
 

Important Information Regarding Neighborhood Ponds 

 
There seems to be some misunderstanding of the purpose and function of the ponds in our 
neighborhood. First of all, the greenbelt, ponds and pond lots are the responsibility of the 
Municipal Utility District (MUD) and any violation of the rules and regulations such as fishing in 
ponds subjects one to financial penalties outlined in the “Rules and Regulations” governing 
greenbelt, pond and pond lots found on the MUD website under the section  
of “Other Documents” (www.hmrmud.org). 
 
With regards to the function and use of neighborhood ponds, the information below explains 
why fishing and other activities are prohibited. 

Frederick Franklin 
MUD Director (512-843-1257) 

 
Why Fishing and Other Activities are Prohibited in Ponds 

 
The pond on Kingsley Ave. and the ponds on Hannover Way and Winnie Place are water quality 
ponds. Their purpose is to treat the stormwater that runs off of the yards and streets in the 
community. The ponds allow pollutants in the stormwater to settle out before the water is released 
to downstream creeks. There are specific aquatic plants in the ponds that help with this treatment 
process, and there is also a fountain in each pond that helps with the oxygen level in the water. 
 
One of the reasons the MUD placed restrictions on the ponds was to protect the equipment and 
aquatic plants. We have had issues in similar facilities with debris and fishing wire damaging the 
fountain. If a pond is not functioning properly, the MUD could face fines and enforcement action 
from the State. The restrictions on swimming and fishing are also meant to protect the residents 
given that the ponds are designed to filter out pollutants. 
 
The water quality ponds are required to be stocked with a fish called Gambusia, commonly known 
as a mosquito eating fish. These fish are small and only grow to be 2-3" long. Any other fish that 
may be in the pond have either appeared naturally via birds or other animals, or have been 
introduced by humans. 

 
Source: MUD Engineer (Cathy Mitchell) 


