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Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm (Trad. Mass)  

SUNDAY:  8 am (Trad. Mass);  

10 am (Family Mass);   
12 pm (Teen/Contemporary Mass)  
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Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 
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Parish Office Hours 
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 Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

 

SUNDAY “PRIVATE” MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 

Re-Opening of St. John’s 

Church for MASSES on 

MONDAY, JUNE 8th 



Pastor’s Page  

WELCOME BACK:  Dear Parishioners, It is with great joy that I am writing this small message welcoming 
you back to the Parish services that had been closed since March 18, 2020 due to Coronavirus.  I was very hap-
py when our Bishop said that we were allowed to re-open, starting June 8, 2020. I wished we had opened on 
May 30, 2020 for the feast of Pentecost, known as the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles in the upper 
room with the Blessed Virgin Mary.  But this didn’t happen. “Better late than never.” I would like to thank you 
for your patience and persistent faith that endured for so many weeks in order to come back to the Eucharist.  I 
remember talking to a Parishioner who was crying because she couldn’t go to Church and receive Holy Com-
munion.  I felt so bad but there was nothing I could do.  I guess all of you felt the same way but Churches were 
locked and there was no way.  Many of you, dear Parishioners, were calling, asking when the Church and 
Masses would resume, but, like you, I didn’t know, either.  It is through your prayers and love of God that fi-
nally we are back. 

There are so many rules and regulations, as you will see it for yourself.  Among them, taking the temperature, 
limiting the number of attendance to 100 people only, taking registrations of everybody who comes 
in,  keeping the 6 foot distance between two people, using a mask and gloves, changing the way the Sunday 
collection was done…all these changes are not easy and we will get used to it as time goes by.  But we might 
have to accept that things might not be the same as they used to be.  Nowadays, going to the hospital, to a nurs-
ing home and to the store, so many things have changed.  For some areas, masks are mandatory, others you 
have to stand in line for a very long time.  But we have to get used to it because there is no other choice.  Hope 
and pray that the situation will improve so that we may gain our freedom again as before. 

I sometimes wonder why these things happened.  No part of the world was spared.  There is always a reason 
behind everything, which we may not know of, but once in Heaven, we will know why and thank God for 
that.  Maybe God wants to show us that things can change and that we should not take Masses for granted.  
You don’t know the value of things until they are taken away from you.  I hope that we might have grown 
more into our faith due to these “locked door” times that took us away from Mass and the Eucharist.  “We 
know that all things work for good for those who love God.” (Romans 8:28). An American proverb says: “if 
life gives you lemons, make lemonade”. 

Some of you might have seen our metal wrought iron fence located on Locust Avenue broken and torn to piec-
es; they have asked me what happened?  Now that we are resuming our daily and Sunday Masses, I would like 
to let you know what happened so that you might not hear it from a second source. This happened on Easter 
Sunday very early in the morning around 1:00 am; the livestreamed Mass of the Saturday vigil was over at 
10:30 pm.  The fence was still intact.  Next day, on Easter Sunday, as I passed by for the 10:00 livestreamed 
Mass, I saw the fence twisted, a very heavy brick pillar strongly hit by a car driven by a drunken driver and 
pushed several feet away from its post.  There were also broken pieces of the car everywhere. The color of the 
car was grey and the mark is Honda (the car name we found on some pieces left on the ground). We really 
don’t know for sure what happened; if the car was racing and lost control, and/or if the driver was drunk. The 
fact is that there was a broken bottle of an expensive cognac left on the ground.  There is no question that the 
impact was very strong by looking at the damaged area. I tried to think of what the direction of the car was go-
ing, but I could not figure it out.  Thank God I am not an investigator. I would do a horrible job. The sad thing 
is that the car was gone and we have no camera or eye witness to recognize the criminal.  How a car could 
move after an impact like this?  That is beyond my knowledge. Maybe it was towed away. The CHP was 
called to the scene but could not press charges since no license or any information was available that would 
help to know who it was. I wonder if the fence was not there, if the car would have entered the Rectory, proba-
bly setting it on fire or killing somebody inside. That would have been a lot of fun on a night of a very early 
Easter morning. 

On the other hand, I thank God because there was no dead person on the ground. This could have been my 
worst nightmare. He or she had a 2nd chance to go home to his/her family. I hope and pray this person learned 
from this accident the hard way and that he/she will never do it again.  I guess, dear Parishioners, we need 
cameras around the campus so we may know for sure what happened and who did it.  For now, the papers were 
sent to the insurance and I hope soon the whole place will be fixed.  Let us hope and pray that no drunkard 
may do this again. 

God bless,   Father Bernardin MUGABO 



Deacon Keith Johnson’s  Homily (June 7, 2020) 

Tthe Solemnity of the Holy Trinity oday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity.  The Trinity is the mod-

el of unity.  We have had a challenging year in regards to unity.  As a faith community, as a state, as a coun-

try and a world we have been separated because of an infectious and deadly virus, and now we are remind-

ed by the recent social unrest of a separation that has, in one way or another, lurked throughout the history of 

man.  From a biblical context maybe the story of the hatred of the other started at the dispersion of people 

that began at the destruction of the Tower of Babble.  Or, maybe it began more insidious and started earlier, 

when one brother killed another in the story of Cain and Able?  We don’t know when it started. But what we 

do know, when the one voice of the three persons of Trinity said, “Let us make man in our image and in our 

likeness”, hatred of another was not in the conscience of that divine dance, the perfection of love and unity – 

the Holy Trinity.   

One particular word appears in the first reading, the psalm and the Gospel.  The word is “name”.  In the first 

reading the LORD proclaims His name, “The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger 

and rich in kindness and fidelity.”  The Psalmist said, “Blessed is Your holy and glorious name.”  Lastly, it said 

in the Gospel the one who does not believe “in the name of the only Son of God”, would be condemned.  You 

might get the sense from the first reading that a “name” is more than just a one-dimensional label of identity 

for someone in ancient times.  A name expressed the nature of the bearer of that name, and the fullness of 

one’s character.  The name “Lord” means as presented in the reading, merciful and glorious, slow to anger 

and rich in kindness and fidelity.  If we dive deeper into names, the two accounts of the genealogy of Jesus in 

Mathew and Luke’s gospels are not just a list of names, but it is an entire history of the family.  For us, those 

names are the fullness of the story of salvation history.  Let us consider another word that is in the Gospel - 

“believe”. 

The Gospel states, “Whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in 

the name of the only Son of God.” Or, it could be said if you believe in the name of the only Son of God, you 

will be saved.   Like the word “name”, “believe” at the time of the Gospel writers meant much more then be-

lieving that something is true.  For the Gospel writer, to “believe” is to fully entrust or connect oneself to 

someone or something.  We are to fully entrust or connect ourselves to the name of the Son of God, the sec-

ond person of the Trinity if we believe and desire salvation.  What is the “name” or the character of the Son of 

God which we are to believe or connect ourselves to? 

The Trinity is a perpetual relationship of love and unity.  God the Father loves God the Son.  God the Son ac-

cepts the love and returns love to God the Father.  It is in that creative shared love that the Holy Spirit is be-

gotten.  If we believe or entrust ourselves to the name of the Son, we entrust ourselves to the action or char-

acter of the Son.  The action or character of the Son presented in this understanding of the Trinity is to accept 

the love of the Father and return back to the Father, love.  Our love for God is only as true as our love of our 

brothers and sisters.  Prejudice, hatred, contempt, and even petty gossip do not mix with loving God.  In the 

first letter of John (4:20) it says, “If anyone says, “I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever 

does not love a brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” Through the incarna-

tion, Jesus demonstrated this love of the Father through the love of His brothers and sisters as He hung on 

the cross for our redemption.  Through Jesus’ action the fire of the Holy Spirit ignited the love in the world.   

In our time, we are called to incarnate the love of the Father and direct that love toward our brothers and sis-

ter as Jesus did.  We are to battle the injustices of hatred, prejudice, contempt and petty gossip that over-

whelms the world. When we believe in the name and become the name of the Son of God, directing the love 

we received from the Father into the world, we share in joy of igniting and renewing the face of the earth with 

the Holy Spirit.  Brothers and sisters, are we ready to believe in the name of the only Son of God and bring 

the unity we thirst for as a community desiring to share in the Eucharist together with the world that continue 

to be fractured by hate?   Are we ready? 



 Readings for the Week 

Masses for the Week of June 8-13, 2020  
 

Monday:   
6:30 am  Cecilia Nobleza + 
8:30 am   Bella Dial (I) 
 

Tuesday:  St. Ephrem, Deacon & Doctor 
6:30 am   ALL SOULS 
8:30 am   Jackie Huesing & Family (I) 
 

Wednesday:   
6:30 am   ALL SOULS 
8:30 am   Jackie Sanders & Family (I) 
 

Thursday:   St. Barnabas, Apostle 
6:30 am   Fr. Dennis Nobleza (I)  
8:30 am   Msgr. Frank Pellegrino + 
 

Friday:   
6:30 am   ALL SOULS 
8:30 am   Steve Robinson + 
Saturday:  St. Anthony of Padua, Priest & Doctor 
8:30 am    Jimmy Mraule + 

Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for June 7, 2020 

 

Monday:   1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-8; Mt 5:1-12 
 

Tuesday:  1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-
16 
 

Wednesday:  1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 
5ab, 8, 11; Mt 5:17-19 
 

Thursday:  Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Ps 65:10-13; 
Mt 5:20-26 
 

Friday:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14; 
Mt 5:27-32 
 

Saturday:  1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-10; 
Mt 5:33-37 
 

Sunday:  Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; 
1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 

Let us bring to the Triune God our prayers for peace: 
      For healing and reconciliation in our communities, may God’s mercy help us overcome the violence of hatred 
and build stronger bonds of solidarity among us, 

                                                                       Lord hear our prayer 

For our Church, from our many members may the Eucharist bring us together as the one body of Christ. May 
we recognize the diverse faces of Christ in our worship, our ministries, and our leaders, 

                                                         Lord hear our prayer 

For public officials and those in law enforcement, that the Holy Spirit grant them the gifts of wisdom, under-
standing, and humility in the exercise of their duties as they strive to serve the common good,   

                                                         Lord hear our prayer 

For our brothers and sisters in the African American community, may God’s grace be their rock of strength 
and may they find companions among the Church on the journey to truth, reconciliation, and peace, 

                                                         Lord hear our prayer 

For all parents and educators, that we may teach our children how to resolve differences non-violently and 
respectfully and have the courage to model it in our own behavior,  

                                                         Lord hear our prayer 
May God’s mercy end the COVID-19 pandemic and give us the resolve to end the plague of racism. 

                                                         Lord hear our prayer 
For all the faithful departed, especially for the repose of the soul of George Floyd. May all those who have 

died from violence of war, racism, and hatred find peace in the arms of the Good Shepherd. 
                                                         Lord hear our prayer 

For these intentions, the intentions shared by the community throughout the week that we bring to the Altar, 
and all those intentions written in the silence of our hearts. 
                                                                                 Lord hear our prayer 

Loving God, whose promise of justice and peace sustains us in our struggles, hear these our prayers. Through 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, may we come have the same heart and mind 
as your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus, who lives and reigns forever and ever.   AMEN 

Mass Intentions 



In Memoriam 

June 6/7, 2020 
 

 

RELIGIOUS-EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Phone: 916-483-4628 

Email: Religious.ed@sjecarmichael.org 
 

Feast of The Most Holy Trinity: 
 

Glory be the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” 
 

Prayer for a time of pandemic continued:  “May we 
who have the flexibility to care for our children when 
their schools close remember those who have no op-
tions.  May we who have to cancel our trips remem-
ber those who have no safe place to go…   May we 
who are losing our margin money in the tumult of 
the economic market remember those who have no 
margin at all.” 
By Cameron Bellm  -www.ccvichapel.org/post/prayer
-for-a-pandemic   To be continued in future weeks. 
 

(Despite the inconveniences & frustrations of these 
times… what blessings have you experienced?)  

 

 Mass from SJE each Sunday at 10:00 am on Facebook: 

htpps://www.facebook.com/sjecarmichael.org 
 
 

Pope Francis’ June intention: “We pray for all those 
who suffer may find their way in life, allowing them-

selves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus.” 
 

Opportunities to grow in the spiritual life: 
Websites:  Parish:   www.sjecarmichael.org    

Diocese:  www.scd.org     
U.S. Bishops:  www.usccb.org 

General Catholic:  www.americancatholic.org   
www.catholic.org      www.saintoftheday.org 

 

Daily three minute retreat:  www.LoyolaPress.org 
 

We recommend that you also listen to Catholic/Relevant Radio 
on 1620AM and send inquiries to:   

askfather@relevantradio.com     Also check out EWTN T.V. 
 

Contact www.christthekingretreatcenter.org  or call 916-725-
4720 for daily reflections.  (Give them your email address) 

 
 
 

CALENDAR: 
 
 

As most of you know by now, due to the coronavirus, our 
Bishop, Jaime Soto, has suspended Religious-Education clas-
ses & Catholic schools throughout the Diocese of Sacramento 
until further notice.  We will do our best to keep you all up-
dated as soon as we get the “All-Clear” from the Diocese. We 
know and understand that this is a very disappointing time for 
all of you—especially those scheduled to receive the sacra-
ments of First Reconciliation/Confession, First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation this year. As parents and guardians 
you are the most important people in your children’s FAITH 
lives. Did you receive the resources, from the Diocese, which 
we forwarded to you a few weeks ago?   Please select one 
from the suggested list and work with your children on that 
consistently. The Catechists & I are keeping you all in our 
thoughts & prayers...   Sr. Hannah-Mary  
 

                             God bless & guide your/our week. 

Religious Education Parish Information 

St. John’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel is 
OPEN from 9am to 5pm Monday 

through Friday for private prayer--6 ft. 
Social Distancing (separation) required. 

Confessions are heard on SATUR-
DAYS from 3:15 to 4:45 pm (or long-
er if need be) in the Sacristy (6 feet 
Social Distancing) with no more than 
10 persons total in the Narthex at 

one time. 

ADORATION 
at  

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL 
Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend 
an hour/some time with Jesus on 
Wednesdays & Fridays from 9am 

to 5pm 
 

 
6 ft SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRED & Less than 

18 Persons in the Chapel at one time 

Please pray for the soul of  Kenny Ostrander, 

son of the late SJE Parishioner Marie Ostrand-

er, who passed away recently from cardiac ar-

rest.  Private funeral services will be held June 

11th at St. Mary’s Cemetery.  May God grant 

him eternal rest. 

COMING BACK TOGETHER!! 

St. John’s to Resume PUBLIC MASSES  

 on Monday, June 8th 

Attendance will be limited and new 
Guidelines in Place 

Please check our Website -
sjecarmichael.org or FlockNotes this 

week for more information 



Sje Prayer List 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Robert Burns, Geoff Carter, Alicia Cor-
tez, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Melissa Duran, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, 
Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, Anthony Gabriele, Lillian Geoffrey, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna 
Harris, Tom Harvey, George Heffner, Sr. Marion Hicks, Dick Hill, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, 
Michelle Keyawa, Sayed Kian, Pat Lobrovich, Kim Louder, Karen Lydon, Angelica & Cheryl Martin of Tennessee (COVID-
19 positive), Jennifer Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Michael Niekamp, Tony Nolasco, Gilles 
Ouellet, Lynn Parry, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Ruth Salazar, Rena Scherman, Robert 
Scholtes, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Lili Simic, Joan Smith, Hank Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, Bob Walker, Katie  
Walker, Theresa West (Cheryl Martin’s daughter) and all those with COVID-19.  

St. Vincent de Paul 

SJE School News 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Society thanks you for your continued support, which allows us  to help the poor 
and needy in our neighborhood .                                                                                              

We are looking forward to seeing people in Church again.  

SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from 8 am to 10 am if you find yourself in 
need of food.   Everyone is welcome!  

Also if you can, SvdeP could use some egg cartons, top ramen and dried beans (i.e. pinto). 
The area outside the chapel is accessible and items can be left there or once Masses begin, 

items can be left in the Giving Wing   

                                     YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe! 

Dear SJE Parishioners: 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is excited to get back to on-

campus learning when our school year begins again in August!  

If you would like to help us as we make some changes to our campus to 

better accommodate our students' health needs, we could use dona-

tions to help purchase water bottle filling stations. These stations will replace our tradi-

tional water fountains. We would like to purchase two wall-mounted stations for the 

classroom breezeway ($1,000 each).  

Any level of support would be greatly appreciated; please contact Principal Christie 

Horton at (916) 481-8845 or email chorton@stjohnev.com.   Thank you!! 

 

SVdP Hawaii Raffle - July 25th.   
Sheraton Maui Resort for 6 days and 5 nights, Airfare, 

Car Rental and a $500 gift card.  Tickets are $10.00 each 
or a book of 10 for $100.00.  

Please email Cynthia Zeller at cszeller@comcast.net for 

tickets.     Aloha.  

mailto:cszeller@comcast.net


Bishop Soto’s Statement re: George Floyd & Civil Unrest 

 

 

Bishop Jaime Soto Calls 
for Prayer in Wake of 
George Floyd Death and 
Civil Unrest 

I am heartbroken to see the fabric of the Sacramento community torn by bitterness and anger. I call 
on the Catholic people of the Diocese of Sacramento to join me in asking the Lord Jesus to 
strengthen our hearts, to mend our city, and to heal our nation. 

We pray for the eternal rest of George Floyd and for the consolation of his family. We implore that 
justice be rendered in this case. And we ask that the Lord Jesus comfort and heal all those who 
have been harmed by the ensuing civil unrest. 

The repugnant killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis has provoked outrage and disgust throughout 
our society. Men and women from all walks of life, including police officers, are united in their dis-
gust and anger at this senseless death. No justification can absolve the killing of Mr. Floyd. We must 
together demonstrate our abhorrence for violence – all violence. 

No excuse can explain the reckless destruction and looting that has surged in our community. The 
destruction and violence on our streets will not remedy the injustice of Mr. Floyd’s death. They simp-
ly add more innocent victims to this tragedy. Each act of violence and destruction deepens the 
wounds to our city and nation, and perpetuates an ugly cycle of anger, violence, and reckless repris-
al. It is like a contagion infecting ever more hearts with rising fear, hatred, and bitterness that harden 
the heart. 

Hardheartedness is a condition of the soul that is not easily remedied. Political solutions will not sof-
ten it. More social programs will not soothe it. These endeavors must be deployed with good rea-
son, but more than these are needed. 

As we strive to lift ourselves from the wreckage of these past days the medicine our souls need is 
prayer. This is perhaps out of fashion today, but it is a timeless source of hope. We must ask the 
Lord Jesus to keep us from a hardness of heart. 

Pray that the Lord deliver us from indifference. Unlike physical-distancing that can save lives, indif-
ference is a moral-distancing that demeans lives. To the ancient biblical question, “Am I my broth-
er’s keeper?”, the answer must be yes. (Gen. 4.9) 

Ask the Lord to free us from fears that close our hearts to others. 

Petition Christ to fill our hearts with His tender mercy so that there is no room for bitterness. 

Beg the Lord Jesus to allow our hearts to see one another more clearly and remove the blindness of 
racism that can afflict any of us no matter the color of our skins. The first letter of St. John reminds 
us, if we do not love the brother we can see, how can we love the God we cannot see? (I Jn. 4.20) 
Jesus assures us only the pure of heart can see God. (Mt. 5.8) 

We now begin the month of June, dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This image of Christ 
shows a pierced, wounded heart surrounded by a crown of thorns. The sorrowful passion inflicted 
on the Lord did not harden His heart. The Sacred Heart of Jesus is an everlasting fountain of tender 
mercy. The past days have brought to light many wounded hearts and wounded more hearts be-
sides. Let us together ask the Sacred Heart of Jesus to give each of us a heart like His. 

Respectfully, 

+Jaime Soto 
Bishop of Sacramento 



USCCB Statement re: George Floyd & National Protests 

Statement of U.S. Bishop Chairmen in Wake of Death of George Floyd and National Protests 

WASHINGTON – Seven U.S. bishop chairmen of committees within the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops have 

issued a statement in the wake of the death of Mr. George Floyd and the protests which have broken out in Minne-

apolis and in other cities in the United States. 

Bishop Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux, chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism; Archbishop Nel-

son J. Pérez of Philadelphia, chairman of the Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church; Archbishop Paul S. 

Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of the Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development; Archbishop 

Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the Committee on Pro-Life Activities; Bishop Joseph C. 

Bambera of Scranton, chairman of the Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs; Bishop David G. O’Con-

nell, auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles, chairman of the Subcommittee on the Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-

ment; and Bishop Joseph N. Perry, auxiliary bishop of Chicago, chairman of the Subcommittee on African American 

Affairs have issued the following statement: 

“We are broken-hearted, sickened, and outraged to watch another video of an African American man being killed 

before our very eyes. What’s more astounding is that this is happening within mere weeks of several other such oc-

currences. This is the latest wake-up call that needs to be answered by each of us in a spirit of determined conver-

sion.” 

“Racism is not a thing of the past or simply a throwaway political issue to be bandied about when convenient. It is a 

real and present danger that must be met head on. As members of the Church, we must stand for the more difficult 

right and just actions instead of the easy wrongs of indifference. We cannot turn a blind eye to these atrocities and 

yet still try to profess to respect every human life. We serve a God of love, mercy, and justice.” 

“While it is expected that we will plead for peaceful non-violent protests, and we certainly do, we also stand in pas-

sionate support of communities that are understandably outraged. Too many communities around this country feel 

their voices are not being heard, their complaints about racist treatment are unheeded, and we are not doing enough 

to point out that this deadly treatment is antithetical to the Gospel of Life.” 

“As we said eighteen months ago in our most recent pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide Our Hearts, for peo-

ple of color some interactions with police can be fraught with fear and even danger. People of good conscience must 

never turn a blind eye when citizens are being deprived of their human dignity and even their lives. Indifference is 

not an option. “As bishops, we unequivocally state that racism is a life issue.” 

“We join Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of St. Paul and Minneapolis in praying for the repose of the soul of Mr. 

George Floyd and all others who have lost their lives in a similar manner. We plead for an end to the violence in the 

wake of this tragedy and for the victims of the rioting. We pray for comfort for grieving families and friends. We pray 

for peace across the United States, particularly in Minnesota, while the legal process moves forward. We also antici-

pate a full investigation that results in rightful accountability and actual justice.” 

“We join our brother bishops to challenge everyone to come together, particularly with those who are from different 

cultural backgrounds. In this encounter, let us all seek greater understanding amongst God’s people. So many peo-

ple who historically have been disenfranchised continue to experience sadness and pain, yet they endeavor to per-

severe and remain people of great faith. We encourage our pastors to encounter and more authentically accompany 

them, listen to their stories, and learn from them, finding substantive ways to enact systemic change. Such encoun-

ters will start to bring about the needed transformation of our understanding of true life, charity, and justice in the 

United States. Hopefully, then there will be many voices speaking out and seeking healing against the evil of racism 

in our land.” 

“As we anticipate the Solemnity of Pentecost this weekend, we call upon all Catholics to pray and work toward a new 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for a supernatural desire to rid ourselves of the harm that bias and preju-

dice cause. We call upon Catholics to pray to the Holy Spirit for the Spirit of Truth to touch the hearts of all in the 

United States and to come down upon our criminal justice and law enforcement systems. Finally, let each and every 

Catholic, regardless of their ethnicity, beg God to heal our deeply broken view of each other, as well as our deeply 

broken society.” 

May 29, 2020 

http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts-bulletin-insert.pdf


May 31. 2020 

WASHINGTON – Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles and president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has issued a statement on 
George Floyd and the protests in American cities that have taken place over the 
last several days. This follows the Friday statement from seven U.S. bishop chair-
men of committees within the USCCB. 

Archbishop Gomez’s full statement follows: 

The killing of George Floyd was senseless and brutal, a sin that cries out to heav-
en for justice. How is it possible that in America, a black man’s life can be taken 
from him while calls for help are not answered, and his killing is recorded as it 
happens? 

I am praying for George Floyd and his loved ones, and on behalf of my brother 
bishops, I share the outrage of the black community and those who stand with 
them in Minneapolis, Los Angeles, and across the country. The cruelty and vi-
olence he suffered does not reflect on the majority of good men and women in 
law enforcement, who carry out their duties with honor. We know that. And we 
trust that civil authorities will investigate his killing carefully and make sure 
those responsible are held accountable. 

We should all understand that the protests we are seeing in our cities reflect 
the justified frustration and anger of millions of our brothers and sisters who 
even today experience humiliation, indignity, and unequal opportunity only be-
cause of their race or the color of their skin. It should not be this way in Ameri-
ca. Racism has been tolerated for far too long in our way of life. 

It is true what Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, that riots are the language of 
the unheard. We should be doing a lot of listening right now. This time, we 
should not fail to hear what people are saying through their pain. We need to 
finally root out the racial injustice that still infects too many areas of American 
society. 

But the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing 
is gained by violence and so much is lost. Let us keep our eyes on the prize of 
true and lasting change. 

Legitimate protests should not be exploited by persons who have different val-
ues and agendas. Burning and looting communities, ruining the livelihoods of 
our neighbors, does not advance the cause of racial equality and human digni-
ty.   

We should not let it be said that George Floyd died for no reason. We should 
honor the sacrifice of his life by removing racism and hate from our hearts and 
renewing our commitment to fulfill our nation’s sacred promise — to be a be-
loved community of life, liberty, and equality for all 

Statement of U.S. Bishops’ President on George Floyd and the 

Protests in American Cities 

USCCB Statement re: George Floyd & National Protests 

http://usccb.org/news/2020/20-83.cfm
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