
 PARISH OFFICE  3949 Wilmington, St. Louis, MO 63116      Sts. Mary & Joseph Chapel  6304 Minnesota, St. Louis, MO 63111 
www.saintstephenstl.org         @sspstl           @stsmaryandjosephchapel             youtube.com/StStephenProtomartyr 

Father Ronald J. Hopmeir, Pastor — info@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #1 

Mary Regan, Pastoral Associate — mary.regan@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #2 

June Tessin, Office Manager / Bookkeeper — june.tessin@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #3 

Mary Paule, Child Safety Coordinator / Secretary — mary.paule@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #4 

Stephen E. Jones, Music Director — stephen.jones@saintstephenstl.org 
Bob Wiley, Facilities Manager — bob.wiley@saintstephenstl.org 

Stephanie Wobbe, Communications Coordinator — stephanie.wobbe@saintstephenstl.org    314-660-1548 

Denise Dowd, Sts. Mary & Joseph Chapel Wedding Venue — weddings.stsmaryandjoseph@gmail.com    314-517-3998 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE  3929 Wilmington, St. Louis, MO 63116 
www.saintstephenstl.org/school          @SSPCatholicSchool 

Greg Sturgill, Principal — greg.sturgill@saintstephenstl.org    314-752-4700 

Amanda Quinn, Administrative Assistant — amanda.quinn@saintstephenstl.org    314-752-4700 

If you are new to St. Stephen Protomartyr Parish or just visiting — WELCOME!  

For more information or to register in the parish, please call or email the parish office. 

ST. STEPHEN PROTOMARTYR PARISH 
September 27, 2020    Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



STEWARDSHIP: SHARING TIME, TALENT, TREASURE, and PRAYER 

“Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly regard others as more important than 
yourselves…”  - Philippians 2:3 

Pride and ego are hard things to control. We see how others act or dress and think we are superior to them. 
We idolize our own self-image. But, if we truly believe everything is a gift from God, we recognize all the people 

that God has put in our lives as gifts! We are grateful for how they enrich our lives.  
Pray every day for the people in your life: your family, your friends, and those who make you angry. 
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SUNDAY CONTRIBUTION 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 
 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday, Sts. Michael, Gabriel, & 

Raphael: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 
138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5; Jn 1:47-51 

Wednesday, St. Jerome: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-
11, 12-13, 14-15; Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday, St. Therese of the Child Jesus: Jb 19:21-27; 
Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14; Lk 10:1-12 

Friday, Holy Guardian Angels: Jb 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5; 
Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 9-10, 13-14ab; Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 
125, 130; Lk 10:17-24 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12, 
 13-14, 15-16, 19-20; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 

PTO TRIVIA NIGHT 

Our Virtual “DIY” Trivia Night is 
happening on Saturday, Oct. 17, 
2020! See the flyer on the next 
page of the bulletin for information 
about how to get your team 
registered. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 

Archbishop Rozanski has initiated a special collection to 
help provide immediate and long-term aid to those 
recovering from Hurricane Laura in Louisiana and the 
wildfires in California. The funds will support the efforts 
of Catholic Charities USA and Catholic Relief Services 
and will be distributed where they are most needed. 
 Anyone wishing to donate is invited to please put your 
donation in an envelope marked "Hurricane Laura" or 
"Wildfires" and either drop it off at the rectory or in the 
collection basket at weekend Masses. 

September 6 Contribution $ 2,674.00 
Online giving contribution $ 2,202.00 
Total weekly contribution $ 4,876.00 

R & I $ 370.00 
Tuition Assistance $ 291.00 

St. Vincent de Paul, SSP $ 77.00 
Catholic University $ 79.00 
 

September 13 Contribution $ 8,498.00 
Online giving contribution $ 1,959.00 
Total weekly contribution $ 10,457.00 

R & I $ 178.00 
Tuition Assistance $ 442.00 

St. Vincent de Paul, SSP $ 135.00 
Catholic University $ 22.00 
Hurricanes & Wildfires $ 100.00 
 

September 20 Contribution $ 2,237.00 
Online giving contribution $ 3,845.00 
Total weekly contribution $ 6,082.00 

R & I $ 179.00 
Tuition Assistance $ 890.00 

St. Vincent de Paul, SSP $ 130.00 
Catholic University $ 10.00 
Hurricanes & Wildfires $ 200.00 
 

Special collection in September is for Catholic University. 



PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

Following the example of our patron St. Stephen, we are called 
to be witnesses of God’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Sept. 30 ........... Pastoral Council Meeting 
Oct. 14 ............. Board of Education Meeting 
Oct. 17 ............. PTO Virtual Trivia Night 
Nov. 7 .............. PTO Holiday Boutique* 
Dec. 5 .............. Breakfast With Santa* 

*Note that the details of these events (including whether 
they are in-person or virtual) have yet to be determined. 

“ENTERING THE KINGDOM OF GOD …” 

It’s been a long day. She sits in her dimly lit living 
room. It’s after 11 p.m.; her day started before six. At the 
office, it was one crisis after another; then the school 
called: her eight-year-old she is raising alone came down 
with a fever, so she had go and bring him home and 
arrange for her mother to come over so she could get 
back to the office. After getting him to bed, she took on 
the monthly challenge of making her salary cover all the 
bills (managed to make it again for another 
month!). She’s tired but can’t sleep just yet. She needs a 
few minutes just to be thankful for the beautiful boy 
snoring up a storm in the next room who makes her life 
as a mom more than worth it all. 
 
He drives a truck for a package delivery service — and 
these are busy days. He takes a couple of extra shifts 
when he can because his family could use the money — 
the oldest is starting to look at colleges. But one night a 
week he manages to get home in time to gulp down some 
supper and head to the community center where he 
coaches a team of nine- and ten-year-olds in the city’s 
youth basketball league. He first started coaching his 
son’s team — and kept at it long after his son moved 
on. Yeah, there are other things he could be doing that, 
frankly, would make life a lot easier, but he knows that for 
some of these kids, this team is the best thing in their 
lives. So one night a week he continues to run, push and 
coach these kids for the good of his own soul. 
 
He helps her with her coat and makes sure she has a 
good, steady grip on her cane. He then puts her arm in 
his and they walk the same path they walk every 
afternoon in the park across the street from their 
apartment. He points to a cardinal lighting on a tree 
branch overhead. He cheers a great catch made by a 
player in a pick-up football game. He talks about last 
night’s call from their son and the latest doings of the 
grandchildren. But none of it registers with her. She is lost 
in a fog of dementia. All she recognizes is him, her 
husband of 63 years. And that’s more than enough. He’s 
thankful that they can walk arm-in-arm together for 
another day. 
  

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus upholds the sacred 
dignity of all men and women in the eyes of God: the 
struggling, the poor, the powerless, the ignored, the 
forgotten, the vulnerable, those pushed to the 
margins and peripheries of society. Every life is open 
to the “way of righteousness.” Simple humility, 
faithfulness, and gratitude are the entries to the 
kingdom of God. Our standing in demographic and 
marketing profiles, our net worth, whatever labels 
society applies to us do not determine the “holiness” 
of our lives or the measure of God’s love in our 
days. Christ invites us to realize the kingdom of God 
in our lives by our commitment to selfless generosity 
and faithful gratitude; God calls us to look beyond the 
designations and stereotypes like “tax collector” and 
“prostitute” and recognize, instead, the holiness that 
resides within the soul of every person — including 
ourselves. 
 

Connections, September 2020 
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Stay tuned in to our 
COMMUNICATIONS CHANNELS 
 
WEBSITE www.saintstephenstl.org 

• School: www.saintstephenstl.org/school    
FACTS is our parents’ main source of the nitty-gritty, 
but here you can find more general information. 

• Livestream: www.saintstephenstl.org/live-stream   
Go here to see any of our live streams in real time, 
including Masses and other events; after their live 
airing, all videos are available in the archive, at the 
bottom of the page. 

 
YOUTUBE www.youtube.com/ststephenprotomartyr  

Includes all live-streamed videos, as well as prayers / 
songs / meditations, school-related videos, and past 
Masses. Subscribe to be notified of new videos. 

 
FLOCKNOTE StStephenProtomartyr.flocknote.com 

Our main parish communication tool. Sign up for 
whichever groups are of interest; unsubscribe at any 
time. Receive notes via email and/or text. 

• Daily Reflections: Reflections on the day’s readings 
from Mary Regan and parishioners. 

• Nightly News: Born of sheltering in place, parish 
news and a reflection. 

• Weekly Bulletin: Our weekly church bulletin. 
• Monthly Update: Encapsulation of news & 

happenings over the past month. 
• News Alerts: Urgent news; used rarely. 
• Prayer Tree: Prayer requests from our community. 

 
FACEBOOK 

• Parish: www.facebook.com/sspstl 
• School: www.facebook.com/SSPCatholicSchool 
• Alumni: www.facebook.com/groups/StStephenAlumni 

Public group of graduates of St. Stephen and anyone 
else who's interested. 

• PTO: www.facebook.com/groups/SSPPTO 
Private group limited to current school parents and 
staff. Go to group to request to join. 
 

 
Questions? Contact Stephanie Wobbe at 
stephaniewobbe@saintstephenstl.org or 314-660-1548. 

This year, the Church celebrated Catechetical Sunday 
on September 20, 2020. The 2020 theme is I received 
from the Lord what I also handed on to you.  
 This is an opportunity to reflect on the role that 
each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on 
the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. 
Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to 
rededicate themselves to this mission as a community 
of faith. 
 Sometimes we think that only teachers are 
catechists. But we are all catechists in teaching our 
children, our grandchildren, and one another what it 
means to live our faith.   
 
If you have a question about the Catholic faith you would like 
addressed, contact Mary Regan at 314-481-1133, #2, or 
mary.regan@saintstephenstl.org. If Mary doesn't know the 
answer, she’ll try to find it. All questions will respect the 
privacy of the questioner, who will remain anonymous. 
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ROSARY FOR PEACE 

Throughout the United States on Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020, 
thousands will gather to pray the rosary for peace. You 
are invited to join the Legion of Mary and others at St. 
Anthony of Padua (3140 Meramec St.) in the front yard 
of the friary at noon. There is ample parking on the east 
side of the church. It is handicap-accessible, but you will 
need to bring your favorite folding chair. For more 
information, contact Grace Phillips at 314-352-0541. 

CATHOLIC RADIO 

Seasons come and 
seasons go, but our pillar 
of faith remains. Keep your 
radio set on AM 1460 Covenant Network Catholic 
Radio for educational and inspirational programs to 
nurture your faith and devotional programs throughout the 
day and night-time hours. In addition to the radio station, 
you can also listen live on the free Covenant Network app 
or at OurCatholicRadio.org. 



Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
pray privately in the church. 

Parish Office Hours                                   314-481-1133 
     Monday through Friday:  8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
     Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays 
 
 
Bulletin Article Deadline 
     Monday at 12 p.m. prior to the weekend bulletin. 
 
 
Sacramental Celebrations 

Eucharist 
Make a reservation to attend weekend Masses via the link on 
our parish website or call Mary at 314-481-1133, option 2 
   Saturday: Mass, 4 p.m. 
   Sunday: Mass, 9 a.m. 
   Tuesday-Friday: Mass, 8 a.m. (no reservations required) 

Reconciliation 
Please call Father Ron to make an appointment. 

Infant and Child Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated at any weekend liturgy or on the 
last Sunday of the month following the latest Mass. 
Parents are asked to call the parish office to arrange a 
Baptism. 

Adult Initiation / Reception into the Catholic Church 
Any adult who would like to know more about our Catholic 
faith, and/or who is interested in becoming a member of 
the Catholic Church, please call the parish office. 

Marriage 
Please contact at least six months prior to the planned 
date of marriage. 

Anointing of the Sick 
We have a communal celebration of this sacrament at the 
weekend  liturgies in the fall and in the spring. If you 
would like to be anointed before entering the hospital or if 
you are homebound, please call the office. 
 
 

Parish School of Religion  
PSR formal classes in our Catholic Faith  
Children: 4 yrs. through 8th grade and high school 
Located on the campus of St. John the Baptist Parish. 
Call the PSR Director at 314-773-3070. 

for our sick and recovering ... 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PLEASE PRAY 

DEVOTIONS 

Suzie Beck 
Liz Bentrup 
Ann Dosenbach 
Steve Gaydos 
Jan Haffer 

Paul Heidbrier 
Tim Krueger 
Thomas Lorenz 
Bob Marx 
Lois McClellan 

Steve Moylan 
Grace Phillips 
Laurie Rahn 
Virginia Zenthoefer 

for our homebound  ... 
Jack Heffernan Albertine Honious  Art Petersen 

for family members serving in the military ... 
Derek Hirtz 
Sam May 
Tristan Moylan 

Ryan O’Neil 
Brian Schoellhorn 
Chris Schrader 

Dylan Schulte 
Mitch Sollmann 

Monday, September 28 
Private Mass 

Tuesday, September 29 
8 a.m. — Rev. Robert Boisaubin 

Wednesday, September 30 
8 a.m. —  Evelyn Borgmeyer 

Thursday, October 1 
8 a.m. — Martha Grega, Msgr. Robert L. McCarty 

Friday, October 2 
8 a.m. — Brothers of the 3rd and 1st Cavalry 

Saturday, October 3 
4 p.m. — Our Parishioners 

Sunday, October 4 
9 a.m. — S. Mann 
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Learn How Boutique Senior
Living Is Perfect For You

314-353-7225
www.altenheimstlouis.org

5408 S. Broadway, St. Louis

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS, 772-3000

10151 GRAVOIS, 842-4458

5255 LEMAY FERRY, 894-4500

Denise Dowd
REALTOR®

Phone: 314-677-6454
Mobile: 314-517-3998
Email: DeniseDowd@kw.com
www.DeniseDowd.com

6464 Chippewa St. Louis, MO 314.832.7770
www.hoffmeistercolonial.com Chase D Hendrick, GM

FLESCH BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Remodeling Since 1968
Kitchens • Baths • Windows

Decks • Vinyl Siding
John P. Flesch      Joe Flesch

314-638-8927

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

902450 St Stephen Protomartyr

314.809.2016
cathy.mann@cbgundaker.com

Cathy Mann 
Your Neighborhood Expert!

St. Stephen Parishioner
cathymann.stlouisareahomesearch.com

OHMER & OHMER PC
Attorneys at Law

Trusts & Wills Since 1922
Income Tax 6233 Gravois
Probate Court 314-832-4433

DAVID J. BORGMEYER, D.D.S.
AUGUSTINE J. BORGMEYER, D.D.S.

5914 LEONA STREET             (314) 351-6554

SAINT LOUIS, MO 63116   Fax (314) 353-4035

email: djbd2thdoc@sbcglobal.net

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

CHIPPEWA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Bruce H. Kurka, D.V.M.

3850 Chippewa at Gustine
772-0292

$20 OFF
Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization

314-782-5328 | davey.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 314-549-8449 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will

receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must

have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated

companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company

customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion

form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without 

notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost of material.

Offer expires 9/30/20

X

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Since 1927

• auto • life
• home • business

• health • long term care

Steve Butz
9700 Mackenzie, Suite 120
Saint Louis, Missouri 63123

314.752.2500

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES

STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO

6759 Chippewa Street 2953 Hwy K

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears)

St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368

(314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
S

T
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0)

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Retirement Living–All Inclusive
Across from Tower Grove Park

314-773-2800
www.towergrovemanor.org

Sponsored by St. Andrew’s
Resources for Seniors
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