
Pastoral Council minutes 
Nov. 9, 2023 
Time:    6:45 pm Location:   SFC Mother Cabrini Hall   
 
Attendees: STAFF 

X Fr. Strand  Fr.  Kevin Harmon  Chris Chlebek (Joint finance) 

 Deacon Dominic Lazzaroni  (Sem. Intern) Nicholas Waddell  Don Theisen (SMIC finance) 

Immaculate Conception (Term-End) 

X Joe Gresser (Trustee) 1-24 X Mary Swosinski (Trustee) 4-25  Mary Hernikl 1-26 
X Jean Franke 2-24 (Chair)  X Brian Staehler  1-26 X Melinda Jessup 1-25 
X  Mitch Ziesmer 1-24 (Vice Chair)  X Kathleen Paul 2-25 X Bob Jandre 1-24 

X Harold Siercks (Secretary) 2-25     

      

Saint Frances Cabrini (Term-End)  
X Dave Kohlmann (Trustee) 4-24 X Mary Herdrich (Trustee) 5-25  Gary Coyne 1-26 

  Lysette Kopecky (Vice Chair) 24 X James Surprenant 1-26 X Dave Zimbal 2-24 

X  Gregg Jashinsky (Chair) 2-24 X Mike Murphy 1-25 X Anne Siikarla 1-24 

X Cathy Spies (Secretary) 2-25 X Dave Vogel 1-25   
 

Meeting Topics: 
 

 Opening Prayer – Fr. Strand led us in prayer at 6:45 

 Introduction and welcome to Anne Siikarla (Replacing Jeff Godbout on SFC council) – We are happy to have Anne 
join us on the Council.  Her family has been here for 6 years, she has 5 children (some at SFC), works in marketing 
and will be the liaison to the school 

 Approval of Sept. minutes – Minutes were approved  

 Joint updates 
1. Parish Picnic summary – More than 200 people attended, all seemed to enjoy themselves, though we 

wished there was more in attendance.  We hope to get the date on the calendar for early Oct. next year.   
 
2. Any parishioner comments from the Sept 25th bulletin on the distribution of the Precious Blood.  Fr. 

Shared that there was very little comments (both positive or negative).   We felt he had done a good job 
of explaining in his letter and that might be the reason.   

 
3. Discussion of some Latin portions of the Mass – Father said that at this point there will not be Latin 

portions at the Sunday Mass.  Several shared that communication is important – both to have paper 
copies of those Latin portions so we can participate, and also to explain the purpose of the Latin.   After 
discussion, it was decided that Father would write something in the e-bulletin explaining it.   

 
4. Stewardship Pledge Card update. – Father shared that SFC is about at the same point as last year as far 

as percent of cards turned in, but we are up in pledges.  SMIC is up both in pledges and percentage 
turned in.     He also said that Sunday numbers are up in both parishes for attendance. 

 
5. Catholic High School in West Bend Discussion Update – Father said the next step is to get Archdiocese 

approval to do a survey to determine interest in having a high school in the area. 
 

6. Proposal to Re-Train Altar Servers and Encourage Server/Altar Guilds – Father emphasized the 
importance of encouraging our youth to consider joining the religious life.   To that end, he will continue 
with the servers guild (retraining ALL the servers, both boys and girls – and doing it outside of the school 
setting to establish importance in this training) and a guild for girls to train to be sacristans, and to help 
decorate the altar area.   At the 10:30 Mass, the boy’s servers guild will serve and the girls will be the 
sacristans.   At other Masses, any trained server will do the serving.  At this time, there are Masses that 
have no servers, and he hopes this will correct that.   

 



7. Council/Committee meeting dates – Do we combine to one day?    We decided to table this discussion 
until next year. 

 
              St. Frances Cabrini updates: 
 

1. Project updates – The mural is up and the artist is doing final work on it.  The roof hasn’t leaked, the 
scaffolding will be down in two weeks, the floor tile is going in and Russ is working on the steps.  We may 
be a week behind but still hope to be done in mid-Advent.     The facilities committee will develop a plan 
to prioritize needed work on the SFC campus.  This includes looking at both the school and church 
kitchen and seeing how to best utilize and share the resources.  The plan should be done in March.   

2. Brief Updates: Spring auction, blood drive, father-son hike, and golf outing, Living Faith book 
Spring auction – “Together on the Red carpet” held on March 2 
Blood drive – Was successful, but as with many of the drives lately, we could have used more donations.  
Father-son hike – The weather didn’t cooperate very well, but there were almost 24 people that shared a 
hike, Mass and a bonfire.   
Golf outing – It was a good turnout, even for a cooler day and the 9 holes and supper worked well 
Living Faith book – Although a decision was made earlier to stop buying the books (and let parishioners 
start their own subscription), a parishioner (and the Knights of Columbus) have offered to buy them.   No 
decision made.  (Post Council Meeting it was determined the books would be purchased in 2024.) 
  

   
St. Mary’s updates:   

1. Project updates -The steeple steps are useable, though the railing won’t be finished until spring.  
The rectory plan is almost done.  There is a contractor involved.  Demolition will hopefully start 
in January with hopes of it being done by May.   Harold continues to work on getting the garage 
cleaned out.   

2. Rummage sale -Almost $15,000 was made (which all goes to the Parish).   They are considering 
making a donation to SVDP since so much work was done by them in helping to clean up all 
unsold items. 

3. Fish fry – 585 meals were sold with a profit of $4,200.   
4. Community Thanksgiving – St. Mary’s will once again be host to this event.   Volunteers and 

monetary donations are needed.  Please call 262-689-8615 if you wish to help 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

 Stewardship and Fellowship:   Harold Siercks and Mike Murphy – Covered above 

 Prayer and Worship:  Kathleen Paul/Mary Hernikl and Lysette Kopecky/Jim Surprenant – At this time there is 
not a prayer and worship committee meeting.  Fr. Strand will work on getting this going.  I believe Jean said she 
had a list of former members (it closed down during covid).  Mary H is working with a committee to resurrect the 
Women’s Morning of Reflection.  She is currently working on getting a speaker for March 9.   If no speaker is 
found, we will try for October. 

 School – Anne Siikarla – SFC currently has 208 students (an increase of 4).  The dress code seems to be working 
well.  Next year will be full implementation.   Little Saints made money last month!!!! 

 Human Concerns:   Melinda Jessup and Cathy Spies – Cathy gave a short synopsis of each group.  Food pantry 
items continue to come in well, Haiti spaghetti dinner raised about $1500 but numbers were down, SVDP is 
doing well financially but more people need help, Seeds of hope raised just under $3,000 with the baby bottles, 
the Samaritan gift tags, and the Giving Tree tags go up shortly.    

 Finance:  Bob Jandre/Harold Siercks/Brian Staehler and Greg Jashinsky – Overall, doing well.  LOA money is 
coming in (and we will not have to take out a loan to finish construction.   

 Faith Formation:  Dave Zimbal/ Dave Vogel – No meeting but there have been 33 baptisms, with 5 more 
scheduled 
 

NEXT MEETING     January 4th at SMIC   6:45 
Closing Prayer 


