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Every First Friday of the month 

 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B) 

September 11-12, 2021 



Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First Reading: Is 50:5-9a 

The Lord GOD opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. 

I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not 

shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set 

my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame. He is near who upholds my right; if 

anyone wishes to oppose me, let us appear together. Who disputes my right? Let that man confront 

me. See, the Lord GOD is my help; who will prove me wrong? 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
I love the LORD because he has heard my voice in supplication,  

Because he has inclined his ear to me the day I called. 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
The cords of death encompassed me; the snares of the netherworld seized upon me; 

     I fell into distress and sorrow, and I called upon the name of the LORD,  

“O LORD, save my life!” 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
Gracious is the LORD and just; yes, our God is merciful.  

The LORD keeps the little ones; I was brought low, and he saved me. 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
For he has freed my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

I shall walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 

 

Second Reading: Jas 2:14-18 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the 

day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give 

them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 

dead. Indeed someone might say, “You have faith and I have works.” Demonstrate your faith to me 

without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works.. 

  

Gospel: Mk 8:27-35 

Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the Baptist, others Elijah, 

still others one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter said to 

him in reply, “You are the Christ.”  Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him. He began 

to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief 

priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples, 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human 

beings do.” He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to 

come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.” 

 
The Story of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

(franciscanmedia.org) 

 

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to 

Jerusalem in search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed the second-century Temple of 

Aphrodite, which tradition held was built over the Savior’s tomb, and her son built the Basilica of 

the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. During the excavation, workers found three crosses. Legend has it 

that the one on which Jesus died was identified when its touch healed a dying woman. 

 

The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem 

toward the end of the fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its 

silver container and placed on a table together with the inscription Pilate ordered placed above 

Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass through one by one; all of them bow down, touching the 

cross and the inscription, first with their foreheads, then with their eyes; and, after kissing the 

cross, they move on.” 

 

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross on the September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the 

Western calendar in the seventh century after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the 

Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to the story, the emperor 

intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move forward until he 

took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot pilgrim. 
 

Reflection: The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of 

artists have turned it into a thing of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as jewelry. To the 

eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty. It stood outside too many city walls, decorated only 

with decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied Rome’s authority—including Christians 

who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although believers spoke of the cross as the instrument of 

salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until 

after Constantine’s edict of toleration. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

 

Today’s reading is the turning point in Mark’s Gospel. In the presentation of the life and ministry 

of Jesus found in the Gospel of Mark, the deeds of Jesus have shown Jesus to be the Son of God. 

Yet many, including Jesus’ disciples, have not yet realized his identity. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 

asks the disciples for a field report by asking what others say about him. He then turns the question 

directly to the disciples and asks what they believe. Peter speaks for all of them when he announces 

that they believe Jesus to be the Christ. 

 

The word Christ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for Messiah, which means “the 

anointed one.” At the time of Jesus, the image of the Messiah was laden with popular expectations, 

most of which looked for a political leader who would free the Jewish people from Roman 

occupation. Jesus does not appear to have used this term for himself. As we see in today’s reading, 

Jesus refers to himself instead as the Son of Man, a term derived from the Jewish Scriptures, found 

in the Book of Daniel and in other apocryphal writings. Many scholars suggest that the phrase Son 

of Man is best understood to mean “human being.” 

 

Now that the disciples have acknowledged Jesus as the Christ, Jesus confides in them the outcome 

of his ministry: he will be rejected, must suffer and die, and will rise after three days. Peter rejects 

this prediction, and Jesus rebukes him severely. The image of Christ that Jesus is giving is not the 

image of the Messiah that Peter was expecting. Jesus then teaches the crowd and the disciples 

about the path of discipleship: To be Chris’s disciple is to follow in the way of the cross. 

 

We can easily miss the fear that Jesus’ words must have evoked in his disciples. Death by 

crucifixion was all too familiar as a method of execution in Roman-occupied territories. It was also 

an omnipresent danger to the Christian community for whom Mark wrote. The path that Jesus was 

inviting his disciples to share meant tremendous suffering and death. This is the kind of radical 

commitment and sacrifice that Jesus calls us to adopt for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

CODE OF CANON LAW 

Role of the Pastor 

 

The Pastor as Teacher and Sanctifier 

Canon 218 - § 1. The pastor is obliged to see to it that the 

word of God in its entirety is announced to those living in the 

parish; for this reason he is to see to it that the lay Christian 

faithful are instructed in the truths of the faith, especially 

through the homily which is to be given on Sundays and holy 

days of obligation and through the catechetical formation 

which he is to give; he is to foster works by which the spirit 

of the gospel, including issues involving social justice, is 

promoted; he is to take special care for the Catholic education 

of children and of young adults; he is to make every effort 

with the aid of the Christian faithful, to bring the gospel 

message also to those who have ceased practicing their 

religion or who do not profess the true faith. 

 

 §2. The pastor is to see to it that the Most Holy Eucharist is 

the center of the parish assembly of the faithful; he is to work 

to see to it that the Christian faithful are nourished through a 

devout celebration of the sacraments and especially that they 

frequently approach the sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist 

and the sacrament of penance; he is likewise to endeavor that 

they are brought to the practice of family prayer as well as to 

a knowing and active participation in the sacred liturgy, 

which the pastor must supervise in his parish under the 

authority of the diocesan bishop, being vigilant lest any 

abuses creep in. 

 

Pastoral Obligations: Governance 

Canon 529 - §1. In order to fulfill his office in earnest the 

pastor should strive to come to know the faithful who have 

been entrusted to his care; therefore he is to visit families, 

sharing the cares, worries, and especially the griefs of the 

faithful, strengthening them in the Lord, and correcting them 

prudently if they are wanting in certain areas; with a generous 

love he is to help the sick, particularly those close to death, 

refreshing them solicitously with the sacraments and 

commending their souls to God; he is to make a special effort 

to seek out the poor, the afflicted, the lonely, those exiled 

from their own land, and similarly those weighed down with 

special difficulties; he is also to labor diligently so that 

spouses and parents are supported in fulfilling their proper 

duties, and he is to foster growth in the Christian life within 

the family. 

 

 §2. The pastor is to acknowledge and promote the proper role 

which the lay members of the Christian faithful have in the 

Church’s mission by fostering their association for religious 

purposes; he is to cooperate with his own bishop and with the 

presbyterate of the diocese in working hard so that the faithful 

be concerned for parochial communion and that they realize 

that they are members both of the diocese and of the universal 

Church and participate in and support efforts to promote such 

communion. 

 

Pray for the Sick & Homebound in our Parish 

  

Richard Hrezo                             Shirley Souza 

Jason Stone   Donald Howard 

Randall & Leslie Cochran  Danny Hobbs  

Mary Lee Fruehan  Dan Whitcome 

Dolly & Jerry Douglass  Reglado Family 

Castro/Santana Family  Cheryl McDonald 

 

Please contact us to include a name.  

 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
 

Sunday Offering:  $2143.00 

Santa Misa:     $126.00 

Baptisms:        $30.00                           

Mass Intentions:                 $160.00                

Poor Box:        $91.00    

Votive Candles:       $46.00         

Property Rent:              $300.00  

                    

   

GRAND TOTAL: $2,896.00 
 

Please remember  

to use your envelopes.  

Thank you!  

May your loving offerings  

be greatly rewarded. 

PRAYER  

FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY WILDFIRES 

 

Oh Lord, as heat and dry weather envelope our 

country, we pray for all those who have been 

affected by the devastating fires currently burning 

throughout our land. Fire is so necessary for our 

existence, and yet, when it gets out of control, it can 

be more damaging than anything else. We ask you 

for protection against destroying fire. Keep our 

lives, our homes, buildings, woods and fields safe 

from this scourge. Help us to always use care and 

caution in our use of fire. Bring the waters of 

refreshment to quench the fires and the thirst of 

those who fight to protect and save us from fires. 

Give us a saving fear of the fires that destroy. Help 

us to control them. Give us the fire of passion in our 

hearts that we may help those in need. Amen. 



XXIV Domingo ordinario 

Primera Lectura: Is 50, 5-9 
En aquel entonces, dijo Isaías: “El Señor Dios me ha hecho oír sus palabras y yo no he opuesto 

resistencia, ni me he echado para atrás. Ofrecí la espalda a los que me golpeaban, la mejilla a los que me 

tiraban de la barba. No aparté mi rostro de los insultos y salivazos. Pero el Señor me ayuda, por eso no 

quedaré confundido, por eso endurecí mi rostro como roca y sé que no quedaré avergonzado. Cercano está 

de mí el que me hace justicia, ¿quién luchará contra mí? ¿Quién es mi adversario? ¿Quién me acusa? Que 

se me enfrente. El Señor es mi ayuda, ¿quién se atreverá a condenarme?’’ 

 

Salmo Responsorial: Del Salmo 114 
R. Caminaré en la presencia del Señor. 

Amo al Señor porque escucha el clamor de mi plegaria,   

porque me prestó atención  cuando mi voz lo llamaba. R. 

R. Caminaré en la presencia del Señor. 

Redes de angustia y de muerte me alcanzaron y me ahogaban.  

Entonces rogué al Señor que la vida me salvara. R. 

R. Caminaré en la presencia del Señor. 

El Señor es benigno y justo, nuestro Dios es compasivo.  

A mí, débil, me salvo y protege a los sencillos. R. 

R. Caminaré en la presencia del Señor. 

Mi alma libró de la muerte; del llanto los ojos míos,  

y ha evitado que mis pies tropiecen por el camino.  

Caminaré ante el Señor por la tierra de los vivos. R. 

R. Caminaré en la presencia del Señor. 

 

Segunda Lectura: Sant 2, 14-18 
Hermanos míos: ¿De qué le sirve a uno decir que tiene fe, si no lo demuestra con obras? ¿Acaso 

podrá salvarlo esa fe? Supongamos que algún hermano o hermana carece de ropa y del alimento necesario 

para el día, y que uno de ustedes le dice: “Que te vaya bien; abrígate y come”, pero no le da lo necesario 

para el cuerpo, ¿de qué le sirve que le digan eso? Así pasa con la fe; si no se traduce en obras, está 

completamente muerta. Quizá alguien podría decir: “Tú tienes fe y yo tengo obras. A ver cómo, sin obras, 

me demuestras tu fe; yo, en cambio, con mis obras te demostraré mi fe”. 

 

Evangelio: Mc 8, 27-35 
En aquel tiempo, Jesús y sus discípulos se dirigieron a los poblados de Cesarea de Filipo. Por el camino les 

hizo esta pregunta: “¿Quién dice la gente que soy yo?” Ellos le contestaron: “Algunos dicen que eres Juan 

el Bautista; otros, que Elías; y otros, que alguno de los profetas”. Entonces él les preguntó: “Y ustedes 

¿quién dicen que soy yo?” Pedro le respondió: “Tú eres el Mesías”. Y él les ordenó que no se lo dijeran a 

nadie. Luego se puso a explicarles que era necesario que el Hijo del hombre padeciera mucho, que fuera 

rechazado por los ancianos, los sumos sacerdotes y los escribas, que fuera entregado a la muerte y 

resucitara al tercer día. Todo esto lo dijo con entera claridad. Entonces Pedro se lo llevó aparte y trataba de 

disuadirlo. Jesús se volvió, y mirando a sus discípulos, reprendió a Pedro con estas palabras: “¡Apártate de 

mí, Satanás! Porque tú no juzgas según Dios, sino según los hombres”. Después llamó a la multitud y a sus 

discípulos, y les dijo: “El que quiera venir conmigo, que renuncie a sí mismo, que cargue con su cruz y que 

me siga. Pues el que quiera salvar su vida, la perderá; pero el que pierda su vida por mí y por el Evangelio, 

la salvará”. 
 

Homily of Archbishop John Foley 
 

“9/11 -- hearing those numbers still causes us pain. We can still see the planes, mobile incendiary bombs, flying 

into the World Trade Center towers; we can still see the bodies of many in the towers who hurled themselves into 

the void to flee incineration; we can still see those two great towers, symbols of the economic power of the United 

States, collapsing in on themselves like houses of cards.  

 

9/11 -- they are the numbers which have changed our lives, because trust and openness have vanished as travel has 

become a series of obstacles to be overcome -- not an experience to be pleasantly anticipated.  

 

9/11 -- hearing those numbers makes us think of heroism. Those numbers had symbolized and still symbolize our 

last resort -- the number Americans call in an emergency. Those numbers for us now symbolize heroic fire fighters 

and police men and women who sought to save lives and to bring order out of chaos. They are not the men and 

women who made six- and seven-figure salaries and who had perhaps not yet arrived in their luxurious offices in 

the World Trade Center; they are the men and women who perhaps cannot ever be paid enough for the risks they 

take, for the dedication they show, for the sacrifices they made that day and on many others. 

 

Now, I ask you to meditate on the words (from the Scriptures)…: "None of us lives for himself; none of us dies for 

himself. For if we live, we live for the Lord and, if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we 

are the Lord's." 

 

No matter what tragedy may befall, we are the Lord's. He is present to us at every moment of our lives. He it is who 

will receive us when we die. We are the Lord's. We have seen how a handful of terrorists have changed the course 

of history and have changed literally millions of lives; we have seen how one natural disaster has paralyzed an 

entire section of the mightiest nation on earth.  

 

Yes, we are autonomous, but we are not self-

sufficient. We are dependent every moment of 

our lives upon the Lord and it is he to whom we 

must be ready to render an account of our lives. 

We are called upon to live our lives always in 

that delicate balance between personal 

responsibility and effort and the realization that 

we depend totally and utterly upon God, our 

creator and redeemer. On this day, we pray that 

the hearts of those who wish us evil may be 

converted -- and we hope to have the power and 

the will to forgive them. 

 

On this day, we remember the survivors, those 

who still suffer the effects of 9/11 and other 

terrorist acts…  

 

On this day, we remember the victims -- the thousands who died in the attack on the twin towers and the Pentagon 

and the attempted attack on another target which finished in a plane crash in a field in Pennsylvania; we remember 

their victims of terrorism in other nations -- and we remember the as yet unnumbered thousands who have perished 

in the terrible destruction along the Gulf Coast. May they rest in God's peace! 

 

On this day, we pray for ourselves, that we may have the strength to bear whatever may happen to us, remembering 

that we are God's, and we pray that we may have the will and strength to help those who cry out to us in their need -

- not only for assistance, but for a sense of meaning and purpose.” 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

“Si alguno quiere venir en pos de mí (…) tome su cruz y sígame” 

 

Hoy día nos encontramos con situaciones similares a la descrita en este pasaje evangélico. Si, ahora 

mismo, Dios nos preguntara “¿quién dicen los hombres que soy yo?” (Mc 8, 27), tendríamos que 

informarle acerca de todo tipo de respuestas, incluso pintorescas. Bastaría con echar una ojeada a 

lo que se ventila y airea en los más variados medios de comunicación. Sólo que… ya han pasado 

más de veinte siglos de “tiempo de la Iglesia”. Después de tantos años, nos dolemos y —con santa 

Faustina— nos quejamos ante Jesús: “¿Por qué es tan pequeño el número de los que Te conocen?” 

 

Jesús, en aquella ocasión de la confesión de fe hecha por Simón Pedro, “les mandó enérgicamente 

que a nadie hablaran acerca de Él” (Mc 8, 30). Su condición mesiánica debía ser transmitida al 

pueblo judío con una pedagogía progresiva. Más tarde llegaría el momento cumbre en que 

Jesucristo declararía —de una vez para siempre— que Él era el Mesías: “Yo soy” (Lc 22, 70). 

Desde entonces, ya no hay excusa para no declararle ni reconocerle como el Hijo de Dios venido al 

mundo por nuestra salvación. Más aun: todos los bautizados tenemos ese gozoso deber 

“sacerdotal” de predicar el Evangelio por todo el mundo y a toda criatura (cf. Mc 16, 15). Esta 

llamada a la predicación de la Buena Nueva es tanto más urgente si tenemos en cuenta que acerca 

de Él se siguen profiriendo todo tipo de opiniones equivocadas, incluso blasfemas. 

 

Pero el anuncio de su mesianidad y del advenimiento de su Reino pasa por la Cruz. En efecto, 

Jesucristo “comenzó a enseñarles que el Hijo del hombre debía sufrir mucho” (Mc 8, 31), y el 

Catecismo nos recuerda que “la Iglesia avanza en su peregrinación a través de las persecuciones 

del mundo y de los consuelos de Dios” (n. 769). He aquí, pues, el camino para seguir a Cristo y 

darlo a conocer: “Si alguno quiere venir en pos de mí (…) tome su cruz y sígame” (Mc 8, 34). 
 

 



 

 

 

 

BAPTISM 
Infant baptism is for children 7 years old 

and under. Classes for parents and 

godparents are available. Please provide 

Birth Certificate. 8 years old and older 

needs to take RCIA. 
 

QUINCEANERA 

Please notify us  

at least 6 months  

before the event. 
 

WEDDING 

Please notify us at least 6 months before 

the event. The initial interview by the 

priest starts the marriage preparation. 

Requirements will be given during the 

initial interview. 
 

ANOINTING 

OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish Office  

It is also available every after Mass.  

Please let the priest know. 
 

FUNERAL 

Please notify us  

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  

We work with the Funeral Home  

of your choice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like and follow our  

Official Facebook Page: 

SACRED HEART 

SUSANVILLE 
For updates and events of our parish community. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Starts in September through May every Sunday 

from 9:15 am – 10:30 am.  

 

 
YOUTH GROUP  

Will resume in September 2021 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Meets every 2nd Monday of the month 

 PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
Meets every 3rd Thursday of the month 

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
This is a process through which non-baptized men and 

women enter the Catholic Church. It includes several 

stages marked by study, prayer and rites at Mass.  

They undergo a process of conversion as they study the 

Gospel, profess faith in Jesus and the Catholic Church, and 

receive the sacraments of  

Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
 

Mass Intentions (September 11-17, 2021) 

Saturday 9/11  3:00 pm (Herlong) 

 5:30 pm 

 

 

 

No Mass in Herlong (All are invited to the Installation) 

Mass for our People and Nation 

 

*Installation of Reverend Father Arnold P. Parungao as Pastor of 

Sacred Heart Parish Church, Susanville, California. 

Sunday 9/12  8:00 am 

 9:30 am (Spanish) 

11:00 am 

+Rufina Aguirre 

+Jose Y Guadalupe Mendoza 

+Harold Binkley 

Monday 9/13  8:00 am Johnny Ramirez (Healing) 

Tuesday 9/14  8:00 am +Manuela Delgado 

Wednesday 9/15 No Mass  

Thursday 9/16  8:00 am  

Friday 9/17  8:00 am Our Military 

 

 
 

 

Notes:  

Slacks Short Pants (knee length) for men is permissible.  

Sandals for men and women are also permissible.    

 

  

 


