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St. Stephen Protomartyr Parish prayerfully recognizes these couples on their 
anniversaries of mutual commitment to their vocation in the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

 

25 Years 
John & Helen Pond ● September 14, 1996 

Dan & Laura Schulte ● March 26, 1996 
 

30 Years 
Jack & Diane Jones ● April 19, 1991 

Mark Nicholas & Kathleen Boudeman-Nicholas ● September 28, 1991 
 

35 Years 
Dan & Mary Kay Goodman ● August 9, 1986 

Larry & Margaret Martin ● November 1, 1986 
Mark & Lynette Sielfleisch ● October 18, 1986 

 

40 Years 
Ivan & Mary Ellen Juresic ● December 29, 1981 

Richard & Karen Peters ● August 1, 1981 
Doug & Mary Paule ● August 8, 1981 

Kevin & Linda Sheer ● December 30, 1981 
 

45 Years 
Robert & Karen Cook ● May 30, 1976 
Tim & Marcia Dorsey ● May 21, 1976 

David & Rosemarie Miller ● February 14, 1976 
 

50 Years 
John & Mary Anne Allen ● August 20, 1971 

John & Theresa Blaskiewicz ● February 23, 1971 
Tom & Jeanette Brown ● August 2, 1971 

Francis & Jean Duda ● June 5, 1971 
Ned & Marianne Powers ● August 13, 1971 

Dennis & Mary Regan ● April 3, 1971 



More than 50 Years Married 
 

Earl & Mary Malin ● May 1, 1970 
Bob & Kathy Reich ● August 15, 1970 
Tom & Karen Villa ● August 22, 1970 

Fred & Gloria Wessels ● December 26, 1969 
Gene & Sandy Berviller ● June 20, 1969 
Alan & Shirley Varga ● January 18, 1969 

Frank & Georgia Rankin ● December 28, 1968 
Jim & Judy Liermann ● October 5, 1968 

Gary & Betsy Stoff ● August 17, 1968 
Jim & Mary Ann O’Connell ● November 25, 1965 

Don & Jane Galbierz ● November 27, 1965 
Vince & Bonnie Stehlin ● November 7, 1964 
Roger & Doris Fournelle ● November 2, 1964 

Bill & Jan Dorsam ● June 6, 1964 
Larry & Glennetta Esswein ● May 23, 1964 
Jerry & Jean Hajek ● December 28, 1963 

Norbert & Nancy Knollmann ● May 23, 1963 
Herb & Catherine Pfaff ● April 15, 1961 

James & Mary Jane LaMear ● June 8, 1957 
Gene & Rosemarie Voss ● February 16, 1957 

Pat & Mary Powers ● May 14, 1955 
Bob & Marianne Marx ● October 23, 1954 

Mike & Joan Lawder ● June 13, 1953 
 
 
 

T 
he Sacrament of Matrimony is rooted in a covenant of love, and so it 
becomes a sign of God’s presence in our midst. 
 This weekend we celebrate Matrimony by recognizing those 
who are celebrating significant anniversaries in 2021. They live in 

God’s love, and God lives in them. 
 
To help you know a bit more about these couples, we asked them a few 
questions. If they chose to participate, their responses are recorded in this 
booklet. We hope you are entertained and inspired. 



Larry Esswein & Glennetta Gorrell 
May 23, 1964 ● St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church 

Presider: Msgr. Anthony Esswein 
Best Man: Leo Esswein ● Maid of Honor: Marietta Gorrell 

 
How we met: Our families were active parishioners of St. Anthony of Padua. We 
started dating when we both sang in the chorus of operetta shows. 

The first song we danced to at our wedding: “Because of You,” by Tony Bennett 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: When our daughter Laura, 
aged 3, had open heart surgery. Also, when our son Mike was injured in 1993 and we 
wondered what recovery was possible, especially with his desire to become a priest. 

Adventures planned for the future: Every day is a gift. So “one day at a time,” we 
continue to pray for our health while enjoying our family. 

 

Gene Berviller & Sandra Schreiber 
June 20, 1969 ● St. Joseph Croatian Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev. Patrick Cigish, O.F.M. 
Best Man: Dennis Bradley ● Maid of Honor: Jeanette Stika 

 
How we met: Gene was “The Guy Next Door”! 

The first song we danced to at our wedding: “More,” by Andy Williams 

The couple we considered a role model: At the time, Gene’s brother Art and Gerri. We 
admired their family values, and both were very grounded in the Catholic Church and 
very involved in their church and family. 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: He has been with us every 
step of the way! But during the births of our children (what a miracle), during the 
deaths of our parents and brothers (held our hands and healed us), and as we waited 
on our daughter’s serious surgeries, He was with us. 

Adventures planned for the future: More traveling. Doing a better job of keeping in 
touch with distant relatives. Strengthening existing bonds. 



Jim Liermann & Judy Niebling 
October 5, 1968 ● St. Stephen Protomartyr Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev. Ray Liermann 
Best Man: Vincent Liermann ● Matron of Honor: Janet Niebling Evers 

 
How we met: We met at Red Bird Bowling Lanes, introduced by my sister Janet. 

The first song we danced to at our wedding: “Strangers in the Night” 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... That they were at the afternoon reception watching the Cardinals in 
the World Series. 

The couple we considered a role model: Our parents 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: At the births of our four 
daughters 

 



Gene Voss & Rosemarie Schumacher 
February 16, 1957 ● St. George Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev. Burns 
Best Man: Robert Konnessman ● Maid of Honor: Doloris Schumacher 

 
How we met: In high school, at St. John the Baptist 

The first song we danced to at our wedding: “Sincerely” 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... The reception! 

 

Ivan Juresic & Mary Ellen Keeton 
December 29, 1981 ● St. Joseph Croatian Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev. Aloysius Bambir 
Best Men: Henry and Daniel Keeton ● Maids of Honor: Sally and Cindy Keeton 

 
How we met: Ivan was doing work at my parents’ house. 

 



Thomas Brown & Jeanette Anastasoff 
August 21, 1971 ● St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev. Peter Roebrodh 
Best Man: Terry Brown ● Maid of Honor: Christine Brown 

 
How we met: Tom and I met October 6, 1966, at Away Bowling Alley, where the Holy 
Name Society from St. Wenceslaus were on a league. My sister was dating his brother. 
They introduced us, and we have been together ever since. 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... Tom was wounded three times while serving in Vietnam. Our greatest 
wedding memory was the joy shared by our family and friends because he had 
returned safely. 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: We have been truly blessed 
since the day we met. 



Dennis Regan & Mary Graczak 
April 3, 1971 ● St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church, Ellisville, Mo. 

Presider: Rev. Robert Dollard 
Best Man: John Regan, Jr. ● Maid of Honor: Barbara Graczak 

 
How we met: On a blind date to the zoo. It was surprising that we had a second date 
because the strap on one of my sandals broke, so I took off my shoes and walked 
barefoot — much to the horror of Dennis. 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... The champagne fountain. Dennis was the oldest of nine kids, and his 
siblings were all sneaking champagne. 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: During the years our son 
Brian was in Iraq. Trusting in God for his safety got us through those months. 



John A. Blaskiewicz, Jr. & Theresa Bryant 
February 23, 1971 ● St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev William B. Ahrens (bride’s uncle) 
Best Man: Robert J. Blaskiewicz ● Maid of Honor: Marcella “Sally” Bryant 

 
How we met: We met at the old Bettendorof-Rapp Supermarket at Grand and Iron. 
John was a back-room stock clerk, while Terry was a checker. John started in 1964, 
Terry in 1966. We really didn’t pay too much attention to each other, but all that 
changed in February 1970, when John needed a date for a Valentine’s Day party. 

The first song we danced to at our wedding: “We’ve Only Just Begun,” by The 
Carpenters 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... It was unusual that our wedding day was Shrove Tuesday — Mardi 
Gras! John had been drafted after college and we had agreed to marry if John was not 
going to be sent to Vietnam, otherwise we would wait until he was discharged. John’s 
orders were received just two weeks before he was to report to Fort Sam Houston in 
San Antonio, Texas. Dresses were made and invitations were communicated by phone. 
So on Tuesday night, we were married by Terry’s uncle, Father Bill Ahrens, at St. 
John’s. Only 400 people could make it. 

The couple we considered a role model: Our parents, John & Kathleen Blaskiewicz, 
and Robert & Marcella Bryant 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: From Day One we both 
knew God was present in our marriage, since John’s assignment in the Army was to 
serve as a Chaplain’s Assistant and he did not have to go to Vietnam. 

Adventures planned for the future: We hope to resume traveling! 



Doug Paule & Mary Ellen Hickel 
August 8, 1981 ● Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church 

Presider: Rev. James Cowhey 
Best Man: Chris Paule ● Matron of Honor: Michele Hickel Becker 

 
How we met: We went to the same grade school. 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... It was a double wedding. 

The couple we considered a role model: Our grandparents and parents 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: When each of our children 
were born, and then our grandchildren 

Adventures planned for the future: Some travel and enjoying our grandchildren 

 

John Pond & Helen Wesloh 
September 14, 1996 ● Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church 

Presider: Bishop Paul A. Zipfel 
Concelebrants: Rev. Ferdinand J. Wesloh, Rev. Louis Dorn, and Rev. John Schutty 

Best Man: Phillip Pond ● Maid of Honor: Rita Kemna ● Matron of Honor: Ann Scott 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... Seeing a bishop and three priests walking down the aisle. 

The couple we considered a role model: My parents, Anna & Eugene Wesloh 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: God has always been a great 
part of our marriage, but I would say when John’s twin brother passed away at the age 
of 60 and when I lost my sister and brother a month apart. God carried us through 
those hard times. 

Adventures planned for the future: John and I married late in life. John is 73 and I am 
75, so getting up every morning and greeting a brand-new day the Lord has given us is 
an adventure. I would love to travel to Whitby just one more time and show John my 
beautiful little sea coast town and visit with my English family. 



Dan Schulte & Laura Sestric 
March 23, 1996 ● St. George Catholic Church, Hermann, Mo. 

Presiders: Rev. Ambrose German and Rev. Chuck Barthel 
Best Man: Tim Schulte ● Maid of Honor: Holly Sestric 

 
How we met: At a house party 

The first song we danced to at our wedding: “Overjoyed,” by Stevie Wonder 

Most of our wedding guests would agree that the most memorable thing about our 
wedding was ... Pouring rain walking into Mass, sun shining and glorious weather 
after! 

The couple we considered a role model: Our parents! 

A time when God felt especially present in our marriage: The births of our boys! We 
were blessed with Ben born in good health and blessed again when Joe was finally able 
to come home after being so sick. We never take their health for granted. 



I 
f I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but have 

not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And 

if I have prophetic powers and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 

as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give 

away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned but have 

not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 

or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with the 

truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, 

the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 

gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 

have been fully known. 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of 

these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 


