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Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 

Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 

the parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

 

ALL MASSES  
(SUNDAY & WEEKDAY) 

 are SUSPENDED 
 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE PER 

THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO 

DUE TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE  

CORONA VIRUS (COVID-19) 

Parish Information 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 9 am to 4 pm 

Contact Us by Phone or Email 
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5701 Locust Avenue 
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Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
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Principal:   Christie Horton  
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SUNDAY “PRIVATE” MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 



Pastor’s Page  

With Much Gratitude and Appreciation from SJE 

We would like to express our thanks to the Board of Directors and members of Arden/

Carmichael, Inc. (Knights of Columbus 4970), for their generous donation of $1,500 to assist in 
the purchase of needed PPE and cleaning materials.   Your generosity and attention to the needs 

of our Church Community is greatly appreciated. 

HAPPY FEAST OF PENTECOST: Dear  Par ishioners, today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost. Pente-
cost comes from the Greek word meaning fifty. This feast happened 50 days starting from the Resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead on Easter Sunday.  Jesus told his disciples that He was not going to leave them alone or as 
orphans. He would send them the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, the Advocate, the Counselor. 

Pentecost is the Birthday of the Church. The disciples were afraid of the Jews and were hidden under  a 
locked house, when suddenly Jesus stood in their mist and said to them: “Peace be with you”. I didn’t under-
stand very well, the meaning of the word peace until the war came in Rwanda, my old home country, in Octo-
ber 1990, when the country was attacked by rebels from Uganda. All the years that followed were nothing 
more than nightmares; people dying, mines exploding killing people, lies from journalists on radio and TV. 
Refugees were running to save their lives, facing hunger, diseases, exposed to harsh temperatures. During this 
time, nobody knew who would survive or who would die.  Our life expectancy was reduced to a day or a mat-
ter of hours. Now I truly understand the value of peace.  Peace is more important than food.  You cannot eat if 
you are about to be killed or if you are too afraid. 

These apostles, too, were afraid for their lives. They knew how cruel and unjust the death of Jesus was; they 
were the next in line after Him.  That is why Jesus appeared to them in a locked house and said to them: 
“Peace be with you” two times.  He breathed on them and said “receive the Holy Spirit”. The manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit was seen like tongues of fire turning them into fiery preachers and speaking the message of 
God in many languages.  Nowadays the Masses are celebrated in many languages of all over the world.  You 
can pray to God in your own language. 

I feel sad that this special birthday of the Church happened when we are quarantined due to Covid-19. We 
need to pray so hard that, like the intervention of Jesus to the scared disciples, He may come to our help to end 
this pandemic disease that made so many people afraid all over the world and has taken so many lives as well. 
If all of us could ask Jesus from the bottom of our hearts, to heal this sick world, there is no question that He 
would end Coronavirus. 

This day also, Jesus gave His disciples the power to forgive sins: “whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.” I hear many people saying that they don’t need to go to confession 
because they talk to God and that is enough.  I remind them that Jesus didn’t say so.  It is true a good confes-
sion, knowing that our sins are forgiven, that we gain our peace with ourselves, with God and with one anoth-
er.  This Sacrament was instituted by Jesus in order to help us be holy in this world and work our way to Heav-
en.  It is also a calling to forgive others as we need to be forgiven ourselves. As you remember, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary made the Sacrament of Reconciliation one of the five stones that can help us to kill our goliath, 
meaning the devil, or any kind of addiction we may have. 

Concerning the Holy Spirit, the Blessed Virgin Mary said in Medjugorje that we often pray to God the Father 
and God the Son; but we forget God the Holy Spirit and so the graces that are supposed to come from Him are 
lost.  Please consider praying to the Holy Spirit as Jesus told us.  It is good to do the Novena of the Holy Spirit. 
We all need to be transformed into better people at the service of our Creator. 

Dear children! Pray with me for a new life for all of you; in your hearts, little children, you know what needs 
to be changed. Return to God and His Commandments, so that the Holy Spirit may change your lives and the 
face of this earth, which is in need of renewal in the spirit. Little children, be prayer for all those who do not 
pray; be joy for all those who do not see the way out; be carriers of light in the darkness of this peaceless time. 
Pray and seek the help and protection of the saints so that you also could yearn for heaven and heavenly reali-
ties.  I am with you and am protecting and blessing all of you with my motherly blessing. Thank you for having 
responded to my call.   (May 24, 2020)      God bless,  Father Bernardin. MUGABO 



Fr. Bernardin’s Homily (May 31, 2020) 

PENTECOST is a per iod of 50 days after  Easter ; it ends the Easter  season.  It reminds us of the 
birthday of the Church and its mission in the world. 

The message of Jesus is a message of peace to somebody who is afraid. We heard in today’s Gospel 
how the disciples were afraid of the Jews. After killing Jesus, their Master, on the cross, the next step was 
the disciples’ turn.  That is why they were hidden in the upper room with terror.  All doors were locked. 
But Jesus appeared to them and said: “Peace be with you.” He breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.”  In today’s first reading, we heard how they received the Holy Spirit. “And suddenly a 
sound came from Heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.” 

When we say fire, our  exper ience of fire is both good and bad. 

Fire can rage, consuming and destroying buildings and cities and people. We don’t like this fire. Some of 
us had bad memories about it. Thanks be to God, we have firefighters. 

A fire well contained and peaceful as in a fireplace or in camping areas, offers light and warmth, cooks 
our meals, purifies water and metals. Saint Francis of Assisi, in his Canticle of the Brother Sun, said: 
“Praised be my loved for Brother Fire, by whom you illumine the night, and he is fair and cheerful and 
mighty and strong.” 

Scriptures use fire as a sign of the Presence of God.  God appeared to Moses in a burning bush; God 
uses fire as a sign of judgment on the Last Day.  Jesus said “I have come to light a fire on earth”. How I 
wish the blaze ignited. The spirit comes in the form of tongues to remake a tired world into a New World. 

Gift of tongues: the fire of the Spirit fires up the frightened disciples to continue the work that Jesus 
began while on earth.  They now changed to “fiery” preachers proclaiming the risen Lord. They could 
speak all languages.  Everybody could understand them.  The Church is universal.  All languages and eth-
nicity can praise God.  Moved by the Holy Spirit, we have no adversaries. This is an open world that has 
Ecumenical dialogue with opposed religions. Jesus gave them a mission  “As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 

Those “fiery” preachers are proclaiming the risen Lord with healing, forgiving and loving enemies and 
who are facing opposition fearlessly. 

The Holy Spirit we all received in our Baptism is a fire that pushes us to bring Peace by living as people 
of Peace. 

The Holy Spirit pushes us to ask for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In the wor ld where sin is pre-
sent, we need forgiveness and healing. That is why Jesus said“whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
whose sins you retain are retained".  By these words Christ instituted the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion.  Penance is a Sacrament of God’s love of forgiveness, not torture.  It is a remedy for any soul stained 
with sin. If you are sick, you need a doctor. Otherwise, your health problem gets worse. It is the same for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Brother Leo, a companion and friend of St. Francis of Assisi, once saw in a vision a turbulent river and a 
multitude of people trying to cross it. Some sank before they had gone very far from shore. Others sank in 
midstream; still others sank near the opposite bank. Very few reached the other shore in safety. When he 
relayed this vision to St. Francis, the saint told him what it meant.  The river is the current of the world. 
People start out in it with the grace of baptism. But unfortunately, many sink into mortal sin; some in 
childhood-others in middle life-some in their old age.  Very few preserve their baptismal innocence to the 
end, without added help. That help is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Saint Paul in the 2nd reading, reminds us that the heart of Pentecost is not the molding of a homogeneous 
society. To attempt such a system would spell disaster. If everybody has to think as I think, do as I do, that 
would be very dangerous. God poured His spirit out to promote real unity and love amid diverse men and 
women from every tongue and tribe.  He gathers us from all walks of life into the one people of God. 

Let us be united as members of one body...     



 Readings for the Week 

Masses for the Week of June 1-6, 2020  
 

Monday:  The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
the Church 
Dr. Margaret Portwood (I) 
 

Tuesday:  St. Marcellinus and  St. Peter, Martyrs 
George & Ella Gomes (I) 
 

Wednesday:  St. Charles Lwanga and Compan-
ions, Martyrs 
Aimable Bonnie +  
 

Thursday:    
Todd & Gwen Wilson (I) 
 

Friday:  St. Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 
Jay & Linda Barry (I) 
 

Saturday:  St. Norbert, Bishop 
Todd & Gwen Wilson (I) 

Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for May 31, 2020 

 

 

Monday:   Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-
3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 
 

Tuesday:  2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2-4, 10, 14, 
16; Mk 12:13-17 
 

Wednesday:  2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2; Mk 
12:18-27 
 

Thursday:  2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; 
Mk 12:28-34 
 

Friday:  2 Tm 3:10-17; Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 
166, 168; 1-6; Mk 12:35-37 

 

Saturday:  2 Tm 4:1-8; Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 
22; Mk 12:38-44 
 

Sunday:  Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52-55; 2 Cor 13:11-
13; Jn 3:16-18 

Having heard God’s Word proclaimed and having professed our faith together, we now bring our prayers to our loving 
Creator: 

For the Church: that we may be moved by the power of the Holy Spirit and answer our call to bring about reconcili-
ation, common ground, and a rejection of false notions of scarcity in a world of abundance.  

                                                                        Lord hear our prayer 

For our community: that God will help us recognize and put into practice all the gifts which we have been given so 
that the Body of Christ may be strong in serving the reign of God. 

                                                                                Lord hear our prayer 

For a Spirit of unity: that God will destroy all the divisions that separate the human family and restore our ability to 
work together against disease, famine, and injustice. 

                                                                        Lord hear our prayer 

For a Spirit of hope: that all who are overwhelmed by life may find new reasons to live this day and be gifted with a 
vision of all that could be tomorrow. 

                                                           Lord hear our prayer 

For all who are unemployed: that God will relieve their anxiety and open new opportunities for them to find work 
and support themselves.   

                                                           Lord hear our prayer 

For all our graduates and their families, as they prepare this summer for a new beginning, that they may be assured 
of Your presence and the support of this community. 

                                                           Lord hear our prayer 

For all who have died, for our loved ones who have died, that God will welcome them into the company of the 
saints forever. 

                                                           Lord hear our prayer 

For these intentions, the intentions shared by the community throughout the week that we bring to the Altar, and 
all those intentions written in the silence of our hearts. 
                                                                                   Lord hear our prayer 
Gracious God, you have promised to hear the prayers of those gathered in your name.  As we once again respond to the 
workings of your Holy Spirit nudging us to act, we do so together as a community of love.  Provide us with strength and 
courage to seek justice, heal division and bring, and bring about peace.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, and 
our Lord. Amen.  

Mass Intentions 

PLEASE NOTE:  PRIVATE MASS WITH INTENTION(S) 

IS/ARE OFFERED DAILY BY FR. BERNARDIN  



In Memoriam 

May 30/31, 2020 
 

 

RELIGIOUS-EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Phone: 916-483-4628 

Email: Religious.ed@sjecarmichael.org 
 
 

On this Pentecost Sunday – let us pray especially for all 
of our Confirmation-Candidates  who are awaiting the 
reception of the sacrament of Confirmation.   (They 
were supposed to have done so on March 27’ but be-
cause of COVID 19 – Confirmation was postponed.) 
 

Prayer for a time of pandemic:  “May we who are 
merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives 
are at stake.  May we who have no risk factors remem-
ber those most vulnerable.  May we who have the luxu-
ry of working from home remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health or making 
their rent.”  By Cameron Bellm  - www.ccvichapel.org/
post/prayer-for-a-pandemic       
                     To be continued in future weeks. 

(Despite the inconveniences & frustrations of these 
times… what blessings have you experienced?)  

 

 Mass from SJE each Sunday at 10:00 am on Facebook: 

htpps://www.facebook.com/sjecarmichael.org 
 
 

Pope Francis’ June intention: “We pray for all those 
who suffer may find their way in life, allowing them-

selves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus.” 
 

Opportunities to grow in the spiritual life: 
Websites:  Parish:   www.sjecarmichael.org    

Diocese:  www.scd.org     
U.S. Bishops:  www.usccb.org 

General Catholic:  www.americancatholic.org   
www.catholic.org      www.saintoftheday.org 

 

Daily three minute retreat:  www.LoyolaPress.org 
 

We recommend that you also listen to Catholic/Relevant Radio 
on 1620AM and send inquiries to:   

askfather@relevantradio.com     Also check out EWTN T.V. 
 

Contact www.christthekingretreatcenter.org  or call 916-725-
4720 for daily reflections.  (Give them your email address) 

 
 
 

CALENDAR: 
 
 

As most of you know by now, due to the coronavirus, our 
Bishop, Jaime Soto, has suspended Religious-Education clas-
ses & Catholic schools throughout the Diocese of Sacramento 
until further notice.  We will do our best to keep you all up-
dated as soon as we get the “All-Clear” from the Diocese. We 
know and understand that this is a very disappointing time for 
all of you—especially those scheduled to receive the sacra-
ments of First Reconciliation/Confession, First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation this year. As parents and guardians 
you are the most important people in your children’s lives. 
Did you receive the resources, from the Diocese, which we 
forwarded to you a few weeks ago?   Please select one from 
the suggested list and work with your children on that con-
sistently. The Catechists & I are keeping you all in our 
thoughts & prayers...   Sr. Hannah-Mary  
 

                             God bless & guide your/our week. 

Religious Education Parish Information 

Please pray for the soul of Steve Robinson,  

husband of Melissa, father of Daniel, Deanna & 

Nicolas, and son-in-law of SJE Parishioners 

Gene & Jeannie Gobbo, who passed away re-

cently.  May God grant him eternal rest. 

Please join us online @ FACEBOOK for 

this week’s Sunday Mass @ 10:00 am. 

St. John’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel is 
OPEN from 9am to 5pm Monday 

through Friday for private prayer--6 ft. 
Social Distancing (separation) required. 

Confessions are heard on SATUR-
DAYS from 3:15 to 4:45 pm (or long-
er if need be) in the Sacristy (6 feet 
Social Distancing) with no more than 
10 persons total in the Narthex at 

one time. 

ADORATION 
Is BACK at our  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CHAPEL!!! 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to 
spend an hour/some time 
with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9am to 5pm 
 

6 ft SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRED & 
Less than 10 Persons in the Chapel at one time 

Please pray for the soul of Michael Endres, 

son of SJE Parishioner  Madeline Endres, who 

passed away this week in a tragic motorcycle 

accident.  May God grant him eternal rest.   



Sje Prayer List 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Robert Burns, Geoff Carter, Alicia Cor-
tez, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Melissa Duran, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, 
Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, Anthony Gabriele, Lillian Geoffrey, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna 
Harris, Tom Harvey, George Heffner, Sr. Marion Hicks, Dick Hill, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, 
Michelle Keyawa, Sayed Kian, Pat Lobrovich, Kim Louder, Karen Lydon, Angelica & Cheryl Martin of Tennessee (COVID-
19 positive), Jennifer Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Michael Niekamp, Tony Nolasco, Gilles 
Ouellet, Lynn Parry, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Ruth Salazar, Rena Scherman, Robert 
Scholtes, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Lili Simic, Joan Smith, Hank Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, Bob Walker, Katie  
Walker and all those with COVID-19.  

St. Vincent de Paul 

SJE School News 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Society thanks you for your continued support, which allows us  to help the poor 
and needy in our neighborhood .                                                                                              

 

We hope that you are staying safe during these tough Covid-19 times. Everybody is miss-
ing their Church family but hopefully we will be back in church soon maintaining safe dis-

tances and wearing masks.  SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from 8 am to 

10 am if you find yourself in need of food. Everyone is welcome! Also if you can, SvdeP 
could use some egg cartons, top ramen and dried beans (i.e. pinto). The area outside the 

chapel is accessible and items can be left there.   

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe! 

Dear SJE Parishioners: 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is excited to get back to on-

campus learning when our school year begins again in August!  

If you would like to help us as we make some changes to our campus to 

better accommodate our students' health needs, we could use dona-

tions to help purchase water bottle filling stations. These stations will replace our tradi-

tional water fountains. We would like to purchase two wall-mounted stations for the 

classroom breezeway ($1,000 each).  

Any level of support would be greatly appreciated; please contact Principal Christie 

Horton at (916) 481-8845 or email chorton@stjohnev.com.   Thank you!! 

 

SVdP Hawaii Raffle - July 25th.   
Sheraton Maui Resort for 6 days and 5 nights, Airfare, 

Car Rental and a $500 gift card.  Tickets are $10.00 each 
or a book of 10 for $100.00.  

Please email Cynthia Zeller at cszeller@comcast.net for 

tickets.     Aloha.  

mailto:cszeller@comcast.net


Diocese Mass Opening Date From Bishop Soto 

Message to the Faithful from Bishop Jaime Soto - Coming Back to the Table 

May 29, 2020 
Bishop Jaime Soto 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

The Catholic community in the Diocese of Sacramento will be able to celebrate the Feast of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, Corpus Christi, around the sacred altars of their parish churches on Sunday, June 14th. 

I am lifting the heartbreaking suspension of public celebrations of the Sacrifice of the Mass starting on 
Monday, June 8th. This will help pastors ready the churches for the glorious Feast of Corpus Christi. Par-
ishes that are prepared to implement all the necessary public health protocols may begin offering Mass 
with the Faithful on June 8th. 

My brother priests and I are taking all the steps to ensure the Feast of Corpus Christi is celebrated in a 
manner that gives peace of mind to all our brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus. 

The public guidelines I recently shared for resuming public celebrations of the Mass have been updated to 
reflect our continued work with public health officials. These guidelines are available on the diocesan web-
site. These guidelines include limiting attendance to the lower of either 25% of church capacity or a maxi-
mum of 100 congregants. Pastors will also make these guidelines available to their parishioners. Please 
consult with your local parish to confirm the schedule of Masses and other directives intended to provide a 
safe environment for everyone in the church assembly. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has not ended but conditions have improved sufficiently so that we can begin to 
offer the Mass and other sacraments in a cautious and responsible manner. It is still necessary to maintain 
physical-distancing. The wearing of masks in church is strongly recommended. Those who are 65 years of 
age and older should remain at home. Those with a vulnerable health condition should also continue to 
stay in their homes. To continue to protect the most vulnerable among us, the dispensation from the obli-
gation to attend Sunday Mass is still in effect. If you feel sick or have any flu-like symptoms, do not come 
to Church. Stay home. Again, please consult the diocesan website or your parish for more information on 
how to be safe and protect one another from the coronavirus contagion. 

With these new guidelines in place, we are still not able to come back to the table as in the past. As we 
adapt to these changes, we are all called to greater charity and understanding during this transition. Our 
continued vigilance respects those who are afflicted and honors those who risk their own lives in caring for 
them. The patient efforts each of us makes are an act of Christian solidarity that will strengthen the whole 
Body of Christ. 

Our Lord Jesus has been the Good Shepherd throughout the Lenten and Easter Seasons. He has also 
been our wise, good Teacher instructing us through the sacrifices we have endured. These tribulations will 
continue for many of us. Our sharing in the Lord’s passion has offered a communion in the Lord’s saving 
death. 

As we prepare to approach the Lord’s altar of sacrifice, may you know His consoling mercy and His en-
couraging grace. This Pentecost Sunday, we will continue to gather behind the closed doors as did the 
first disciples. The Blessed Mother Mary was in their company as they prayed. She will certainly be with 
each of you and your families. Pray with her as she intercedes for all of us. Her example teaches us to be 
open to the Spirit’s promptings even in these uncertain days. The Holy Spirit will help us to welcome the 
Lord Jesus with open hands and hearts as the Feast of Corpus Christi draws closer. 

Be assured that Bishop Weigand, my brother priests and I continue to offer our Masses and pray for all of 
you so that soon we may taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

Respectfully,                                 

+Jaime Soto 
Bishop of Sacramento 

  

Download the PDF Guide  www.scd.org 

Coming Back to the Table: Diocesan Guide to the Public Celebration of the Mass 
May 29, 2020 Message to the Faithful from Bishop Jaime Soto - Coming Back to 

the Table 

https://www.scd.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Coming-Back-to-the-Table-ENG-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.scd.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Coming-Back-to-the-Table-ENG-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.scd.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Coming-Back-to-the-Table-ENG-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.scd.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Faithful_Resumption-of-Public-Masses_29May20.pdf
https://www.scd.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Faithful_Resumption-of-Public-Masses_29May20.pdf
https://www.scd.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Faithful_Resumption-of-Public-Masses_29May20.pdf
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