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Laudato SiꞋ This Saturday, April 2 

Volunteers urgently needed to 

prepare Parish grounds for East-

er and beyond.  Some familiarity 

with power tools (such as lawn 

mowers, leaf blower and electric 

saws) would be helpful.  However, most tasks 

do not require any special knowledge or skill.  

All are welcome.  Work begins by 9:30 am and 

breaks for lunch about 12:30.  Contact John 

Russell for more info.  Come late, leave early!  

April 3, 2022 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

READING 1   IS 43:16-21  

RESP. PSALM   PS 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6  

READING 2   PHIL 3:8-14  

GOSPEL   JN 8:1-11  

8:30am   Fr. Woody McCallister 

Spirit Choir  

Noon   Fr. Woody McCallister 

Shades of Praise Choir  

Weekday Mass Thursday, 5:30pm 

Mass at Park Shore Assisted Living,  
2nd and 4th Fridays, 11:00 am 

Monthly, usually on 1st Fridays,  
Mass at St. Therese for our school, 9:00 am 

Holy Days, Mass schedule varies,  
but will be announced 

Reconciliation by Appointment   206-720-7275  

We Livestream Noon Mass on 1st and 3rd Sundays 

of the month and 8:30 am Mass on 2nd, 4th and 

5th Sundays.  Livestreamed at:https://

www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/! 

Parish Events  

Fri Apr 1 STCA Dads’ Fish Fry   4:30pm  

Sat Apr 2 Caring for Our Common Home  9:30am 

Sun Apr 3 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
    8:30am & *Noon 

Mon Apr 4 Wise Ones Meeting   11am 

Wed Apr 6 Staff Meeting  11am 

Thu Apr 7 No 5pm Weekday Mass   
 Shades of Praise and Spirit Choirs 
   Rehearsal   6:30pm 
 Pastoral Council Meeting  7pm 

Fri Apr 8 Mass at Park Shore   11am 

   Spirit Choirs Rehearsal  at IC   6:30pm 

Sun Apr 10 Palm Sunday 
    *8:30am & Noon 

Schedule for Triduum 

Thu Apr 14 Holy Thursday   7pm  (at Immaculate) 

Fri Apr 15 Good Friday    7pm  (at St. Therese) 

Sat Apr 16   Holy Saturday  Easter Vigil   
 at Immaculate Conception  8:30pm  
     with Fr. Woody 
 at St. Therese   8:30pm    
     with Fr. Harry Grile, CSsR 

Sun Apr 17 Easter Sunday  Outdoors 
    9:30am at Immaculate Conception   
    11 am at St. Therese   
   followed by Easter Family Celebration 
     Outdoors  

*This Mass will be Livestreamed  

Masses are open to all.  Masks are  
optional (no longer required).   

Official Guidelines for Lent  
Regulations for Fast and Abstinence: Good 
Friday, April 15, is a day of fast and absti-
nence. Fridays of Lent are also days of absti-
nence. Fasting is to be observed by all eighteen 
years of age and older, who have not yet cele-
brated their sixtieth birthday. On a fast day one 
full meal is allowed. Two other meals, sufficient 
to maintain strength, may be taken according to 
each one’s needs, but together they should not 
equal another full meal. Eating between meals 
is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and 
juices, are allowed.  Abstinence is observed by 
all fourteen years of age and older.  On days of 
abstinence no meat is allowed. Note that when 
health or ability to work would be seriously af-
fected, the law does not oblige. When in doubt 
concerning fast and abstinence, the parish 
priest should be consulted. Fasting, almsgiving, 
and prayer are the three traditional disciplines of 
Lent. The faithful and catechumens should un-
dertake these practices seriously in a spirit of 
penance and of preparation for Baptism or of 
renewal of Baptism at Easter. (Code of Canon 
Law, 1249-1252). 
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mailto:jvrussell85@gmail.com
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Dear friends from Immaculate Conception and St. Therese Parishes: 

This is your note of encouragement to make THIS the year that you choose to come and share the joy 

during our parishes’ celebration of the Easter Triduum.  “Easter Triduum?  What’s that?” I hear you cry. 

The Easter Triduum is one of the oldest and most solemn liturgies in the Roman Catholic tradition of 

worship.  It’s one single worship service spread out over three evenings, including some of the most 

ancient and beautiful prayer forms of our shared history and experience.  I’ve never celebrated the Trid-

uum here at OUR parishes, but I do have 30 years of experience presiding at the Triduum in OTHER 

places, so, based on that experience, I’d like to give you all some sense of what you’ve been missing. 

According to the calendar of the Roman Rite (the calendar that organizes all our public worship), the 

season of Lent ENDS at sundown on Holy Thursday, after which the Triduum begins. On Holy Thurs-

day evening, we celebrate Part One of the Triduum:  the “Mass of the Lord’s Supper”.  It begins very 

much like an ordinary Sunday Mass, but we get to sing the “Gloria” for the first time since Lent began, 

though it’s customary to sing it in a simpler, less rambunctious way than usual.  The Scripture readings 

connect the Passover experience with Jesus’ Last Supper, and with the early Church experience of 

gathering to break bread in the name of Jesus.  After the readings and a brief homily, we enact a ritual 

called “The Washing of the Feet”. This echoes the story from John’s Gospel of Jesus washing the feet 

of the apostles at the Last Supper in an act of humble service, then challenging them (and us) to “wash 

each other’s feet”.  At a minimum, this requires the one presiding at the liturgy to wash the feet of a rep-

resentative sample of the people, but in many parishes this is expanded to include as many people as 

wish to participate, washing each other’s feet as a symbol of our commitment to humble service to one 

another. After the foot-washing ritual, Mass continues in the usual way right up until immediately after 

folks have received communion.  At this point there is no final blessing and dismissal, because, at the 

end of the day, the liturgy is NOT over yet, but rather will continue over the next two evenings.  Be-

cause NO Masses are celebrated in the Catholic Church on Good Friday, but our Good Friday ritual 

DOES include the sharing of communion, enough Eucharist is consecrated at the Holy Thursday even-

ing Mass to provide for the needs of the people on BOTH nights.  Holy Thursday Mass concludes with 

a solemn procession that includes everyone present, carrying the leftover Eucharist to another space, 

called the “Chapel of Repose”, accompanied by incense and song, to be left in a tabernacle overnight 

rather than exposed in a monstrance, (according to the explicit instructions given in the Roman Missal), 

with folks encouraged to stay, watch and pray until as late as midnight.  The Eucharist will be brought 

back into the church in the evening on Good Friday, at the point in that service when communion is 

shared by the people.  All depart in silence, hopefully to continue in prayer at home until we gather 

again on the next day (Good Friday) to celebrate together the “Celebration of the Passion of the Lord”. 

If anything, our evening celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday is even MORE solemn than 

the Holy Thursday Mass.  Since it is a continuation of the previous night’s celebration, there is no open-

ing procession.  Rather, we begin in silence.  If our churches were large enough to accommodate it, we 

would probably ALL lay down prostrate (i.e. face down), in a gesture of profound humility, awe and 

wonder as the liturgy re-commences.  At the very least, a few key prayer leaders do so for a minute or 

two, after which we pray an Opening Prayer and settle in for the readings.  The centerpiece of these 

readings is a proclamation of the Passion of Jesus Christ from the Gospel according to John.  This can 

be done in sections, or occasionally even today you will still find some parishes that break it up into 

“parts” and proclaim it in the form of Reader’s Theatre.  After a brief homily, we pray our way through 

the “Solemn Intercessions”.  These fulfill the same function as the “Prayers of the Faithful” during an 

ordinary Sunday Mass.  But on this night only, the prayers take the form that was used in the ancient 

Church, where first an assistant announces the intention, i.e., whatever it is that we’re praying for, then 

during a brief time of utter silence, the people all pray on their own FOR that intention, and then  
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at the end, the Presider gathers all those individual prayers together into a summary prayer, spoken 

aloud.  The universal Church has 10 intentions built right into the very ritual itself, starting with a prayer 

for the Church and its leaders, then gradually expanding out to other Christians, Jews, theists, everybody 

else, public leaders, and all those in need. On an interesting side-note:  in most religious traditions that 

include some sort of ritual prayer, we find that on the most significant days of their year, the patterns that 

are used in public prayer are the most highly resistant to change.  That’s why, on Good Friday, we cling 

to a pattern of petitionary prayer that feels less familiar, as a way of honoring some very ancient prayer 

practices from our faith community. 

At the end of these prayers, we take some time together to honor and venerate the Cross of Jesus Christ, 

that is, the whole reason for our gathering on this holy night.  We begin this section by gradually bringing 

a large cross into our worship space, pausing and chanting prayers at a few spots along the way in or, if 

that cross is too large and heavy to be carried in safely and with dignity, it may already be IN the worship 

space and is gradually unveiled with chants, rather than being carried in. Then all present are invited and 

encouraged to express their own personal devotion to the Cross, by coming forward and either genuflect-

ing or kneeling down, or kissing the Cross, or simply reaching out to touch it, or just pausing, on foot, for 

a moment of quiet personal prayer.  This ritual may be done in silence, or may be accompanied by quiet 

and thematically appropriate music.  Interesting side note:  even though Catholics are known among our 

fellow Christians as the ones who tend to prefer a CRUCIFIX to a CROSS (the difference being that a 

“crucifix” has an image of the body of Jesus attached to it, while a “cross” does not), since the earliest 

days of the Church we have always used a Cross, rather than a Crucifix, for this solemn celebra-

tion.  This may be in part because these rituals go back to the earliest days of the Church, BEFORE the 

image of a Crucifix became more popular than the image of a Cross, a development which occurred in 

the latter part of the Middle Ages. 

After these individual venerations of the cross are concluded, we move to the final segment of THIS 

evening’s part of the Triduum.  The leftover Eucharist from last night is brought to the table.  We pray the 

Lord’s Prayer together, acknowledge the Lamb of God in our midst as our food, then come forward, each 

in turn, to share communion.  This, too, is often accompanied by some sort of music, even song.  After all 

who wish to have received, there is a brief post-communion prayer and a simple blessing of the assem-

bly.  Then, again because the Triduum (ONE liturgy in three parts) is NOT yet over, we have no dismis-

sal, and there is no procession of ministers or anyone else together out the door.  Rather, all depart at 

their own pace, in silence. 

Finally, on Holy Saturday evening, we come to the high point of this 3-part liturgy, the Easter Vigil, some-

times called “the Mother of all Vigils”.  This part of the service begins with a liturgy of light including a bon-

fire, the new Easter Candle and a candlelight procession, so we are not allowed to start it until after it’s 

gotten dark outside.  During THIS part of the celebration we will retell the high points of the entire history 

of God’s relationship with all of Creation, but especially with the Chosen People, Israel.  The liturgy will 

start quietly and simply, and will build gradually all the way up until its high point, when we announce the 

Good News of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, and welcome new members into his holy people through 

the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. We begin outside with the lighting and blessing 

of a fire, followed by the blessing and lighting of the new year’s Easter Candle, then the entire assembly 

gradually processes into the still-dark church building, lighting their individual candles at the midpoint of 

this procession. Into the darkness we hear the plaintive chant of an ancient hymn of praise to the candle 

and its light, which represent both the Pillar of Fire that led the children of Israel through the desert AND 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.  At the end of this prayer, the lights in the church building come up, 

at least partway, and folks extinguish their candles. 
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Then we embark on an extended, prolonged Liturgy of the Word, including, ideally, 7 passages from the 

Hebrew Scriptures, an Epistle, and Gospel account of the Resurrection. Sometimes, in some parishes, 

they choose to omit one or more of these readings, mostly for the sake of time and convenience. After a 

brief homily, we celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation for those adults and older children who have been 

preparing to join the Church.  If we have no candidates for these sacraments in some years, we renew our 

own baptismal promises and get sprinkled with baptismal water INSTEAD.  The full initiation ritual in-

cludes a Litany of the Saints, the blessing of baptismal water, the proclamation of baptismal promises by 

the candidates, their baptisms, and a celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation for the newly-baptized 

along with anyone joining the Church who had already been baptized in some other Christian tradi-

tion.  Later in the Mass, they will all receive their First Communion along with everyone else in the assem-

bly.  Once these special rituals of Christian Initiation are completed, the rest of this Mass unfolds much the 

same as any other Sunday Mass. The final dismissal is chanted, as is its response by the people, and two 

“Alleluias” are added to it.  “Alleluia” is a word we had put away throughout the season of Lent, largely so 

it would really POP when we brought it back at the Easter Vigil.  With this final blessing and dismissal, at 

last, after 3 evenings of community prayer, the Easter Triduum is concluded.  I’ve left out all sorts of de-

tails, to keep this essay within a readable length, but I hope you’ve at least caught a whiff of how awe-

some it is!  Please consider joining us for all or part of it this year! 

This year’s Triduum is being celebrated back-and-forth between our two parishes.  The evening Mass on 

Holy Thursday will be celebrated at Immaculate Conception Church on April 14
th

 at 7 PM.  Part 2, 

the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord, will be held at St. Therese Church on April 15
th

, also at 

7 PM. We will be going our separate ways for the 3
rd

 part of this liturgy, celebrating the Easter Vigil at 

Immaculate Conception Church AND St. Therese Church, both starting at 8:30 PM.  Since I can’t be 

in two places at once, I will be presiding at the Vigil over at Immaculate, while Fr.  

Harry Grile, CSsR., will be presiding at St. Therese.  Honestly, it feels really odd to me to be breaking 

this one liturgy up this way, bouncing back and forth between two different parishes, but I’m trying my best 

to accommodate the customs and practices that were already in place in our parishes when I arrived last 

July. 

Finally, if the Triduum doesn’t completely exhaust you, remember that we will also have Mass in both of 

our parishes on Easter Sunday:  9:30 AM at Immaculate and 11:00 AM at St. Therese.  Also, the St. 

Therese Easter Sunday Mass will be outdoors, and will be followed by an Easter party featuring fun for the 

whole family!  These are fantastic celebrations, one and all, and definitely something you will NOT want to 

miss!  See you there. 

Peace and love,  

(Fr.) Woody 



 STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
John Russell, Stewardship Chair 

  April 3, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT CHANGING TO MONTHLY 

The Finance Council has recommended that the parish financial report in the Bulletin be monthly 
instead of weekly. Using monthly numbers more accurately reflects the financial condition of the 
parish. The monthly report will begin in mid-April. 

Dear Lord God, 

You alone are the source of  every good gift 

and the mystery of  each human life. 

We thank you for creation 

 and for your tender, faithful love. 

Fill our minds with the Gospel of  your son Jesus 

and fill our hearts with his compassion. 

Send your Spirit to grant us wisdom, 

that our gratitude may bind us together 

into a community of  faith and a caring people. 

Give us the courage 

 to express our gratitude first 

as we discern how to be good stewards 

 of  the gifts entrusted to us, 

that we may do the work for your Kingdom. 

In your son’s name we pray, 

Amen! 
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DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS   

The pickup of nonperishable food every Sunday is 1:00pm for food donations left outside the 

church after 8:30am that morning.  This allows those attending the noon Mass to bring food 

with them.  All food should be left at the south entrance of the church to support St. Mary’s Food Bank.   
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Changing the Amount of Your PushPay Giving on your phone 
Please follow these instructions: 

—Go to the App Store on your mobile phone. 

—Download the PushPay App and select St. Therese.  

—Follow the prompts to the screen for your giving, select “recurring gift” and then “edit.” 

—Enter the amount you wish to give in 2022.   

—If you are changing the credit or debit card, please select “payment method” and enter the 

new card number.    

Thank you for supporting St. Therese through your giving. 

CHANGING YOUR GIVING THROUGH THE WEBSITE 
—Login to PushPay, and go to the main page. 

—Click on the box in the upper right labeled Recurring Gifts.   

—Choose "Edit" on the line with my donation to the parish.  On the edit page at the bottom is  
a button labeled "Edit Recurring."   

—On the edit-recurring page, the amount box allows you to change what you give.  You 
could also choose to change the frequency and start date.  

Thank you for your generosity. 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL    

    NEIGHBORS NEED HOMES 

The combination of the end of the Seattle Moratorium on evictions and finding avail-

able housing for neighbors presents a very difficult continuing problem.  The regular 

resources for housing are hard to contact or get a constructive response from.  All 

we can do now is to try our best to find housing for the neighbors that request it, 

help them with payment plans, and in the meantime make sure that we have sufficient finances to 

assist as needed.  Your donations have been outstanding and are really appreciated. 

If you would like to continue to assist us, especially in helping with rent to avoid homelessness, you 

can do so by contributing on Sunday, at the north and south entrances of the church and on our col-

lection day, the third Sunday of the month.  You can also donate by mailing your gift to Sr. Kathleen-

SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122 or by doing so online via the parish website www.st-

therese.cc where you will find specific information about donating to the conference.  For food dona-

tions which continue to be important, please see below.  For help for your family or friends please 

call 206-767-6449. 

God Bless and We Will Be There.              Robert Mackin rmackinatty@yahoo.com 

mailto:www.st-therese.cc
mailto:www.st-therese.cc
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STCA Reflection for March 25 

 

What does a great leader look like? 

Believe it or not we enter week 28 this week. This begins the 10-week countdown on a year that 

will never be forgotten for many different reasons. Over the weekend I reflected on an awesome 

Friday in our community. Career Day was a big hit and I want to thank each of you for your sup-

port in volunteering yourself or reaching out to your connections to bring such influential adults in 

front of your students. I look forward to conversations this week with students reflecting on who 

their favorite speaker was. Our scholars really lived out the SLE last week of courtesy, hospitality, 

and self-discipline in their words and actions. Not only that, they asked such amazing and chal-

lenging questions to further gain knowledge. Thank you again to all who helped support in any 

way. Bringing professionals into our community will need to be something we do way more often 

than just career day.  

Friday was also a great example of the leaders we have right here in our community, from stu-

dents to adults. This week our SLE calls us to be faith-filled servant leaders who make good moral 

decisions that value social justice and the common good. It was great to see many local leaders 

last Friday. In the world today there are unfortunately not the best examples of leadership on TV. 

With social media there is a temptation to compare ourselves to one another. We often must be 

reminded that if we want to compare ourselves to anyone, Jesus is that highest measure. Jesus 

taught us the greatest among us, is one who serves. This is our call for community this week. Let 

our SLE this week serve as a reminder that all of us can be great. As war rages on across the 

globe, let us keep our sisters and brothers affected at the forefront of our minds. We pray that our 

local leaders can find good moral decisions that value social justice and the common good.  

—Ms. Teresa Day, Vice Principal 

 

Our auction season is now officially underway.  We have adopted the theme, "We are 

FAMILY!" in honor of our 95th anniversary. This year, our auction will be a joint effort 

between our parish and school, but WE NEED ALL HANDS ON DECK! We shared 

our needs at the State of the School, so if you are interested in being part of the solu-

tion, please let us know at pto@stcaseattle.org or auction@stcaseattle.org. Thank 

you to Ms. Wendy and Ms. Courtney for stepping up to help lead us to success! 

We will have our next planning session next week - Procurement Forms and Spon-

sorship Letters are available at the links above - stay tuned! 

mailto:pto@stcaseattle.org
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