
 
 

St. John the Evangelist  
Catholic Church 

          October 17, 2021 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--Parish Office is open--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
Deacon Emeritus 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Larry Niekamp 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm 

2  
 Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am  (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

       Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 



THE ‘MIRACLE OF THE SUN’ IN FATIMA: 

This past Saturday, here at Saint John the Evangelist, some Parishioners planned the Rosary remem-
bering the Miracle of the Sun.  I would like, in a few words, to remind you, dear Parishioners, what 
happened on that special day promised by Our Lady to the three young shepherds. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared for the first time on May 13,1917 in Fatima, Portugal. She asked 
them to come six times to the place of the apparition. During the last three apparitions, Our Lady 
promised the children the last time that she would appear, in October, she would effect a miracle that 

everyone would see and thereby believe.  Lucia had repeated this promise to others and the news of it had spread like 
wildfire throughout the whole country. Think of it, being warned ahead of time that a very great miracle would hap-
pen, not a hundred years from now, but within the next thirty days. The expectation, the anxiety of waiting for this 
tremendous sign weighed heavily on the believers, especially on the children’s families.  Unbelievers sneered at the 
prediction and the enemies of the Church called it a huge hoax that the Church was trying to put over on the people. 
For them, October the thirteenth would be a day of great celebration, the day when the hoax would be revealed and the 
Church would completely be discredited. 

The families of the three visionaries were very much worried. The closer the day came, the more they insisted with 
Lucia that she give up this dream of hers. They would all have to suffer because of her imagining. Her father scolded 
her often, though he never struck her. Her mother was also against her, but, later, aligned herself with her daughter 
Lucia, and said: “If my daughter dies, I will die at her side.” On October 12, the mother suggested that she and Lucia 
should go to confession, since, if they were going to die on the next day, they would be prepared for death.  Lucia told 
her mother “You may well go to confession, but I trust the Madonna”. One rumor was going around that they would 
place bombs at the Cova da Iria to scare everyone that went there. Some people suggested that their mothers lock the 
children in a room until they recanted and denied the whole story. We did not speak of it in front of Lucia, but we 
were frightened and we wondered what was going to happen to us. We did not know what to do.  While relatives and 
family members of the visionaries were at loss knowing not how will all this end, the children showed no fear at all, 
regardless of the pressure and discouragements the children were facing.  The children were positive that the Lady will 
do what she promised to do tomorrow.” 

Priests, too, were discouraging the children. The Pastor of Porto the Mos came with one of his parishioners. He want-
ed to make the children contradict themselves but they were firm and determined about the truth. 

On the morning of October 13, 1917, fear and panic prevailed in Fatima. Rain was pouring from the heavens, a sad 
beginning for the glorious day promised by Our Lady and the children. The rain, however, did not dampen the spirits 
of the many thousands of people who came from every section of Portugal to witness the miracle promised. Even the 
daily newspapers, until then, so inimical to the happenings at Fatima, sent reporters to the scene. And for days after-
wards, they carried long articles on the unusual events.  Here is what a newspaper reported: 

“Nearby communities, towns and villages, emptied of people,” said the reporter for O Dia, a Lisbon newspaper, “ for 
days prior to the thirteenth, groups of pilgrims traveled towards Fatima. They came on foot, buskins on their brawny 
legs, food bags on their heads, across the pine groves, where the cowberries seem like drops of dew upon the verdure, 
along the sands, where the windmills rotate. A slow and swaying gait swung the hems of their skirts from side to side 
and waved orange kerchiefs upon which sat their black hats. 

Workers from Marintha; farmers from Monte Real, Cortes and Marrazes, women from distant hills, the hills of Sou-
bio, Minde and Lourical; people from everywhere whom the voice of the miracle had reached, left their homes and 
fields and came on foot, by horse or by carriage. They traveled the highways and the roads, between hills and pine 
groves, for two days these came to life with the rolling of the carriages, the trot of the donkeys and the voices for the 
pilgrims. 

“All night long and into early morning, a light, persistent rain fell, it soaked the field, saddened the air, and chilled to 
the bone the men, women and children and the beasts plodding their way towards the hill of the miracle. The rain kept 
falling, a soft, unending drizzle. Drops trickled down the women’s skirts of coarse wool or striped cotton, making 
them as weighty as lead. Water dripped from the caps and broad. Brimmed hats onto the new jackets of their suits for 
seeing God.  The bare feet of the women and the hobnailed shoes of the men sloshed in the wide pools of the muddy 
roads. They seemed not to notice the rain.”   (to be continued next week…)  

Pastor’s Page 

Fr. Bernardin’s Joke from Last Week’s Homily 

Three (greedy) men of the cloth--a Catholic Priest, a Baptist minister and a Jewish Rabbi were discussing how the  
they would divide the Sunday/Sabbath collection between God and themselves.  The Priest was the first to speak, 
“I’ll draw a line down the middle of the Sanctuary, toss the money up in the air and whatever falls on the right side 
of the line is for God and whatever falls on the left side is for me.” The Baptist minister said, ”I’ll draw a circle in 
the middle of the Sanctuary, toss the money up in the air and whatever falls inside the circle is for God and whatev-
er falls outside the circle is for me.”  The Rabbi invited the two clergymen to accompany him outside.  There he of-
fered up his plan.  “What I would do with the money is this; toss it up in the air and whatever God catches is His and 
whatever falls on the ground is MINE.” 



Deacon Jack’s Homily -- “Service is the Path to Greatness” 

Have you ever been summoned by a boss or by a court?  When you are “summoned”, do you think it is time to act, pay 
attention or just shrug it off?  The Gospel writer guided by the Spirit used the phrase Jesus “summoned the disciples”.  

Jesus said you know the rulers over the Gentiles lord over them and the great ones of Israel who make their authority over 
others felt but it shall not be so as among you, should cause all of us to pause and reflect upon what Jesus is teaching 
here.  Jesus is specifying how the people of God and that includes us today should behave as opposed to the people of this 
world.  And sometimes it seems the Gospels portray the Apostles as not really having a clue. They say and do things that 
earn them a rebuke from Jesus or a lesson on how they should act and treat everyone.  I mean, here are the people Jesus 

chose to spread the Gospel to the world! 

Jesus, how about putting me and James in the top places of honor in your Kingdom says John.  John, the same John our Parish is named 
after, Saint John the Evangelist, is busted for trying to set himself above the other Apostles.  Bad form as Captain Hook would say.  How 
can someone who created the most beautiful and deep reflection on the life and teachings of Jesus fall to the level of someone who just 
wants to be famous by sitting next to Jesus in Heaven? 

John is human.  Saint John the Evangelist has the same human imperfections that we all have. 

Perhaps the Holy Spirit who guided the creation of the Gospels wanted the readers to see that the Apostles who walked with Jesus were not 
yet the Saints we admire so much, the Saints we name our Parish Churches after in their honor. They were just men who had to learn the 
ways of Jesus, the ways of God’s Kingdom. They learned on the job and we have a similar opportunity to learn by listening and  acting on 
the Word of God.  What did they learn?  Jesus gives them the answer today:  Whoever wants to be great among you will be your serv-
ant.   

When I was working, I was assigned to be a lead in one of the engineering teams, and Kevin, one of the British engineers on a project was 
on my team.  Kevin was the most humble yet capable engineer I had ever met.  Everyone submitted their designs for review by the peer 
group and Kevin stood out as the best example of a reviewer.  He never put you down or told you how his idea was so much better than 
yours.  When he found something in your design that wasn’t right, he would just start with:  I would have thought, explain his concern and 
ask you what you what do you think?  All of us produce better designs listening to his “I would have thought”.  This was the service Kevin 
gave to everyone. 

Now another engineering group hired a young engineer who was focused on getting ahead instead of actually designing anything.  He came 
to me perhaps because his lead was not impressed to ask – How do I get promoted?  Who should I get to know better so they will help me?  
What is the secret to becoming a manager here?  My answer was: make yourself indispensable.  Produce working designs on time while 
helping others with their problem areas.  Like the rich man in the Gospel last week, his face fell and he went away sad as he didn’t want to 
help others, just himself.  Eventually he left the company.  A few years later, his resume came across my desk.  He had bounced around 
other companies and was again looking for a job.  We were not interested in having him again. 

Our own company had fallen on hard times and management said they were closing the West Coast operation.  We scattered out to other 
companies. I moved to Sacramento and a few years later I heard that Kevin had joined a large, hugely desirable company in the Bay Area, 
you may have heard of them, they design this, my iPhone.  Working on their engineering team is quite an achievement and I am sure Kevin 
is still going about helping everyone at Apple. 

I used my story here to contrast people like Kevin who include service to others in their life with those who just look after  themselves.  In the 
Kingdom of God and in our struggle here on earth to bring about that Kingdom, those who are admired are the ones who decide they will 
serve others out of  Charity in their hearts, out of Love for God, out of Love for a fellow human being in need. 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta comes to mind.  Mother Teresa didn’t capture our attention by amassing great wealth, by acting in big screen mov-
ies, by excelling in sports or by modelling the latest fashions, she took in the poorest of the poor.  She told others who wanted to build the 
Missionaries of Charity a big beautiful building for their accommodations that it must be like the places of those they serve so visitors would 
feel comfortable visiting them.  Mother Teresa found people lying in the streets, dying and took care of them.  Dressing their wounds, feed-
ing the starving, attending to the dying as a slave would serve their master.  She didn’t just listen to Jesus words; she wen t into action to 
respond to them. 

Jesus told us that He did not come to be served but to serve.  He gave everything on the Cross for us and He continues to serve us every-
day by offering His body soul and divinity in the Eucharist.  Do we realize what an extraordinary gift the Eucharist is to us?  After receiving 
the Eucharist, do we ask ourselves, Jesus has come to serve me, how am I becoming the servant to others? 

Let me give you another way to look at Communion.  The pandemic has changed how we interact with each other in order to slow down the 
rate of infecting people.  Before the pandemic, when you walked up to you friend, your close friend, a man would offer his hand in friendship 
and a woman would usually offer a hug to her friend.  It was automatic and we are slowly getting back to that, but think how you would have 
felt before the pandemic if you offered your hand and your friend did not offer his back?  Even if your friend did acknowledge you but when 
you asked your friend for help, asked him to work with you and he avoided commitment, what would you think?  When we come forward at 
Mass to receive Holy Communion, Jesus not only offers His hand but His body, soul and divinity.  The suffering servant Isaiah speaks of 
justifying our sins; it is our guilt Jesus bears as He hangs on the Cross. 

Will we not work with God, serving others to establish the Kingdom here in this world? 

Will we avoid commitment while still desiring a place of honor? 

The Church is an instrument Jesus uses to offer service to others.  Serving the assembly here in the Liturgical Ministries and Ministries that 
clean the Church, the vestments and liturgical cloths.  Serving the poor by listening to their calls for help in the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
and visiting them to see how we can help.  Serving the widow and homebound, bringing them hope in their isolation. These are just some 
examples of how we can answer the call of Jesus to serve others. 

The Church teaches that we cannot buy our way into Heaven, that decision is up to God, but perhaps the rooms in the Father’s house are 
not all equal. Jesus told the disciples that He would go and prepare a room for them and He decides where our room will be.  Isn’t it worth 
doing the most you can do here on earth serving others to secure a room figuratively with a view? 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and 
email address 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for October 17, 2021 

Parishoner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Week of:                             (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

 

   
 October 10, 2021            $9,627      $10,365         ($738) 

Weekly Adoration 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some time with Jesus on Wednesdays          

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed beginning at 4:10 pm. 

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED 
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit 
our website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or contact 

Deacon Jack or Deacon Keith through our 
“baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

As we journey along the way of the cross, let us offer these petitions to our loving God: 
 

  For the Church:  that we embrace both the dying and the rising in our daily lives and grow into a fuller sharing 
of new life in Christ.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For the Synod on Communion, Participation, and Mission:  that we may open our hearts to Holy Spirit and     
participate in furthering the life and mission of the Church.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For a deeper identification with Christ:   that, in times of temptation, we may look to Christ, Who was tempted 
in every way but Who remained the faithful Child of God.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For the grace of detachment:  that God will free us from the bonds of our egos and attachment to power and 
prestige so that we may make service of others our priority.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all with mental or emotional illness:  that God will grant them strength, guide them to life-giving resources, 
and help them to live life fully.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are ill:  that God will suppress the Coronavirus, heal the sick, and strengthen all who are caring for 
the sick or who are seeking a cure.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives, and friends, that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let 
us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                             LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and 
for the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord.  

                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, we offer these prayers to You through the intercession of your Son, Jesus Christ, our patient 

friend, who lives and reigns with You in unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.   Amen. 

Thank you for your continuing support of St. John’s Parish!! 



Please pray for the soul of  JUDI EVERS, wife of  
John, mother of SJE Parishioner Traci Gospodnetich    

and grandmother of SJE Parishioner/Alumna                      
Jenica Gospodnetich, who passed away on                            

Monday, October 11th. 

Funeral services are pending.  May God grant her eternal 
rest and strengthen and comfort her family.                  

May she rest in peace.  

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Geoff Carter, Alicia Cortez,  
Corrine Davidson, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Rick DiRegolo, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, 
Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, Anthony Gabriele, Frank Gianattasio, Ella 
Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom 
Karras,  Shams Kian, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer Martin, Arielle 
McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Marie Murillo, Michael Niekamp, Tony Nolasco, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, 
Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff  Reynolds, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Robert Scholtes,     
Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Hank Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, 
Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Theresa West, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP is Open!!  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  
     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

celebrated THIS SUNDAY,  
October 17th at 1:30 pm in our Church 

  

 Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

SJE Choir Rehearsal 

Calling all SJE Choir Members, past, present, and       
potential, to attend our next rehearsal on:                        

Wednesday, October 20th, at 7pm  
We will begin our preparations for Advent.  

For questions, please email Bill Becker at  

music@sjecarmichael.org  

Let’s sing!!!   

Monthly Healing Mass 

In Memoriam 

SJE School SUPER RAFFLE 

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP  
IS NOW OPEN 

 

AFTER OUR 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 

Eucharistic Ministry Help Needed 

It’s time for our first BIG Fundraiser of the year:       

                                                               
 
 

$2,500  Grand Prize  
$500  2nd Prize                                                          
$250  3rd Prize 

               
Tickets are $10 each; one book of 10 is $100.                   

Purchase through SJE School (916) 481-8845              

Drawing is on Saturday, October 23rd at Trunk or Treat!  

Registered at St. John’s Parish??? 

Please help us account and update your information for all of 
our members of this great faith community!! 

We are blessed to have over 2,500 Parish Families and Individ-
uals registered at St. John the Evangelist Parish.  Early on, dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, committees of volunteers tried to 
reach out to ALL our Parish Families and Individuals.  Through 
the volunteers’ efforts, we realized that, unfortunately, many 
of the contact phone numbers as well as street addresses we 
had were no longer valid (roughly 40%).  We also discovered 
that we did not have some email addresses (although, many 
now have signed up for our SJE Flocknotes). 

To update or register your current information with our Parish, 
please complete the “Registration/Change of Address” strip 
located on the lower portion of the front page of our Bulletin 
and drop in the Mass collection baskets or Offertory Boxes, or 
call us at (916) 483-8454, stop by our office, drop in the mail or 
send an email to us at office@sjecarmichael.org.  We want to 
make sure you know we are here for you and that we are able 
to get ahold of you in times of need.  Thank you and God bless! 

Georgeanne McGagin’s Funeral Date 

The Funeral Mass for long-time SJE Parishioner and   
volunteer GEORGEANNE MCGAGIN, wife of     

Dave Mitchell, will be held on Friday, November 5th at 
11 am with the recitation of the Rosary at 10:30 am                    

in St. John’s Church. 

 

St. Padre Pio said, “You don’t have to be worthy;      
you only have to be willing.” 

Are you willing? Are you willing to allow Christ further 
into your heart by giving His precious Body of Christ to 

the faithful?   
That means, we need Eucharistic Ministers to serve the     

precious Body of Jesus Christ to the faithful.  
You must be a practicing Catholic, in good standing, over 18 

years to qualify. 
Please call BERNADETTE HICKS - (916) 483-8454 or email her at  

eucharisticministry@sjecarmichael.org 



 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
October 18-23, 2021  

 
 

Monday:  St. Luke, Evangelist 
6:30 am  Mary Gibbs † 
8:30 am  Mary Mentel (I) 
 

Tuesday:  St. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, 
and Companions, Martyrs 
6:30 am  Ernest Caballero † 
8:30 am  Salem and Judy Lozano-Jammal’s 25th       
Wedding Anniversary 
 

Wednesday:  St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 
6:30 am  Peter David Heiman † 
8:30 am  Mary Washington (I) 
 

Thursday:   
6:30 am   Fr. Edgardo (I) 
8:30 am   Irene Gonzales † 
 

Friday:  St. John Paul II, Pope  
6:30 am    Judi Evers † 
8:30 am    John Paul Bernabe † 
 

Saturday:  St. John of Capistrano, Priest 
8:30 am    Mary Gibbs † 

Mass Intentions 

Monday:  2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Lk 
10:1-9 

Tuesday:  Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-10, 
17; Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday:  Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday:  Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53 

Friday:  Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-94;  

Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday:  Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9       
Sunday:  Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-6; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-
52 

 Readings for the Week 

Religious Education 

October 17, 2021 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

  Our catechists will be delighted to again join their ambitious students on 
Sunday, October 17, in the St. James Hall. Now on October 18, we should 
all focus on St. Luke the Evangelist who wrote a greater volume of the New 
Testament than any other single author, including the earliest history of the 
Catholic Church. The Catholic Church and many denominations venerate 
St. Luke the Evangelist as being a patron saint of artists, bachelors, physi-
cians, surgeons, bookbinders, farmers, and others.     

  It has been documented that Luke was born in Antioch, Syria, a Greek   
by birth and a physician by profession.  Most historians consider Luke to 
be a Gentile, although by 58 A.D, Luke fully converted to Christianity. He 
was a close friend of St. Paul and accompanied him on many of St. Paul’s 
missionary journeys. Actually, Luke first joined the company of St. Paul on 
his second missionary journey in Troas, and together they evangelized 
Greece and Rome. St. Paul called Luke, his “beloved physician”, who was 
the only companion of St. Paul’s who did not abandon him in Rome for the 
two years of imprisonment before his brutal death. Much of Luke’s inspira-
tion in his Gospel came from his close association with St. Paul. Also, in 
Luke’s own Gospel, he said that he came to know Jesus by talking to eye-
witnesses about the events in Jesus’ life, death and Resurrection. Thus, 
after hearing these stories, he wrote his Gospel, so that others would come 
to know and love Jesus. Scholars of archeology and ancient literature have 
ranked him to be one of the top historians of this period. His outstanding 
Greek prose and technical accuracy in relaying the accounts of Jesus’ life 
and the missionary journeys of His Apostles have been annotated by nu-
merous modern historians. 

  Luke’s Gospels often focus on the poor and on social justice. He includes 
the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man who ignored him. In Luke’s Gospel 
are Jesus’ words “Blessed are the poor” instead of “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit.”  Also, in Luke’s Gospel, in Mary’s Magnificat she proclaims that God 
“has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away emp-
ty” (Luke 11;52-53). In addition, Luke retells the story of the Prodigal Son, 
who was welcomed back by his overwhelmingly happy father. Essentially, 
Luke’s Gospels focus on our beloved Jesus, who loves the poor and wants 
heaven’s door to be open to all. Additionally, when Luke compiled his third 
Gospel, he described at great length the infancy of Jesus, and he empha-
sized the prayerfulness of the Lord in His mercy.  

  Although Luke never married, he greatly respected the women in Jesus’ 
life. For example, it is only in Luke’s Gospel, that we are introduced to the 
woman who disrupted a feast by washing Jesus’ feet with her tears. It is 
only in his Gospels that we hear the story of the Annunciation, Mary’s visit 
with Elizabeth, which included the Magnificat, the Presentation, and the 
story of Jesus’s disappearance in Jerusalem. The Scriptural parts of the 
Hail Mary were spoken during the Annunciation.  

  Tradition attributes that the history of the beginnings of our Catholic 
Church are found in the Third Gospel of Luke and his Acts of the Apostles. 
In Luke’s writings, he clearly saw the continuity of the Church from the time 
of Jesus to its later expansion into the world of the Gentiles. Luke related 
how the Holy Spirit descended on Pentecost to guide the Church in under-
taking new ventures. 

  Finally, not only was Luke a person with library prowess, but he was also 
a physician whose medicinal expertise healed many during his missionary 
journeys. Luke was an accomplished artist, who was the first icon painter. 
He likewise portrayed many human characters in his venerated portraits of 
the Virgin Mary and Child, Our Lady of Vladimir, and the Black Madonna of 
Czestochowa. Similarly, Luke painted Saints Peter and Paul, and he illus-
trated a Gospel book with a full cycle of miniatures. Curiously in depictions 
of St. Luke, he is usually depicted with an ox or bull with wings.  

  St. Luke died in Boecotia, Greece, at the age of eighty-four. We celebrate 
on October 18 St. Luke’s service to our Church, and we should always 
remember how his Gospels help us to know and love Jesus.  

All Parishes throughout the Diocese are asked to participate in 
Special (Second) Collections throughout the year.     

October 23/24, 2021 - World Mission Sunday 

Next Weekend’s Second Collection 

For Parishes in Sacramento - Use of Masks:  
1.  Face coverings shall be worn, regardless of vaccination sta-
tus, over the mouth and nose, in all indoor public settings, 
venues, gatherings, and workplaces. The exceptions are:         
a.  Persons who are working alone in a closed office or room;                         
b.  Persons who are actively eating and/or drinking;                  
c.  Persons who are specifically exempted from wearing face 
masks pursuant to other CDPH guidance.      

2.  No face covering is required outdoors, regardless of vac-
cination status. 

 MASK Update - Diocese 

OUR PRAYER:  GOD, YOU CHOSE ST. LUKE TO REVEAL IN HIS PREACHING AND 
WRITING YOUR LOVE FOR THE POOR. GRANT THAT WE MAY PERSEVERE IN ONE 
HEART AND ONE MIND TO HEAR YOUR GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION.  AMEN 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                              jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

Religious Education Prayer (Con’t)  

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


From our K of C ‘Paladin’ Friends... 

Save the Date -11/4/21- Steve  Patton 

2021 Sacramento Life Center Gala 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you for 
your continued support, which allows us  to help 

the poor and needy in our neighborhood. 
 

  SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from 8 am to 10 
am if you find yourself in need of food.   Everyone is welcome 

and meat, fresh veggies and fruits are in abundance!                    
If you can, SVdeP could use top ramen, mac ‘n cheese, and 
spaghetti pasta.  As fall/winter approaches, we could also 

use canned items, i.e. soup, chili and veggies.    

We need only Plastic Bags as our supply of Brown Paper 
Bags overflowth.  Thank you! 

       

Donations can be left in the “Giving Wing” or in the  
Chapel Narthex on weekdays. 

 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Wear a Mask!  Stay safe! 

SVdP Donation Truck Date 

CLEAN OUT YOUR DRAWERS! YOUR CLOSETS! YOUR 

GARAGE! 
 

Bundle Weekend and the St. Vincent de Paul Truck            
are coming! 

 

The dates:  Saturday, October 23rd and Sunday, October 24th 

 

The times:   Saturday: 2:00-5:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00-12:00 pm (or earlier if truck is full) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please donate gently used clothing and household items but they 
cannot accept any electronic equipment. 

For more information, please contact Pam Johnson  
at (916)-716-6228   

ONE OF OUR DEDICATED FOOD LOCKER VOLUNTEERS, MIKE DENSON, 
PASSED AWAY SUDDENLY IN SEPTEMBER.   MIKE WAS, AS STATED SUC-

CINCTLY BY FOOD LOCKER LEADER, TOM HENDERSON, “...A GREAT GUY, A 
CHEERFUL SELFLESS TIRELESS WORKER, HE WILL BE GREATLY MISSED”.  

ALL OF US WHO WORKED WITH MIKE SAY “AMEN” TO THAT.                  

 MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE.   

I’M NO WILDLIFE EXPERT, BUT I THINK THIS MONKEY MIGHT BE DRUNK. 
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