
 
 

St. John the Evangelist  
Catholic Church 

         January 30, 2022 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--Parish Office is open--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
Deacon Emeritus 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Larry Niekamp 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm 

2  
 Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am  (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

       Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 

St. John the Evangelist Church Bell Tower ( 3rd Photo)                                                
as photographed by Fr. Abraham Chiu 



 Guest Columnist’s (Pastor’s) Page 
 

  --Thank you, THANK YOU, Joe ROMANAZZI for helping me out time and time again; this 
time while I was quarantined since testing positive for COVID... 

                               God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 
 

                                               By:  Joe Romanazzi, 

                                          SJE Guest Columnist 

  

                            Magnets and God Both Attract, Draw and Pull 

                                       
 

We all know about the scene of the miraculous catch of fish in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus is walking along the 

shore of Lake Gennesaret when He comes across Simon Peter and his brother Andrew. They are witnesses 

to the miraculous catch of fish. After the miracle comes the call from Jesus who says, “Do not be afraid; from 

now on you will be catching men.” They abandoned their nets and followed Him. Walking on, He saw James 

and John, the sons of Zebedee and called them too, forming the first nucleus of disciples. Like a strong 

magnet, they were being drawn toward Jesus to continue His spiritual mission.  

The Wall Street Journal published an article in their October 18, 2021 edition dealing with magnet fishing. I 

had never heard of magnet fishing before reading the article. It started as a pandemic craze in Europe and is 

now popular in our country. Magnet fishing is using powerful magnets to pull metal out of bodies of water. A 

really good strong magnet, a sturdy rope, gloves, a bucket and hand sanitizer are important magnet fishing 

supplies. Magnets come in different weights and sizes and are measured in diameter and pull force. Mag-

nets can cost a few dollars to hundreds of dollars. A top-notch fishing magnet small enough to hold in one 

hand but with a pull force of thousands of pounds will run more than $250. The magnet fishers say it’s a win-

win hobby: They have fun discovering what’s hiding under the surface, and they are cleaning the environ-

ment by removing trash from the waterways. Bicycles, jewelry, knifes, shopping carts, guns, tools and coins 

and hardware are among the numerous items caught by magnet fishers.  They also catch lots and lots of 

smelly trash and rusty scrap metal which creates a public nuisance mess and a headache for city clean-up 

crews when it is left behind at the end of a fishing trip.  

Much to my amazement there are even magnet fishing jokes. For example: Three men were sitting by the 

side of a lake holding fishing poles with the lines in the water. A Game Warden came up behind them, 

tapped them on the shoulder and said, "Excuse me, but I'd like to see your fishing licenses." "We don't have 

any," replied the first guy. "Well, if you’re going to fish, you need fishing licenses," said the Game Warden. 

"But, officer," replied the second guy, "we aren't fishing. We all have magnets at the end of our lines and 

we're collecting debris off the bottom of the river." The Game Warden lifted up all the lines and, sure 

enough, there were horseshoe magnets tied on the end of each line. "Well, I know of no law against that," 

said the Game Warden. "Take all the debris you want." And with that, the Game Warden left. As soon as the 

Game Warden was out of sight, the three men started laughing hysterically. "What a dumb fish cop," Buster 

said to the other two. "Doesn't he know there are steelhead trout in this lake?"  

Now to get serious again, God’s magnetism flows through all us. It is infinitely more powerful than any      

human magnet on earth. God created us to be drawn to Him—body, soul, and spirit. God wants us, more 

than anything else, to be close to Him. He induces us to come nearer to Him with everlasting love and unfail-

ing kindness. Several Bible verses talk about God drawing us closer. One is Jeremiah 31:3: “I have loved 

you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.”   

My Brothers and Sisters, God gives real meaning to our human lives by working through us and in us. The 

closer we are drawn to His son, Jesus Christ, the more apt we are to draw others closer to Him. This allows 

us to boast we caught a few souls or at least influenced a few souls even though for the time being they got 

away. Either way we are a success in God’s eyes. 

https://www.magnet-fishing.com/best-magnet-magnet-fishing/
https://www.magnet-fishing.com/best-rope-magnet-fishing/


Please pray for Deacon Keith, Pam Johnson and Father Bernardin to return to full health.    

Since Deacon Keith was ill, I served at a wedding Mass last Saturday.  The homily I gave at that Mass was a 
blend of something Deacon Keith wrote and what I added.   It reflects each of our spiritualities on marriage 
while retaining a common theme.   This is somewhat of a parallel to two people who come from different     
families, different family traditions joining in the Sacrament of Marriage to produce a new beautiful blend in 
their own marriage.  As I spoke of this before the marriage to the groom, I joked, shaken, not stirred.  The       

second reading for today from St. Paul is one that can be used at a Marriage Mass, so the wedding homily seemed appropri-
ate for this bulletin insert. 

The unity of a man and a woman that comes from the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, represents to us, to the world, the 
dance of love that forever has been shared by the three persons of the Trinity and the mystical unity of all of God’s creation.  
St. Paul in a letter to the Corinthians said: “God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all,” gives a mystical 
vision of all creation within the universe, bringing glory to God as it works together to provide you and I a home. 

This unity with God came to us in a concrete way when God Himself became man in the person of Jesus Christ.  The incarna-
tion was the wedding between the human and the divine.  It is in this wedding between God and His people that we receive 
the grace to have the unity among us.  In the unifying act of a sacramental marriage, God provides the grace to participate in 
the act of creation in a unique way.  This creative participation is gifted to the world in thespouse’s love for each other and in 
the life of precious children.  All these bring glory to God. 

During the Marriage Sacrament preparation, a couple takes time to understand how the beatitudes are so important in a  
marital relationship.  The Gospel passage reminds us of the rewards offered in the openness to God’s grace offered through 
these paradoxical statements.  We will just look at two of them.  You learned that the first beatitude, the most challenging, is 
the first step toward happiness.  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.  It is in this statement 
that you recognize your poverty and that all you have comes from God.   From this place of gratitude, the preciousness of 
your spouse becomes an unimaginable gift.  The next beatitude we consider is blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall 
see God.  This beatitude reminds you that when your heart is pure toward your love in God, God becomes more visible in all 
parts of your life, especially through the person of your spouse. 

One of the things I recommend a couple read as they prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage is a small book by a Polish play-
wright Karol Wojtyla named the “Jeweler’s Shop”.   The book is actually a three act play that is about the struggles and tri-
umphs of love in the marriages of three couples.  The play reflects the deep Catholic understanding Karol had of marriage 
even though this Polish playwright has never been married.  Karol understands love and marriage from the experience of his 
friends, studying scripture and meditating on God’s word.   

Karol will take a different path in his life than marriage with a woman as he studies for the Priesthood, becoming a priest and 
rising in the Church, receiving the name we all remember – Pope John Paul II. 

I mention this book because in it, the character Andrew proposes to Teresa. It is his proposal that reflects the permanence of 
marriage forged in the Sacrament of Marriage, the permanence of marital love between a man and a woman and the perma-
nence of the love we need to have with God. 

In the book, Andrew says to Teresa – Do you want to be my life’s companion?  He didn’t say do you want to be my wife but 
my life’s companion. 

Do you want to be my life’s companion? 

The words of this question reflect what the ancient writers spoke of in Genesis 1:1  When God created the heaven and the 
earth …. In this beautiful poetic description of God creating all things visible and invisible, God saw that all He created was 
good.  The sun and the stars, the heavens, earth, the seas, the creatures swimming, flying, walking in the forests and man.  
All of creation was good. 

God, however, in Chapter 3 of Genesis says that there is some good in creation that He has not yet added, what could this 
be?   Now Adam has it pretty good in the Garden of Eden.  He has all the water and food he needs; all of the animals get 
along, no taxes, no traffic jams.  Adam walks and speaks to God, face to face. 

What does God have in mind?  Scripture says The Lord God said:   It is not good for man to be alone and this results in the 
creation of a help-mate, a companion for Adam.  A companion to walk in the garden, a companion to talk with at night, a 
companion to love.  The goodness that God added in the Garden was the expression of human love between two people 
who vow to be each other’s life’s companion. 

The Church says that between God the Father and God the Son, there is an eternal bond of Love.   This love shares every-
thing with the beloved.  Everything the Father has – all of creation – is given to the Son.  In creating man in the image and 
likeness of God, a married couple who become each other’s life companion through the years in their marriage, reflect the 
love between the Father and the Son.    

In committing everything you have, everything you are to your beloved throughout your life, you will reflect the love be-
tween the Father and the Son.   In just a few moments, you will freely consent the forever unity to one another.  The rings 
you will give each other today, round, with no beginning and no end, symbolize your journey.  In this unity, you will give glo-
ry to God through the love you share.    

Deacon Jack’s (Wedding) Homily 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and 
email address 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for January 30, 2022 

Parishoner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Week of:                             (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

 

   
 January 23, 2022           $7,496       $10,365      ($2,869) 
 
 

  Many thanks for your ongoing generosity to St. John’s Church!! 

Weekly Adoration 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some time with Jesus on Wednesdays          

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed beginning at 4:10 pm. 

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED 
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit 
our website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or contact 

Deacon Jack or Deacon Keith through our 
“baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Acknowledge that we can do nothing without God, let us offer our prayers to the One who loves us. 
 

  For the Church:  that we may grow in faith, hope, and love, and help others to discover the joy of these virtues.  Let 
us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who have experienced rejection and persecution for being Christian:  that they may persevere in their faith 
and be witnesses to Christ in every situation.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For a greater awareness within this community of our responsibility to be stewards of God’s creation:  that God will 
help us understand the interconnectedness of life and work to preserve the health of the air, water, and land that God 
has created.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For peace:  that the Spirit will inspire world leaders to resolve differences through dialogue and reduce tensions in 
Eastern Europe to avoid violence.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For Catholic Schools:  that the students may grow in their knowledge and love of God and that the schools will give 
witness to the Gospel and be a light in our society.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are ill:  that God’s Spirit will strengthen and restore them, protect the human family from additional 
waves of the pandemic, inspire all who are researching cures, and strengthen all who are caring for the sick.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives, and friends, that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                     LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for the 
intentions of all those whom we promised to pray. Let us pray to the Lord.  

                                                     LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

We ask You, O God, to hear and grant these prayers in Your divine generosity.  We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 



ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, Geoff Carter, Melanie 
Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Corrine Davidson, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Rick DiRegolo, Christine Dudley, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazi-
er, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Martin Fiorino, 
Anthony Gabriele, Frank Gianattasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Mary 
Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Reggie Keyawa, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary 
Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan 
Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Peter Robledo, Aida 
Saca, Ruth Salazar, Matt Sanders, Monique Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Robert Scholtes, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Si-
mental, Lili Simic,     Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Ty Soohoo, Hank Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Theresa 
West, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 

Calling all SJE Choir Members, past, present, and       
potential, to attend our next rehearsal on:                        

Wednesday, February 2, at 7pm 

For choir up-dates, please email              
Bill Becker at  

music@sjecarmichael.org  
 

Let’s sing!!!   

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 

AFTER 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 
 

ST. VALENTINE’S ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE!! 

Proceeds benefit St. John’s School 

We are still receiving a lot of returned offertory envelopes due to 
invalid addresses coming back to the SJE Parish Office. 

To update or register your current, revised information with our 
Parish, please complete the “Registration/Change of Address” 
strip located on the lower portion of the front page of our Bulletin 
and drop in the Mass collection baskets or Offertory Boxes, or call 
us at (916) 483-8454, stop by our office, drop the form in the mail 
or send an email to us at office@sjecarmichael.org.   
We want to make sure you know we are here for you and that we 
are able to get ahold of you in times of need through a phone call 
or email address.   

Thank you again for all you do for us at SJE Parish and God bless! 

Annual Catholic Appeal - Feb. 26th 

Registered at St. John’s Parish??? 

Due to homeless issues, our SJE Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel is locked Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  For 
now, the door will be open Wednesday and Friday for 
Adoration. 

If someone wants to visit our Chapel on the days it is  
locked, they must first call (916) 483-8454 or stop by 
the SJE Office for admittance and the door will be 
locked behind them.  This new procedure is for the 
safety of all concerned. 

            Our new Chapel Door Keypad is ordered... 

Locking of Chapel — Update 

In Memoriam 

K of C Pancake Breakfast -  Jan. 30th 

PANCAKES SERVING TODAY !!               

8:30am-11:30am  

THIS Sunday, January 30th, Members of the   
Knights of Columbus will be hosting  their 

‘famous” pancake breakfast (with 

eggs and more) in the Tralee Center. It will be 
a free-will donation affair with table spacing, sanitizers and 
masks when necessary (available) the call of the morning.  Let’s 
socialize as much as possible, keeping in mind the 
County and Diocese rules  prescribed.      

HAPPY EATING and SEE YOU THERE!! 

Bring God’s tender care to others through the 
Annual Catholic Appeal 

 

25% comes back to our Parish for our own outreach to 
those in need. 

 

On the weekend of February 26, we will have the oppor-

tunity to come alongside those who are suffering through 

the ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL.   Each of our gifts, 

no matter the amount, makes a difference in someone’s 

life.  Catholic Charities can respond to the greatest needs 

in our communities.  Seminarians receive support as they 

prepare to serve our local parishes.  Catholic schools in   

economically-challenged neighborhoods can provide tuition 

assistance.  
 

Last year, 574 donors made donations to the Annual  
Catholic Appeal that brought $21,731 back to St. 
John the Evangelist to support our own Parish         

ministries, our school and our outreach to the community.    

  Please prayerfully consider what you can give this year. 

Please pray for the soul of SJE Parishioner  

DR. JOHN LUBECKI, brother of SJE Parishioners 
Mary Mentel and Elizabeth Lubecki,  

who passed away January 19th.  
His Funeral Mass will be on Tuesday, February 8th at 

10:30 am with the recitation of the Rosary at 10:00 am      
at St. John’s Church.   

May God grant him eternal rest and strengthen and   
comfort his family.  May he rest in peace.  



 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
January 31-February 5, 2022 

   
 

Monday: St. John Bosco, Priest and Religious Founder  
6:30 am   Violet Underwood (I) 
8:30 am   John Lubecki † 
 

Tuesday:   
6:30 am   Fr. Edgardo (I) 
8:30 am   John Storelli † 
 

Wednesday: The Presentation of the Lord 
6:30 am   Mary Mentel (I) 
8:30 am   Galen Ferrel (I) 
 

Thursday:  St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr;  St. Ansgar,    
Bishop  
6:30 am   Jerry Ruocco †  
8:30 am   Kerry P. Vann † 
 

Friday:  (First Friday) 
6:30 am   John Lubecki † 
8:30 am   Mary Mentel (I)  
 

Saturday:  St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr (First Saturday) 
8:30 am   Stephina Fernandez †  

Mass Intentions 

 Readings for the Week 
 
 

Monday:  2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; Mk 
5:1-20 
 

Tuesday:   2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30 — 19:3; 
Ps 86:1-6; Mk 5:21-43 
 

Wednesday:  Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 
2:22-40 [22-32] 
 

Thursday:  1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chr 29:10-12; Mk 
6:7-13 
 

Friday:  Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47, 50, 51; Mk 6:14-29 
 

Saturday:  1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9-14; Mk 6:30-34 
 

Sunday:  Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-
11 [3-8, 11]; Lk 5:1-11 

Religious Education 

January 30, 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org    

  This week, we have Candlemas on Wednesday, February 2, followed by 
the Feast of St. Blaise on  Thursday, February 3, to appreciate.  Candlemas 
is the day on which we celebrate the Presentation of Our Lord in the      
Temple, the Fourth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary.  Actually, this is a        
commemoration of an episode in the early life of Jesus when the humble 
Virgin Mary and Joseph in obedience to Mosaic Law traveled to the Temple 
in Jerusalem to obediently complete Mary’s ritual purification forty days after 
childbirth, and to actually present their first- born male child Jesus to God. 
Traditionally, they were to offer one lamb as sacrifice or two young turtle-
doves or pigeons for those, who were too poor to donate a lamb. Being 
humble, the Holy Family donated two turtledoves. Upon bringing Jesus to 
the temple, there was an elderly and devout man by the name of Simeon, 
who had been promised that he would not see death until he had seen 
God’s anointed King. The Holy Spirit inspired Simeon to go to the Temple 
that day, and when he saw the child Jesus, he took Him in his arms and 
said, “Lord, now I can die content! For I have seen him as you promised me 
I would. I have seen the Savior you have given the world. He is the Light 
that will shine upon the nations, and he will be the glory of your people          
Israel!”  Consequently, on this day, the priest blesses beeswax candles.  
  Early in the morning on February 3, usually during Mass, the priest or  
deacon also blesses the throat of each person with two of these candles, 
which have been joined together in the form of a cross. This blessing may 
be given following the Homily and general intercessions, or this blessing 
may take place at the end of Mass. As the minister touches the throat of 
each person, he asks that through the intercession of St. Blaise that God will 
deliver each person from every disease of the throat and from every other 
illness. Because suffering and illness have recently been among the     
greatest of problems that have troubled our human spirit, it would be       
especially appropriate for us to pray to St. Blaise on Thursday and to attend 
Mass on this special day. 
  Historically, St. Blaise was a physician and bishop in Armenia (modern 
Sivas, Turkey) who is venerated as a Christian saint in many churches 
around the world.  In the medical writings of Aetius Amidenus, it is recorded 
that Blaise assisted many patients especially those who suffered from    
objects stuck in their throats.  Having studied philosophy in his youth, Blaise 
later exercised medicine with good-will and piety.  Blaise not only instructed 
people through words but also through his virtues and his sanctity.  From all 
around people came to Blaise to find cures for their spirit and bodies; even 
wild animals came in herds to receive his blessing. Many people attested to 
the miracles, which Blaise performed. 
  For a time, Blaise retired to a tiny cavern, where he remained in prayer with 
many wild animals.  Then in 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser 
Armenia, Agricola, was ordered by the Emperor Licinius to kill all Christians, 
and so the governor ordered the arrest of St. Blaise. As Blaise was being 
escorted to jail, a mother set her only son, who was choking to death from a 
fishbone which was caught in his throat, at the feet of Blaise, and she    
implored his intercession.  Blaise touched by the mother’s grief prayed, and 
the child was then immediately cured. Also, along the way as the guards of 
the governor continued to lead Blaise to prison, another woman whose pig 
had been seized by a wolf begged Blaise to rescue her pig. Simply, Blaise 
commanded the wolf to return the pig, which it did.  Numerous people were 
amazed as the pig returned to the woman alive and unharmed.  This same 
woman later came to Blaise in prison and brought two candles to dispel the 
gloom of the darkness in his cell.  In the Middle Ages this legend spread, 
and he was often referred to as the “Saint of the Wild Beast”.   
  After Agricola had seized Blaise, he had him interrogated and scourged. 
Unable to force Blaise to renounce his faith, he beat him with a stick, ripped 
his flesh with iron combs, and had him beheaded.  Not only is St. Blaise the 
patron saint of ENT illnesses, sleep apnea, and infants but, likewise, Blaise 
is the patron saint of wild animals, veterinarians, drapers, and wool workers. 
Usually, St. Blaise is portrayed in pictures with two crossed candles in his 
hands, in a cave with wild animals, or he is shown holding steel combs. 

  

OUR PRAYER:  LORD, WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK AND           

SUFFERING, FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THE SICK, AND FOR ALL THOSE 

WHO SEEK THE BLESSINGS OF GOOD HEALTH.   MAY WE ALSO REJOICE IN 

THE PROTECTION OF ST. BLAISE.  AMEN. 

Religious Education Prayer (Con’t) 

Yours in Christ,  
Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                                jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

Please JOIN OUR MINISTRIES 

 Please prayerfully consider joining one (or more) of 
our vibrant SJE Ministries:  

Ministry of the Holy Eucharist, Eucharistic          
Homebound Ministry, Eucharistic Adoration,        

Commentators, Lectors, Altar Serving, Altar Society, 
Music Ministry, Ushers, B’Frienders (Funeral           

Receptions), Offertory Counters,                    
Grounds Maintenance and more. 

Please contact: Deacon Keith Johnson at  
deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org; Deacon Jack Wilson 
at deaconjack@sjecarmichael.org or our Parish Office 

either by phone (916) 483-8454 or email  
office@sjecarmichael.org for more information. 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you for 
your continued support throughout the year, 

which allows us to help the poor and needy in our 
neighborhood.  It is appreciated more                

than you know. 
 
 
 
 
 

  SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from 8 am to 10 
am if you find yourself in need of food.   Everyone is welcome 

and meat, fresh veggies, and fruits are in abundance!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our shelves are full with people food but weekly we get requests 
from our clients for pet food.  If you can, please donate a small 

bag or a few cans of cat or dog food.  

Our furry friends will be grateful!  Meow! Woof! Thank you! 
 

Thank you for your support throughout the year,                      
we couldn’t do this without you. 

 

   YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Wear a Mask!  Stay safe!   

A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

For Parishes Statewide - Use of Masks:  One Month Mandate 
(Extended)  per California Department of Public Health (CDPH) 

1.  Face coverings shall be worn, regardless of vaccination status, over 
the mouth and nose, in all indoor public settings.  The exceptions are:          

a. Persons younger than two years old. 

b. Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition or disabil-
ity that prevents wearing a mask.  This includes persons with a medi-
cal condition for whom wearing a mask could obstruct breathing or 
who are unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove a 
mask without assistance. 

c. Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with a person 
who is hearing impaired, where the ability to see the mouth is essen-
tial for communication. 

d. Persons for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to the person 
related to their work, as determined by local, state, or federal regula-
tors or workplace safety guidelines.                           

St. Vincent de Paul 

It is easy to make bad people so-called holy 
ones by saying yes to their every fault. It is even    
easier to trample good persons into sinners by 
falsely accusing them for what they had not 
done. 

The fake religious leaders knew that their power 
was much weaker than Jesus’, so they slandered 
him: “He is possessed by Beelzebul, and by the prince of  
demons he casts out the demons.” “Beelzeboul” is the name 
of the prince of the devil. The scribes satirized Jesus that he 
was only the inferior of the devil, not the leader.  

Jesus bluntly said that those who blasphemed the Holy Spirit 
were guilty of an eternal sin. In short, anyone against the   
Holy Spirit; is also against the Holy Trinity as well. 

The verb “blaspheme” (blasphēmiai) is interpreted as speak-
ing evil or using abusive language against God. While the 
scribes slandered the Holy Spirit as the prince of demons, this 
action is to deny God that God is the Lord. They are surely 
“guilty of an eternal sin” (enochos estin aiōniou hamartēma-
tos). 

Eternal life is heaven; eternal death is hell. The hell is the 
consequence of the rejection and blasphemy against God. 
That is to say, rejecting God as the Lord is an action of dig-
ging hell for oneself.                                Fr. Abraham Chiu 

Carmelite Sisters’ Luncheon 

Carmichael HART Volunteers  

Carmichael HART is offering a WINTER RESPITE during January 
and February on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays.  The RES-

PITE will be at Carmichael Presbyterian Church.  Any vulnera-
ble and/or homeless neighbors can get a warm meal and a hot 
shower at the Respite.  We at St. John's will be hosting (at CPC on 
Marconi Ave.) on Mondays; February 7, 14, 21 and 28 from 8:30 
am - 1:30 pm.  If you would like to volunteer to help, please call 
or email PAM at (916) 716-6228 or kpaeljohnson@gmail.com.  
In addition, if you know someone who is living on the streets and 
needs a warm meal and a hot shower, refer them to our WINTER 
RESPITE.  Details can be found at www.carmichaelhart.org.   

 MASK Update (12/15/2021-2/15/22)Diocese 

Joke of the Week 

A pregnant woman lapses into a coma.  She awakens and 
frantically calls for her doctor.  “You had twins, a boy 
and a girl.  They’re fine,” he says.  “Your brother named 
them.” 
Oh no, the mother thinks, he’s an idiot.  Expecting the 
worst, she asks, “What’s the girl’s name?” 
“Denice.” the doctor says. 
Not bad, she thinks, I guess I was wrong about him.  
“And the boy?” 
“DeNephew.” 

mailto:kpaeljohnson@gmail.com
http://www.carmichaelhart.org/
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For All Your Real Estate Needs
Glenda Hill
REAL ESTATE AGENT

916.761.7548
glendaahill@earthlink.net

Parishioner since 
1973

CHILDREN &
FAMILY DENTISTRY

“Syringe Free Dentistry - Our Wands® Do The Magic!”
916-961-4522 

M. ARLENITA GOMEZ CRODDY, D.D.S.
DAVID G. CRODDY, D.D.S.

MOTHER & SON TEAM
Personalized Gentle Care • Evening Appointments Available

We Listen & Respond to Your Needs
Conscious Sedation, General Anesthesia and Hospital Dentistry Available

6600 Madison Ave. Suite #12 • Carmichael, CA 95608
In the Madison Dental Center

andy pugno
(916) 608-3065 JesuitHighSchool.org

Sacramento Area
Real Estate
Specialist

and Dedicated
Parishioner

DRE# 01014440

Pam Johnson
(916) 716-6228

pam@bountypoint.com
www.bountypoint.com

Bounty Point Real Estate DJ’s
TIRE AND

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
Fast & Friendly Service

916.944.1704
7705 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael, CA

AUTO
& TIRE

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
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Call Traci Rush
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Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
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Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

See
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Call J.S. Paluch Today!
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