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The sacrament of Holy Matrimony is
just the beginning of your vocation

as a married couple. This day will be
filled with beauty and goodness,

and we want to help it go as
smoothly as possible. “A wedding is

a day, a marriage is a lifetime.”  
The Church wants to help couples

seeking the sacrament of Holy
Matrimony to be joyfully and

thoroughly prepared to receive the
grace of this sacrament. The goal of
marriage is to grow in holiness and
to be fruitful and multiply. Marriage
preparation will take some time and

energy and should be a time of
joyful growth in faith and love! 

We are happy you are here. 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
We are excited that you are planning to celebrate

this great sacrament at Our Lady of the Gulf. 
 

 
This booklet outlines the steps you are to take now that

you are engaged and planning to be married at OLG.
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Scheduling Your Wedding at OLG

1. Contact your parish priest. A couple planning on getting married is to
notify their parish priest at least six months prior to the intended
wedding date. This allows time to prepare for the sacrament with the
guidance of the priest.

2. Before a date is put on our calendar, the bride and/or groom must
read this entire booklet, initial and sign the agreement on the last page.

3. Before a date is put on our calendar, the couple must have the
agreement of a priest or deacon to do both the marriage preparation and
witness the ceremony. If the priest or deacon witnessing the wedding is
not from OLG, he will need to personally contact the secretary and/or
pastor at OLG to ensure these responsibilities are clearly delineated,
understood, and agreed to. 

4. OLG is not a wedding chapel nor “destination wedding locale” and we
do not necessarily provide priests, a venue or preparation for couples
who are not parishioners of OLG. Non parishioners requesting a Catholic
wedding at OLG will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Non
parishioners will not be allowed to schedule their wedding more than a
year out from the intended date.

5. Typically weddings are scheduled for Saturday with a rehearsal on
Friday or Thursday. The latest a wedding can be scheduled on Saturday is
at 2:30 p.m. There are no exceptions to this policy. Weddings requested
for other days of the week are handled on a case-by-case basis. There are
no weddings on Sundays. 

6. Weddings during Lent may be allowed only for registered OLG
parishioners but are highly discouraged. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday
and ends at Easter. There will be no weddings at OLG from the Saturday
before Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday.  
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Diocese of Biloxi Wedding
Preparation Overview

All Biloxi diocesan marriage preparation policies must be
followed, regardless of where the preparation takes place.
To be married at OLG either the bride or the groom must be a
baptized and practicing Catholic. 
Both bride and groom must be “free to marry” (basically not
already married to someone else). If there was a previous
marriage(s), an annulment must be obtained or proof that the
bond was dissolved by death. 
There are 6 essential steps in the marriage preparation
process.*

"Prenuptial investigation" and establishment of freedom to
marry - This is a formal interview by a priest or deacon.
Prenuptial Inventory Assessment also known as FOCCUS
(Facilitating Open Couple Communication Understanding and
Study) is a detailed questionnaire highlighting areas where
communication is good or may need improvement going into
marriage.
Education in Natural Family Planning.
Participation in a Sponsor Couple Program.
Pre-marriage Retreat. (Ideally a couple will participate in
both the sponsor couple program and retreat, but only one
is strictly required).
Meeting with OLG parish wedding coordinator to discuss
details of rehearsal and ceremony (details on page 6).

1.

2.

3.

4.

a.

b.

c.
d.
e.

f.

*The priest/deacon responsible for your marriage preparation will explain each
of these elements and help you schedule them.  
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Church Services and Expenses
Potentially Associated with your

Wedding at OLG

It is against Church law to charge money for the sacraments. There
is no set fee or stipend for the priest or deacon who leads the
marriage preparation process and witnesses the ceremony. It is
customary for the couple to give a gift to the minister as a token of
gratitude and appreciation.

2. For parishioners who have been registered for at least a year,
unless a couple is truly without means, OLG asks for a $200
donation for use of the church, maintenance, utilities, etc. For
couples who are not parishioners of OLG, we ask for a donation of
$600. A $200 deposit is required to schedule the church.

3. In order to preserve the sanctity of the celebration of this
Sacrament, we respectfully request that the wedding party be
limited to 16 people (including the bride and groom). We also ask
that the flower girl and ring bearer be at least 3 years old. 

4. One of our parish wedding coordinators must be used for the
church planning and wedding rehearsal, etc. The fee for the
coordinator is $300. The coordinator's services are essential and
are explained on page 6 of this packet. 
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5. We expect visitors to and members of OLG parish to be
dressed modestly. We particularly expect modesty from brides
and the bridal party and anyone entering the sanctuary (such as
readers). Modesty is an attractive and appealing virtue which
highlights the elegant goodness of human beauty and shuns the
superficial. Another definition includes: a mode of dress which
intends to avoid encouraging simply sexualized attention from
others. The word "modesty" comes from the Latin word modestus
which means "keeping within good measure." In the simplest
terms possible, modesty of dress in modern America includes
having clothes on that properly cover the body from bust to the
bottom of one's thighs. Questions about this should be addressed
to your wedding coordinator. 

6. All music for the wedding ceremony must be approved by our
music director. You are responsible for contacting the music
director as soon as your wedding date is approved and placed on
the calendar. Please see page 8 for more information on the music
guidelines.

7. We currently offer the ability to livestream the wedding
ceremony for guests who may not be able to attend in person. If
you would like to have your ceremony live streamed, please
contact Matt Reeves at (504)250-7539 or Dean DeMers at (228)806-
8892 for more information and rates. 

8. Our Lady of the Gulf Community Center may be available to rent
for Catholic wedding receptions. Rental is contingent upon the
building not being used for another parish function. The
Community Center is not available to rent during Lent. 
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PARISH WEDDING
COORDINATOR

Is present for a planning meeting with the couple.
Conducts the rehearsal.
Works with the florist in arranging flowers, plants and other decorations
in the church.
Works with the couple and music minister in discerning and choosing
appropriate music for the wedding.
Works with the photographer and/or videographer to explain when it is
appropriate for photographs or video to be taken.
Helps to set up the church for the wedding with the parish sacristan and
also makes sure things are put back in place after the wedding.
Coordinates and guides the procession on the wedding day. 
If there are any other services which you require, please discuss them
with the wedding coordinator.

Because of the many activities at Our Lady of the Gulf Church and Parish,
we require that you hire one of our approved parish wedding coordinators.

We do not allow outside wedding coordinators to be involved in the
planning of the sacrament.

 
Kathleen LeBlanc  (228)332-0065
Cynthia Geroux  (228)265-4015
Mary Reeves   (985)789-4830

Cecilia Escobedo  (302)367-5273
 

The cost is $300 for this extremely helpful service and direction. 
That fee is paid directly to the coordinator prior to or at the rehearsal.

 
 

The Wedding Coordinator…
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WEDDING
REHEARSAL

It is essential to have a rehearsal shortly before the wedding. A rehearsal allows
the actual wedding ceremony to proceed smoothly. The rehearsal is usually
conducted the evening before the wedding and prior to any rehearsal dinner.
 
Who coordinates the Wedding Rehearsal? 
The parish wedding coordinator coordinates the wedding rehearsal and will be
available to guide the couple, bridal party, and attendants, etc. through the
process. The coordinator will also answer any questions or address any concerns
the couple may have at that time.  

Who should come to the rehearsal?  
Everyone who is going to play a part in the ceremony needs to be at the
rehearsal- the couple, bridal party, lectors. 

The Rehearsal Itself  
It is helpful and important to go through the different aspects of the ceremony
during the rehearsal. The coordinator will work with the wedding party so
everyone is comfortable with what they need to do for the ceremony. The
wedding party will practice walking down the aisle, lectors will practice the
readings with the microphones, and the coordinator will walk everyone through
the ceremony. 

Length of Rehearsal 
We ask that all those involved in the rehearsal arrive promptly and cooperate
fully with the wedding coordinator. Rehearsals should not last any longer than
one hour. 

No Alcohol 
We do not allow wedding patrons to bring alcohol to the wedding rehearsal or
wedding itself. Consumption of alcohol in the church or on the property at
the rehearsal or wedding is strictly prohibited. Use of alcohol or drugs
before the rehearsal or wedding may cause the wedding to be postponed
or even canceled. 8



MUSIC GUIDELINES FOR
THE CELEBRATION OF

WEDDINGS AT OLG

Alysia Ladner is our Music Director and must approve all music used for
weddings at Our Lady of the Gulf.  
Plan to meet with Alysia either in person or by phone/email/text  at least
three months before your wedding date to discuss the music.  Alysia will
share her wedding music information document with you to simplify the
process of choosing and planning your music.  
As we have a list of approved musicians, do not hire musicians before
consulting our music director. Alysia can work with you to hire additional
musicians, such as instrumentalists or other vocalists, for additional fees. The
list of approved musicians is in the music document given by Alysia.  
If you have an independent wedding planner (in addition to the wedding
coordinator from Our Lady of the Gulf), please let Alysia know.
Music sung or played in the church will be appropriate for the Sacred Liturgy.  
Instrumental pieces and solo vocal pieces should be selected from classical
or sacred repertoire and sung words should be sacred in nature.  As a
general rule, if a hymn is found in a Catholic hymnal we can include it in the
wedding. Alysia’s music document contains ideas to get you started! 
Occasionally, couples will have a favorite secular song which they will want to
use in their wedding ceremony.  These songs should be saved for your
reception where you can fully enjoy what you like about the song, maybe
using them for your first dances as a married couple!

We have a few guidelines at Our Lady of the Gulf that will help ensure that your
wedding liturgy is special, meaningful, and in union with the universal Church. 
 We are excited to help you make your wedding music prayerful and beautiful!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

 
 
 

Contact information:   Alysia Ladner 
Music Director for Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Church  

228-493-3798        alysia.ladner5@gmail.com
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FLOWERS AND
DECORATIONS

Rather than overwhelming the ceremony, flowers should enhance it. Often
less is more effective and beautiful.
Flowers may be placed on the high altar on either side of the Tabernacle. 
Dripless candles must be used.
No tape may be used to affix flowers or decorations to the pews, handrails or
any other part of the church, interior or exterior. 
We do allow flower girls to drop silk flower petals down the aisle, but nothing
else may be used (such as petals which will stain the floor). No wagons or
carts used for flower girls or ring bearers are allowed down the aisle of the
Church. 
NOTE: During Advent and Lent, which are penitential seasons, the
church is less festive in its decorations. There will be NO FLOWERS in
the church during Advent/Lent.
Pendants, banners, and/or decorations that are used during various Church
seasons will not be removed for a wedding ceremony. 
Wedding patrons are asked to remove all boxes, etc. that were used for
flowers immediately following the wedding. Please also ensure that all flower
petals are cleaned up from the church.
If a couple wants to leave a wedding arrangement in church for Mass, it is
customary to leave them on the high altar near the tabernacle. This reminds
our parishioners to pray for the newlyweds.

Flowers can add a special element to the wedding ceremony. In ordering and
arranging flowers for the wedding, we ask couples that they consider the
following guidelines:

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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PHOTOS AND VIDEOS

Photographers and/or videographers are not allowed in the sanctuary
during the actual wedding ceremony. The sanctuary is the elevated area of
the church behind the altar rail. This is a sacred space and no intrusions will
be tolerated. 
All photographers and/or videographers must make themselves known prior
to the actual wedding to the priest who is celebrating the sacrament for the
couple. This requirement is to ensure that they know exactly what is
expected and that they must abide by the guidelines of the church.  
The photographer and/or videographer may take photos/videos, outside of
the sanctuary area, during the actual wedding ceremony as long as such
does not become a distraction for the wedding party, wedding guests or the
celebrant. The camera equipment should be silent while capturing the
wedding. 
Photographers are reminded that our church may have other weddings or
services scheduled after a particular wedding. It is imperative that they
expedite the picture taking immediately after the wedding in order to
accommodate and show concern for the other services that may follow. 
Photographers are asked to take into consideration the church sacristan who
may be waiting to lock the church and also may need to set up the church for
another service or wedding. Everything in the church must be completed and
cleaned before 4pm on Saturdays in preparation for the 5pm Mass.
We ask that photographers and videographers remove any and all
professional equipment and supplies from the church as soon as they have
finished in order to help facilitate the clean up of the church after the
wedding.

We know that the bride and groom may wish to capture this special day through
the services of a professional photographer and/or a videographer. It is
important that such moments be treasured. There are certain guidelines that
photographers must adhere to at Our Lady of the Gulf Church during wedding
ceremonies.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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TERMS OF AGREEMENT

Please initial next to each statement of the agreement:

I have read all the marriage and wedding guidelines contained in the Wedding   
Guidelines Packet from Our Lady of the Gulf Church.  

I understand all the above-mentioned guidelines and promise to abide by
them wholeheartedly. 

I will make sure that all persons involved in the wedding rehearsal and
wedding ceremony, including the various professionals and non-professionals
I have contracted with, are aware of said guidelines and will abide by them
fully and completely. 

I understand that a fee of $200 (for parishioners) or $600 (for non
parishioners) is required by Our Lady of the Gulf Church for use of the church
for a wedding.

I understand that I must submit a down payment of $200 in order to secure
the church for a wedding after the booking has been approved by the pastor.
The remaining balance for non parishioners must be paid at least 2 weeks
prior to the wedding, or paid in full. 

I understand fully that my wedding date will not be entered on the church
calendar until it has been approved by the pastor of Our Lady of the Gulf
Church. My payment and signed agreement letter will be accepted by Our
Lady of the Gulf Church only after the pastor has approved my date. 

I understand that the decorations within the church will reflect the liturgical
season in which the wedding takes place. This means that during Advent and
Lent, no flowers will be permitted. 

I understand the modesty policy outlined on page 5, and my wedding party
will be dressed in a manner that is appropriate within the church.

I understand and agree to the above statements. _____________ (initials)
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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Bride Groom
Name: Name:

Address: Address:

City, State, Zip City, State, Zip:

Phone:Phone:

Email: Email:

We wish to schedule our wedding at Our Lady of the Gulf

Church on _______________ at __________________ and the

rehearsal on ___________________ at _______________.

Priest/Deacon: Parish Wedding Coordinator:

Mail to:  Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Church                  
228 S. Beach Blvd.    

  Bay St. Louis MS 39520


