
FLIP FOR SPANISH

When Filiberto Albañil first came to the Unit-
ed States 32 years ago, he lived only a few 

blocks from our parish, which ended up being a 
tremendous blessing.

“I really enjoyed living close by, so I could 
help at church and be involved in the Youth 
Group,” he says. “I loved making the young peo-
ple smile — it made very happy.” 

Over the years, Filiberto grew closer to Christ, 
the Blessed Mother, and our parish family in 
beautiful ways. His brothers were baptized at 
St. Joseph’s, and he had his own two daughters 
receive their First Sacraments and quinceañeras 
at our parish as well. 

“St. Joseph’s is really like our home,” he says. 
“I don’t know what else to say!”

Along the way, Filiberto began organizing 
the Virgin of Guadalupe Festival in honor of her 
feast day on Dec. 12, with the help of many dedi-
cated volunteers. 
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Filiberto Albañil (middle) with fellow parishioners working 
on the St. Joseph restoration project
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Giving to God First

Have you ever wondered why no one really 
becomes uneasy when someone brings up 

the first two “Ts” of stewardship – giving of your 
time or talents – but when the third “T” comes 
up, many of us become uncomfortable?

That third “T” is treasure, and some people 
simply become so annoyed by the subject, they 
tune out the words from the pulpit.

Why is there seemingly such an adverse reac-
tion?

Our finances are such a personal subject. 
Discussing money issues with others is not easy, 
and having someone tell us what to do with our 
finances is even worse. We earn the money, after 
all. So shouldn’t we decide what to do with it?

Of course, the answer is “yes” – we decide 
every day how to spend our hard-earned dollars. 
Indeed, the monetary choices we make will ei-
ther keep our finances in check, or put us into 
the red. The average American family has about 
$7,000 in credit card debt – so finances certain-
ly represent a challenge to our current society. 
Tight budgets, trying to “keep up with the Jone-
ses” or poor financial management may be to 

blame for our tight resources. Does this mean 
we do not have anything left over for God?

Stewardship, at its roots, teaches that we 
are not supposed to give God our “leftovers.” We 
should instead strive to return to God a portion 
of our “first fruits” – giving to God first and then 
using the rest for our other needs. God gave us 
our talents that help us earn a living, after all. 
He should come first.

This idea can be worrisome for many. If our 
finances are already strained, how will we ever 
find enough to give back to God? Or, if we do 
try to give God our “first fruits,” will there be 
enough left over to cover our required expenses?

Taking the correct financial steps toward 
good stewardship simply boils down to trust – 
believing that God, who takes care of all of His 
creation, will take care of us. Trust that in giv-
ing to God first, we are both acknowledging that 
our multitude of blessings come from Him, and 
that we are thankful He chose to give them to 
us. And finally, trust that if we give to Him first, 
that all else will fall into place – because He is in 
ultimate control.
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EMBRACE THE HOLY SPIRIT

You’ve all heard homilies about Pente-
cost, which comes on June 5 this year. 

Pentecost was the day when the Holy Spirit 
came upon the apostles while they were 
gathered for prayer in Jerusalem. 

Coming 10 days after Jesus’ Ascension 
into heaven, the descent of the Holy Spir-
it turned the apostles from a collection of 
fearful followers looking for some direction 
into a band of courageous witnesses ready 
to declare their faith in Christ to the whole world.

You’ve heard that Pentecost is the birthday of 
the Church because that was the day when newly 
filled with the Holy Spirit, St. Peter preached the first 
Christian sermon, inviting his hearers to turn to Je-
sus as their Savior and their Lord. Those who accept-
ed the invitation were baptized and “were added” to 
the Church (Acts 2:41). That day marked the begin-
ning of the Church’s public mission, which continues 
to the present.

But the Holy Spirit’s actions in the Church were 
not limited to the apostles in an ancient time. He re-
mains active down to the present, guiding the pope 
and the bishops as they go about their work of sanc-
tifying, teaching and ruling in the Church. The Holy 
Spirit acts in the sacraments to make them effective 
signs of grace. We see the Holy Spirit’s work in the 
witness of the saints through whom He continues the 
work of salvation.

The Spirit, moreover, acts not only in the Church 
as a corporate body, but also in the lives of individual 
Christians. We become temples of the Holy Spirit at 
our Baptism. Then at Confirmation, which is our own 
personal Pentecost, we receive the seal of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit unites us more closely to Christ, in-
creases the spiritual gifts we have been given, and 
strengthens us to spread and defend the faith.

Ultimately, Pentecost is more than simply a feast 
celebrating something that happened a long time ago. 
Of course, the coming of the Spirit we read about in 
Acts 2 took place just once. But the Holy Spirit re-
mains active today, guiding the Church as a whole, 

but also working in the life of each indi-
vidual Christian to make us holy.

Maybe you don’t feel as if the Holy 
Spirit is working in your life. Well, God the 
Father gave us free will, so we can choose 
whether or not we’ll obey Him. And God the 
Holy Spirit, being united in the one God-
head with the Father and the Son, honors 
that freedom. He’ll never force us to turn 
away from sin or compel us to obey God’s 

commandments. The Spirit offers us grace. He will 
beckon us toward heaven, and occasionally we may 
feel Him nudging us along, but we always have the 
freedom to choose God or to reject Him.

Perhaps you’ve made a commitment to worship at 
Mass at least weekly and spend some time each day 
in prayer. Maybe you have promised to use some of 
your talents in parish ministries and service to the 
community. You may even have turned in a card at 
our last renewal to indicate your pledge of a portion of 
your treasure to be used in God’s service.

I hope you’ve done all of these. If so, both the Holy 
Spirit’s grace and your response were involved in 
your decision. And the Holy Spirit will give you the 
strength to fulfill your commitments. 

This Pentecost, make the Gradual verse we’ll sing 
just before the Gospel your personal prayer:

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful; and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

If you do, you’ll find the Holy Spirit working even 
more strongly in your life. You’ll be happier, and the 
world, at least your little corner of it, will be a better 
place.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Nelson Restrepo
Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

A Letter From Our Pastor
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Our parish’s praesidium conducts its meetings in Spanish. For more information 
about the Legion of Mary, please contact Luis Sierra at 813-770-4977. Anyone who is 

over 18 and wants to grow closer to the Blessed Mother is warmly invited to join.

AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE 
LEGION OF MARY

Enlisting in the Army of Our Lady 

In 2004, Luis Sierra decided it was time to en-
list in the spiritual army of Our Lady, and he 

has never looked back since.
“I love Mary very much,” he says. “She is our 

mother and she cares for us, and we are sup-
posed to be her soldiers. When I realized this, 
I began to get involved in the Legion of Mary. 
Mary needs soldiers to fight for everyone down 
here, to fight as she did, and that is what the 
Legion of Mary soldiers do.”

Years later, Luis now serves as the vice president 
of the local Legion of Mary curia, as well as the presi-
dent of the Legion of Mary praesidium at St. Joseph’s. 

“If you love Mary, you will do whatever you 
can to make her happy, which is why I love being 
in the Legion of Mary,” Luis says. “The Blessed 
Mother is the ‘cross-bridge’ to get to Jesus — she 
is the one between us and Jesus. When you do 
works of charity, such as visiting the sick, Mary 
takes it to her Son, Jesus Christ. Everything we 
do she brings to Jesus for us.”

The Legion of Mary is a lay apostolic asso-
ciation of Catholics who, with the blessing of 
the Church and under the leadership of Mary 
Immaculate, Mediatrix of All Graces, serve the 
Church and their neighbor voluntarily in about 
170 countries. Our parish’s Legion of Mary prae-
sidium meets every Sunday at 10 a.m. at St. Jo-
seph’s in the Music Room. During their meet-
ings, they pray Legion of Mary prayers along 

with the Rosary, discuss the apostolic works 
they have been undertaking recently, and read 
a charter from their Legion of Mary handbook.

The main goal of the Legion of Mary is the 
glory of God through the sanctification of its 
members developed by prayer and active cooper-
ation in Mary’s and the Church’s work. The Le-
gion sees as its priority the spiritual and social 
welfare of each individual. The members partici-
pate in the life of the parish and its ministries 
in various ways. Every legionary is required to 
carry out a weekly apostolic work in union with 
Christ, with the gracious spirit of Mary. Marian 
charity continually lies at the very heart and 
soul of their ministry.

“Soon after Mary received the message from 
the angel that she was going to have a baby, she 
dropped everything to visit her cousin, Eliza-
beth, and stay with her for a few months,” Luis 
says. “That is what we try to do as legionaries 
— to be like Mary in charity. We also pray for 
all of the members of our parish, the pope, and 
our community. And if our parish priests need 
something, we work alongside them and help 
out however we can.”

Legionaries are also committed to praying 
the “Tessera” of the Legion of Mary daily, which 
consists of a special invocation, prayers to the 
Holy Spirit, the Rosary, the “Catena” and con-
cluding prayers.
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OUR PRE-SACRAMENTAL CATECHESIS PROGRAM
Creating Strong Faith Foundations for Children and Families

No matter your age, there’s al-
ways something new to learn 

about our faith! It’s never too 
early or too late to start build-
ing a strong faith foundation so 
that our children can under-
stand what it means to be Cath-
olic. Through the parish’s pre-
sacramental catechesis program, 
those receiving the sacraments 
learn how to follow Jesus, and 
inspire their families to embrace 
the faith.

“Education in the faith is 
essential for children, young 
people, and parents because it 
means that human, Christian, 
moral and evangelical values are 
sown in each one of them,” says 
Sister Sabina Chimal Itza. “This 
leads to growth in their faith and 
in their spiritual lives.

“This year, we began catechesis at the parish 
the second week of September 2021, and God 
willing, will end with the children and young 
people receiving the sacraments this month,” she 
adds. “Children, catechists, parents, and espe-
cially the entire parish community are involved 
in catechesis through their constant prayer, so 
that education in the faith is a success.”

The catechesis program uses the bilingual 
Christ In Us curriculum from Sadlier. This is 
important for the parish’s large Hispanic com-
munity, of whom the children speak both lan-
guages, but some parents only speak Spanish.

“The Sadlier program is excel-
lent, and has context for children 
and young people’s education in 
the faith,” Sr. Sabina says. “The 
topics are divided into five chap-
ters — the first four refer to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(the Creed, Sacraments, Com-
mandments, and prayer), and the 
fifth has catechesis according to 
the feasts of the liturgical year.

“Catechesis is like a seedbed 
for the ministries and servants 
of the parish,” she adds. “It is 
where families get to know Christ 
and are motivated and invited by 
Him to continue giving testimo-
ny. For example, some parents 
have received the Sacrament of 
Matrimony and are now part of 
the catechesis program.”

Sr. Sabina has enjoyed watching the chil-
dren, catechists and parents interact together 
through the program, and has truly seen how 
growing closer to the Lord can make a difference 
in each person’s life.

“It is noticeable in the change in the lives of 
families, in their desire to embrace the faith,” 
she says. “Some children and young people have 
shared with us how they feel invited to follow 
Jesus, and how they have been discovering Him 
and feel loved by Him. The valuable availability 
and collaboration of each one of the catechists 
have been vital for each person being catechized 
during the course.”

Our program uses the bilingual Christ 
In Us curriculum from Sadlier. This 
is important for the parish’s large 

Hispanic community.

Catechesis takes place at St. Joseph School on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
For more information, please call the parish at 813-877-5729 or visit the 

parish website at www.stjosephchurchtampa.org.

http://www.stjosephchurchtampa.org


“I like to help with everything I can for the 
festival,” he says. “I enjoy showing the rest of 
our parish family what I did for her feast day 
as a child in Mexico. As Mexican Catholics, 
we like to bring our culture to the Catholics in 
America. A number of us have lived here for 
many years, and we miss our country, so it is 
nice to bring it here in some way.”

Each year, regardless of how much hard 
work it takes to put it on, Filiberto is truly 
grateful with how well the festival turns out. 
All of the proceeds from the event are donated 
to the parish.

“The festival has been growing over time, 
and almost everyone can’t wait for it to come!” 
he says. “I have to begin preparing six months 
ahead of the festival, but it is all worth it. 
I especially enjoy organizing the volunteers 
to bring food. I know I won’t get paid for the 
work, but when I see how happy the festival 
makes everyone — well, there is no better 
payment than that!”

Furthermore, Filiberto lives out the calling 
to be a good steward of our parish building 
and family in many other wonderful ways.

“I really try to help out however I can,” he 
says. “Every year during Lent, I like to vol-
unteer for our annual parish clean-up. This 
year, we did a major clean-up for the 125th 
celebration of our parish and school. We 

painted, pressure-washed, and cleaned up 
everything thoroughly. When you are done 
with work like that, you can hardly move! But 
when you look around you can smile. You feel 
like you won the lottery! You may not get paid 
but you feel a real sense of accomplishment 
and joy in your heart.”

Through all of his endeavors, the true love 
and appreciation Filiberto has for our parish 
family shines through. 

“What I like about St. Joseph’s is that it 
is a very welcoming parish that is hospitable 
to people from all over the world,” he says. 
“We have parishioners from several countries 
here, like Cuba, Puerto Rico, Columbia, Do-
minican Republic, Venezuela, you name it!”

And his gratitude shines through, as well.
“Once, one of my nephews asked me why 

I help at church, and I told him that when I 
go home at night and sit on the couch and 
think about what I have been able to do, I 
have such a nice feeling,” he says. “Besides, 
I have so much to be thankful for. All of the 
years I have lived in this country, I have never 
been one day without work. We are so fortu-
nate to live in a free country. In the morning 
you should appreciate all you have, and at 
night you need to thank God for your day!”

Filiberto is married to Blanca, and they 
have three grown children. 
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“What I like about St. Joseph’s is that it is a very 
welcoming parish that is hospitable to people 
from all over the world. We have parishioners 
from several countries here, like Cuba, Puerto 

Rico, Columbia, Dominican Republic, Venezuela, 
you name it!” — FILIBERTO ALBAÑIL


