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This information came as a surprise to our office (Office of Schools)
also. We are investigating but it will take some time to determine what
is accurate, what the company’s intentions are in response to these
allegations, and to see how NWEA intends to meet the needs of their
Catholic clients going forward.
Bishop Bradley, as well as the other bishops in Michigan, are aware of
this article and that the superintendents are investigating the
allegations.
NWEA has been a service-provider for the Diocese of Kalamazoo for
many years and we have had a good working relationship with them.
They have always worked to meet our needs and we are hopeful that
will continue.
We have been told by NWEA there are no questions or passages of an
LGBTQ+ nature on the tests our students are taking and that the “X”
option designating gender does not appear on our tests. NWEA does
have a panel of "evaluators/readers" (Superintendent's terms) that
screen potential test questions and passages for material that may not
be supportive of the Catholic faith.
Our office is working with the diocesan superintendents from across
Michigan as well as MANS to see what collective influence we may
have on NWEA.
NWEA does not dictate our curriculum nor the standards to which we
teach, nor do we subscribe to any of their other resources.
We use the data generated by NWEA testing to measure student
academic growth over time; I (our Superintendent) am not aware of
any other resources from NWEA that are used in our diocese.

What a beautiful early February day! I know many would still like a bit of
snow, but I, for one, would be just fine with an early spring!  

Some of you may have been made aware of an article put out by the
Lepanto Institute that discusses NWEA's affiliation with LGBTQ+ groups.
If you recall, NWEA is the company that provides our MAP test. The
Diocese of Kalamazoo Office of Schools is aware of these allegations and
has provided the following information for families:

Saint Basil only uses the MAP test to measure student academic growth;
we do NOT use any other resources, including reading book lists, offered
by NWEA.  

If you are interested in reading the article referenced, you can find it at: 
 https://lepantoin.org/diocesan-catholic-schools-using-evaluation-
company-promoting-lgbtq-ideologies/

Please do not hesitate to reach out should you wish to discuss this further.
As the diocese looks into this further, we will provide families with updates
as we receive them.

Thank you and have a great rest of the week and weekend!

Camille DeLano

https://lepantoin.org/diocesan-catholic-schools-using-evaluation-company-promoting-lgbtq-ideologies/


PROTECT YOUNG EYES
Did you know that in just 5 minutes a day you can create digital trust, prepare, and protect
your kids? Use our school’s access code to download the Protect App for FREE! Our code
is: raqk43. You can download this to your phone from the App Store or Google Play.

A FEW NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
Office staff availability during lunch: Due to office staff needed in other places to assist and
monitor students during lunch, the office is closed from 11:20 until 12:10. If you need to pick up
a student or drop off items, please arrive by 11:20.

VIRTUS TRAINING
If a parents would like to volunteer in the classroom, drive for field trips, or go on field trips,
they must be VIRTUS trained and complete a background check. Please contact Mrs.
Andrea and/or go to www.virtusonline.org. 

AFTERCARE
An application for aftercare must be filled out before any child can attend. Forms can be
dropped off in the office or emailed to Ms. Andrea. 

http://www.virtusonline.org/


LUNCH MENU
Here is the lunch menu link for your reference. The lunch menu is updated every month on
here. Nutritional Menus 

READING BUDDIES
Mr. Dennison (our 4th grade teacher) is in the process of organizing a Reading Buddies
program for some of our Saint Basil's students (1st-4th) and is looking for volunteers!
Volunteers will be paired with an individual student to read a book together. No teaching or
literacy experience required, just patience and a willingness to ask and answer questions,
help decode tricky words, and talk about reading! The program will take place on
Wednesday's mornings after Mass (10:00-11:00am) to start, with possible Friday morning
slots starting later this month! Please reach out to Luke Dennison with any questions or to
volunteer!

PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN
 It's time for Preschool and Kindergarten enrollment!
We are beginning our early enrollment for 2023-24 Preschool and Kindergarten. If you have
a child who will be in preschool or kindergarten next year, please complete the attached
form and return it to school by Monday, Feb. 13. We want to make sure that we get our
school families taken care of before opening slots up for parishioners and others. If you
would like a hard copy to fill out, please stop by the office. Thank you!

https://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/webmenus2/#/view?id=637d33f6e96f1e0c1b36a991&siteCode=6268


FAITH FORMATION
Saint Basil has a subscription to many online faith formation offerings through the
Franciscan University. Since we have a subscription, this is also available FREE to our
parents. If interested, please go to:  https://franciscanathome.com/  
From there, select the Diocese of Kalamazoo from the Partnering Diocese list at the top.
Once on the D or K page, select the second blue box under "register online"-the box that
says the school is already registered and that you'd like to create a free account. From
there, create your account. After you create your account and log in, you'll be taken to a
"dashboard" that shows various offerings. Feel free to explore all that is available!

https://franciscanathome.com/

