
If you are new to St. Stephen Protomartyr Parish or just visiting — WELCOME!  
For more information or to register in the parish, please call or email the parish office. 

PARISH OFFICE  3949 Wilmington, St. Louis, MO 63116      Sts. Mary & Joseph Chapel  6304 Minnesota, St. Louis, MO 63111 
www.saintstephenstl.org             @sspstl           @stsmaryandjosephchapel              @StStephenProtomartyr           @StStephenSTL           @sspstl 

Father Ronald J. Hopmeir, Pastor — info@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #1 

Mary Regan, Pastoral Associate — mary.regan@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #2 

June Tessin, Office Manager / Bookkeeper — june.tessin@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #3 

Mary Paule, Child Safety Coordinator / Secretary — mary.paule@saintstephenstl.org    314-481-1133, #4 
Stephen E. Jones, Music Director — stephen.jones@saintstephenstl.org 
Bob Wiley, Facilities Manager — bob.wiley@saintstephenstl.org 

Stephanie Wobbe, Communications & Marketing Coordinator — stephanie.wobbe@saintstephenstl.org    314-660-1548 

Denise Dowd, Sts. Mary & Joseph Chapel Wedding Venue — weddings.stsmaryandjoseph@gmail.com    314-517-3998 

SCHOOL OFFICE  3929 Wilmington, St. Louis, MO 63116 
www.saintstephenstl.org/school           @SSPCatholicSchool 

Greg Sturgill, Principal — greg.sturgill@saintstephenstl.org    314-752-4700 

Amanda Quinn, Administrative Assistant — amanda.quinn@saintstephenstl.org    314-752-4700 

ST. STEPHEN PROTOMARTYR PARISH 
November 15, 2020    33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 



STEWARDSHIP: SHARING TIME, TALENT, TREASURE, and PRAYER 

“Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you have been faithful in small matters, 
I will give you great responsibilities.” Matthew 25:21 

God calls us to nurture and develop the gifts He has given us and then generously return a portion with increase. 
He doesn’t want us to waste or hoard the gifts He has given us. He expects us to grow our gifts, use them wisely and 

be generous with them. Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in proportion to all that God has given us. 
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SUNDAY CONTRIBUTION THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:2-3, 4 & 6; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday, St. Elizabeth of Hungary: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; 
 Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
 Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b; 
 Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;  
 Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday, Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
 Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 
Feast of Christ the King: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-2, 
 2-3, 5-6; 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 

November 1 Contribution $ 3,262.00 
Online giving contribution $ 2,620.00 
Total weekly contribution $ 5,882.00 

R & I $ 170.00 
Tuition Assistance $ 421.00 

St. Vincent de Paul, SSP $ 10.00 
Permanent Diaconate $ 25.00 
Campaign for Human Development $ 20.00 
Retired Religious $ 320.00 

 

November 8 Contribution $ 2,696.00 
Online giving contribution $ 2,487.00 
Total weekly contribution $ 5,183.00 

R & I $ 400.00 
Tuition Assistance $ 189.00 

St. Vincent de Paul, SSP $ 215.00 
Sts. Peter & Paul $ 10.00 
Campaign for Human Development $ 10.00 
Retired Religious $ 560.00 

Special collections in November are for the Retired Religious 
and the Campaign for Human Development. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Nov. 29, Dec. 6 & 13 ........ Parish Retreat Gatherings 
Dec. 2 ............................... Board of Education Meeting 
Dec. 6 ............................... Blood Drive 
Dec. 10 ............................. First Reconciliation 
Dec. 17-23 ....................... Christmas Novenas 
Dec. 18 ............................. Concert at SSMJ 

Monday                                                                                 
November 16 

Tuesday 
November 17 

Wednesday 
November 18 

Thursday 
November 19 

Friday 
November 20 

Saturday 
November 21 

Sunday 
November 22 

NO MASS TODAY Mass 8 a.m. 
Perpetual Help 

Devotions 

Mass With Students 
 8 a.m. 

Mass 8 a.m. Mass With Students 
8 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Mass 4 p.m. 
Anniversary Blessing 

Mass 9 a.m. 
Anniversary Blessing 

THIS WEEK AT ST. STEPHEN PROTOMARTYR 

FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

In the charity of your prayers, please 
remember Lois McClellan and Jim 
Gunter, who died last week. May their 
souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed rest in peace.  

TEMPERATURE SCREENS AT MASS 

Beginning with Masses this weekend, our ushers will 
be taking a quick temperature scan of everyone as they 
arrive at church, for the safety of all in attendance. Thank 
you for your continued cooperation! 



PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

Following the example of our patron St. Stephen, we are called 
to be witnesses of God’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish. 
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RETREAT: WALKING THE SACRED PATH 

We are pleased to offer a retreat this Advent — Walking 
the Sacred Path from liturgical composer Dan Schutte. 
 The mostly-virtual retreat will extend over a three-week 
period. Each week, participants will receive a link to 
recorded video sessions with Dan on a specific topic. A 
workbook and journal will accompany the videos. 
 Retreat participants who are available and comfortable 
doing so will be invited to meet as a group in the Parish 
Hall to discuss each week's topic. The last discussion will 
conclude with a live Zoom session with Dan Schutte. 
 The dates of the meetings are Nov. 29, Dec. 6, and 
Dec. 13. All will begin at 10:15 a.m. (after 9 a.m. Mass). 
 To register for the retreat, please visit https://
forms.gle/pJuZwSoueU2p97P77. 
 There is no cost to participate. At the end of the 
registration form, you will have the opportunity to make a 
donation to offset the cost of the retreat, if you would like. 
 To register by phone or if you have any questions, 
please contact Mary Regan at 314-481-1133, #2, or 
mary.regan@saintstephenstl.org. 

BAPTIZED IN CHRIST 

We joyfully welcome the newest member of our 
community of faith, Jackson Thomas 
Goodman, son of Tom and Dana Goodman, 
baptized on Nov. 8, 2020. 
 Congratulations! 

OUR CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Thank you for the more than 150 
responses to our Christmas 
Mass survey to gather 
information about your plans 
this year! 
 We will be celebrating our three 
Christmas Masses at their 
traditional times — 5 p.m. and 
10 p.m. on Christmas Eve, and 
10 a.m. on Christmas Day. Based 
on your survey responses and your willingness to worship 
in the Parish Center, the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass will 
include overflow to the Parish Center, where Mass will 
be live-streamed on the projection screen. Eucharistic 
ministers will distribute communion there. 
 Reservations for our Christmas Masses will become 
available on Monday, Nov. 16, at 9 a.m. The signups for 
the three Masses will be at the same Signup Genius link 
as all of our other weekend and holiday Masses. The link 
is available on our website or by going directly to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040848afaa2daafa7-sunday1. 
 You also have the option to call Mary Regan at 
314-481-1133, #2, to make a reservation. 
 
IMPORTANT: SIGNING UP ONLINE 
Because there are several weeks’ worth of Masses 
included in our Signup Genius, please check dates and 
times carefully. Be sure you are signing up for the 
Mass you intend to sign up for. 
 If you are signing up for our 5 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Mass, your first available option (as a Congregant) will 
have you seated in the church building. If those available 
Congregant slots fill up, you will then have the option to 
sign up in the Worship in Parish Center category. If that 
category should fill up as well, and if you are not available 
to attend Mass at one of the other two times, we ask that 
you sign up in the Waiting List category. If slots become 
available, we will contact you. Based on our survey 
responses, our current options will accommodate all who 
are interested in attending. 
 
Thank you for your feedback and your continued 
flexibility and cooperation as we all try to navigate this 
season as best we can! 

OUR SSP ROSARY 

Last month, in recognition of the 
Month of the Holy Rosary, we invited 
you to record yourselves saying the 
prayers of the rosary for a 
collaborative project. Thanks to all 
who contributed to our St. Stephen-voiced rosary. 
 Our first video includes visual meditations on each of 
the Joyful Mysteries. A link to the video can be found on 
the rosary page of our website or on our YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/StStephenProtomartyr). 
 If you or someone you know would like an audio-only 
version on a CD, please contact Stephanie Wobbe at 
stephanie.wobbe@saintstephenstl.org or 314-660-1548. 
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VIRTUAL HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 

From the PTO: Since we can't have an 
in-person Holiday Boutique this year, 
we're going to host a virtual event. We 
would like to feature as many school / 
parish families as possible. Do you 
have a business or hobby that you'd like to have 
mentioned? You would need to provide a link or address 
where people can shop. Contact Kate Schoellhorn at 
kateschoellhorn@gmail.com as soon as possible. 
 More information will be shared about the virtual 
event once we have a set plan. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE 

The Boy Scouts of Pack 104 will 
be hosting their semi-annual blood 
drive to benefit the American Red 
Cross on Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., in our 
Parish Center. 
 The Boy Scouts will not be 
taking donor names following 
Mass the weekends before the 
drive out of an abundance of 
caution related to COVID-19. Additionally, the drive will not 
allow for walk-in donors. All donors must make an 
appointment online at www.redcrossblood.org or on the 
Blood Donor App. Search for sponsor code StStephenP. 
 Donors may call Scoutmaster Michael Lohff at 
314-591-9575 if they have any issues registering online. 
 For an explanation of current safety precautions at 
Red Cross blood drives, visit www.redcrossblood.org/
donate-blood/dlp/share-your-health.html. 

THE FABLE OF THE BIRDS 

There is a legend that after God had created all of the 
animals of the wood, the newly-made animals walked 
around, happily discovering what it was like to be alive 
and getting used to their new bodies — all except the 
birds.  
 While the other animals had legs so they could run 
or fins so that they could swim, the birds could just hop a 
few steps. They didn’t know what to do with these 
awkward appendages on their shoulder. Why has God 
punished us? they wondered. Why do we have struggle to 
get around with these “things” on our backs?  
 But then one bird managed to move those “things” 
on its back and discovered by flapping them up and down 
the bird could lift itself off the ground higher and higher 
and higher into the air. Then another bird began to flap its 
appendages. And then another and another and 
another. The birds discovered that they could soar into 
the skies — something no other animal could do.  
 The birds discovered that what they thought was a 
“heavy burden” was actually a wonderful gift from God. 
  
Whether we believe it or not, each one of us has been 
given something unique and special from God that we 
can use to contribute to the work of creation. 
Sometimes the very “thing” that we consider to be a 
burden or disadvantage leads us to discover the 
particular gift we (or another person) possesses. But, 
as Jesus teaches in the parable of the talents, such 
grace demands work on our part, the faith to “flap our 
wings,” and a willingness to place our “wings” at the 
service of others. Our greatness lies not in the 
greatness of our talents in themselves but in the 
greatness of our love to use them to build the 
Kingdom of God in our time and place.  

Connections, November 2020 

SPONSOR A FAMILY THIS CHRISTMAS 

No one can predict what the 
holidays will look like this 
year, but St. Patrick Center 
will continue to serve people 
who are homeless or are 
facing homelessness by 
providing holiday gifts 
through its Christmas 
Wishes program. 
 You are invited to sponsor a family this holiday 
season. Find out more at https://stpatrickcenter.org/
christmaswishes. 
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Are the Bible and the Lectionary the same thing? 
 
No, they are not the same. I will spend more time on 
the subject of the Bible and Lectionary individually in 
future editions of Our Catholic Faith. 
 
The Bible can be thought of as a library of books. Very 
briefly, the books contained in the Old Testament (or 
Hebrew Scriptures) are a written record of the faith 
journey of the Jewish people. The New Testament (or 
Christian Scriptures) is the story of Jesus, his 
teachings, and the Church's first years of life. 
 
The Lectionary is used at Mass and contains a 
collection of readings from the Bible. It contains specific 
readings from the Hebrew Scriptures and from the 
Christian Scriptures. The Lectionary follows a three-
year cycle, with each year highlighting one of the 
synoptic Gospels as well as parts of John's Gospel.  
   
If you have a question about the Catholic faith you would like 
addressed, contact Mary Regan at 314-481-1133, #2, or 
mary.regan@saintstephenstl.org. If Mary doesn't know the answer, 
she’ll try to find it. All questions will respect the privacy of the 
questioner, who will remain anonymous. 

 THE GIVING TREE 

Since we have not all returned to church yet, we wanted 
to offer you some different options if you choose to 
participate in the Giving Tree program this year. The tree 
will still be in the back of church for you to pick a leaf 
beginning on Saturday, Nov. 7. You can place your 
donation under the tree as you have in the past. Or you 
can choose from the list below. 
 Cindy Asinger will be on the bell tower parking lot on 
Sunday, Nov. 22, from 9 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. to collect 
your donations. Should you choose to donate a gift card, 
you can either drop it in the collection basket in an 
envelope marked “Giving Tree,” or you can mail it to 
Cindy at 4130 Malcolm Drive, St. Louis, MO 63125. 
 Your sacrifice and generosity have always been 
appreciated by St. Martha’s Hall for Abused Women 
and Children and the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. 

Toilet paper 

Paper towels 

Kleenex 

Trash bags (13, 39, 55 gallon) 

Lysol disinfectant spray 

Pine Sol (original formula) 

Clorox wipes 

Dawn dish soap 

Bleach 

Laundry detergent (powder) 

Pledge furniture polish 

Nitrile gloves (no latex) 

Walmart gift cards 

Target gift cards 

Aldi gift cards 

Amazon gift cards 

Non-perishable items for food pantry 

Congratulations to George Mueller (SSP Class of '52) on his 
being instituted as a permanent acolyte at St. Martin of Tours. 

OUR ALUMNI SHINE 

Photo credit: Lisa Johnston 
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Please contact the parish office if you would like to 
pray privately in the church. 

Parish Office Hours                                   314-481-1133 
     Monday through Thursday: 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
     Friday: 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
     Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays 
 
 
Bulletin Article Deadline 
     Monday at 12 p.m. prior to the weekend bulletin. 
 
 
Sacramental Celebrations 

Eucharist 
Make a reservation to attend weekend Masses via the link on 
our parish website or call Mary at 314-481-1133, option 2 
   Saturday: Mass, 4 p.m. 
   Sunday: Mass, 9 a.m. 
   Tuesday-Friday: Mass, 8 a.m. (no reservations required) 

Reconciliation 
Please call Father Ron to make an appointment. 

Infant and Child Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated after any weekend Mass. 
Parents are asked to call Mary Regan at 314-481-1133, 
#2, to arrange a date and time. 

Adult Initiation / Reception into the Catholic Church 
Any adult who would like to know more about our Catholic 
faith, and/or who is interested in becoming a member of 
the Catholic Church, please call the parish office. 

Marriage 
Please contact at least six months prior to the planned 
date of marriage. 

Anointing of the Sick 
We have a communal celebration of this sacrament at the 
weekend  liturgies in the fall and in the spring. If you 
would like to be anointed before entering the hospital or if 
you are homebound, please call the office. 
 
 

Parish School of Religion  
PSR formal classes in our Catholic Faith  
Children: 4 yrs. through 8th grade and high school 
Located on the campus of St. John the Baptist Parish. 
Call the PSR Director at 314-773-3070. 

for our sick and recovering ... 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PLEASE PRAY 

DEVOTIONS 

Joshua Aasgaard 
Liz Bentrup 
Ann Dosenbach 
Beverly Gardner 
Harley Gardner 
Steve Gaydos 

Jan Haffer 
Paul Heidbrier 
Tim Krueger 
Thomas Lorenz 
Lois McClellan 
Steve Moylan 

Grace Phillips 
Charlene Sidorski 
Virginia Zenthoefer 

for our homebound  ... 
Jack Heffernan Albertine Honious  Art Petersen 

for family members serving in the military ... 
Derek Hirtz 
Sam May 
Tristan Moylan 

Ryan O’Neil 
Brian Schoellhorn 
Chris Schrader 

Dylan Schulte 
Mitch Sollmann 

Monday, November 16 
Private Mass 

Tuesday, November 17 
8 a.m. — John Knoth 

Wednesday, November 18 
8 a.m. —  Jean Westrich 

Thursday, November 19 
8 a.m. — Rev. John Ghio 

Friday, November 20 
8 a.m. — Msgr. John Hickel 

Saturday, November 21 
4 p.m. — Marty Bickel 

Sunday, November 22 
9 a.m. — Our Parishioners 

November 15, 2020 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Learn How Boutique Senior
Living Is Perfect For You

314-353-7225
www.altenheimstlouis.org

5408 S. Broadway, St. Louis

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS, 772-3000

10151 GRAVOIS, 842-4458

5255 LEMAY FERRY, 894-4500

Denise Dowd
REALTOR®

Phone: 314-677-6454
Mobile: 314-517-3998
Email: DeniseDowd@kw.com
www.DeniseDowd.com

6464 Chippewa St. Louis, MO 314.832.7770
www.hoffmeistercolonial.com Chase D Hendrick, GM

FLESCH BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Remodeling Since 1968
Kitchens • Baths • Windows

Decks • Vinyl Siding
John P. Flesch      Joe Flesch

314-638-8927

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

902450 St Stephen Protomartyr

314.809.2016
cathy.mann@cbgundaker.com

Cathy Mann 
Your Neighborhood Expert!

St. Stephen Parishioner
cathymann.stlouisareahomesearch.com

OHMER & OHMER PC
Attorneys at Law

Trusts & Wills Since 1922
Income Tax 6233 Gravois
Probate Court 314-832-4433

DAVID J. BORGMEYER, D.D.S.
AUGUSTINE J. BORGMEYER, D.D.S.

5914 LEONA STREET             (314) 351-6554

SAINT LOUIS, MO 63116   Fax (314) 353-4035

email: djbd2thdoc@sbcglobal.net

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

CHIPPEWA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Bruce H. Kurka, D.V.M.

3850 Chippewa at Gustine
772-0292

$20 OFF
Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization

314-782-5328 | davey.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 314-549-8449 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will

receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must

have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated

companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company

customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion

form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without 

notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost of material.

Offer expires 9/30/20

X

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Since 1927

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS &

BIBLES | STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES| CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO

6759 Chippewa Street 2985 Hwy K

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, near Dierbergs)

St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368

(314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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S

T
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Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Retirement Living–All Inclusive
Across from Tower Grove Park

314-773-2800
www.towergrovemanor.org

Sponsored by St. Andrew’s
Resources for Seniors

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

• auto • life
• home • business

• health • long term care

Steve Butz
9700 Mackenzie, Suite 120
Saint Louis, Missouri 63123

314.752.2500
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