
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Mass Intentions - Week of December 23rd                                      

Saturday 
4:30 pm @ SM 

Dec. 22  Vigil of 4
th

 Sunday of Advent 
M/M Emery Manning, Sr., by their son Emery 

Sunday 
8:00 am @ SH 
10:30 am @ SH 

Dec. 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
Terrence Connor, by Michele & Wally Connor 
Barbara & Vincent Spadea, by M/M Joseph Spadea 

Monday 
8:00 am @ SH 
 
4 pm @ SH 
10 pm @ SH 

Dec. 24 Late Advent Weekday 
All OLSH parishioners, living & deceased 
Christmas Eve 
All OLSH parishioners, living & deceased 
All OLSH parishioners, living & deceased 

Tuesday 
9 am @ SM 

Dec. 25 The Nativity of the Lord 
All OLSH parishioners, living & deceased  

Wednesday 
8 am @ SH 

Dec. 26 St. Stephen 
Holy Souls from the Nov. 2

nd
 Offering 

Thursday 
8 am @ SH 

Dec. 27 St. John 

Friday 
7:00 pm @ SM 

Dec. 28 – No Mass Today  

Saturday 
4:30 pm @ SM 

Dec. 29 Vigil of The Holy Family 
Marc Bussiere (birthday, deceased), by his parents 

Sunday 
8:00 am @ SH 
10:30 am @ SH 

Dec. 30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 
David Reardon (7

th
 ann.), by his family 

 

 
 

Please pray for our brothers & sisters who have asked for our 

prayers: 
Mario Antonucci, Lisa Marie Berthel,  William Boland, Dora 

& Ray Brunelle, Anita Broadbent, Peter Burke, Micah Burt, 

Linda Carpenter, Michael Carpenter, Roberta Chiafullo, 

Richard & Margaret  Cordiero,  Fr. Dave, Scott Falls, Doris 

Fenton, Callie Fitzgerald, Cathy Fitzgerald, Carol, Gail, John, Mary, 

Pauline, Theresa,  Walter & Rev. Charles Gonet, Rev. Louis Gould, Brian 

Hanrahan, Deborah Kaplavka, The Kubert/Boos family, Bernie & 

Priscilla Kulas, Theresa Lupacchino, Juanita Morse, Julie Nydam, 

Isabella Paolucci, Janyce Parker,  Doreen Piechota, Karen Trainor 

Resseguie, Barbara Riberdy, Janice Smith, Guido, Jean  & Raymond 

Tessicini, Brian Trudeau, Richard Trudeau, Patricia Tuttle 

We pray for all the deceased members & benefactors of our parish; all 

those in Military Service; and those suffering from the effects of natural 

disaster, epidemics, and political strife.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to pick up a 2019 calendar, courtesy of David F. Kelly 

Insurance Agency, Inc. & Pillsbury Funeral Home, Inc. 
 

 

 
 
 

Last Weekend’s Offertory 
General $3,423 

Fuel Donation  $1,222 

Religious Retirement $103 
 

Special Collections 

12/24 & 25 Christmas 

12/31 & 1/1/19 Solemnity of Mary 

Christmas flower donations may be made at any 
time during Advent. Please print names of loved 

ones clearly. 

~Stewardship~ 
“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to 

my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”  
~ Luke 1:44 

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel 
reading each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?” If not, 
don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside 
yourself. Do you prepare for Mass each week or do 
you just show up and expect to be entertained? We 
are called to be active participants, not passive by-
standers. 

 ~Word of Life~ 
“To couples who cannot have children of their own, 
you are no less loved by God; your love for each 
other is complete and fruitful when it is open to 
others.” Pope Saint John Paul II, February 13, 1982 
Homily.   
 

Rosary recitation has been suspended for the winter. 
It will resume in the spring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve  

4 pm & 10 pm (not midnight) @ SH 
 

Christmas Day  
9 am @ SM 

 

New Year’s Eve – Vigil of The 
Solemnity of Mary  

4:30 pm @ SM 
 

New Year’s Day – The  Solemnity of 
Mary 

9:00 am @ SH 
We hope that this will be convenient for the 

majority of our parishioners. 

 
 

January 1 – The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
All faithful Catholics are expected to attend Mass on this Holy 
Day of Obligation. The New Year’s Eve Vigil Mass will be 4:30 @ 
SM. The Mass on the Holy Day will be @ SH at 9 am. 

 
 

Sincere thanks to all those who participated in the OLSH annual Angel 

Trees Christmas project.  Your generosity has helped to spread the joy 

of Christmas and the warmth of God’s love to those in our local nursing 

homes and assisted living. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Note Change of Day: Next Regular Meeting 
Wednesday Dec. 26thth @ 7 pm 

 

 
 

 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
THIS THURSDAY DEC. 27TH  
1 – 6 pm IN DUGAN HALL 

JANUARY CALENDAR RAFFLE 

31 Chances to Win for only $10! 
Great Stocking Stuffers!! 

Time is running out, so get your tickets today! 

To benefit St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Saturday, Jan. 12th @ 6 pm 

(Take-out @ 5:30) 
Salad, Minestrone Soup, Spaghetti with Sausage 

& Meatballs, Dessert & Beverage 

Only $10!! 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Sunday 12/23 – No Classes – Merry Christmas 
Sunday 12/30 – No Classes – Happy New Year  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Date: Thursday, May 9th @ 7 pm  
at Mary, Queen of the Rosary, in Spencer. 

More details to come… 

Office of the Bishop 
49 Elm St. 

Worcester, MA 01609 
 
December 2018 
  

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
  

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem stands as an ancient witness to the 

birth of Jesus Christ.  Originally constructed in 327 A.D. over a cave 

venerated as the birthplace of Jesus, most of the original church was 

destroyed in a sixth century Samaritan revolt.  Rebuilt in 565, the second 

church still stands today. 
  

Through the centuries, the Church of the Nativity has been battered by time 

and weather. It has suffered fires, earthquakes, desecrations and even gun 

battles.  The interior, too, suffers neglect as squabbles among Armenian, 

Greek and Catholic caretakers have delayed needed renovations to the roof, 

walls and paintings.  
  

For some on the outside, the Church of the Nativity, battered, fortress-like 

and unattractive to the eye, is disappointing. Even to some on the inside, the 

neglect is disheartening. 

  

But then, descending a staircase to the cave below, one sees on the floor a 

silver star and the words, "Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin 

Mary."  Those words and that realization give one profound pause.  Here, 

on this very spot, salvation came, hope was born,   Here, Mary laid God’s 

Son in a manger. To this very place, angels directed shepherds who 

hastened and worshiped.  In this very place, like Mary and Joseph, pilgrims 

for centuries knelt in awe and wonder.  From this spot, they have returned 

home, closer to God, renewed in faith, convinced anew of the great love of 

God who created us and draws us on.  Realizing all that, pilgrims are glad 

that they did not let the visible defects deter them from entering the Church 

and staying in it to reach the sacred spot. 
  

In some ways, the Church of the Nativity might be a metaphor for today’s 

Church.  Scandals, desecration, and the neglect of some priests and bishops 

in past years have caused tremendous suffering and sullied the image of the 

Church.  Looking around from outside, some don’t want to enter.  Being 

discouraged on the inside, others have left.  This, too, is tragic because it is 

only in the heart of the Church in the liturgy, sacraments, communion of the 

saints, the Scriptures and Tradition authentically handed on that one can 

regularly encounter the ordinary means of God’s saving graces.  Our world, 

our society and culture need those graces.  We must continue to remain 

vigilant in order to protect our children but we must also never forget the 

treasures that have been entrusted to the Church and offered to us in the 

sacraments.  The same Jesus, born at Bethlehem, and laid in the manger by 

Mary comes to us to nourish our souls, to bring us His love, healing and 

peace.  Like Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds and the Magi, may that encounter 

give you and your loved ones joy and peace on Christmas and each week at 

Mass. 
  

With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas, I remain 
  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
  

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester    

 
Due to insufficient response, there will be no New York City Holiday 

trip this year. 

Dear Parish family, 
 

We wish you a Blessed Christmas as we 
once again celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

May the Lord Jesus be welcomed into 
every heart & home within our parish. 
Thanks for bringing joy to our world! 
 

Gratefully, 
Fr. Chet & our Parish Staff 


