
ST. STEPHEN PROTOMARTYR  
August 7, 2022 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Following the example of our patron St. Stephen, we are called to be witnesses of God’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish. 

by Julie Esswein (detail) 



F or where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be. 
—Luke 12:34 
Jesus encourages us to build up 
our treasure in heaven. The world 

encourages us to build up our treasure in real 
estate, investments, and material goods. How 
much time are you investing in building up a 
worldly treasure? How much time are you 
investing in building up a heavenly treasure? To 
invest more in the things of heaven, you must let 
go of some of the things of this world.  
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THIS WEEK AT ST. STEPHEN PROTOMARTYR 

 

Father Ronald J. Hopmeir 
Pastor 

ext 305, info@saintstephenstl.org 

Mary Regan 
Pastoral Associate 

ext 311, mary.regan@saintstephenstl.org 

June Tessin 
Office Manager / Bookkeeper 

ext 340, june.tessin@saintstephenstl.org 

Mary Paule 
Child Safety Coordinator / Secretary 

ext 315, mary.paule@saintstephenstl.org 

Stephen E. Jones 
Music Director 

stephen.dolores@sbcglobal.net 

Bob Wiley 
Facilities Manager 

ext 326, bob.wiley@saintstephenstl.org 

Stephanie Oehler Wobbe 
Communications & Marketing Coordinator 

ext 303, 

Please send news, photos, or 
bulletin articles to Stephanie Wobbe. 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
3929 Wilmington Ave., St. Louis, MO 63116 

314-752-4700 

D. Greg Sturgill 
Principal 

ext 320, greg.sturgill@saintstephenstl.org 

Amanda Quinn 
Administrative Assistant 

ext 321, amanda.quinn@saintstephenstl.org 

3949 Wilmington Ave., St. Louis, MO 63116 
314-481-1133 

Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Friday: 8 a.m. to noon 
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays 

SSPstl 
SSPCatholicSchool 

StStephenSTL 

StStephenProtomartyr 

StStephenProtomartyr 

saintstephenstl.org 

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTION 

July 31 Contribution $ 1,895.00 
Online giving contribution $ 1,251.00 
Total weekly contribution $ 3,146.00 

Tuition Assistance $ 150.00 
St. Vincent de Paul Society $ 35.00 
Mission Co-op $ 25.00 

NEW MASS SCHEDULE AND CONFESSIONS 
A reminder that beginning Sunday, Sept. 11, we will 
return to celebrating two Sunday Masses at 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Starting that same weekend, on 
Saturday, Sept. 10, Father will once again be available 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturdays, 
from 3 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The school roof is being repaired this week. If you are 
attending daily Mass or visiting the office on Aug. 9, 
10, or 11, please do not park on the bell tower lot as 
the roofing company will be using a crane. Thanks for 
your cooperation! 



 

PARISH FEEDBACK REQUESTED 

Based on what you have heard so far about the 
Disciple Maker Index survey results for our 
parish and for the Archdiocese — as well as any 
demographic, financial, and sacramental data 
regarding our parish — the Archdiocese is 
requesting your anonymous responses to two 
questions. Information from this parish 
feedback will be shared with the Archdiocese. 
 You can answer the questions below and 
drop in the weekend collection. You can also 
take the survey online at 
www.saintstephenstl.org/all-
things-new or by scanning the 
QR code. 

Blessings, Mary Regan 

COMING UP ... 
Sunday, Aug. 14 — Backpack Blessing, 9 a.m. Mass 

Monday, Aug. 15 — Mass, 8 a.m., Feast of the 
Assumption 

Tuesday, Aug. 16 — First Day of School 

Thursday, Aug. 25 — Back to School Night 

Sunday, Sept. 11 — New Sunday Mass schedule,  8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m.; Saturday confessions resume; lunch 
social from noon to 2 p.m. (info to come) 

Saturday, Sept. 17 — Fall Festival: Mass at 4 p.m. 
followed by dinner and live music 

What do you think are the top priorities for 

evangelization in our parish that should be 

invested in, moving forward? (i.e., youth ministry, 

family ministry, young adult ministry, marriage 

ministry, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

What do you think are the top priorities / 

opportunities for our parish to provide outreach 

in our community? (i.e., food pantry, service 

projects, St. Vincent de Paul, etc.) 

FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember the 
families of Charlene Deeken and Sam Crowe 
(SSP ’21), who died last week. May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS 
Thanks to your generous donations to the Fund-a-
Need campaign at the 2022 Gala, we were able to 
install access-card technology at three more of our 
doors this summer. In addition to the Parish Center 

and the main school entrance, we have expanded the 
technology to our handicap doors, the interior 
storefront doors to the school, and the entrance to the 
Parish Hall. Anyone who has keys to the Parish Hall or 
the handicap doors should contact June Tessin at 
314-481-1133, x340, as soon as possible to trade 
their keys for a swipe card. 
 Additionally, we were the beneficiaries of grant 
money that allowed us to install six surveillance 
cameras. You will see signs around campus informing 
of their presence in key locations in parking lots, 
entrances, and in the Parish Center. 

SSP JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

We are still searching for a full-time parish office 
manager; a part-time kitchen aide in our cafeteria; 
and a part-time physical education teacher. 
 For more information about all of these positions, 
visit www.saintstephenstl.org/job-openings. Please 
share with anyone who may be interested. 



THE YEAR IN RECEIPTS 

S 
he’s a freelance writer, so she saves her 
receipts in a big envelope: receipts for the 
paper and toner for her printer, the books 
and magazines she buys for research, her 

traveling expenses to meetings and interviews. And 
every April she empties the envelope on her desk and 
sorts the slips into categories and lists her expenses 
and mileage. Through the piles of receipts, she 
reconstructs the past year of her life. 
 There will, of course, be a check written to Uncle 
Sam when she’s done. But in the process of 
completing her tax return, she’ll remember the people 
she met and worked with and learned from. She’ll take 
satisfaction in the good work she did over the past 12 
months. She’ll laugh again at the funny and wondrous 
and enriching moments of the year completed. There 
will also be pangs of regret for her mistakes and 
fumbles, second-guessing some decisions she made, 
resolving to handle some issues — and personalities 
— differently next time (and there will definitely be a 
next time!). There are also the thank you letters from 
the charities and nonprofits whose work she 
contributed to. Money well spent, she smiles. 
 No one likes to pay taxes. But there is a sense of 
accomplishment and gratitude in having the means 
and work to pay them. 
 A year in a life, chronicled in piles of receipts. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers several short parables 
and images to emphasize the preciousness of the gift 
of time. In the busyness of our lives, in our everyday 
struggles in maintain some sense of control over our 
time, we often forget that time itself is a gift. God has 
breathed his life into us so that we might experience 
the love that compelled God to create us in the first 
place, and signs of that love are all around us—we’re 
just too overwhelmed to appreciate them. This writer 
rediscovers those blessings in her life in the envelope 
stuffed with the receipts and records of the past tax 
year. It’s an experience of Christ-like humility: the 
grace to realize and be grateful for the gifts we have 
received from God and the resolve to put our gifts to 
the service of our whole “household.” 

Connections, August 2022 

CARING THAT CHANGES LIVES 

Stephen Ministry truly changes lives. 
Here are a few testimonials from Care 
Receivers about how Stephen 
Ministry has impacted them: 

“My Stephen Minister is truly a gift. 
She is so willing to help me process whatever I am 
going through.” 

“My Stephen Minister provided a consistent presence, 
being there and refusing to give up on me. He 
was completely devoted to listening to me.” 

“It’s so easy to be with him. He knows the right 
questions. He’s not there to tell me what to do, he’s 
there to help me discover what to do. I can tell him 
anything.” 

Is God calling you to be this caring presence to 
someone who is hurting? Please call Barb Crockett at 
314-313-8575 as soon as possible for more 
information and an upcoming training schedule. 



THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

Monday, St. Dominic: Ez 
1:2-5, 24-28c; Ps 148:1-2, 
11-12, 13, 14; Mt 17:22-
27 ⚫ Tuesday: Ez 2:8—
3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 
103, 111, 131; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 ⚫ Wednesday, 
St. Lawrence: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; 
Jn 12:24-26 ⚫ Thursday, St. Clare: Ez 12:1-12;  Ps 
78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62; Mt 18:21—19:1 ⚫ Friday: Ez 
16:1-15, 60, 63; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Mt 19:3-12 ⚫ 
Saturday: Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Ps 51:12-13, 14-
15, 18-19;Mt 19:13-15 ⚫ 19th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4; 
Lk 12:49-53 

This week Cathy Kveton reflects on paragraph 51 of 
Desiderio Desideravi , which reads in part: 
 
There are many ways in which the assembly, as one 
body, participates in the celebration. Everybody doing 
together the same gesture, everyone speaking together in 
one voice  —  this transmits to each individual the energy 
of the entire assembly. It is a uniformity that not only does 
not deaden but, on the contrary, educates individual 
believers to discover the authentic uniqueness of their 
personalities not in individualistic attitudes but in the 
awareness of being one body. ... These are gestures and 
words that place order within our interior world making us 
live certain feelings, attitudes, behaviors. They are not the 
explanation of an ideal that we seek to let inspire us, but 
they are instead an action that engages the body in its 
entirety, that is to say, in its being a unity of body and 
soul. 

In Pope Francis’s Apostolic Letter Desiderio 
Desideravi, he offers reflections of different 
aspects of liturgy. He speaks of the 

importance of dedication to this celebration. 
 But there are times I feel more spiritually refreshed 
by being in nature or listening to music than by sitting in 
church. An individual attitude, yes, but I feel it’s 
sometimes necessary. 
 More often, though, I’m happy to celebrate as part of 
the congregation — not just as an individual. I feel very 
comfortable in the ritual of the liturgy. This touched me 
when reading Pope Francis’s thoughts. All of the actions, 
movements, prayers, and singing are important in 
bringing us together in worship. So many living, working 
parts that energize all of us. 
 It’s sad to me to hear people say that they don’t 
attend Mass because they don’t get anything out of it. 
Those ministering are not the only people responsible for 
our worship. We need to bring something, bring 
ourselves to the liturgy. By each of us participating in 
something that is so familiar, so prayerful, 
with our faith community, we all contribute to 
this spiritual time. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL REPORT, JULY 
Utility Assistance 
19 helped with utilities ($5,554) 

Other 
9 helped with furniture ($1,637) 
3 helped with rent ($1,475) 
4 helped with food vouchers ($250) 
1 helped with motel ($144) 

Food Pantry 
Still averaging about 120 families per month 

Totals 

35 individual cases = $9,060 minus $4,600 in thrift-
store credits, council twinning & food vouchers = 

TOTAL OUT OF POCKET FOR JULY = $4,460 

 

SIX-MONTH SNAPSHOT 
(January-June 2022) 

Helped with … No. of Households Amount 

Utilities  95  $21,748 

Furniture / Household  34  $8,106 

Food  25  $1,350 

Rent / Motel  7  $2,368 

Gas Cards  2  $50 

  163  $33,612 



SCHEDULE TODAY! www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=ststephenp 

PRO-LIFE MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

Saint Anselm Parish gives thanks for the life-affirming 
decision by the Supreme Court of the United States of 
America with a Mass of Thanksgiving on Thursday, 
Aug. 11, 2022, at 7 p.m. in the Abbey Church at 530 
S. Mason Road in Creve Coeur. The candlelight Mass, 
concelebrated by Father Aidan McDermott and Abbot 

Thomas Frerking, is sponsored by Saint Anselm's 
Cenacle for Life. 

WHEN MENTAL ILLNESS HITS HOME 

The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows is 
offering a one-day conference, When Mental Illness 
Hits Home — Living in the Now: Moving from Anxiety 
and Depression to Recovery and Peace, on Friday, 
Aug. 26, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is designed to 
help those journeying with people with mental illness. 
Presenters will discuss treatments and coping 
strategies for anxiety and depression. 
 The cost to attend is $40. Register online at 
www.snows.org/illness or call 618-394-6281. 

ST. FRANCIS COMMUNITY SERVICES 

COCKTAILS 6PM ⚫ DINNER & PROGRAM 7PM ⚫ $150 PER PERSON 

REGISTER AT WWW.SFCSSTL.ORG / SEEDSOFHOPE 



Liz Bentrup 
Janice Doerhoff 
Ann Dosenbach 
Harley Gardner 
Lois Herberts 

Jan Oppelt 
Chuck Pemberton 
Cathy Torrillo 
Virginia Zenthoefer 

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS 
Eucharist 
Saturday: Mass, 4 p.m. 
Sunday: Mass, 9 a.m. 
Tuesday-Friday: Mass, 8 a.m. 

Reconciliation 
Please call Father Ron at 314-481-1133, ext. 305, to 
make an appointment. 

Infant and Child Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated after any weekend Mass. 
Parents are asked to call Mary Regan at 314-481-1133, 
ext 311, to arrange a date and time. 

Adult Initiation / Reception Into the Church 
Any adult who would like to know more about our 
Catholic faith and / or who is interested in becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church, please call Mary Regan 
at 314-481-1133, ext 311. 

Marriage 
Please contact Mary Regan at 314-481-1133, ext 311, 
at least six months prior to the planned date of marriage. 

Anointing of the Sick 
We have a communal celebration of this sacrament at 
the weekend liturgies in the fall and in the spring. If you 
would like to be anointed before entering the hospital 
or if you are homebound, please call Mary Regan at 
314-481-1133, ext 311. 

Parish School of Religion 
PSR offers formal classes in our Catholic faith for 
children aged 4 years through high school. Classes are 
held on the campus of St. John the Baptist Parish. To 
enroll, contact the PSR director at 314-773-3070. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, August 8 
No Mass 

Tuesday, August 9 
8 a.m. — Anne Duda Mayes 

Wednesday, August 10 
8 a.m. — Clementine Neels Heaghney 

Thursday, August 11 
8 a.m. — Ann Hahn 

Friday, August 12 
8 a.m. — Marianne Marx 

Saturday, August 13 
4 p.m. —  N. E. Forti 

Sunday, August 14 
9 a.m. — Leo Esswein 

Derek Hirtz 
Sam May 
Tristan Moylan 

Brian Schoellhorn 
Dylan Schulte 
Mitch Sollmann 

OUR SICK AND RECOVERING 

OUR FAMILY MEMBERS IN THE MILITARY 
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OHMER & OHMER PC
Attorneys at Law

Trusts & Wills Since 1922
Income Tax 6233 Gravois
Probate Court 314-832-4433

CHIPPEWA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Bruce H. Kurka, D.V.M.

3850 Chippewa at Gustine
772-0292

• auto • life
• home • business

• health • long term care

Steve Butz
9700 Mackenzie, Suite 120
Saint Louis, Missouri 63123

314.752.2500

Denise Dowd
REALTOR®

Phone: 314-677-6454
Mobile: 314-517-3998
Email: DeniseDowd@kw.com
www.DeniseDowd.com

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS, 772-3000

10151 GRAVOIS, 842-4458

5255 LEMAY FERRY, 894-4500

Conveniently located at 6464 Chippewa in St. Louis Hills   314.832.7770
www.hoffmeistercolonial.com

Since 1927

314.809.2016
cathy.mann@cbgundaker.com

Cathy Mann 
Your Neighborhood Expert!

St. Stephen Parishioner
cathymann.stlouisareahomesearch.com

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS &

BIBLES | STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES| CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO

6759 Chippewa Street 2985 Hwy K

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, near Dierbergs)

St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368

(314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

Learn How Boutique Senior
Living Is Perfect For You

314-353-7225
www.altenheimstlouis.org

5408 S. Broadway, St. Louis

$20 OFF
Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization

314-782-5328 | davey.com

• LeafGuard® 
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 314-549-8449 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate

& free gutter inspection! 

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and
be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it
deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions)
of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not
sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

H & M
MASONRY
314-690-8546
www.hmmasonrycontractors.comwww

Minority 
& Women 

Owned 
Business

Financing
Available

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


