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Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Reading I   Acts 9:26-31 

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples,  but they were all afraid of him, not believing 

that he was a disciple.  Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to the apostles,  and he  

reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he 

had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. He moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, and spoke 

out boldly in the name of the Lord. He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried to kill 

him. And when the brothers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his way to 

Tarsus. 

The church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at peace.  It was being built up and walked in 

the fear of the Lord, and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.  

Reading II  1 Jn 3:18-24 

Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. 

Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth and reassure our hearts before him in whatev-

er our hearts condemn, for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything.  Beloved, if our hearts 

do not condemn us, we have confidence in God and receive from him whatever we ask, because we 

keep his commandments and do what pleases him. And his commandment is this: we should believe in 

the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us. Those who keep his 

commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we know that he remains in us is from the 

Spirit he gave us. 

Gospel  Jn 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  He takes away every 

branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You 

are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.  Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a 

branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in 

me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, be-

cause without me you can do nothing.  Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown out like a 

branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a fire and they will be burned.  If you  

remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.  By this 

is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. ” 
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Archbishop Announces Leadership Change 

Last weekend, a letter was read at our Masses from Archbishop Etienne informing us that we will 

have a change of leadership as of July 1, 2021.  Fr. Richard (Woody) McCallister has been assigned 

as Pastor of St. Therese and Immaculate Conception Parishes in Seattle.  Times of transition can be 

challenging - however, if embraced in an open and positive way, it can be a blessing for our parish. 

More information about this transition and Fr. Maurice’s next assignment will be forthcoming. 

This week you received a letter from the Archbishop announcing the Annual  

Catholic Appeal.  The ACA is our support for the many ministries of the Archdio-

cese of Western Washington.  Our parish goal is to raise $39,113 for this cam-

paign.  In the coming days, you will receive a letter from Fr. Maurice sharing more 

information and asking for your financial contribution.  We are grateful for your 

prayerful consideration and support of the ACA this year. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/9?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/3?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?1


Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 2, at 8:30am (Spirit Choir) and at 11:30am (Shades of Praise Choir)  

St. Therese normal schedule with two Masses on Sunday!  As a result, it is no longer 
necessary to register for Mass.  But we need more Lectors and Ushers, volun-
teers to assist with livestreaming, as well as cleaning between Masses.  So, if you are 
ready to return to Mass and are willing to support our community, please contact  
Nicole St. Hilaire at nicoles@st-therese.cc.  

Livestreaming of St. Therese Masses on alternate Sundays  
We Livestream 11:30 am Mass on 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month and  

 8:30 am Mass on 2nd and 4th Sundays. This week it will be the 11:30am Mass. 
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/  

*Donations to Livestream Enhanced System may be made on the Parish website.  Click on GIVE 
on the right hand side of the menu bar.  Stewardship of Treasure link:  Please make your pledge for 

2021 online at https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form. Thank you! 

What We Need to Do & Changes at Sunday Mass to Keep Each Other Safe 

 Wear a mask  

 6-ft. physical distancing at all times & 12-ft. from our priest while he celebrates Mass 

 Seating by ushers * No kiss of peace  

 Singing by the Choir only, with 6-ft. social distancing and wearing 3-layer masks. 

 No processions and no passed baskets * No incense or holy water * No cup  
* Communion in the hand during the Mass  

Stay home if you are sick (fever over 100.4
ᵒ
, diarrhea, vomiting, runny nose/congestion, or fatigue). 

The doors and windows of the church remain partially open for required ventilation. 

On cooler days you may still require a jacket or sweater. 

Parish Events   
Sun May 2  Fifth Sunday of Easter   8:30 & *11:30am 

Tue May 4 Weekday Mass  5:30pm 
 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm  

Wed May 5 Staff Meeting   10am 
Thu May 6 Shades of Praise Rehearsal  6:30pm 
 Pastoral Council Meeting  7pm 

Sun May 9  Sixth Sunday of Easter   *8:30 & 11:30am 

Tue May 11 Weekday Mass  5:30pm 
 Adult Religious Education Series   7pm 
   Please see page 7 for more info 
 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm  

Thu May 13 Shades of Praise Rehearsal  6:30pm 

* This Mass will be Livestreamed  

All events are virtual except liturgies, 
Spirit Choir rehearsal and Our Common Home 
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Sending Forth 

Have you noticed… at the end of Mass, Fr. 
Maurice or Deacon Greg invite us to “Go forth 
proclaiming the Gospel with our lives,” or “to 
love and serve the LORD.”  During Easter-
time, it is no mere coincidence that the church 
is decorated with beautiful colors and so is the 
earth outside.  Our festive celebration of the 
Mass seems to spill out to all of the shrubs 
and flowers in bloom and birds singing around 
us.  We are filled with joy in the resurrection of 
Christ, the triumph of the Passover and the 
Paschal Lamb.  The Israelites tied the cele-
bration of their new life of freedom to new life 
in the earth and early Christians did the same 
with Easter.  Now we take our joy out to the 
rest of the world to work for justice to end all 
other types of slavery, death, and sin.  

mailto:nicoles@st-therese.cc
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
https://st-therese.cc/
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form


STEWARDSHIP CORNER     May 2, 2021 
John Russell, Stewardship Chair   

     jvrussell85@gmail.com 
 

Children, let us love not in word or speech but 
in deed and truth..                        First letter of John 3:18 

Happy Fifth Sunday of Easter! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Last week, I wrote about Pope Francis’ cry for more caritas, the gift of God which enables us to love for God’s 
own sake and love others for God’s sake. 

Last night I heard a fine testament of caritas by Tyler Perry in, of all places, the Oscars awards: 

You know, when I set out to help someone it is my intention to do just that. I'm not trying to do any-
thing other than meet somebody at their humanity. . . 

My mother taught me to refuse hate. She taught me to refuse blanket judgment.  And in this time and 
with all of the internet and social media and algorithms and everything that wants us to think a certain 
way - the 24-hour news cycle - it is my hope that all of us will teach our kids - and not only to remem-
ber - just refuse hate. Don't hate anybody. 

I refuse to hate someone because they're Mexican or because they are Black or white, or LGBTQ.  
I refuse to hate someone because they're a police officer. I refuse to hate someone because they are 
Asian. I would hope that we would refuse hate. 

I want to take this Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award and dedicate it to anyone who wants to stand in 
the middle, no matter what's around the walls, stand in the middle because that's where healing hap-
pens. That's where conversation happens. That's where change happens. It happens in the middle. 

So anyone who wants to meet me in the middle, to refuse hate, to refuse blanket judgment and to help 
lift someone's feet off the ground, this one is for you, too. 

This is a small section of an 800-word speech. The whole speech, which has the reference of standing in the mid-
dle, is at https://www.newsweek.com/tyler-perrys-oscar-2021-speech-transcript-fullrefuse-hate-1586361 and a  
half dozen other websites. 

Ministry Opportunities 

Victoria Ries has volunteered to continue the garden in suppor t of St. Mary’s Food Bank! Yea!!! She has begun 
tending and caring for it with the help of a couple of volunteers. But she needs your help! If you’re interested, please 
contact Victoria at victoria.ries@comcast.net. 

We need someone with a modest familiarity with computers to help Nicole run our livestream equipment. Although we 
are now celebrating two Masses on Sunday, we still are at less than capacity, and many parishioners are still staying 
away because the COVID danger is still with us. The livestream is our best way to keep our parish vibrant. If you are 
able to watch Mass on your computer, you are computer-savvy enough to help.  Contact Nicole at: nicoles@st-

therese.cc.  

Ellie Wakefield is seeking help making lunches for the Matt Talbot Center. The goal is to provide 30 lunches 
once a month for the center. She needs three volunteers to make ten lunches each and drop them off at the house of a 
fourth volunteer who would then drive them downtown to the Matt Talbot Center. Depending on how many people sign 
up, you may only need to volunteer once every 3-4 months. If you can help, contact Ellie at ellieawake@gmail.com. 
(My all-time favorite email address!)  For you newcomers, the MTC ministers to individuals who want to recover from 
addiction. It was engendered by the Holy Spirit at the same 1981 Cursillo retreat where the Gospel Choir was rooted 
and is led by former St. T parishioner Greg Alex. 

 Collections July 1 - April 29, 2021 $347,507  
Where we need to be: $326,140  

 Last year at this time: $311,582  
 
To support our many ministries, please click on Give on our website. We appreciate your generosity during this 
challenging time.   
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DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS  The pickup of non-
perishable food every Sunday is 12:30pm for food donations left outside 
the church after 8:30am that morning. This allows those attending Mass 
at 11:30am to bring food with them.  All food should be left at the south 
entrance of the church to support St. Mary’s Food Bank along with dona-
tions from Leschi Market.         Thank you! 

 ST. VINCENT de PAUL  
THE VERDICT – A HOPEFUL NEW BEGINNING? 
 

    When we commenced our monthly meeting last Wednesday, the conviction of 

Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd was the first topic of discussion.  I and other Confer-

ence members felt inadequate in articulating the full meaning and significance of this historic 

event.  We turned to our awesome African-American members, Sandra McGowan and Barbara 

Peete, for some guidance.  They were able to assist us in detailing their feelings, including sadness 

when they recalled the experiences they endured for years in one form or another of discrimination, 

and the fear that things were not getting better, with several killings that occurred in the wake of the 

Floyd verdict.  While the verdict was not a reason for celebration, it was a “relief” and brought a glim-

mer of hope for a “new beginning.”  

     We of the St. Therese Conference believe we have a unique perspective and special responsibil-

ity toward the African-American community because they are a large percentage of the neighbors 

we are helping in the parish boundaries.  The needs they have for rent, utilities, food, clothing, edu-

cational and other necessities are often the result of past discriminatory practices and unjust treat-

ment, elements of sustained and systematic racism.  We, the Vincentians of the St. Vincent de Paul 

Conference of St. Therese Parish, promise that we will continue to have the highest commitment to 

this new path of justice. 

King County Eviction Prevention and Rent Assistance Program (EPRAP).  Congratulations to our 

Seattle-King County St. Vincent de Paul offices for their new Newsletter which provides us with 

prayer and very valuable information, as well as programs to assist us in helping our neighbors.  The 

Council informs us that the tenant pool for EPRAP will open May 10, 2021.  Until further notice our 

neighbors are advised to access kingcount.gov/covid/rent and scroll to and sign up on the King 

County Rental Assistance Form. 

If you would like to assist us, you can donate by mailing your gift to Sr. Kathleen-SVdP, 3514 E. 

Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122 or by doing so online via the parish website www. st-therese.cc 

where you will find specific information about donating to the conference. For food donations, please 

see below - thanks for your continued strong support!  

For help for your family, please call 206-767-6449. 

 
God Bless and We Will Be There.              Robert Mackin   rmackinatty@yahoo.com 
 



News from the Atrium  
Children are welcome back in person for Levels 2 and 3 with 
COVID 19 precautions in place.  Please contact Nicole St. Hilaire  
if you have any questions at: nicoles@st-therese.cc. 
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St. Therese Parish        Adult Religious Education Series      2021 -- Spring      
 

     Theme:  THE SIN & TRAGEDY OF RACISM: RENEWING OUR COMMITMENT 
                     FOR JUSTICE & ACTION 

 

Our series continues!  
 

SESSION 5:   “LEARNING TO BE ANTI-RACIST:  STRATEGIES & ACTIONS” (PART 2) 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 7:00pm – 8:30pm  (via Zoom) 
Presenter:  Marlon Brown (Racial Equity Consultants, facilitator and "change agent") 
Included topics/themes: 
  --Micro-aggressions: how to interrupt them and repair the harm 

  --Anti-racism:  overcoming our unconscious biases 

  --Finding our voices:  how can we be prophets of hope?! 

 

SESSION 6:  “COMING FULL CIRCLE: THE EXPERIENCE OF RACISM & SUPPORTING  
        EACH OTHER” (PART 2) 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021, 7:00pm – 8:30pm  (via Zoom) 
Presenter:  Panel of Parishioners 

Included topics/themes:  
  --What can I/we do to face and overcome racism in my life?  
  --How can our parish community engage in solving the issue of racism? 

  --How can we ally ourselves with the (ongoing) victims of racism? 

 

All sessions will be held via Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88603128646 
 
 

JOIN US!! 
   …as we seek the personal healing and renewal 
          that can transform us and our nation!     
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level III Room 

This photo is of the wall in the Upper Room of the 
Parish Center where our Level III (4th through 6th 
graders) children meet.  Over the years we have 
looked at today’s Gospel and discussed what the 
True Vine really is, how the Holy Spirit is the sap that 
flows to each branch, and the fruits we are all called 
to share with the world.  As part of the conversation, 
the children identify their unique gifts and label their 
“grapes.”  The faded ones were once purple, but sun 
and time have bleached them to champagne color! 
Next time you are in the Parish Center, come see the 
beautiful fruits our children have been sharing with 
our community. 



Easter Greetings, St. Therese Family! 
 

 Our 30th week of school was filled with busyness and a wide range of emotions. To name a few… 

On Monday, we welcomed our 7th Graders back to campus.  
On Tuesday, we awaited and received the verdict in the trial for the killing of George Floyd. Our 7th and 8th 

Grade students prayed in silence in our church before the verdict, and our 2nd-8th Grade students gath-
ered outside to pray a Rosary for justice and peace to close the day. 

On Wednesday, we heard that we received a $30,000 COVID-19 Relief Grant from the Fulcrum Foundation!  
On Thursday, we celebrated Earth Day and our youngest of students taught us ways to reduce, reuse, recy-

cle, and care for God’s Creation.  
On Friday, our Middle School faith-filled servant-leaders came to campus to work together to make 100 burri-

tos to serve to the guests at St. James Cathedral Kitchen.  
  

As the bullets above indicate, it was a busy week. Sometimes, amidst the busyness, it can be tempting to 
avoid the hard questions. It can be easy to ignore complexities around us under the facade of, “I was too 
busy.” In essence, when we get busy, it seems to be natural to become rather self-absorbed and insular. 
However, our call to be faith-filled servant-leaders that value social justice and the common good 
challenges us to never be complacent with the status quo. Our root belief stating that excellence 
happens on purpose reminds us that change and progress do not happen by chance, nor do they happen 
overnight, but they are the result of hard work, perseverance, faith, and a commitment to mission or the 
cause. Just when it seems that our lives are too busy, too full, too crazy - THAT is exactly when we need to 
look outside ourselves and consider the needs of others. We are a communal people - and the best way to 
get out of ourselves is to become immersed in our communities and be attentive to the needs of the com-
mon good. 
  
Our nation, and much of the world, sat on edge during the early afternoon hours on Tuesday, April 20, 
when it was announced that the verdict in the George Floyd murder trial would be announced shortly. Our 
Middle School team and students gathered in God’s house to watch the outcome together, but beforehand, 
we paused to pray and reflect on what was happening. As a community that values social justice and 
the common good, we had some discussions on how our legal and justice systems work. Students asked 
pertinent questions and showed clear understanding of both the process that was underway as well as the 
possible outcomes that awaited. One student asked, “Is today going to be one of those days we look 
back to in history some day?” That day, April 20, could use some “Resurrection light.” April 20 marks the 
birthday of Adolf Hitler. April 20 was chosen as the day for the Columbine High School shooting back in 
1997 because of the aforementioned birthday rooted in hate. April 20 is now also the day that justice was 
served and accountability was enforced in the death of George Floyd. I believe that so many of us were on 
edge because we knew what was at stake and we also have been conditioned to have low expectations in 
similar situations involving law enforcement officials and people of color. However, as our student suggest-
ed, perhaps this past week’s outcome will mark a turning point in our national conversation and systemic 
practices. We’ve seen that the senseless and merciless taking of lives has continued in Chicago, Colum-
bus, North Carolina, and beyond in recent weeks. Will our national conscience and policies change as 
a result of George Floyd’s life, death, and the trial that showed his life mattered?  Only time will tell, 
but we must have hope. 
  
The Rev. Dr. King reminded us that, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” We 
have much work to do in pursuit of social justice and the common good, but we also have a generation of 
young people who are knowledgeable, energized, and committed to do the work. The creative All-
star students of St. Therese - from our Preschool Earth Day advocates to our Middle School social justice 
activists - are ready to lead by example. I think - like Jesus - they will attract many followers along The 
Way. I close today inspired by the words of Margaret Mead who said, “Never doubt that a small group  
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
 

Blessings on this Easter Season!   Mr. Matthew DeBoer, Principal 


