
 
 

St. John the Evangelist  
Catholic Church 

         December 26, 2021 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--Parish Office is open--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
Deacon Emeritus 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Larry Niekamp 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm 

2  
 Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am  (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

       Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 



 

THE END:  Dear Parishioners, everything that has a beginning has also an end.   By that fact we 
started the year 2021 and we are about to finish this year in six days.  You start a movie and you 
know that the end will come.  It might be a good end or bad end, leaving you in suspense or   
complaining about how it didn’t end well, but, like it or not, it is the end and you can’t do any-
thing about it.  A child starts a school, knowing that one day he or she will graduate and start a 
new life that will end as well one day. 

We were all born one day here on earth and we know, without a doubt, that one day we will die.  
(To be more polite, gentle or smooth, we say, “we will pass on”.) 

In this changing world made by seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years, centuries...what is the Most 
Important thing in Life that we should do before passing on?  The Blessed Virgin Mary gave an answer in       
Medjugorje when she said:  “If you have God, you have everything, if you don’t have God, you have nothing.”  
We worry too much about preserving our lives here on earth, by eating healthy, exercising, going to the doctors, 
but, deep in us, we know that one day we will lose them, no matter what.  By these facts:  that COVID-19 has    
taken so many lives and hasn’t finished with us yet.  The hurricane in Kentucky recently leveled so many houses, 
took so many lives in a short period of time.  In this world, things change rapidly and we don’t have control over 
them. 

If you have God, you have everything:  Christ came to this world so that we may know God, love Him and serve 
Him. 

If you know God, you know that God created you and God loves all those He created:  If God loves you, it doesn’t     
matter what people may say about you.  When people think that they are not loved, they get depressed, feel       
unwanted and sometimes commit suicide.  This is a very dangerous attitude that can lead you to eternal              
condemnation, exactly where the devil wants you.  Please never do such a thing. 

When you have God, you know why you are here:  Jesus told us to love God and our neighbor.  This is the        
summary of the entire law.  There is so much hatred in our world today, and it is all over the world.  Wars, ethnic 
cleansing, shootings, even on the highways; our court system is over-loaded trying to solve these issues, but it is 
going nowhere. Well, if we know God and we know this might lead us to hell, we would change so that we may be 
saved.  Remember nothing in this world escapes God’s sight.  Even what is whispered, will be spoken on the    
rooftop.  Jesus put it also in a simple way, that, if a man sees a woman with lust, he has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. This is the  reason why we need to be very careful on what we say, think and do. 

When you have God, you have a home to look forward to:  Our lives will change, not end, reminds us of Jesus.  We 
will rise to everlasting rewards and everlasting condemnation.  It is all our own choice to make. We will be eter-
nally gone so much longer than we have ever lived here.  As the Blessed Virgin Mary put it in a simple way in  
Medjugorje:  “Our life here on earth is like a blink of an eye compared to eternity”.  We need to be on the good 
side, God’s side, not the evil side.  In the Kibeho Appar ition and the Medjugor je Appar itions as well, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary took some visionaries to Heaven, hell and Purgatory so that they could tell us about the     
differences.  Nobody in their right mind would like to go to hell.  I saw people tortured by the devil here on earth 
during an exorcism in Medjugorje; believe me, it is the worst one might have to go through.  If this isn’t bad 
enough, tortures in hell are way, way too much worse.  Sister Faustina, too, was shown hell and she describes it in 
her diary, entry number 741. 

If you don’t have God, you have nothing:   Nobody can answer those very important questions such as, where  
am I from?  The answer can be I don’t know, I am an accident, nobody knows me or loves me.  I am good for 
nothing.  This leaves a room of depression. Of sinning, of hurting others and even killing themselves… 

What am I to do here?  Nothing. Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you may die.  No joy, no purpose in life, no 
future at all.  What a miserable life... 

Where am I to go?   Nowhere.  But there is a place and it is not a good one.  In hell with the devil as your         
companion and this will be for all eternity. 

Remember, dear Parishioners, Heaven is your choice and hell is your choice. 

The Gospel we have heard today is a very clear example of how life in hell is compared to life in Heaven.   Jesus 
came so that we may have a good choice.  He gave us everything, including His own life.  Don’t harden your heart 
as do so many people who do not go to Church.  

Jesus is the way, Jesus is the truth, Jesus is the life.  Nobody goes to the Father except through Him. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2022 
 

God bless,  Father Bernardin MUGABO 

Pastor’s Page 



 Fr. Bernardin’s Homily (December 26, 2021) 

HOLY FAMILY:   (The Most Holy Family of JESUS, Mary and Joseph)     

“Family” is a place where each member can feel happy, take rest, have consolation after working or 
traveling. Nothing is better than a good family.  But, sometimes, there are misunderstandings      
between the family members.  One can have a disobedient child, one can have an unreasonable 
parent, and parents may not get along.  Instead of becoming a place of peace and rest, it can       

become an insecure place for its members, even separation can happen.  

That is why today’s Readings give us an example of the Holy Family.  It is the task of the family to lead the child 
into the large community and to teach him/her its traditions.  

As you heard during your marriage ceremony, children are a gift from God to you.   A gift from this life to be the 
joy of your young years and help and comfort you in your old age, but above and beyond that, they are a gift, 
which you must do all in your power to return to God.  You must make them good citizens of this world, but you 
must never forget that God gave them to you to make them citizens of Heaven also.  Some modern parents say 
that children will make up their own mind about religion.  Children today will, of course, make up their own 
minds when they grow up, but, if they are exposed to the life of the Christian community in their childhood, they 
will have a basis on which to make their decision.  Children need guidance.   To grow, a seed begins somewhere. 
You make a choice in what you know.   

Where God is forgotten there is no fullness of happiness for man; where the peace of Christ does not reign, 
there is a good chance that strife and hostility may abound.  Where there is no faith and hope in a future life, 
the present world is all people have and it may be hell on earth. 

The family of Nazareth is the ideal family for us:  the family of Nazareth is the holiest that ever lived on earth.  
No family can ever hope to be as perfect as this one was, but every family must strive to imitate it. 

A.  In Joseph, the father of the family has his model.  He worked at his carpenter’s bench to provide             
the necessities of life for his wife and for the child Jesus.   He could not always give them all he would         
wish for them, but he did what he could, gladly and humbly.   Fathers, if you carry out faithfully the              
task God has given you, if you provide for and protect your wife and your family God has committed                              
to your care, you will make the headlines in the world to come, your name will be written in the Book             
of Life. 

B.  Mothers of families.   In Mary, you have the perfect example of who you should strive to follow.               
She was a dutiful, faithful wife and an ideal and loving mother.  She had days of happiness and peace;                                                                                                                                                       
she had days of sorrow and anxiety, sorrow that culminated at the foot of the cross on Calvary, but               
she accepted it, as God's will for the salvation of the world.  You too, will have joyful days but you will        
have your days of anxiety and your days perhaps of worry--worries which will not end, till you draw             
your last breath.  But think of your model; turn to Mary for courage and for help.  She can and will get           
you the strength you need to keep going on the road of motherhood.   Like her, you too have a great           
task to perform for God.  Remember, you are the heart of your family.  You have the eternal salvation             
of your family in your hands. 

       C.  Children.   Your duty in the family is to love, honor and obey your parents.  And your model is none           
other than Jesus of Nazareth who, though He was God, made Himself subject to Joseph and Mary. He         
who was God has sent you an example which you must follow.   Your obedience will never be as per-                   
fect as His, but it can and should be as perfect as you can make it, and be a comfort and consolation               
to your parents.  Remember always what they have done for you in your infancy when you could not           
help yourself.  Remember what they have done and are still doing for you in order to make you fit to           
take your place in this life and in the next.   Show your thankfulness and appreciation.   They love you           
and wish you the best.   Show your appreciation now while you have them.   A child doesn’t stop being       
your child even when he or she causes you to worry, nor do you stop being a parent in bad times.   

God told us through Isaiah “Can a parent forget their children?”   Of course not.  Parents, love your children; 
they will love you too.  Today is a day for asking blessings from and for our families. 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and 
email address 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for December 26, 2021 

Parishoner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Week of:                             (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

 

   
 December 12, 2021      $11,910       $10,365        $1,545  
 
 Religious Retirement     $2,756           N/A             N/A 

  

Weekly Adoration 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some time with Jesus on Wednesdays          

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed beginning at 4:10 pm. 

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED 
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit 
our website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or contact 

Deacon Jack or Deacon Keith through our 
“baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Loving God, You created us to be Your own.  Help us to turn to You as a child turns to a parent.  With    
confidence in Your love for us, we ask You to hear these prayers. 
 

  For the Church:  that it might welcome all of God’s children with the love and tenderness of a parent, despite all our 
differences.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For our government leaders:  that they might make haste to enact laws and enforce policies that benefit all,            
especially the most vulnerable among us.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For a deepening of prayer:  that the Spirit will guide our families in praying together and help us to listen to God’s 
response in the quiet of our hearts and in our experiences of each day.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all parents, especially mothers, that the Son of Mary will help them to love their children unselfishly and            
encourage them in the Christian way.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For those affected by the devastating tornadoes that hit Kentucky and other states in the South and Midwest, may 
God’s grace protect and strengthen them as they work to rebuild their homes and communities.  Let us pray to the 
Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For an end to the pandemic:  that God will heal the sick, comfort the grieving, strengthen the healthcare workers, 
and guide the vaccine distribution and administration. Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives, and friends, that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for the 
intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord.  

                                                     LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

God, we turn to You with humility.  We ask You to hear these prayers and grant them to us according to 

Your plan.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 



Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, Geoff Carter, Ollie 
Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Corrine Davidson, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Rick DiRegolo, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, 
Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, Anthony Gabriele, Frank Gian-
attasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Ka-
navalchuk, Tom Karras, Reggie Keyawa, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer 
Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Marie Murillo, Michael Niekamp, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, 
Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff  Reynolds, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Rena 
Scherman, Robert Scholtes, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Shirley Stone, Hank        
Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Theresa West, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 

SJE Choir Rehearsal 

Calling all SJE Choir Members, past, present, and       
potential, to attend our next rehearsal on:                        

Wednesday, December 29, at 7pm    
For up-dates, please email Bill Becker at  

music@sjecarmichael.org  

Let’s sing!!!   

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 
 

AFTER 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 
 

THE 2022 ST. JOSEPH MISSAL HAS ARRIVED  
Proceeds benefit St. John’s School 

Please help us account and update your information along with 
all of our members of this great faith community!! 
We are blessed to have over 2,500 Parish Families and Individ-
uals registered at St. John the Evangelist Parish.   With that, we 
have discovered that some of our Parishioners’ contact phone      
numbers, addresses and emails have been changed over the 
years and are no longer valid. 
To update or register your current information with our Parish, 
please complete the “Registration/Change of Address” strip 
located on the lower portion of the front page of our Bulletin 
and drop in the Mass collection baskets or Offertory Boxes, or 
call us at (916) 483-8454, stop by our office, drop the form in 
the mail or send an email to us at office@sjecarmichael.org.   
We want to make sure you know we are here for you and that 
we are able to get ahold of you in times of need.   
Thank you again for all you do for us at SJE Parish and God 
bless! 

Please pray for the soul of                                 
CATHERINE BELLAVANCE,               

mother of SJE Bookkeeper Diane Marshall, who passed 
away on Saturday, December 11th in Canada. 

Her Funeral services will be held in Canada. 
May God grant her eternal rest and strengthen and     

comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.  

In Memoriam 

“Life is Messy” Book by Matthew Kelly 

Registered at St. John’s Parish??? 

St. John’s 2022 Calendars, courtesy of the Diocese of 
Sacramento Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
are available on the Church Narthex tables.  We have a 

limited supply; one Calendar per family, please.  

As a gift from St. John’s Parish, 
the book “Life is Messy” by 
Matthew Kelly will be available 
(for free!) at all our Christmas 
Masses (and after, if copies of 
the book remain). 

Please look for copies of the 
book on the Church Narthex 
tables and take one per family, 
please. 

We plan to have a Parish group 
book discussion in early 2022. 

--Deacon Keith and Pam Johnson 

SJE 2022 Calendars are HERE 

“Thank you” from SJE Altar Society 

A HUGE “THANK YOU” to 
everyone who contributed         

monetarily or donated Christmas 
flowers and plants to honor loved 

ones this Christmas season.   
The Altar and the entire Church has 

been made much more beautiful 
with your most generous donations!! 



 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
December 27, 2021-January 1, 2022  

 

Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (Our Patron 
Saint!) 
6:30 am   Deborah Kassis † 
8:30 am   Robert Robinson † (Marjorie Lilly’s son) 
 

Tuesday:  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
6:30 am   Kathi Hamlon †  
8:30 am   John Lubecki (I)  
 

Wednesday:  Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity    
of the Lord  
6:30 am   Cliff † and Virginia † Burns 
8:30 am   Kathi Hamlon † 
 

Thursday:  Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  
of the Lord  
6:30 am   Glenda Hill (I) 
8:30 am   Jose Montes, Jr. † 
 

Friday:  Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity  
of the Lord  
6:30 am   Robert Robinson † (Marjorie Lilly’s son) 
8:30 am   Oscar Velarde † 
 

Saturday:  SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  
 (NOT a Holy Day of Obligation this year because it   

falls on Saturday)                                                                           
See Mass Schedule on Page 7 

                   Intentions of All Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 

 Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 
20:1a, 2-8 

Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 
2:13-18 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-
35 

Thursday:  1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 

Saturday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-
7; Lk 2:16-21 

Sunday:  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-
3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Religious Education 

December 26, 2021 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

Religious Education (Con’t) 

   

  On December 19, we thoroughly enjoyed our last class together in 2021 
with an inspiring Nativity Play presented by our eighth grade class.  We 
also lit the last candle on our Christmas Advent Wreath, and we ate some 
delicious treats before dismissal. During our break, we plan to share our 
special talents to make someone happy. 

  Happily on December 27, we intend to celebrate the feast day of St. 
John the Evangelist, the Patron Saint of our Parish.  Both St. John the 
Evangelist and his older brother, St. James the Greater, were sons of the 
Jewish fisherman Zebedee and his wife Salome, who was the sister of 
Jesus’ mother Mary.  Out of the twelve Apostles, Jesus chose Peter, 
James, and John to be His most faithful companions. They were all fishing 
partners and one day, while mending their fishing nets, St. John the     
Baptist presented Jesus to them, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God”. 

  By evening, John and James knew that they had found the Messiah. 
This was the starting-point of their entire devotion of heart and soul to 
Jesus, which lasted throughout their lives.  According to the Synoptic  
Gospels, Jesus referred to these two brothers as “Boanerges” or “Sons of 
Thunder.” One Gospel story retells an incident in which these brothers 
wanted to call down heavenly fire on a Samaritan town that refused to 
receive their Master. Jesus was pleased to see them so zealous, but He 
showed mercy and forgiveness toward the Samaritan townspeople. 
Sometimes these brothers tended to be excitable and quick tempered. 

  Historically St. John the Evangelist is frequently referred to as the      
Beloved Apostle. Jesus sent out only John and Peter to arrange the 
preparations for the Passover meal, the Last Supper.  While reclining on a 
couch during this Passover meal, St. John rested his head on the      
shoulder of Jesus, and at the request of St. Peter, it was St. John who 
asked Jesus, who it was that would betray Him.  It was John, James, and 
Peter, the innermost circle of Jesus’ friends, that always stayed and    
suffered with Jesus during the difficult times. They were with Christ in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  However, of the twelve Apostles, St. John the 
Beloved Disciple was the only one to remain at the foot of the cross on 
Calvary.  It was at this time that St. John was given the instruction of  
Jesus Christ to take Mary, His mother, into his care.  Jesus told his    
mother, “Woman, here is your son”, and, to His Beloved Disciple, He said, 
“Here is your mother”.  Actually, Mary Magdalene shared the news of 
Jesus’ Resurrection first to St. Peter and St. John, and after they        
hastened to the sepulchre, although St. John reached the tomb first, he 
allowed St. Peter to enter before him.  During the interval between the 
Resurrection and the Ascension, when Christ appeared on the shore in 
the dusk of morning, St. John was the first to recognize Jesus.  

  After the Ascension, St. John and St. Peter prominently founded and   
guided the early Catholic Church.  They, along with St. James the Greater 
were referred to as “pillars of the church”.  It has been said that St. John 
remained with Our Blessed Mother until after her Assumption.   

  St. John’s later life was spent chiefly in Jerusalem and in Ephesus, and 
he founded many churches in Asia Minor. Tradition says that he was  
imprisoned by the Emperor Domitian, cast into a cauldron of boiling oil, 
but came out unhurt, and was banished to the island of Patmos.  What we 
definitely know is that St. John the Evangelist is the author of the Gospel 
of St. John and four other books of the New Testament--the three Epistles 
of John, and the Book of Revelation.  Thus, one of the main symbols of 
St. John the Evangelist is an eagle because his theology was soaring, and 
his Gospel is the favorite of most scholars.  St. John the Evangelist died in 
Ephesus at a very advanced age outliving his fellow disciples.  When he 
finally became too old to travel and to formally preach, John simply would 
say to those assembled around him, “Love one another.  That is the 
Lord’s command; and if you keep it, that by itself is enough”. St. John is 
called the “Apostle of Charity”, a virtue that he had learned from his Divine 
Master. 

 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                     jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

OUR PRAYER: O GOD, THROUGH ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, YOU 
UNLOCKED TO US THE SECRETS OF YOUR WORD.   GRANT THAT WHAT 
HE HAS SO EXCELLENTLY POURED INTO OUR EARS, MAY BE PROPERLY 
UNDERSTOOD.  AMEN 

Text Message/Email Scams 

It’s the Christmas season and text message/email scams are ap-
pearing in greater frequency.  This past week, the Diocese has 
received multiple reports that texts and emails have been re-
ceived from a scammer impersonating Bishop Soto and pastors 
of the Diocese.  The imposter has probably been collecting email 
addresses and mobile phone numbers from resources like parish 
bulletins and related websites.  BE SKEPTICAL AND CLOSELY 
SCRUTINIZE THE ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS YOU RE-
CEIVE IN UNEXPECTED EMAIL AND TEXT MESSAGES. If you are 
not certain the email or text request is authentic, respond to the 
“sender” in person or call the “sender’s office” using the correct   
phone number.  BUT DO NOT RESPOND TO THE IMPOSTER.   

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s) Mass Schedule 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you for 
your continued support, which allows us to help    

the poor and needy in our neighborhood 
 
 
 

  SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from 8 am to 10 
am if you find yourself in need of food.   Everyone is welcome 

and meat, fresh veggies, and fruits are in abundance!  

  The St. Vincent de Paul Conference wishes you and your 
family, “A Happy 2022 New Year!  

and, Goodbye 2021!” 
      
 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Wear a Mask!  Stay safe!   

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!          
To all our WONDERFUL  

SJE PARISHIONERS 

WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US WITH YOUR OFFERTORY 
DONATIONS BY MASS, MAIL, ONLINE, OR            

AT THE SJE OFFICE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
 

We at St. John’s deeply appreciate your generosity, 
especially in these challenging times. 

In Appreciation 

Solemnity of Mary  
 

Vigil Mass  
 

(Friday, December 31): 
5 pm  

 
 

Solemnity of Mary  
Mass  

(Saturday, January 1):            
8 am and 10 am  

 
 

(NOT a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 

Concerning evangelization, Jesus never had to 
coax people to join the church.  Regarding   
vocation, Jesus did not only report the good 
and avoid the bad to the disciples.  He, in addi-
tion to all good things, he also manifested the 
cross to the disciples. 

About entering the kingdom of heaven, Jesus 
clearly said: “the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and men of violence take it by force.” 

The literal translation of “suffered violence” (biazetai) is 
“obtained by violence.” The kingdom of heaven, in fact, is 
not a violent group. What Jesus called “suffered violence” 
refers to the individual’s determination to repent. It is not 
easy to go back from a sinful life to the eternal. The process 
might go through tearing, sweating, and even bleeding. This 
strong force is the repentance of facing one’s sinful life. 

Faith is not used to coax people, but to live out the death 
and resurrection of the cross event.         Fr. Abraham Chiu 

A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham  

For Parishes Statewide - Use of Masks:                                        
One Month Mandate                                                                    

per California Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
1.  Face coverings shall be worn, regardless of vaccination   
status, over the mouth and nose, in all indoor public 
settings. The exceptions are:          

a. Persons younger than two years old. 
b. Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition 

or disability that prevents wearing a mask.  This includes 
persons with a medical condition for whom wearing a 
mask could obstruct breathing or who are unconscious,              
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove a mask        
without assistance. 

c. Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with 
a person who is hearing impaired, where the ability to see 
the mouth is essential for communication. 

d. Persons for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to 
the person related to their work, as determined by local, 
state, or federal regulators or workplace safety guidelines.                           

 MASK Update (12/15 -1/15/22) Diocese 

An elderly woman walked into the local Catholic Church. 
A friendly usher greeted her at the door and helped her 
up the flight of steps. 
”Where would you like to sit?” he asked. 
“The front row, please,” she answered. 
“You really don’t want to do that,” the usher said.  “The 
Pastor is really boring with his long Advent Homilies!” 
“Do you happen to know who I am?” asked the woman. 
“No,” said the usher. 
“I’m the Pastor’s mother,” she replied indignantly. 
“Do you know who I am?” the usher asked. 
“No,” she said. 
“Good.”                   --(Early Bulletin Deadline of 12/16/2021) 

Fr. Bernardin’s 12/12/21 Joke... 

Diocesan MAIL THEFT 

--Message sent out on Flocknotes December 16, 2021 
 

Between November 14th and 18th,  P.O. Box 189370 
used by the Diocese for Special Collections was broken 
into at the post office and all the mail was stolen,      
including many checks. 
If you had sent any checks to that P.O. Box the prior 
week (November 7 through 14), please be on the look-
out for fraudulent activity.  If you find evidence of 
fraud, please contact Glenn Faulkner, Security         
Coordinator for the Diocese at (916) 733-0277 or              
gfaulkner@scd.org. 
Again, this is only for mail sent to P. O. BOX 189370 
 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.  If 
you have any questions, please contact us at the       
Diocese Catholic Foundation Office, (916) 733-0266 
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