
 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church 

April 19, 2020 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 

Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 

the parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

 

ALL MASSES  
(SUNDAY & WEEKDAY) 

 are SUSPENDED 
 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE PER 

THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO 

DUE TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE  

CORONA VIRUS (COVID-19) 

Parish Information 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 9 am to 4 pm 

Contact Us by Phone or Email 
 

 

St. John the Evangelist 

School 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 

 

 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

Pastor 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
Deacon Emeritus 
SJE Business Manager 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
Youth Minister 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Larry Niekamp 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Sr. Hannah Mary O’Donoghue 
Cara O’Shea 
Cara O’Shea 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

 

SUNDAY “PRIVATE” MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 

Original painting of the Divine Mercy, by Eugeniusz 
Kazimirowski in 1934  



Pastor’s Corner (Page) 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Dear  Par ishioners, the message of Divine Mercy is the greatest 
message of our time, said Saint Pope John Paul II.  It is through him that this very important message 
came to be known through all Catholic Churches all over the world.  It is all about God’s mercy to all 
of us sinners without exception.  
Starting from Easter vigil, we hear in all the readings how the risen Lord appeared to Mary Magda-
lene, to His disciples and so many other people.  Guess what, the risen Lord does appear as well in our 
times to people chosen by Him for a special message.  He did appear to Sister Faustina Kowalska, an 
uneducated Polish nun from the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Poland. 
Jesus Himself wanted the feast of Divine Mercy to be celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of Easter or the 
Sunday after Easter; that is, today.   Amazingly, the Gospel is about Jesus being merciful to the doubt-
ing Thomas, who, stubbornly, didn’t like to believe what other apostles told him; that they had seen 
the risen Lord when He appeared to them.   He would believe only if he sees and touches the wounds 
of Jesus himself. The Merciful Jesus gave Thomas what he wanted so that he may believe.  Jesus 
called him to see and to touch for himself. 
The Image of Divine Mercy you see here present and exposed in every Catholic Church around the 
whole world, was dictated by Jesus to Sister Faustina.   Jesus told her that this is one of the signs of 
the end of times. In this feast, Jesus, the merciful God, wants to bring sinners to His mercy so that no-
body may be thrown into the fires of hell; but unless we repent and turn to His mercy, we will be 
doomed.  Hell is not a joke or a funny place; the doomed souls are tormented in hell for all eternity.  
Thank God we still have a 2nd chance, and nobody has the right to despair. 
When the spear went through His side, blood and water represented by red and blue/white rays came 
out of His heart and created an ocean of Mercy.  Every sinner who turns to His mercy, is forgiven. 
God cannot forgive you without you.  God respects your freedom reminds us, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Medjugorje. 
It is as easy as A, B, C:  
A: Ask for His Mercy.  God wants us to approach Him in prayer  constantly, repenting of our  
sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole world.  Through the passion 
and death of Jesus, an infinite ocean of Mercy was made available for all of us. But God, who created 
us with freedom, will not force anything on us, not even His mercy.  He must wait for us to turn our 
sinfulness and ask.   Ask and it will be given to you (Mt 7:7).  Souls that make an appeal to My mercy 
delight Me. To such souls, I grant even more graces than they ask.  I cannot punish even the great-
est sinner if he makes an appeal to My compassion (Diary. 1146).   No soul that has called upon My 
mercy has ever been disappointed (1541). In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the mercy of God 
meets the repentant sinner.  
B:   Be merciful.   I demand from you deeds of mercy which are to arise out of love for Me.  You 
are to show mercy to your neighbors always and everywhere.  You must not shrink from this or try 
to excuse yourself from it… Even the strongest faith is of no avail without works (742).  If a soul 
does not exercise mercy in some way, it will not obtain My mercy on the day of judgment. (1317) 
C:   Completely Trust in God’s mercy.  On the cross, the fountain of My mercy was opened wide 
by the lance for all souls- no one have I excluded! (1182)  I am offering people a vessel with which 
they are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this image with the sig-
nature: “Jesus, I trust in you”. The more a soul trusts, the more it will receive. (1578) 
Dear Parishioners, I hope and pray that you say the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Divine Mercy No-
vena. This Coronavirus shows us that we are not masters of our own lives.  Like a blink of an eye, we 
may leave this world for good.  It also shows us that everything we may rely on here below can lose 
value in one second, mother earth can melt like a piece of ice in the fire.  Please save your soul by in-
vesting your wealth in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus gave us everything we need to be saved 
through the Catholic Church. 
God bless,   Father Bernardin MUGABO  
 
 



Deacon Jack ‘s Homily (April 19, 2020) 

Coronavirus has taught me a lesson.    My mother was right –  

You see when I was a kid, washing your hands, when I came in from being outside before a meal was the rule. 

I think every mother listening to this right now is shouting Yes! 

I should have had faith in what my mother told me but being a kid … 

Well this week, I planted a garden at home and when I came in to have dinner, I didn’t need my wife to ask me if I had washed my hands, the pan-

demic has made us so much more aware of the invisible dangers that can be on our hands. 

You are probably wondering how this connects to the Gospel and Divine Mercy Sunday so I please bear with me as I look at the Gospel— 

Thomas is forever known as a skeptic – doubting Thomas, because he refused to believe the accounts of the resurrected Jesus appearing to the 

women or the other Apostles. 

What if Thomas was not just a skeptic, perhaps he was frustrated,  angry and beginning to lose his faith? 

The time before the Gospel reading today was a terrible time of trial for the Apostles, the arrest of Jesus, the local leaders and the crowd yelling cruci-

fy Him; fear that they would also be arrested and sent to Pilate. 

Their dreams of Jesus sending the Romans away. 

How could God let all this happen?   How could God let Jesus die? 

For Thomas, the future looked so bleak, how can anything good come from this and now he is supposed to accept that Jesus didn ’t die, he is alive 

with the wounds from the cross visible? 

I can visualize Thomas folding his arms, shaking his head and saying – I don’t believe you.  Unless I put my finger into the marks …. 

In contrast to the Good news of the resurrection, the detail of doubting Thomas may not seem important unless viewed through the light of Jesus’ 

mercy? 

Let’s look at how Jesus treated Thomas. 

When Jesus appeared to Thomas, did Jesus condemn him?    Did Jesus tell Thomas – Get out, go away, you are losing your faith.   No 

As for the other Apostles, they left Jesus when he was arrested, Peter denied Jesus three times  

Did Jesus tell them – Get out, go away, you lied.   No, no  What can overcome all of these betrayals?   Divine Mercy.   

The mercy Jesus’ heart has for each and every one of us is beyond our total comprehension. 

Jesus, in His Divine Mercy, doesn’t send Thomas away, Jesus calls Thomas to come closer, to trust, to grow in his faith. 

Jesus tells the other Apostles  - Peace be with you – 

Our Lord is telling them – calm your fears, come closer, I know how hard all of this is for you to understand.   Be at peace. 

The mercy of Jesus overcomes the separation the Apostles, Thomas and we have created through our anger and frustration with how things have 

gone in our lives.  

Accepting the mercy he has been shown, how does Thomas respond – My Lord and My God.  Thomas hands himself over to Jesus.  

Notice that Jesus does in effect give Thomas a mission to let the grace from touching the wounds result in letting that grace flow to others –  

Our Lord says:  Blessed are those who have not seen and believed  -- hint, hint Thomas. Go tell others what you have witnessed and experienced. 

Let my mercy to you, come to others you will meet.  Thomas will go on to preach in the Middle East and India 

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple: 

It is that God loves us – all of us. And, He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, re-

ceive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others.  

Thus, all will come to share His joy. 
In this time of fear, uncertainty and staying at home, are we getting frustrated, angry, starting to question our faith–How can God let this happen to us? 
Turn toward Jesus Divine Mercy, the heart of Jesus pouring out blood and water in the image of Divine Mercy,  calling us to come closer to Him? 

Saint Paul mentions times of trial in the second reading but also reminds us of the great mercy we have received through the resurrection of Christ.   

Trial results in mercy. 

Christ’s mercy was so great, He gave his life for our sins calling to God in prayer.   Ask for Jesus’ mercy in prayer. 

This is not easy, so many things in the world pull us away.   Our pride can keep us distant.   We can all be stubborn like Thomas. 

When I was a child and my mother told me to wash my hands, it seemed like a way to assert control, to keep me from doing what I wanted to do. 

I couldn’t see any germs on my hands so many years ago yet in light of the pandemic and the we now have, she was so right. 

I think God in his mercy has given all women a special grace to be concerned with the health of their families and children.   

Use this time of staying at home to reflect on the mercy God has shown you in your life.    

Learn about the message and devotion of Divine Mercy 

Reach out to God through prayer and ask Him how can we show mercy to others. 

People affected by loss of jobs, loss of family or loss of security. 

We may not see or understand what God has been doing for us until we come closer,  

to put ourselves in the upper room, looking at the risen Christ who still bears the wounds, to reach out, letting all fears and doubts fade away 

to profess – my Lord and My God, for the sake of His sorrowful passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 



Readings for the Week 

 

 

Masses for the Week of April 20-25, 2020:                                                                
Monday:   
Lewis Gregory + 
Tuesday:  St. Anselm, Bishop/Doctor of the Church 
Jim O’Neill + 
Wednesday:   
Julie Escay +  
Thursday: St. George/St. Adalbert (Priest), Martyrs 
 All Souls 
Friday:   St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest/Martyr 
Maryjo Kwett + 
Saturday:   St. Mark, Evangelist 
Ron Bemis + 

Mass Intentions 

Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for April19, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday:  Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-9; Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn                
3:31-36 

Friday:  Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday:  1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 
16:15-20 

Sunday:   Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;  

1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

We give thanks to the Lord because He is good.  United in the joy of the Resurrection, let us turn to the Fa-
ther with our prayer: 

       For the Pope and Bishops, that through the grace of God the Father may they rededicate the Church 
to living and proclaiming Christ’s mercy.  

                                                                          Lord hear our prayer 

For the leaders of governments, that they will work to ensure that all people can live in peace, with free-
dom to worship God and pursue holiness. 

                                                        Lord hear our prayer 

For this community:  that we who have received the Spirit, may generously participate in the mission 
which Christ entrusted to the Church and spread the truth of God’s mercy to all we encounter. 

                                                        Lord hear our prayer 

For all those on the front lines of the Covid 19 pandemic: that God will give wisdom to those working to 
contain the virus, insight to those searching for treatments or a vaccine, strength to those caring for the sick 
and courage to those responding to the medical needs of the public. 

                                                        Lord hear our prayer 

For those who struggle with addictions that during this time of social distancing and are unable to gather 
with their support groups, that through the mercy of God may they experience the grace necessary to main-
tain their sobriety. 

                                                       Lord hear our prayer.   

For all who all who are ill, particularly those with Covid-19: that the Risen Lord will bring an end to the 
coronavirus and give hope, healing, and new life to those who are sick. 

                                                        Lord hear our prayer 

For these intentions, the intentions shared by the community throughout the week and all those inten-
tions written in the silence of our hearts. 

                                                        Lord hear our prayer 
Loving Father, the Resurrection of your Son gives us a new birth to a living hope. Let us live in that hope 
always.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PLEASE NOTE:  PRIVATE MASS WITH INTENTION IS 

OFFERED DAILY BY FR. BERNARDIN & FR. TOM 



Sje Prayer List 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Helena Alleman, Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Robert Burns, Geoff 
Carter, Alicia Cortez, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Melissa Duran, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, 
Velia Escalante, Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, Anthony Gabriele, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna 
Harris, Tom Harvey, George Heffner, Dick Hill, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Michelle Keyawa,                                          
Sayed Kian, Pat Lobrovich, Kim Louder, Karen Lydon, Jennifer Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, 
Michael Niekamp, Tony Nolasco, Gilles Ouellet, Lynn Parry, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, 
Ruth Salazar, Rena Scherman, Robert Scholtes, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Lili Simic, Joan Smith, Hank Thompson, 
Kim Van Blaricom, Bob Walker, Katie  Walker and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Parish Notes 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WITH APPRECIATION  

from Fr. BERNARDIN: 
 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
Many greetings to all of you.  During these hard times of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), my 
hope and prayer are that God will protect all of you, all your loved ones and neighbors from 
this pandemic disease.  I am praying that soon we will be able to come to Church to pray and 
to worship our God as usual, without fear of getting contaminated. 

 

As you know, dear Parishioners, the Sunday collection is what keeps our Church standing.  
Due to these horrible circumstances we are living in, we can’t have Mass on weekends, and 
so, we can’t have the Sunday collection as well.  I would like to thank all of you so very 
much who have continued to mail in your weekly offerings, sent in donations, opted to pay 
electronically through “We Share” or are using your bank to send your check to the parish 
through your bank’s bill-pay.  We at St. John’s deeply appreciate your generosity, stewardship 
and almsgiving, especially in these most difficult of times. 
 

Away from the sight is not away from the heart; I miss all of you.   Please let us unite all our 
prayers asking the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph to intercede for us to their Son Je-
sus, our Savior and our God, whose power is unlimited, to save us and the entire world from 
the Coronavirus. 
 

Yours faithfully,   Father Bernardin MUGABO. 



April 18/19, 2020 
 

RELIGIOUS-EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Phone: 916-483-4628 

Email: Religious.ed@sjecarmichael.org 
 

 

HAPPY EASTER SEASON TO EACH & EVERYONE 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TIMES:  “God, we ask that all who 
are affected by this virus be held in Your loving care.  
In this time of uncertainty, help us to know what is 
ours to do.  
We know You did not cause this suffering but that 
You are with us in it and through it.  Help us to rec-
ognize Your presence in acts of kindness, in mo-
ments of silence and in the beauty of the created 
world.  Grant peace & protection to all of humanity 
for their well-being and for the benefit of the earth.”  

(By Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM) 
 

 

Pope Francis’ April intention:  “We pray that those      
suffering from addiction may be helped and   

                                    accompanied.” 
 

Opportunities to grow in our spiritual lives: 
 

Websites:  Parish:   www.sjecarmichael.org    
Diocese:  www.scd.org     

U.S. Bishops:  www.usccb.org 
General Catholic:  www.americancatholic.org   
www.catholic.org      www.saintoftheday.org 

 

Daily three minute retreat:  www.LoyolaPress.org 
 

We recommend that you also listen to Catholic/Relevant Radio 
on 1620AM and send inquiries to:   

askfather@relevantradio.com     Also check out EWTN T.V. 
 

Contact www.ChristTheKingRetreatCenter.org  or call 916-725-
4720 for daily reflections.  (Give them your email address) 

 
 

CALENDAR: 
 

As most of you know by now, due to the corona-

virus, our Bishop, Jaime Soto, has suspended Reli-

gious-Education classes & Catholic schools through-

out the Diocese of Sacramento until further notice.  

We will do our best to keep you all updated as soon 

as we get the “All-Clear” from the Diocese.  Did you 

receive the resources from the Diocese, which we 

forwarded to you a few weeks ago & that you can 

work on at home with your children? 

God bless & guide your/our week. 

Religious Education Parish Information 

Please pray for the soul of  Mary Tate, moth-

er of  SJE Parishioner JoAnn Eidem, who has 

passed away.  Mary had been a St John's Pa-

rishioner since 2012.   Due to coronavirus 

restrictions, her funeral Mass will be held at a 

later date.  May God grant her eternal rest. 

Please pray for the soul of  Maria Elizabeth  

Rogers, sister of  SJE Parishioner Gabriele 

Rothwell, who passed away in England re-

cently of  COVID-19.  May God grant her 

eternal rest. 

Please join us online @ FACEBOOK for this 
week’s Sunday Mass @ 10:00 am. 

PLEASE NOTE:  You do not need a Face-
book Account to view our Masses, etc.  

Just click on “Not Now” on the bottom of 
the Sign-In Page 

Facebook Livestream begins with music 15 minutes before Mass 

St. John’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel is 
OPEN from 9am to 5pm Monday 

through Friday for private prayer with 6 
feet Social Distancing (separation) re-

quired. 

Confessions are heard on SATUR-
DAYS from 3:15 to 4:45 pm (or long-
er if need be) in the Sacristy (6 feet 
Social Distancing) with no more than 
10 persons total in the Narthex at 

one time. 




