
FLIP FOR SPANISH

Long before our current church was built in 1965, Elvin Mar-
tinez Jr.’s grandmother, Palmira Martinez, attended St. Jo-

seph Catholic Church. This parish has been home to Elvin for 
as long as he can remember. He and his wife, Alicia, were mar-
ried here in 1995, and have three children.

About eight years ago, Elvin felt like he was able to help the 
parish financially. He and a few other men and women founded 
the Friends of St. Joseph. The impetus to start was the over-
whelming number of repairs that needed to be done due to the 
age of our parish.

“I came back to the church about 10 years ago,” Elvin says. 
“St. Joseph’s is home. It’s so good that I want more people to 
have the opportunity to be part of this community.”

The group started with about six members. The Friends of 
St. Joseph members recently recruited more members to get to 
12. The group was reinvigorated when they were asked to help 
with the car raffle in late 2021.

“I was totally blown away by the support of parishioners with 
this raffle,” Elvin says. 

Elvin feels blessed to be a part of the St. Joseph Catholic 
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Bring Your Gifts to the Spotlight!
S T E W A R D S H I P      T A L E N TE
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The word “talent” often conjures up images of 
stage performers in the spotlight, captivating 

awestruck audiences with their impeccable mu-
sical or acting skills.

While these talented performers are certainly 
deserving of applause, the majority of the popu-
lation sits hidden in the shadows, staring on in 
amazement while feeling overlooked — and per-
haps wishing to possess such talents themselves. 
But even when we feel overlooked and untalent-
ed, God knows better. As Christians, we are all 
called to dig deep and trust that we are uniquely 
blessed with valuable talents and abilities, even if 
our talents aren’t so obvious or don’t garner ap-
plause and accolades.

Along with “time” and “treasure,” “talent” is one 
of the “three Ts” of stewardship. Exploring our nat-
ural inclinations and preferences, especially when 
guided by the intricacies of our unique personali-
ties, can unearth God-given talents.

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but 
the same spirit,” writes St. Paul in his First Letter 
to the Corinthians. “There are different forms of 
service, but the same Lord.”

Some people have the gift of working peace-
fully with children. Equipped with patience and 
gentleness, they are able to guide young souls to 
the Lord. Yet, others shudder at the thought of a 

classroom full of 5-year-olds, and instead seek 
the quiet solace of behind-the-scenes tasks — 
cleaning the church, sewing altar cloths or stuff-
ing envelopes.

Our interests and abilities are varied, and our 
volunteer options are endless, as we are called 
to give our talents back to God in loving service. 
Examine your heart and prayerfully discern your 
gifts, then direct those gifts towards serving the 
people of God.

H. Jackson Brown, Jr., author of Life’s Little 
Instruction Book, once said, “Talent without dis-
cipline is like an octopus on roller skates. There’s 
plenty of movement, but you never know if it is 
going to be forwards, backwards, or sideways.”

If our gifts of talent are not guided by the disci-
pline of prayer, just like an octopus on roller skates, 
we will get nowhere fast! Yet, if we keep our eyes on 
the goal of heaven and serve the Lord with joyful-
ness, our efforts will produce a bountiful harvest. 
In the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians, “Who-
ever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will reap bountifully.”

The next time you sit quietly in the shadows 
behind a glaring stage spotlight, rest assured 
that your talents are no less impressive in the 
eyes of God, and will always be “applauded” when 
directed to the service of His people.
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ALL THINGS AND ALL PEOPLE ARE Made New
We associate the Easter season 

with springtime —  a time of 
new life and new beginnings — and 
Holy Scripture addresses this idea 
of newness many times. The Lord 
declares, “Behold, I make all things 
new” (Rev. 21:5).

This idea of being “new” is impor-
tant to us as Catholics, and it is impor-
tant to our parish. We need to strive to 
do this on a regular basis — even on 
a daily basis. Think of the fact that all 
was once new. Regardless of how you 
view the development of this earth and 
those of us who occupy it, all was once new.

During this Easter season, we need to retain 
that idea of being “new.” And being “new” means 
conversion, and we have often pointed out that 
conversion is at the heart of a life of stewardship.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts 
it, “The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by his 
death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his Resur-
rection, he opens for us the way to a new life” (654).  

In other words, Christ’s Resurrection is the 
source of our new life — our own future resurrec-
tion. St. Paul wrote about it to the Romans (Rom 
6:5) — “For if we have grown into union with him 
through a death like his, we shall also be united 
with him in the resurrection.” 

Hope for a new life beginning now and extend-
ing on into heaven is the result of Jesus’ Resur-
rection. What greater grounds for thanksgiving 

can there be than this Easter hope? 
We should sing with joy about God’s 
promise to us, “Behold, I make all 
things new” (Rev 21:5).

St. Paul also wrote (Col 3:1-2), “If 
then you were raised with Christ, seek 
what is above, where Christ is seated 
at the right hand of God. Think of what 
is above, not of what is on earth.” Je-
sus’ Resurrection and His promise of 
a new life for us mean that we need to 
live in conformity with our status as 
adopted children of God.

How do we show our joy and our 
gratitude to God for this amazing gift He has given 
us? We join in worship, and praise God by word 
and song. We share the Good News of Jesus’ vic-
tory over death with our family, friends, and neigh-
bors. And we offer back to the Lord a portion of the 
time, talent, and treasure He has entrusted to us.

Yes, the Easter message that we share in the 
benefits of Christ’s Resurrection indeed makes all 
things new — the ultimate foundation for all Chris-
tian stewardship.

The Lord is risen, alleluia.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Nelson Restrepo
Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

A Letter From Our Pastor
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If you would like further information about this beautiful way to celebrate the gift of 
St. Joseph to our parish family, or to volunteer in some way to make it a success, 
please refer to future parish bulletins or call the parish office at 813-877-5729.

HONORING ST. JOSEPH AS OUR PARISH PATRON
With Grateful Hearts, We Open Our Souls to Abundant Graces

Every March, you can walk 
into our parish build-

ing and see the beauty of the 
magnanimous St. Joseph 
come alive before your eyes.

“In order to celebrate the 
Feast of St. Joseph on March 
19, our church holds a Mass 
and procession in honor of 
him, followed by a spaghetti 
dinner,” says Maria Piazza. 
“We also make a St. Joseph’s 
altar, to which people donate 
money or homemade cake, 
flowers, candles, and vegeta-
ble dishes. Some of us bake 
a three-braid bread in honor 
of St. Joseph, the Blessed 
Mother and the Three Kings. 
We sell the items on the altar 
to raise money for our parish 
and school.”

In a sense, the spirit of 
St. Joseph is alive and well 
in the hearts of many Catho-
lics around the world this 
time of year as well, particu-
larly those of Italian descent 
like Maria.

“In Italy, people really 
celebrate St. Joseph’s Day,” 
she says. “They make St. Jo-
seph’s altars in their homes 
and in the streets. People visit 
different altars to make prom-
ises to St. Joseph, donate goods 
and eat a meal with their friends 
and family. Italian Americans 

carry on this important tradi-
tion here, as well. I have been 
able to do it almost every year of 
my life, since I was born in Sici-
ly my mother did it in our home. 
My mother would pack up the 

leftovers and allow families 
in need to bring them home.”

By paying homage to 
good St. Joseph, Patron of 
the Universal Church, devo-
tees stir up gratitude in their 
hearts, open their souls to 
abundant graces, and find 
a great way to embrace the 
stewardship vision.

“It is a way to thank God 
for all of the blessings He 
has given us,” Maria says. “I 
grew up in Sicily, and there 
we would put on dramas with 
adults acting as St. Joseph 
and the Blessed Mother, and 
children as Jesus. The ac-
tors would eat what was on 
St. Joseph’s table and give 
some of the food to the poor. 
We would not put out meat or 
cheese on the table because 
St. Joseph was poor. St. Jo-
seph is very dear to me, and 
I have a large picture of him 
in my dining room that my 
mother gave to me.”

This year, our parish fam-
ily will celebrate the feast 
day of St. Joseph in an espe-
cially meaningful way. 

“It will be a very great 
celebration for our school this 
year, because it will be having 
its 125th-year anniversary,” 
Maria says. “All of my four chil-
dren went to the school.”
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THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Embracing the Beauty of the Catholic Faith and 

Coming Home to the Church

It is no small task to join the 
Catholic Church. Many of us 

have the benefit of being cat-
echized in the faith since we 
were children. However, those 
who choose to become Catholic 
later in life will go through the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults process, or RCIA. Before 
receiving the sacraments, cat-
echumens and candidates par-
ticipate in weekly classes that 
culminate with their reception 

into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil. This year, four individuals 
will be received into the Church 
at St. Joseph and two others 
will complete their Sacraments 
of Initiation. Our RCIA process 
is bilingual and Sister Sabina 
Chimal Itzá MHML helps coordi-
nate the program and teach the 
Spanish class. 

“It is very moving how God 
is changing the lives and hearts 
of the catechumens,” Sr. Sabina 

says. “When children and their 
parents receive catechesis to-
gether, you can see the conver-
sion of the parents. It helps to 
be involved in some service of 
the parish. Serving in the par-
ish manifests the faith that they 
have embraced.”

Catechumens — those who 
have not been baptized — receive 
two years of formation before en-
tering the Church. The classes 
cover all aspects of the faith, 
from one’s relationship to God to 
specific doctrines of the Catholic 
faith. Always keeping Christ as 
the center of one’s faith under-
standing, the class explores the 
seven sacraments, the Gospel 
message, the unique role of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the faith 
community that is the Catholic 
Church, and much more. Along 
the way, catechumens and 

continued on page 6

“When children and their parents receive 
catechesis together, you can see the 

conversion of the parents. It helps to be 
involved in some service of the parish. 

Serving in the parish manifests the faith 
that they have embraced.” 

— Sister Sabina Chimal Itzá MHML



candidates are encouraged to grow in their love of 
God and prayer. 

“You must have a great love for God and for 
your brothers and sisters,” Sr. Sabina says. “You 
must have a love for the community that is a 
true family in faith and accompanies us with its 
prayer.”

Throughout this journey in faith and education, 
candidates and catechumens are accompanied by 
Sr. Sabina, as well as Deacon Jorge Suarez and 
other catechists. They also have their own spon-
sor or godparents to help them along this path. 
Sponsors and godparents are individuals who are 
active in their faith and are in good standing with 
the Catholic Church. They are there to support 
the catechumens and candidates as they prepare 
to enter the Church and as they begin their life as 
new Catholics. 

“Godparents are people who live their faith 
and bear witness to their Christian life in the 

community,” Sr. Sabina says. “With the testimony 
of their life, they accompany and strengthen the 
faith of their godchild on his path to conversion.”

Once they have been received into the Church 
at the Easter Vigil, the new Catholics are encour-
aged to receive the sacraments regularly and to 
get involved with ministries in the church in order 
to strengthen their faith and their community. 

“Those who would like to embrace faith, must 
be aware that this means a change of life,” Sr. 
Sabina says. “They must choose Jesus and His 
Kingdom.”

Church family. There is so 
much division in our world, 
but when you look around 
our parish, you see good peo-
ple who care for one another. 

“It’s been really invigorat-
ing for me to see the good-
ness in people,” Elvin says. 
“There are people who want 
to help, and they expect 
nothing in return.”

Our community is wel-
coming. No matter who you 
are, there’s a place for you 
here. Elvin knows that’s not 
the case at every parish. He’s 
proud of parishioners for be-
ing so inclusive. 

“We will take you as you 
are — come on in,” Elvin says. 
“That’s a very special quality of our parish.”

To truly live out our Catholic faith, we should look 

inside ourselves and determine 
where we can help. 

“I see it as an obligation that 
we all have,” Elvin says. “We 
need to continue to embrace this 
community, grow it, and make it 
available so that others can come 
home, too. We want others to 
know they can feel comfortable 
here, and they are accepted.”

Elvin and the other Friends 
of St. Joseph members have felt 
the difference it makes to give 
rather than receive. 

In addition to his service 
in Friends of St. Joseph, Elvin 
also serves the parish as an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion.
“The joy and the serenity that 

you receive just by doing good deeds is immeasur-
able, really,” Elvin says.
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Elvin Martinez Jr. and family

Those who would like to enter the Catholic 
Church or return to the Church and have 
yet to receive their First Communion or 
Confirmation should contact the parish 

office at 813-877-5729.
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