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Saint Therese Parish 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 24, 2021 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
 Worship with Joy  Work for Justice  Grow in God’s Love 

Parish Office is open by appointment only due to COVID-19 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I  Jon 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah, saying: “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it 

the message that I will tell you.” So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, according to the LORD ’S 

bidding. Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; it took three days to go through it. Jonah began his 

journey through the city, and had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, “Forty days more and Nine-

veh shall be destroyed,” when the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of 

them, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 

When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way,  he repented of the evil that he had 

threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out. 
 

Reading II  1 Cor 7:29-31 

I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out.  From now on, let those having wives act as not 

having them, those weeping as not weeping, those rejoicing as not rejoicing, those buying as not own-

ing, those using the world as not using it fully.  For the world in its present form is passing away.  
 

Gospel  Mk 1:14-20 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of 

fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  As he passed by the Sea 

of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea;  they were fishermen. 

Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they abandoned their nets 

and followed him.  He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother 

John. They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them.  So they left their father Zebedee 

in the boat along with the hired men and followed him. 

A PRAYER FOR OUR GOVERNMENT  

We pray O God of might, wisdom and justice, through whom authority is rightly administered, laws are en-

acted, and judgment decreed, assist with your Holy Spirit of counsel and fortitude the President of these 

United States, that his administration may be conducted in righteousness and be eminently useful to your 

people over whom he presides; by encouraging due respect for virtue and religion; by a faithful execution of 

the laws in justice and mercy; and by restraining vice and immorality. 

Let the light of your divine wisdom direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the proceed-

ings and laws framed for our rule and government, so that they may tend to the preservation of peace, the 

promotion of national happiness, the increase of industry, sobriety and useful knowledge; and may perpetu-

ate to us the blessing of equal liberty. 

 We pray for his excellency, the governor of this state, for the members of the assembly, for all judges, mag-

istrates, and other officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare, that they may be enabled, by 

your powerful protection, to discharge the duties of their respective stations with honesty and ability. 

We recommend likewise, to your unbounded mercy, all our brethren and fellow citizens throughout the Unit-

ed States, that they may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the observance of your most holy law; 

that they may be preserved in union, and in that peace which the world cannot give; and after enjoying the 

blessings of this life, be admitted to those which are eternal. (Archbishop John Carroll, 1791). 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jonah/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/7?29
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?14


Please keep in your prayers parishioner Malisa Phonethep Hill and her family, who recently have 
suffered the loss of their grandfather, two uncles and a cousin.  

Every Sunday the church is open to all from 10am - 11:30 am for private prayer 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, January 24, at 11:30am, with Spirit Choir  

Please be sure to sign-up for January Masses.   We only have room for 50 people at each Mass.  
Reserved seating only.  To attend, you must register ahead of time.  Click on Register now or 
use your smart phone at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese, or 
sign up at the Parish website st-therese.cc.   

Please arrive 10 - 15 minutes early for Mass.  Ushers will seat you (additional details below). 

Livestreaming of  St. Therese Masses at: 

https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/  

*Donations to Livestream enhanced system may be made on the Parish website. 

Stewardship of Treasure link: Please make your pledge for 2021 online at https://www.st-
therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form 

 What We Need to Do & Changes at Mass to Keep Each Other Safe 

 

You must register ahead of time  - 

 BUT please stay home if you are sick (temperature over 100.4
ᵒ
, diarrhea, vomiting,  

  runny nose/congestion, or fatigue) 

 Wear a mask * Wear gloves * Check in at entrance on the west side of church 

 6-ft. physical distancing at all times & 12-ft. from our priest while he celebrates Mass 

 Seating by ushers * No kiss of peace * No group singing (cantor wears a mask) 

 No processions and no passed baskets * No incense or holy water * No cup  
*Communion in the hand during the Mass  

 Dismissal from back to front. 
 

Please dress warmly as the church is very cold.  The doors to the south and west are now closed dur-
ing Mass.  However, windows in the church remain partially open for required ventilation. 

Parish Office open  
by appointment only due to virus 

Parish Events 

Sun Jan 24 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 11:30am 

Sun Jan 31 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 11:30am 

Wed Feb 3 Staff Meeting  10am 

Sat Feb 13  Our Common Home   9:30am 

Tue Feb 16 Virtual Fat Tuesday Party  7pm 
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DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP  
FOOD DONATIONS 

The pickup of nonperishable food  
every Sunday is 12:30pm for food  
donations left outside the church after 
8:30am that morning. 

This allows those attending Mass at 
11:30am to bring food with them.  All food should be 
left at the south entrance of the church to support St. 
Mary’s Food Bank along with donations from Leschi 
Market.      Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
https://www.st-therese.cc/
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
  January 24, 2021  

John Russell, Stewardship Chair 

Now Nineveh was an enormously large city.   Jonah 3:3b 
 

The book of Jonah is extremely short, only 48 verses, but it is extremely dense, dealing with God’s call, 
God’s will, discerning God’s will, the response to the call, being angry at God, the nonbelief of both believers 
and non-believers, God’s love, our self-centeredness and undoubtedly a few things I’ve missed. 

Today’s verses are in the middle of the story. At the beginning, God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh to call for 
repentance. But Jonah doesn’t want to do this. Nineveh is full of unbelievers and wickedness and Jonah wants 
to see it punished, so he gets on a boat to flee to Tarshish. The Lord pursues him, however, sending a great 
storm. The pagan crew reluctantly throws him overboard and converts when the storm immediately abates. 

Jonah, however, is swallowed by a whale (“great fish” if you want to get literal) and stays in its belly three 
days and three nights (Jesus’ “sign of Jonah” in Matthew 12:38-41).  He prays in repentance, and is coughed 
up on dry land. 

But the Lord is not finished with Jonah.  He again sends him to Nineveh, and so we have today’s first reading. 

“Nineveh was an enormously large city.” It’s going to take Jonah three days (again) to cross it. He no sooner 
gets started than the whole city, including the king, is in sack cloth. God relents, and Jonah is angry. He still 
wants Nineveh punished. He leaves the city and prays to God to take his life, which God refuses to do. Instead 
his give Jonah a gourd plant that shades him for a day but then kills off the plant, which angers Jonah.  God 
tells Jonah to quit being so self-centered, that the people (to say nothing of the animals) of Nineveh are much 
more important than the plant. Interestingly, the story ends without telling us if Jonah repents. 

So some things to think about: How self-centered am I?  In my judgments, in what I do with God’s gifts, in 
what I have failed to do? Am I angry at God? Am I at the center of that anger? What can I say to unbelievers? 
How can I spread the Word? Do I feel that God is asking too much of me? Do I feel that God is too merciful? 

Thank you for being wonderful financial stewards of your parish! As you can see below, we aren't where we 
need to be but we are in a much, much better financial position than we were before Christmas. Thank you for 
your gratitude and your generosity!    jvrussell85@gmail.com 

 Collections July 1 - January 21, 2021 $202,226 

        Where we need to be:  $217,834 
         Last year at this time: $204,597 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE FOR ST. THERESE PARISH 

First-Time and RENEWAL pledges as of January 21, for 2021:  We have received 

pledges totaling $280,882.  Thank you to those who have responded!  

How To Update Your 2021 Giving Online on PushPay 

It’s time to update online giving!  Thank you for your support!  Automatic withdrawals stay the same, 
unless you initiate changes by yourself!  Please go to https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-

treasure-commitment-form or click on Give on our website.  We really appreciate your support dur-
ing this challenging time.   

Lost and Found   A set of keys was found in the church on Sunday, Jan. 3.  We are keeping 
them at the sign-in desk. Please call 206-271-5117 for more info.  

https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form
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Lenten Small Groups are Forming 

LENT SMALL GROUPS:  We will continue our tradition of offering small groups during Lent.  This 

year, we will use the resource published by the Inter-community Peace and Justice Center (IPJC) 

on the American Bishops’ Pastoral on Racism:  Open Wide Our Hearts.  

There will be four sessions, the weeks of February 21, March 7, March 14, and March 21.  Each 

session will focus on reading and discussing a section of the pastoral.  Because our Lent small 

groups will be virtual, you may join any group.  

The booklets are only available in hard-copy, so arrangements will be made for pick up at church or, 

possibly, from the group leader.  

If you are interested in leading a small group during Lent, please contact Victoria Ries at: 

victoria.ries@comcast.net or 206-915-3479. 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL   

TINA TURNER – FROM PAIN TO POSITIVITY AND HAPPINESS 

 

When we SVdP members think about the neighbors we help, it concerns us how they 
can go forward:  Unemployed or with substantially reduced hours, often single parent 
families with at least a couple of children, and behind in rent by thousands of dollars. We 

hope they will survive the pain, have a good life, and that our little bit of help gave them some comfort.  

This hope is rooted in our Christian faith and in those of other religions seeking God’s help.  Sometimes inspi-
rations based in faith come from unexpected sources.  Yes, Tina Turner is one of the Queens of Rock and 
Roll for the ages.  As we know, she was an absolutely stunning performer, but Superstars hurt, too.  In a re-
cent AARP Magazine article, it was noted that she was not wanted by her mother, subjected to domestic vio-
lence by her co-performer husband (she forgave  both), and in recent years  she suffered from a stroke, a kid-
ney transplant, and colon cancer.  But all these events made Tina, a devout Buddhist and author, in her mind 
stronger, and in her statement about positivity she said: 

“Spiritually, I believe that all the hard times I went through set up my mission in life, giving hope to others so 
they can become happy, too.  Through everything, my purpose was not only to survive and thrive myself, but 
also to be a positive example and encourage and inspire people to never give up.” 

And then there was her quote that should inspire all St. T folks who are supporting our mission or helping  
others in the many opportunities we are afforded: 

 “ …And most of all be kind.  Kindness is beautiful.  Out of that will come happiness.…” 

So we pray our neighbors never give up because like Tina, they can find happiness. 

Times are not  getting any better with the pandemic and the economy, but your financial and food assistance 
is making a difference with our neighbors.  And we trust our new Federal Administration will now move for-
ward and provide additional stimulus and COVID legislation that will help our neighbors.  

If you would like to assist us, you can donate by mailing your gift to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., 
Seattle, WA  98122 or by doing so online via the parish website www.st-therese.cc where you will find specific 
information about donating to the conference.  For food donations, which are getting better each week, please 
see pg. 3.  For help for your family, please call 206-767-6449.  

 

God Bless and We Will Be There.              Robert Mackin    rmackinatty@yahoo.com  

Seattle University has a “Kudoboard” in loving memory of Fr. Joseph McGowan, 
S.J., who died Dec. 23.  Brief remembrances may be posted and read at: 

https://kudoboard.com/boards/0TE9oTtg  

mailto:victoria.ries@comcast.net
http://www.st-therese.cc
mailto:rmackinatty@yahoo.com
https://kudoboard.com/boards/0TE9oTtg
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