you are sick (temperature over 100.4
ᵒ
, diarrhea, vomiting,  

  runny nose/congestion, or fatigue) 

 Wear a mask * Wear gloves * Check in at entrance on the west side of church 

 6-ft. physical distancing at all times & 12-ft. from our priest while he celebrates Mass 

 Seating by ushers * No kiss of peace * No group singing (cantor wears a mask) 

 No processions and no passed baskets * No incense or holy water * No cup  
Communion in the hand during the Mass  

 Dismissal from back to front. 
 

Please dress warmly as the church is very cold. The windows in the church are open for ventilation. 

Parish Office open by appointment only due to virus 

Sat Jan 2 Virtual Holiday Concert by  
 Shades of Praise Choir    6pm 

Sun Jan 3 The Epiphany of the Lord 

Tue Jan 5 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm 

Sat Jan 9 Caring for our Common Home  9:30am 

Sun Jan 10 The Baptism of the Lord 
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Festive New Year’s parish grounds 
work-party, Saturday, January 9th, 
2021!.  We will be on site by 9:30am.  
Come late, leave early.  New 
volunteers are always wel-
come!  Contact John Russell: 
jvrussell85@gmail.com 

Thanks for Our Christmas Liturgies! 
Special thanks - in this extraordinary Christmas season - to music directors  
Diane Figaro and Kent Stevenson; pianist Joseph Rojo; Choir Directors Kenya 
Leger and Michael Allen; members of the Spirit Choir and Shades of Praise/
Jubilation Choirs; to our liturgical ministers, and to Nicole St. Hilaire, Pastoral 
Assistant for Faith Formation, for their outstanding effort to make our beauti-
ful Christmas liturgies possible, even in this time of Covid quarantine. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
https://www.st-therese.cc/
http://www.st-therese.cc
mailto:jvrussell85@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
  December 27, 2020  

John Russell, Stewardship Chair 
   jvrussell85@gmail.com 

“Go and search diligently for the child.” 
Herod the Great to the Magi, Matthew 2:8a 

Happy Feast of the Epiphany! 

Joseph and Mary are relaxing with their baby when suddenly there is a knock on the door and three exotic 
strangers enter bearing gold and frankincense and myrrh and announce that they have been following their  
baby’s star from the east and have come to worship him, the King of the Jews. This might have filled them 
with astonishment, though after angelic visits and awe-struck shepherds, perhaps nothing much surprises them. 
But it must certainly have filled them with terror, for they would have known that Herod would not be pleased, 
and indeed, thirty years later, the Jewish religious authorities would persuade the Roman administrator to exe-
cute him on precisely that charge. 

But searching diligently for the child is what we are called to do as Christians. Let us take time to be quiet and 
pray and search our hearts for the Christ child. 

The Magi found the child by giving of their time and talents. They brought extravagant gifts. As you can see 
from the numbers below, we are falling short of our budget. Please follow the example of the Magi and be  
extra generous! 

If you haven’t made a pledge for next year, please go online to st-therese.cc, click on Give on the banner, and 
then choose “Stewardship of  Treasure Commitment Form.” 

 Collections July 1 - December 25, 2020 $148,115 

        Where we need to be:  $185,006 
         Last year at this time: $159,815 

  How To Update Your 2021 Giving Online on PushPay 

 We are so grateful to you for pledging your offerings for 2021!  Now would be the time to update your giving 

online to start Jan. 1, 2021.  Here's how: 

1) If you are currently on Pushpay and don't want to change the amount, you don't need to do anything; 

your giving will continue. 

2) If you are on PushPay but want to change the amount, please log on and enter the new amount at 

https://pushpay.com/login?Mode=P&returnUrl=%2Fpushpay  

3) If you are NOT on PushPay and are new to pledging online, you may begin your giving at 

 https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly   

4) If you have a recurring gift but have not switched to PushPay, you may do so at https://pushpay.com/g/

saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly   Please ask PAA Diane Figaro to discontinue your old account. 

   Thank you so much for your support to the St. Therese community, our ministries and assistance. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE FOR ST. THERESE PARISH 

First-Time and RENEWAL pledges as of December 23 for 2021.  To date, we have heard from 26% of 

Parish households, with pledges totaling $258,111.  Thank you to those who have responded!  

https://pushpay.com/login?Mode=P&returnUrl=%2Fpushpay
https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly
https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly
https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly
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DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS 

The pickup of nonperishable food every Sunday is 12:30pm for food  

donations left outside the church after 8:30am that morning.   

ST. VINCENT de PAUL   
DELAY IN THE COVID RELIEF LEGISLATION  
IS HURTING OUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Father Rob Evenson’s eloquent homily on Sunday, about the many hard-
ships of the Holy Family, seemed very timely in light of the terrible dis-
tress that many families are facing today.  Many of our neighbors that we 
help are unemployed or have had their hours reduced for various rea-

sons, and some are disabled.  The confusion as to when and how much they will receive in the form 
of unemployment benefits and a direct payment just adds to these problems.  Many unemployment 
benefits have already terminated so there is great anxiety.  Governor Inslee has helped by extending 
the eviction moratorium statewide through March as the Mayor has done in Seattle.  Tenants will still 
be responsible for rents which they will eventually have to pay, although landlords will have to offer 
them payment plans.  Of course, this means that tenants will more than ever need rental payment 
assistance.  Landlords especially smaller owners will bear the brunt of this too.  Many tenants owe  
as much as $5,000 on their leases. 
 
The federally funded CARES ACT Eviction Prevention and Rental Assistance Program (EPRAP) 
closed to new applications as of December 4 because of the backlog of processing requests.  This is 
a very complicated program, but hopefully it will commence again soon.  In the meantime, we will try 
our best to assist folks in need with our limited amount of funds.  Good news is that St. Edward’s  
Parish now has an organized SVdP conference, but they will still need our help for some time. 
 
If you would like to assist us, you can donate by mailing your gift to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. 
Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122 or by doing so online via the parish website www.st-therese.cc where 
you will find specific information about donating to the conference.  For help for your family during the 
holidays, please call 206-767-6449. 

Our Sunday food collections for the Food Bank at St. Mary’s have been very good in this time of 
great need (see below for details).   
 
As the Christmas season ends in a year like no other in so many ways, we thank you and are really 
grateful to all of you for your kindness and generosity toward our mission.  There is a beautiful Christ-
mas Carol, “Good King Wenceslas,“ in which the Page follows the Monarch through deep snows and 
howling winds to a Peasant in a cave a long ways off, bringing him food, wine and firewood.  It ends 

in a Christian message about giving: 

Therefore, Christian men, be sure, 
Wealth or rank possessing, 

Ye who now will bless the poor, 
Shall yourself find blessings. 

 
God Bless and We Will Be There.              Robert Mackin    rmackinatty@yahoo.com  

http://www.st-therese.cc
mailto:rmackinatty@yahoo.com
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December 18, 2020 

Dear St. Therese Family & Friends,  

2020 has truly been a year like no other. Many of us could not be more eager to turn the page on 

this year and begin anew. However, this year has provided us with the opportunity to slow down, reflect, and 

recognize the gifts and blessings in our lives with new eyes. In addition, this year has forced us - as individu-

als, communities, and a nation - to recognize the truth in the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. ’s words, 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat against justice everywhere.”  

Despite the fact that our school community has not been together on campus in nearly 10 months, our All-

stars continue to shine - reminding us of another famous statement by Dr. King, “Only in the darkness can we 

see the stars.”  From a 100% acceptance rate to Catholic high schools for the third straight year, to transition-

ing to remote learning, to organizing a march for justice, to offering a summer preschool for the first time, we 

had no shortage of shining lights in an otherwise dark year.  

Thinking back on 2020, I am humbled and filled up by the HOPE that our students have brought us. I am re-

minded of the third principle of Kwanzaa - Ujima. This principle focuses on collective work and responsibility, 

what Catholics might call working for the common good. This interdependence really captures how our com-

munity persevered through 2020.  

When middle school parent, Dr. Chris Behrens, educating our staff on what we were facing with this new 

coronavirus back in March, and parents showed up for our drive-by Teacher Appreciation Week parade in 

May, our parents were there for our teachers.  With home visits for supply drop offs and check -ins, 1:1 virtual 

tutoring, and dance parties for virtual recess, our teachers were there for our students.  At outdoor graduation 

in June, our fall Jog-a-thon, and “Trunk-or-Treating” for Halloween, our staff and parents together made last-

ing memories happen for our students. In these and so many ways, our St. Therese Family truly lifts each 

other up, and that interdependence moves in all directions.  

The stretch between Thanksgiving and Christmas is always a tough one for teachers. Fatigue is deeply root-

ed. Focus levels are low and energy levels are high for students eagerly awaiting Christmas break. In brief, 

it’s an exciting time of year, but a challenging time to teach. 

Perhaps recognizing this, two 7th Grade Allstars, Ligaya and Isadora, went out of their way to both shock and in-

spire their teachers this month… Our middle school teachers host office hours in which students can pop in to get 

extra help during remote learning. These are usually busy and productive, but can also be stressful given all the 

complexities of remote schooling. A few days before Christmas break, when both students and teachers (it’s 

true…) were counting the days (and hours) until break, Ligaya and Isadora popped into each of their teachers’ of-

fice hours. When their teachers asked what they needed help with, they said, “Nothing, we just wanted to say thank 

you for all you do for us!”  In just a few seconds and even less words, these 7th grade faith-filled servant-leaders 

uplifted and inspired their teachers, giving them the hope and inspiration they needed to finish 2020 strong.  

We all need affirmation. We all need confirmation that our labor is not in vain.  Teaching is often called a 

“thankless” profession, but we teach because we care. We serve because we love. 2020 has revealed how much 

our teachers do for our children and families, and it has also revealed in new ways how truly amazing and excep-

tional our Allstar children and families are.  

These revelations are not necessarily new, but these reminders speak to the fact that St. Therese truly is so much 

more than a school. We are more than a community. St. Therese is a FAMILY in which all individuals are welcome, 

are shown that they matter, and are honored for the unique gifts from God that they truly are. Families take care of 

each other, and it has been a gift to witness how the St. Therese Family has expressed this mutual care and com-

passion in a year like no other.   

I’m blessed to be a part of this St. Therese Family, and I am grateful you are a part of our family as well. As we 

close 2020, please consider a gift to our Annual Fund to help us serve more children like Ligaya and Isadora in our 

present and future work of acting with justice, leading by example, and making excellence happen on purpose!  

Blessings and gratitude,  Principal Matthew DeBoer  
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