
 
 

St. John the Evangelist  
Catholic Church 

         December 5, 2021 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--Parish Office is open--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
Deacon Emeritus 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Larry Niekamp 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm 

2  
 Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am  (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

       Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 



 

“On the twofold coming of Christ” of which the first coming is Christmas, I am using the 
catechetical instruction by St. Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop from the Liturgy of the Hours - 

Advent Season for the Second Sunday of Advent.  Please enjoy. 
 

“We do not preach only one coming of Christ, but a second as well, much more glorious than the 

first.  The first coming was marked by patience; the second will bring the crown of a divine king-

dom. 

In general, what relates to our Lord Jesus Christ has two aspects.  There is a birth from God before the ages, and a 

birth from a virgin at the fullness of time.  There is a hidden coming, like that of rain on fleece, and a coming    be-

fore all eyes, still in the future. 

At the first coming he was wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger.  At his second coming he will be clothed in 

light as in a garment.  In the first coming he endured the cross, despising the shame; in the second coming he will be 

in glory, escorted by an army of angels.   We look then beyond the first coming and await the second.  At the first 

coming we said:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  At the second we shall say it again; we shall go 

out with the angels to meet the Lord and cry out in adoration:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

The Savior will not come to be judged again, but to judge those by whom he was judged.  At his own judgment he 

was silent; then he will address those who committed the outrages against him when they crucified him and will re-

mind them:  You did these things, and I was silent. 

His first coming was to fulfill his plan of love, to teach men by gentle persuasion.  This time, whether men like it or 

not, they will be subjects of his kingdom by necessity.  Malachi the prophet speaks of the two comings.  And the 

Lord whom you seek will come suddenly to his temple:  that is one coming. 

Again he says of another coming:  Look, the Lord almighty will come, and who will endure the day of his entry, or 

who will stand in his sight? Because he comes like a refiner’s fire, a fuller’s herb, and he will sit refining and 

cleansing. 

These two comings are also referred to by Paul in writing to Titus:  The grace of God the Savior has appeared to all 

men, instructing us to put aside impiety and worldly desires and live temperately, uprightly, and religiously in this 

present age, waiting for the joyful hope, the appearance of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Notice how he speaks of a first coming for which he gives thanks, and a second, the one we still await. 

That is why the faith we profess has been handed on to you in these words:  He ascended into heaven, and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ will therefore come from heaven.  He will come at the end of the world, and the created world 

will be made new.” 

God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 

Pastor’s Page 

Fr. Bernardin’s Joke of the Week 

"Oh, well, soap only works when it is applied."  A soap manufacturer and a Pastor were walking together 
down a street in a large city.  The soap manufacturer casually said, "The Gospel you preach hasn't done 
much good, has it?  Just observe.  There is still a lot of wickedness in the world, and a lot of wicked 
people, too!"   

The pastor made no reply until they passed a dirty little child making mud pies in the gutter.  Seizing 
the opportunity, the Pastor said, "I see that soap hasn't done much good in the world either; for there 
is much dirt still here, and many dirty people are still around."   

The soap man said, "Oh, well, soap only works when it is applied."  And the Pastor said, "Exactly!  So it is 
with the Gospel."  



 Deacon Keith’s Homily (December 5, 2021) 

2nd Sunday of Advent  (Cycle “C”): 

This weekend, we light the second candle of the Advent wreath.  This candle represents faith.  The 
first week’s candle represented hope; next week’s candle represents joy, and the fourth candle of 
the Advent wreath reminds us of peace.  Again, this week’s candle is faith.  Candles are an important 
part of our liturgical celebration as both signs and symbols of realities unseen.   Our most prized   
candle is the Easter Candle – lit at the Easter Vigil – this candle brings the light of the resurrection to 

a dark church.  Baptism candles commission the newly baptized as members of Christ and sharers in being light to 
the world.  Our candle that vigilantly stands at the tabernacle reminds us of the mystery of Christ’s presence    
especially in the Eucharist.  But isn’t a candle without a flame just wax and a string?  Faith! 

Without a doubt, most of us would agree that there is a faith issue in the world.  However, we cannot make the 
mistake and say that people do not have faith.  Faith, like hope and love are infused virtues which all people 
share.  Throughout history, including today, people are inclined by God’s grace to come to know Him, hope in His 
promise, and become united in Him as one’s who strive to love like Him.  This reality is spoken in Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians when he says, “I am confident that the One who began the work in you will continue to complete 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  The day of Jesus Christ is where we come to a unitive relationship with Christ  
Jesus.   Also, throughout history, and including today, many of us, inclined by God to come to know Him and the 
path to freedom in knowing Christ Jesus, are burdened by our shared failures of the world.  We are led down the 
“way” to a faith in things and attitudes where hope and love can never be known.  We become enslaved – never 
knowing the Holy freedom that is love. 

I can reflect on my life and I recall the times of spiritual enslavement.  I am often called to reflect on those times.  
Like God who always gives us inclinations to participate in His glory, the world, through the memories and old 
habits that were formed from past influences and worldly desires, also tries to entice us to journey down roads 
that we know lead to dead ends.  Many of our brothers and sisters still struggle to know the difference.  These 
negative inclinations are most often brought about by fear.  Distorted desires to covet and possess or even fear of 
losing that which we coveted.  The Gospel passage provides a vision of those two roads:  the road to nowhere, 
and, the road to freedom.  The beginning of the passage provides the political leaders whose faith resides in their 
own wealth and power.  Through their power, they set up dividing lines to control through fear those who they 
enslave to maintain that which the leaders covet.  They instilled a sense of fear and victimhood in people, pitted 
man of goodwill against man of goodwill.   All of these – the influencer and the influenced - are weighed down 
with excesses of “things” (physical) or weighed down with an excess of “fear” (psychological).  They are both   
unable to journey on a path toward hope and love.  We can only imagine the despair that filled the land at the 
time of the Gospel.  Yet, we see many forms of this in the world today – wax and string but no flame.   Many 
struggle to know the path to joy and peace. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His paths.”  This is the path, the way we are called to journey.  The 
road we are led down is the one where we follow Christ Himself.  It is on this road where we experience the final 
two candles of Advent, joy and peace.  This is the road that God has, for all times, draws us to faithfully walk.   
The First Reading from Barach provides a vision of God’s faithfulness.  By the very words of God, the lofty moun-
tains are made low.  The passage continually lists all that comes from God, all that is remembered by God, and 
especially it tells us of God’s work to bring us back.  “For God is leading Israel in joy by the light of His glory.”  How 
do we find that Road? 

John proclaimed a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sin.”  Repentance in Greek – metanoia – better 
defined as a “change of heart.”  Living in the joy and peace of knowing God’s love sounds so wonderful.   Why is a 
change of heart so difficult?  Why do we keep falling?  The cloud of that shared sin that covers the world and   
cripples our freedom.  That cloud of sin distorts our intellect and will.  This causes us to struggle to clearly see the 
flame of true faith.  Some of our brothers and sisters, raised in so dark of situations, will never know the inclina-
tion to look for the true flame because of the burden imposed on their freedom.  But all of us need to know that 
God continues to work to lead us to His Son.   

God continually works to free us from that which we covet and fear.  God continually invites us to walk the path.  
We celebrate Advent every year to remind us of His promise to dwell among us and lead us on the way.   We    
the Eucharist every week to remind us of our unity with the One who is love.  It is in all of this!  It is in the seasons 
of the liturgical year, it is in the sharing of the Word, it is in the forgiveness by our God in the Sacrament of        
Reconciliation.  It is in the love of family, friends and enemies.  And it is in a little flame fed by the wax and the 
string that no matter where the gentle wind may blow it, it always points up.   



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and 
email address 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for December 5, 2021 

Parishoner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Week of:                             (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

 

   
 November 21, 2021        $7,153      $10,365      ($3,212) 
 
 November 28, 2021        $8,002       $10,365     ($2,363)  

Weekly Adoration 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some time with Jesus on Wednesdays          

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed beginning at 4:10 pm. 

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED 
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit 
our website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or contact 

Deacon Jack or Deacon Keith through our 
“baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

While we faithfully wait for the coming of the Messiah, we raise our prayer and petitions, knowing the life 
and love promised by our God: 
  For the Church:  that it may be a sign of God’s faithfulness, love, and joy in the midst of despair and hopelessness.   
Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For bishops and priests:  that those who share in the ministerial priesthood may faithfully lead others to union with 
God through celebrating the Eucharist and nurturing community life.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are called to live and speak the truth:  that they may courageously witness to the way of Christ when  
confronted by the powerful of society.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For this community of faith:  that our love for others may grow in depth and sincerity and that God’s work in us may 
bring us ever closer to God.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all children:  that the hope that fills their hearts this season may become firmly planted within them and sustain 
them throughout life's journey.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are experiencing a rough time in life:  that God will open opportunities for those who lack work, give  
comfort to those who are grieving, and guidance to those who have lost direction or purpose.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives, and friends, that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for the 
intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord.  

                                                     LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

Loving God, source of our faith, hope, and love, hear these prayers and answer them according to Your 

will, not ours.   We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 



Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Catherine Bellavance, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Geoff 
Carter, Alicia Cortez,  Corrine Davidson, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Rick DiRegolo, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, 
Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, Anthony Gabriele, Frank 
Gianattasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Ka-
navalchuk, Tom Karras,  Shams Kian, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer 
Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Marie Murillo, Michael Niekamp, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, 
Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff  Reynolds, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Rena 
Scherman, Robert Scholtes, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Shirley Stone, 
Hank Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Theresa West, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 

Immaculate Conception Mass Times SJE Choir Rehearsal 

Calling all SJE Choir Members, past, present, and       
potential, to attend our next rehearsal on:                        

Wednesday, December 15, at 7pm  

—NO CHOIR REHEARSAL THIS WEDNEDSDAY,        

DECEMBER 8;                                                

SEE YOU AT MASS— 

For questions, please email Bill Becker at  

music@sjecarmichael.org  

Let’s sing!!!   

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 
 

AFTER 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 
 

THE 2022 ST. JOSEPH MISSAL HAS ARRIVED. 
 

ADVENT CANDLES, NATIVITY SETS AND HOLIDAY GIFT 
ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE NOW! 

Please help us account and update your information along with 
all of our members of this great faith community!! 

We are blessed to have over 2,500 Parish Families and Individ-
uals registered at St. John the Evangelist Parish.   With that, we 
have discovered that some of our Parishioners’ contact phone      
numbers, addresses and emails have been changed over the 
years and are no longer valid. 

To update or register your current information with our Parish, 
please complete the “Registration/Change of Address” strip 
located on the lower portion of the front page of our Bulletin 
and drop in the Mass collection baskets or Offertory Boxes, or 
call us at (916) 483-8454, stop by our office, drop the form in 
the mail or send an email to us at office@sjecarmichael.org.   

We want to make sure you know we are here for you and that 
we are able to get ahold of you in times of need.   

Thank you again for all you do for us at SJE Parish and God 
bless! 

A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham  

Join St. John's Sisters in Faith this Wednesday,                  
December 8th at 5:30 pm in the St. James Hall.  

We will discuss the Solemnity of the Immaculate       
Conception before the 7:00 pm Mass.  

All women of the Parish are welcome.  

For questions, contact Pam at kpaeljohnson@gmail.com 
or  916-716-6228. 

Registered at St. John’s Parish??? 

 

Wednesday, December 8th is the Feast Day of                    

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE          
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (Holy Day of Obligation)                                             

Mass Times:  6:30 am, 8:30 am and 7 pm                      

Sisters in Faith Meeting 12/8/21 

While a broken life is placed in the hands of 
Jesus, it will become perfect after his blessing 
and breaking. 

Regarding the two miracles of feeding the 5,000 
and the 4,000 respectively, Jesus broke the 
bread.  The verb “break” (eklasen) here is a 
symbol of sharing.  Jesus firstly gave the bread 
and fish to the disciples and then they distributed the food to 
the crowd.  As a matter of fact, Jesus is not hierarchical but 
to strengthen the faith of his disciples in order that they could 
witness to Jesus in the future.  In addition, the disciples also 
learned from Jesus how to share the grace of God. 

The church is a piece of miraculous bread that Jesus shares 
with the world until the end of time.           Fr. Abraham Chiu 

With  Much Appreciation... 

THANK YOU to everyone (especially the Knights of Columbus 
Council 4970 and St. Vincent de Paul members) who helped 
us the morning of Tuesday, November 30th, with the “clean 
out” of Mercy Hall. 
It was huge undertaking made easy and quick with all of the 
help everyone provided!!   
It was an outstanding community effort!! 
Your efforts are greatly appreciated!!   
 

--Ken Macdonald, Building Committee Chairperson 

Sign on a Church bulletin board: "Merry Christmas to 
our Christian friends.  Happy Hanukkah to our Jewish 

friends.  And to our atheist friends, good luck.    

Wit and Wisdom 



 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
December 6-11, 2021  

 

Monday:   St. Nicholas, Bishop 
6:30 am   P. J. Pugliese † 
8:30 am   Bob (I) and Lee (I) Akers (63rd Wedding 
Anniversary) 
 

Tuesday:  St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
6:30 am   Robert (I) and Marjorie (I) Lilly and Family  
8:30 am   Gerylyn Rojo (I) 
 

Wednesday:   THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  (Holy Day of Obligation) 
6:30 am   Andrea Adams (I) 
8:30 am   John † and Josie † Pellegrino  
7:00 pm  Shirley Stone (I) 
 

Thursday:   St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
6:30 am   John Lubecki (I) 
8:30 am   Mary Mentel (I) 
 

Friday:   Our Lady of Loreto 
6:30 am   Flora Pugliese †  
8:30 am   Sam DeCarlo † 
 

Saturday:  St. Damasus I, Pope 
8:30 am    Gerald Rojo (I) 

Mass Intentions 

 Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12
-14 
Wednesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-
12; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16,  
18-19; Mt 17:9a,10-13 
Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 
3:10-18 

Religious Education 

December 5, 2021 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

All Parishes throughout the Diocese are asked to participate in 
Special (Second) Collections throughout the year.      

December 11/12, 2021 - Retirement Fund for      
Religious 

Next Weekend’s Second Collection 

 MASK Update - Diocese 

For Parishes in Sacramento - Use of Masks:  
1.  Face coverings shall be worn, regardless of vaccination sta-
tus, over the mouth and nose, in all indoor public settings, 
venues, gatherings, and workplaces. The exceptions are:         
a.  Persons who are working alone in a closed office or room;                         
b.  Persons who are actively eating and/or drinking;                         
c.  Persons who are specifically exempted from wearing face 
masks pursuant to other CDPH guidance.      

2.  No face covering is required outdoors, regardless of       
vaccination status. 

Religious Education (Con’t) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  On Sunday, November 28, the students in our CCD program blessed 
our Advent Wreath, which has been a popular Christian custom since 
the 1600’s. The Advent Wreath is a circle of evergreens representing 
the never-ending love of God for us. There are always four candles 
placed on this wreath.  The three purples candles, or white candles tied 
with purple ribbons, represent our need as children of God to prepare 
for the coming of our Savior. The remaining pink candle, or white candle 
tied with pink ribbon, reminds us to be joyful for the coming of the Lord, 
which is fast approaching. As we were celebrating the First Week of 
Advent, we lit the first of the candles tied with purple ribbon. After the 
Advent Blessing, all the children in the Kindergarten, First, Second, and 
Third Grades also began constructing their own family wreaths made 
out of paper. 
  Happily on Monday, December 6, we should all celebrate the Feast 
Day of St. Nicholas of Myra (St. Nicholas of Bari), whose legends have 
become closely associated with our Christmas Season. St. Nicholas 
was born in the city of Patara, which is a port on the Mediterranean Sea 
in Asia Minor in the Holy Roman Empire. He was born on March 15, 
270, into a wealthy Christian family. According to one account, his fa-
ther’s name was Epiphanius, and his mother’s name was Johanna. 
Even as a young child, Nicholas loved God more than anything, he 
studied hard, he prayed often, and followed Jesus by helping the poor, 
and the sick. When Nicholas’s parents died, he distributed all their 
wealth to the poor. As he matured, Nicholas’s uncle, who was the Bish-
op of Myra, recognized his nephew’s calling and ordained him as a 
priest. Actually, later on, Nicholas also became the Bishop of Myra.  
  St. Nicholas has always been one of the most popular saints of Chris-
tendom.  He is the patron saint of several countries including Russia 
and Greece. Likewise, he is the patron saint of bakers, sailors, brides, 
grooms, coopers, archers, children, the falsely accused, brewers, phar-
macists, pawnbrokers, and many other groups. 
  Truly, Nicholas was always very generous to the poor. Once he heard 
that a devout widower, who had become poor, planned to abandon his 
three daughters, who lived with him. As he had no money for his daugh-
ters’ doweries, they would never be able to marry, and he did not have 
any money to support them. Hearing about the plight of these girls, 
Nicholas not wanting to be seen, crept at night to this man’s home and 
threw a bag of gold through an open window. Immediately, after retriev-
ing the bag of gold, the father arranged a marriage for his oldest daugh-
ter. After this wedding, Nicholas threw a second bag of gold at night into 
the same window. Although their father was overjoyed, he could not 
sleep. He really wanted to know who was helping him, so he locked the 
windows and watched the door for two nights. Being the generous man 
that he was, Nicholas dropped a third bag of gold for the youngest 
daughter through the chimney of the father’s house. This time the happy 
father of the girls caught Nicholas in his act of charity and fell to his 
knees thanking Nicholas. Nicholas ordered the father not to tell anyone 
about his gift giving. It is believed that on December 6, Nicholas also 
visited the children with admonitions and gifts in preparation for the 
coming of Christmas. He dropped coins into the shoes of those who left 
them out for him. 
  Numerous stories are told about St. Nicholas from his home in Turkey 
to Russia. Through the centuries, countless stories about St. Nicholas 
have been passed on from the northern parts of Europe, and then to 
Germany, France, and England. In our country, the Dutch tradition re-
garding St.Nicholas (Sinterklaas) was brought to New Amsterdam by 
the Dutch. Celebrating Sinterklaas in New York existed in the early set-
tlements of the Hudson Valley.  Our well-known Santa Claus is a       
derivation of St. Nicholas. 

 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                     jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

OUR PRAYER:  ST. NICHOLAS WAS SO THANKFUL FOR THE LIFE THAT GOD 
HAD GIVEN HIM THAT HE COULDN’T STOP GIVING JOY AND HOPE TO OTHERS--
-NO MATTER HOW FAR HE HAD TO TRAVEL OR HOW MANY ROOFS HE HAD TO 
CLIMB!  LET US SHOW OUR GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S GIFTS BY GIVING TO     
OTHERS ESPECIALLY TO THOSE IN NEED.  AMEN. 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


Buffy (Romanazzi) Thanksgiving Greetings 

SJE Christmas Mass Schedule 

The Seminarians’ annual Christmas Gathering will be held 
on Wednesday, December 15th.   

In previous years, the Diocese has been asked when this 
gathering will take place in order for delivering of        

Christmas cards and greetings. 
There are two ways to drop off the Seminarians’ Christmas 
cards prior to December 10th:  1.  Diocese of Sacramento 

Office of Priestly and Religious Vocations, 2110 Broadway, 

Sacramento, CA 95818.  Please call first (916) 733-0258  if 

dropping off in person; or 2.  SJE Parish Office, between 
9:30 am - 4 pm weekdays.  We will forward them to the 

Diocese of Sacramento. 
For more information, please contact the Diocese            

Vocations Office (phone number listed above). 
 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support of our Seminarians! 

Christmas Cards for Seminarians St. Vincent de Paul 
 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you for 
your continued support, which allows us to help   

the poor and needy in our neighborhood 
 
 

 

  SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from 8 am to 10 
am if you find yourself in need of food.   Everyone is welcome 

and meat, fresh veggies, and fruits are in abundance!  

      The Kids Can Campaign, which is a program where 
cans of food are collected at local schools, was very               

successful this year and, at this time, the Food Closet        
is at capacity.  Your support is so appreciated and                       

never taken for granted.   

St. John’s Parishioners are the BEST!!  

      
 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Wear a Mask!  Stay safe!   

Included in your November/December envelope packet    
is an envelope for St. Vincent de Paul.  Please take a    

moment to make a donation; all donations are                
appreciated.  Envelopes may be placed in the collection 

basket at weekend Masses.  Thank you!! 

End-of-Calendar-Year Giving 

Many individuals will make charitable contributions late in 
the calendar year to take advantage of tax benefits.  In 
order to do so, checks must be dated and envelopes post-
marked on or before December 31, 2021. 

If you are in a position to make end-of-year 
contributions, please consider our Parish,    
St. John the Evangelist, as a beneficiary of 
your support. 

Please contact SJE Parish Office (916) 483-8454 for more 
information.  

Word has 
reached 

Buffy that 
her faithful 
followers 
at SJE 

were ask-
ing for a 

2021  
Happy 

Thanks-
giving 
photo.  

Never 
wanting to 
disappoint 
her fans, 
her publi-
cist has 
sent out the official fan club photo taken by her talented 
groomer following her beauty and coiffure treatments on 

Thursday, November 18, 2021.   

Buffy said to wish everyone a Blessed and Happy 

Thanksgiving. — Joe (and Elizabeth) Romanazzi 
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