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MASS & LITURGY SCHEDULE       SACRAMENTS 

SUNDAY          BAPTISM 

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Spanish), 11:00 am       Infant baptism is for children 7 years old and under. Classes for  

SATURDAY          parents and godparents are available. Provide Birth Certificate. 

3:00 pm (in Herlong), 5:30 pm        CONFIRMATION 

WEEKDAYS          2-Year Class is required. Call the Religious Education 

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:00 am        Coordinator for more information. 

ADORATION         CONFESSION 

After weekday Mass until 9:30 am       Saturday from 8:30 am until 9:30 am.  

HOLY DAYS          Available also after the weekday Masses 

To be announced         WEDDING 

           Notify us at least 6 months before the event.  

OTHER SERVICES         ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

QUINCEANERA         Call the Parish Office. It is also available after every Mass. 

Notify us at least 6 months        HOLY ORDERS 

before the event         If you are called to be serve as a priest, talk to our pastor. 

FUNERAL          Or visit the Sacramento Diocese Office of Vocations at  

Notify us as soon as possible.        www.scd.org 

Our Mission Statement 
We, the Eucharistic Faithful of Sacred Heart Parish, guided by the Holy Spirit, are called to 

proclaim the Good News by means of Sacraments, prayer, witness and service to the poor. 
 

“The heart of Jesus is the ultimate symbol of God’s mercy, but it is not an imaginary symbol, it is a real symbol 

which represents the center, the source from which salvation for all humanity gushed forth. -  Pope Francis 

Sacred Heart Parish 
Susanville, California 

6th Sunday of Easter (C) – May 22, 2022 



 

 
Commentary on Acts 15:1-2,22-29; Revelation 21:10-14,22-23; John 14:23-29 

(https://livingspace.sacredspace.ie) 
 

TWO SIDES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING are reflected in today’s readings. The Gospel radiates a calmness 

and peace and reassurance that we all need so much. The First Reading, however, reflects the areas of 

difference and conflict that are bound to arise when even Christians come face to face with new problems and 

new questions for the articulation of their faith. Such conflicts, when properly handled, are necessary, even 

desirable, if we are to have a deeper understanding of the real meaning of our faith in a changing world. 
 

And God speaks to us through the changing situations in which the world finds itself. So, at first sight the 

answers are not always clear. There are different interpretations and even disagreements until we find where 

the Spirit is leading us.  
 

Yet both calm and conflict have something in common. They remind us of the different ways in which God 

speaks to us. Through his Spirit, which Jesus promises to send after he has left his disciples in the flesh, he 

will continue to be present, to be with his community, the Church. 
 

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him and make 

our home with him.” The proof of our “love” for Jesus is that we keep his “word” and in turn we will 

experience the “love” of the Father, and the Father and Jesus will “abide” (make their home) in us. If we only 

had those words from Jesus and nothing else, they would be enough to guide us through life and point us in 

the right direction. 
 

Love a Verb 
 

Love, as has been said, is not a feeling – it is a verb. “There is no love in our marriage any more”, “There is 

no love in our family… our office… our group.” What is really being said is that there are no feelings of 

“love” for the simple reason that there is no love going on. There can be no love (feeling) without loving 

(doing). And anyone can start the process. 
 

For Jesus, love, by which he means loving, is achieved by “keeping his word”. The “word” of Jesus must not 

be limited to what we were taught as “commandments” or “doctrines” or moral behavior, although it obviously 

includes these. The “word” of Jesus embraces everything we know about him through the Scripture – his 

words, his actions, his relationships with people of all kinds, the guiding principles of his life, his values and 

attitudes. Above all, his blueprint for the setting up of the Kingdom. 
 

Jesus is the “Word” of God not only because of what comes from his lips but from the whole impact of his 

life from his birth in an animals’ shelter at Bethlehem to the appalling last moments of agony and humiliation 

on the Cross. To “keep Jesus’ words” is to embrace all of that, to identify with it and make it real in the 

particular context of my own life. 
 

We may say, too, that the “word” of Jesus also comes to us from all our interactions and experiences within 

the Christian community where Jesus still speaks to us. It comes to us through the whole of creation of which 

Jesus is the Head and with which he identifies through his Creator Father. 



                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nice and Soothing 
 

The words of today’s Gospel are relatively abstract. They sound so nice and soothing, which is perhaps why 

they are so easy to digest. But life is not abstract; it constantly puts us face to face with the nitty-gritty. The 

Church, too, is not abstract although we often speak impersonally of it in phrases such as “Why doesn’t the 

Church…?”, “What does the Church say…?” and so on. 
 

The Church is much more than an organization founded 2,000 years ago by Jesus Christ. It is, as the Second 

Vatican Council emphasized, a people. It is a community – at times a rather fractious, disjointed, flawed 

community – whose members in varying degrees share their faith and hope, their love and caring. A 

community which, with and in Jesus, is called to work for the transformation of our world of sin and weakness, 

to make it, in the words of Revelation today, “a city where the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 

temple,” the focal point of worship. 
 

It is through this community, with all its faults (and they are many), that the Spirit continues to speak as it did 

in the days of the first disciples. That Spirit of the Father and Jesus speaks not only through pope, bishops and 

priests but can and does speak through each and every one of the members of Christ’s Body – old or young, 

educated or illiterate, men or woman, friends or enemies. 
 

Today, bishops and priests are urged to listen to each other and to listen to the whole community. In its Decree 

on the Lay Apostolate, par. 10, the Second Vatican Council said: The laity should “develop the habit of 

bringing before the ecclesial community their own problems, world problems, and questions regarding man’s 

salvation, to examine them together and to solve them by general discussion”. 
 

Working Together 
 

We may think this is something new but we see it at work right from the beginning of the Church’s existence. 

We have a lovely example in today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. For there was a new problem 

arising in these early church communities. 
 

Many non-Jews were becoming Christians but some of the Jewish Christians wanted the non-Jews to observe 

(as they themselves continued to do) the laws of Moses, especially the distinguishing badge (for men) of 

circumcision. It was difficult for anyone from a Jewish background to accept the abandonment of this very 

distinctive mark of identity for God’s people. 
 

However, some of the Apostles and others working among non-Jews were opposed to this. (On the purely 

physical level, for an adult convert to be circumcised, given the limitations of ancient surgical practices, would 

surely be a very painful experience. On a psychological level, what would seem to non-Jews a mutilation of 

the male sexual organ would surely be regarded by some very difficult to accept.) 
 

After a long discussion, which, we may imagine by reading between the lines, must have been quite heated at 

times, the leaders of the Church agreed that non-Jewish converts did not have to observe Jewish laws, 

especially that of circumcision. They did ask for some exceptions, namely, that all Christians continue to 

abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from animals that had been strangled and from extra-marital 

sexual intercourse or marriages against prevailing Jewish law. 
 

These were things that even non-Jews were expected to observe when living among Jews. Promiscuity was 

something taken lightly in Greek culture and often connected with temple prostitutes. However, the imposition 

of some dietary restrictions (long since abandoned) was surely to avoid unnecessarily hurting the sensitivities 

of Jewish converts. Paul speaks about this in his Letter to the Romans. 
 

 
 

 

 



  

The Church leaders made it clear that their decision was not theirs alone. “It has been decided by the Holy 

Spirit and by ourselves…” This was only the implementation of Jesus’ own words that his authority would be 

passed over to the community of his followers. “Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven (i.e. 

acknowledged as binding by God).” And again, “The Helper (Paraclete), the Holy Spirit whom the Father will 

send in my name [it happened at Pentecost], will teach you everything…” And he still continues to teach us 

in our own times. 
 

Spirit-Filled 
 

This decision was reached ultimately by consensus because many of the community expressed their opinion 

and shared their experiences. The leaders, then as now with a bias for retaining the status quo, recognized the 

presence of the Holy Spirit in the arguments of those who had been called back from their mission fields and 

who had first-hand knowledge of the high caliber of the new non-Jewish disciples. It was clear that the Spirit 

of God had entered into these people’s hearts as much as any Jewish-born disciples. 
 

It was a major turning point in the development of Christianity. It involved a “paradigm shift”, a radical 

alteration of the way truth and reality were to be seen. It happened because some people were open to what 

God was clearly saying through circumstances and experience. It is an openness that is both valid and needed 

in today’s Christian communities, large and small, and even in individual lives. 
 

In subsequent years Paul had constantly to warn people against wanting to slide back to the old ways, people 

who wanted to re-introduce circumcision and other items of Jewish custom. “You have been liberated,” he 

told the Galatians. “Why go back to your old subservience?” 
 

We see the same tendency in the Church today. People who want to turn the clock back and resurrect old 

customs and impose them on others. These people tend to make the Church an end in itself. The Church is 

primarily a vehicle, a means by which the experience of God’s love is extended to the whole world. And, if 

the Church is to be true to the Spirit, it must remain open to the world for it is the world which, in the words 

of one theologian, “writes the agenda for the Church”. 
 

It was precisely because they listened to the situation of the new non-Jewish converts that the Church realized 

where the Spirit was leading it. When the Church becomes an enclosed, elitist society sitting in unbending 

judgement on the rest of the world it is no longer the Church that Jesus founded. 
 

Collectively and individually, we need to become aware of the wonderful ways that the Lord can come into 

our lives. If we give a little time to God each day, if we can remain completely still for even a short while, we 

can experience an overpowering desire to share in the loving that is reaching out to us from God. And then 

start reaching out ourselves. God wants to share with us more and more of what he has and is. The problem is 

that most of us hardly give him a chance. Loving is not only a verb; it is a two-way street. 
 

 



    

 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2, 22-29 

The early Church community determines, with the help of the Holy Spirit, not to impose the requirement of 

circumcision on Gentile Christians. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
A prayer that all the nations sing praise to God. 
 

Second Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 
The vision of the splendor of the heavenly Jerusalem is described. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 14:23-29 
Jesus promises his disciples that the Father will send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

(Loyola Press) 
 

This portion of John's Gospel comes near the end of the first of four chapters that make up Jesus' long farewell 

discourse at the Last Supper. This section of chapter 14 actually sums up the themes of the opening of the 

discourse: the Christian's life is not shaped by Jesus' absence but by God's abiding presence; God's presence 

overcomes anxiety about God's absence; and the present holds in it the seeds of a fresh future shaped by love, 

not fear. 
 

These verses also contain a glimpse of some of the other themes of the farewell discourse: Jesus' relationship 

with the Father and the disciples' relationship to Jesus connect the disciples to the Father as well. Jesus 

promises to send an Advocate or intercessor who will remind the disciples of everything that Jesus taught them 

and bring them peace. 
 

Jesus is preparing his disciples in advance for his absence so that they will continue to believe in him and not 

feel all alone after his return to the Father. After the initial excitement of his Easter appearances, Jesus will 

remain with his followers in a very different way throughout the centuries. 
 

As our celebration of the Easter season is coming to an end, the liturgy reminds us that Jesus remains with us 

through the Holy Spirit, who teaches us everything we need to know, reminds us of all that Jesus taught, and 

brings us peace. 



                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

SAINT OF THE DAY 

(FranciscanMedia.Org) 
 

 
 

Saint Rita of Cascia’s Story 
 

Like Elizabeth Ann Seton, Rita of Cascia was a wife, mother, widow, and member of a religious community. 

Her holiness was reflected in each phase of her life. 
 

Born at Roccaporena in central Italy, Rita wanted to become a nun but was pressured at a young age into 

marrying a harsh and cruel man. During her 18-year marriage, she bore and raised two sons. After her husband 

was killed in a brawl and her sons had died, Rita tried to join the Augustinian nuns in Cascia. Unsuccessful at 

first because she was a widow, Rita eventually succeeded. 
 

Over the years, her austerity, prayerfulness, and charity became legendary. When she developed wounds on 

her forehead, people quickly associated them with the wounds from Christ’s crown of thorns. She meditated 

frequently on Christ’s passion. Her care for the sick nuns was especially loving. She also counseled lay people 

who came to her monastery. 
 

Beatified in 1626, Rita was not canonized until 1900. She has acquired the reputation, together with Saint 

Jude, as a saint of impossible cases. Many people visit her tomb each year. 
 

Reflection: Although we can easily imagine an ideal world in which to live out our baptismal vocation, such 

a world does not exist. An “If only ….” approach to holiness never quite gets underway, never produces the 

fruit that God has a right to expect. 
 

Rita became holy because she made choices that reflected her baptism and her growth as a disciple of Jesus. 

Her overarching, lifelong choice was to cooperate generously with God’s grace, but many small choices were 

needed to make that happen. Few of those choices were made in ideal circumstances—not even when Rita 

became an Augustinian nun. 
 

Saint Rita of Cascia is the Patron Saint of: 
 

Difficult Marriages Impossible Causes Infertility Parenthood 
 

 



  

 

Pray for the Sick in our Parish 
Richard Hrezo    Jason Stone             

Randall/Leslie Cochran  Buffy Pribble 
Danny Hobbs   Mary Lee Fruehan 

Dan Whitcome  Regalado Family 

Castro/Santana Family Tom Laughlin 

Teresa Phillips   Joey Shafiq   

Matthew O’Suna   Noelia O’Suna  

Maxine Holmgren  Shannon Toronto 

Bernadette Chavez  Orphelia Sciaqua                             

Mary Tynan   Susan Getty 

John Zenith                             Bill Woodruff 

Boyd Veenstra                         Ray Massello 

Please contact our Parish Office 
(530) 257 3230 

to include  or remove a name. 
 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Sunday Offering:  $ 3136.50 

Santa Misa:   $   162.00 

Herlong Offering:  $   280.00 

Mass Intentions:  $     10.00 

Wedding:    $   200.00 

Funeral:   $   200.00 

Bulletin Ads:   $   425.00 

Poor Box:   $   118.00 

Votive Candles:  $     63.00 

Catholic Communications: $   711.00 

Visiting Missionary  $ 1000.00 

CCD Pancake Breakfast $   516.00    

 

GRAND TOTAL: $6,821.50      

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday  05/21 3:00 pm (Herlong) 

 

5:30 pm 

 

Misa Pro Populo 

 

S.I. Jocelee Reguyal & Family* 

Sunday 05/22 8:00 am 

 

9:30 am (Spanish) 

 

11:00 am 

 

+Antonio Vivero, Sr.* 
 

S.I. Francisco Altamirano; +Dorle Nevarez; +Gloria Sanchez 
 

+Roy Lee Brown 

Monday 05/23 8:00 am 

 

+Roy Lee Brown 

Tuesday 05/24 8:00 am 

 

S.I. Dr. Hilario & Joy Salas & Family* 

Wednesday 05/25 No Mass 

 

 

Thursday 05/26 8:00 am 

 

S.I. Dr. Manuel & Rose Cunanan & Family* 

Friday 05/27 8:00 am 
 

+Artemio & +Maria Lourdes Parungao* 

 



 

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

 

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Friday, June 24, 2022 

5:30 pm Mass (Church) 

Reception to follow (M.M. Hall) 

    

Triduum on the Feast of Sacred Heart 
The Triduum is a three-day preparation in celebrating the  

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.   

 

Tuesday   June 21, 2022 5:30 pm  Mass & Sacred Heart Prayers 

 

Wednesday  June 22, 2022 5:30 pm Mass & Sacred Heart Prayers 

 

Thursday   June 23, 2022 5:30 pm Mass & Sacred Heart Prayers 

 

Note: During these days of Triduum and feast,  

There will be no morning Mass. 

Masses are moved in the evening. 

 

 



 

 

SPECIAL THANKS  
“The couples retreat with  

Dr. D’Ambrosio last weekend  

was a great and enjoyable event. 

Special thanks go to the Comino’s, the Roman’s, 

the Bertotti’s, the McCrorey’s, Mary Fregulia, 

Janell Hawks and also to our young men helping 

to serve. Your contributions made it happen. 

Thank you also to the Knights of Columbus for 

sponsoring this event. 

-Steve and Lori Braatz 
 

 

 

DAY  DATE  TIME   EVENT 

Sunday,  May 22, 2022 after the 11:00 am Mass End of CCD Party (Hall) 

Saturday, June 4, 2022  10:00 am - 2:00 pm Family Catechesis Workshop (Hall) 

Sunday,  June 5, 2022  after all Sunday Masses Welcome Sunday (Park) & 

         Pentecost Sunday 

Sunday, June 12, 2022 12:00 pm    RCIA Kick-Off Party (Hall)  

Sunday,  June 19, 2022 after the 11:00 am Mass Corpus Christi Procession  

Tue-Thu June 21-23, 2022 5:30 pm   Triduum to Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Friday, June 24, 2022 5:30 pm   Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

For more information, please call the  

Parish Office at  

(530) 257-3230 



 

WELCOME SUNDAY 
Every 1st Sunday of the month after  

all Sunday Masses. See you at the park. 

 

 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month 

4:30 pm at M.M. Hall  
 

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
Meets every 3rd Thursday of the month 

4:00 pm at the Rectory 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Sundays from 9:15 am – 10:30 am at M.M. Hall 

YOUTH NIGHT 
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm at M.M. Hall 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please call the Parish Office  

to offer intentions for the Mass 
 

LIGHT A CANDLE 
For someone or for an intention 

(Candles are located at the two side altars) 

Suggested Donation: $3 per candle or $5 for two 

 
 

LASSEN NURSING 
& REHAB CENTER 

 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

EAGLE LAKE VILLAGE 
SENIOR LIVING CENTER 

 
_________________________ 

 
 

HIGH DESERT 
PRISON 

 
_________________________ 

 
 

CALIFORNIA 
CORRECTIONAL 

CENTER 
 

Outreach 

Tha 
HOLY ROSARY 

We invite you to pray the rosary with us: 
 Before the 3:00 pm Mass in Herlong 

 After the morning weekday Mass 

 Before the 5:30 pm Sat. Vigil Mass 

 Before the 8:00 am Sunday Mass 

 After the 11:00 am Sunday Mass 

 

 

HOLY HOUR 

After the every weekday morning Mass,  

The Holy Hour begins with the  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration, Confession and Benediction 

Until 9:30 am 

FREE ROSARIES 

If you need a rosary,  

You can get one from the image of  

Our Lady of Guadalupe.  



                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

May 2022 

WASHINGTON - In response to the leak of a draft opinion in the U.S. Supreme Court case of Dobbs v. 

Jackson Women’s Health Organization, some abortion advocates are calling for nationwide demonstrations, 

disruptions of church services, and the personal intimidation of specific Supreme Court justices. Archbishop 

José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and 

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities invited 

the faithful to unite in fasting and prayer: 

…Let us offer our prayers and fasting for these intentions: 

 For our nation, for the integrity of our judicial system, and that all branches of government be dedicated 

to seeking the common good and protecting the dignity and rights of the human person, from 

conception to natural death.  

 For the overturning of Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey in the Supreme Court’s final 

decision in Dobbs v. Jackson. 

 For the conversion of the hearts and minds of those who advocate for abortion. 

 For a new commitment to building an America where children are welcomed, cherished, and cared 

for; where mothers and fathers are encouraged and strengthened; and where marriage and the family 

are recognized and supported as the true foundations of a healthy and flourishing society. 

 For Our Blessed Mother’s intercession and guidance as the Church continues to walk with mothers 

and families in need, and continues to promote alternatives to abortion, and seeks to create a culture 

of life.  

As Catholics, let us witness to the beautiful gift of life with civility and love, and with our peaceful prayers 

and our compassionate service to all those in need. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us. 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

HERLONG MISSION 

Holy Family Community 

 

Herlong Mission Church located at  

The Old Chapel of the Sierra Army Depot, 170 D.S. Hall St,   

Herlong California, is part of Sacred Heart Parish.  

The mission church is named under the title of the Holy Family.  

You are welcome to join us.  

Schedule of Liturgy 

    Rosary:   2:30 pm every Saturday 

    Holy Mass:  3:00 pm every Saturday 
 

Consecration to the Holy Family Prayer 

 

O Lord Jesus,  you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. There you grew in age, wisdom 

and grace as you prepared to fulfill your mission as our Redeemer. We entrust our 

family to you. 
 

O Blessed Mary,  you are the Mother of our Savior. At Nazareth you cared for Jesus and nurtured him in 

the peace and joy of your home. We entrust our family to you. 
 

O Saint Joseph,  you provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and Mary, and gave us a model of 

fatherhood while showing us the dignity of work. We entrust our family to you. 
 

O Holy Family,  we consecrate ourselves and our family to you. May we be completely united in a love 

that is lasting, faithful and open to the gift of new life. Help us to grow in virtue, to 

forgive one another from our hearts, and to live in peace all our days. Keep us strong 

in faith, persevering in prayer, diligent in our work, and generous toward those in need. 
 

Our home, O Holy Family,  truly become a domestic church where we reflect your example in our 

daily life. Amen. 
 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us! 



       

Emergency Preparedness Page 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

Primera Lectura (Hechos 15,1-1.22-29) El "espíritu" del "Concilio" de Jerusalén:  

Hoy leemos uno de los episodios más conocidos y de los más importantes del libro de los Hechos de los 

Apóstoles: el Concilio de Jerusalén, que viene provocado por la libertad con que actuó en la misión evangelizadora 

la comunidad de Antioquía de Siria, donde trabajaban apostólicamente Pablo y Bernabé. Rompiendo los tabúes de 

un judeo-cristianismo todavía demasiado judío y menos cristiano –el de Jerusalén-, en cuanto a su identidad, se 

admitían a los paganos sin necesidad de que antes tuvieran que circuncidarse. Eso escandalizaba, porque se pensaba 

que para ser cristiano, primeramente se debía ser judío, admitir la ley de Moisés y otras muchas más tradiciones 

inherentes a ese modo de vida. ¿Dónde quedaba, pues, lo que Jesucristo había hecho por los hombres? ¿De qué 

valdría la muerte y la resurrección de Jesús? En definitiva, la cuestión era dónde estaba la posibilidad de la 

salvación, en la ley, o en Cristo. 

Pablo, desde el principio (cf Gal 1-2), se va a oponer a esta distinción tan incoherente y no menos injusta 

desde todos los puntos de vista, deshaciendo con su teología de la gracia y de la fe en Cristo toda ventaja 

fundamental respecto de la salvación y la reconciliación del hombre con Dios. Pablo quiere decir que todos 

partimos de cero, que no cuenta ya ser de origen judío o ser pagano; es decir, de ser "justo" según la ley, o lo que 

es lo mismo, por herencia, por tradición; y ser pagano, por consiguiente pecador, expuesto a la ira de Dios, porque 

lo diga una “dogmática” inmemorial. Ante Dios, ante Cristo, estamos todos en igualdad de condiciones. Lo único 

que existe es una diferencia cultural, pero eso no es ninguna ventaja ante el Dios de la misericordia y de la gracia; 

eso no es una prerrogativa de salvación. En realidad, Pablo, en este texto de Hch 15, no habla, lo hace Pedro en su 

lugar inspirado (no olvidemos que es Lucas su autor) en el texto de Gal 2,15-21. Lucas, en la famosa decisión de 

no imponer “cargas” a los paganos, le apoya en el papel del Espíritu. 

No obstante, la decisión estaba tomada: no es necesaria la Ley para la salvación. No hay que obligar a los 

paganos a someterse a la circuncisión, sino a abrirse a la gracia de Dios. Esta es la gran lucha por la libertad cristiana 

que comienza ya en los primeros años de la Iglesia. De esta manera, Pablo está rompiendo seguridades, fronteras, 

ilusiones elitistas de un pueblo que considera que la salvación les pertenece a ellos y a los que ellos den acceso a 

la "situación de ley". El texto de hoy solamente es un resumen y nos da la conclusión más importante. Y desde 

luego, nadie debe ser acusado de “antisemitismo” por este motivo. Es verdad que los que prefieran estar con la 

Ley… lo hacen desde su libertad y desde su fidelidad. Pero no se debe olvidar que Jesús y Pablo estuvieron 

sometidos a la Ley y decidieron abandonar ese camino. El cristianismo encontró su identidad abandonando la Ley 

(la Torah judía) por un Cristo crucificado y resucitado. Eso es irrenunciable, no es antisemitismo. ¡Y no debe existir 

antisemitismo nunca! 

 

Segunda Lectura: Apocalipsis (21, 10-23): Lo nuevo en las manos de Dios  

Se continúa la esplendorosa visión del domingo anterior sobre la nueva Jerusalén. Es una nueva Jerusalén, 

sin templo, porque el templo es el mismo Señor, presencia viva de amor y fidelidad. Es la utopía de la felicidad 

que todos los hombres buscan, pero presentada desde la visión cristiana del mundo y de la historia. Es una 

afirmación con todos los ingredientes simbólicos necesarios, pero eso no quiere decir que no será una realidad 

absoluta; porque Dios, el Dios de Jesucristo, es el futuro del hombre. 

Hablar del futuro, sin recurrir al pasado y al presente, sería perder el sentido de la historia. Y la humanidad 

tiene historia, pero será transformada. Incluso Dios, en cuanto vivido y experimentado, está encarnado en esa 

historia humana. Aunque lo importante de esta visión es poner de manifiesto que todo será como Dios ha previsto, 

y no como sucedía en la historia donde, por respetar la libertad humana, los hombres han querido manipular hasta 

lo más santo y sagrado. La nueva Jerusalén es una forma simbólica de hablar de un futuro que estará plenamente 

en las manos de Dios. 
 



 

 

 

Evangelio: Juan (14, 23-29): El amor debe transformar el mundo 

Estamos, de nuevo, en el discurso de despedida de la última cena del Señor con los suyos. Se profundiza en 

que la palabra de Jesús es la palabra del Padre. Pero se quiere poner de manifiesto que cuando él no esté entre 

los suyos, esa palabra no se agotará, sino que el Espíritu Santo completará todo aquello que sea necesario para 

la vida de la comunidad. Según Juan, Jesús se despide en el tono de la fidelidad y con el don de la paz. En 

todo caso, es patente que esta lectura nos va preparando a la fiesta de Pentecostés. 

Esta parte del discurso de despedida está provocada por una pregunta “retórica” de Judas (no el Iscariote) de 

por qué se revela Jesús a los suyos y no al mundo. El círculo joánico es muy particular en la teología del NT. 

Esa oposición entre los de Jesús y el mundo viene a ser, a veces, demasiado radical. En realidad, Jesús nunca 

estableció esa separación tan determinante. No obstante es significativa la fuerza del amor a su palabra, a su 

mensaje. El mundo, en Juan, es el mundo que no ama. Puede que algunos no estén de acuerdo con esta manera 

de plantear las cosas. Pero sí es verdad que amar el mensaje, la palabra de Jesús, no queda solamente en una 

cuestión ideológica. 

Sin embargo, debemos hoy hacer una interpretación que debe ir más allá del círculo joánico en que nació este 

discurso. La propuesta es sencilla: quien ama está cumpliendo la voluntad de Dios, del Padre. Por tanto, quien 

ama en el mundo, sin ser del “círculo” de Jesús, también estaría integrado en este proceso de transformación 

“trinitaria” que se nos propone en el discurso joánico. Esta es una de las ventajas de que el Espíritu esté por 

encima de los círculos, de las instituciones, de las iglesias y de las teologías oficiales. El mundo, es verdad, 

necesita el amor que Jesús propone para que Dios “haga morada” en él. Y donde hay amor verdadero, allí está 

Dios, como podrá inferirse de la reflexión que el mismo círculo joánico ofrecerá en 1Jn 4. 

-Fray Miguel de Burgos Núñez 

(Dominicos.Org) 
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