
 
 

St. John the Evangelist  
Catholic Church 

         February 13, 2022 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--Parish Office is open--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
Deacon Emeritus 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Larry Niekamp 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm 

2  
 Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am  (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

       Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH as photographed             
by Fr. Abraham Chiu 



Guest Columnist’s (Pastor’s) Page 

 
 

  --Thank you, THANK YOU, Joe ROMANAZZI for helping me out time and time again; 
this time while I was so, so busy “catching up” and coming back to life. 

                                  God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 
 

                                               By:  Joe Romanazzi, 

                                         SJE Guest Columnist 

 

                                                     Cheap, but Good Pocket Watches                                                                
 

  

                             
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you were in the market for a watch in 1880, would you know where to get one? You would go to a store, 
right?  Well, of course you could do that, but if you wanted one that was cheaper and a bit better than most 
of the store watches, you went to the train station!  Sound a bit funny?  Well, for about 500 towns across the 
northern United States, that’s where the best watches were found.  Why were the best watches found at the 
train station? The railroad company wasn’t selling the watches; the telegraph operator was. Most of the time 
the telegraph operator was located in the railroad station because the telegraph lines followed the railroad 
tracks from town to town.  It was usually the shortest distance and the right-of-way had already been         
secured for the rail line.  Most of the station agents were also skilled telegraph operators and that was the 
primary way that they communicated with the railroad.  They would know when trains left the previous      
station and when they were due at their next station.   And it was the telegraph operator who had the    
watches. As a matter of fact, they sold more of them than almost all the stores combined for a period of 
about 9 years. This was all arranged by “Richard”, who was a telegraph operator himself.  He was on duty in 
the North Redwood, Minnesota train station one day when a load of watches arrived from the East.  It was a 
huge crate of pocket watches.  No one ever came to claim them.  So, Richard sent a telegram to the       
manufacturer and asked them what they wanted to do with the watches. The manufacturer didn’t want to pay 
the freight back, so they wired Richard to see if he could sell them. So, Richard did.  He sent a wire to every 
agent in the system asking them if they wanted a cheap, but good, pocket watch.  He sold the entire case in 
less than two days and at a handsome profit. 

That started it all.  He ordered more watches from the watch company and encouraged the telegraph        
operators to set up a display case in the station, offering high quality watches for a cheap price to all the 
travelers.  It worked!  It didn’t take long for the word to spread and, before long, people other than travelers 
came to the train station to buy watches.  Richard became so busy that he had to hire a professional  watch-
maker to help him with the orders. That was Alvah. The business took off and soon expanded to many other 
lines of dry goods.  Richard and Alvah left the train station and moved their company to Chicago.  For a 
while in the 1880’s, the biggest watch retailer in the country was at the train station.  It all started with a    
telegraph operator:  Richard Warren Sears and his partner, Alvah Curtis Roebuck!   Who knew?  I didn’t,  
until one day, while side-lined by the Coronavirus quarantine, I happened to visit the Sears Archives site and 
read about the company founders.  Later, I read a couple of versions of these musings, which taken          
together served as my inspiration for this article.  

My Brothers and Sisters, Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us, “There is a given time for everything and a time for 
every happening under heaven…” The genius of the entrepreneurship and success of these two men        
enjoyed is undeniable. But clearly, I think that we can all agree the time for Sears being a leader in the retail 
industry has come and gone. We know well that in Christ’s world, humility in God’s service brings its own 
success and lasts forever.  Importantly, it includes the promise of an eternal inheritance. This is a time-
tested fact of our Catholic faith.               

RICHARD ALVAH 



TRUST IN GOD, NOT IN MAN: 
 

The life of those who trust in man is as precarious as that of a shrub growing in the desert;  whereas 

the life of those who trust in God is as sure as that of a tree growing by the waterside. 

The Bible tells us that everything will finish.  The world and everything that belongs to the world will 

finish, but none of Jesus’ words will finish.   

“For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.” (Matthew 5: 18).  It is a calling for us humans to trust and invest in what is permanent.  This is the 

Kingdom of God.   

During the war in my country, Rwanda, people fled to save their lives.  Whatever remained behind such as     

houses, land, personal property or other treasures were destroyed or stolen.  Those who were smart buried them 

in the ground.  But a few months later, water and rust destroyed those things.   

Put your treasure in Heaven where no thieves, no mold, and no rust will affect it.   Jesus reminds us of this often 

in the Gospel.  The difference  between the desert shrub and the tree close to the riverside is that they have no 

choice.  That is a matter of bad luck or good luck.  We have a choice and we can change if we want. 

Where is that Kingdom?  Saint Paul, in the Second Reading reminds us that Jesus, raised from 

the dead/Jesus’ resurrection, is the guarantee of our own.  In each celebration of the Eucharist, we 

proclaim our faith by saying “We proclaim Your Death, O Lord, and profess Your Resurrection until 

You come again”.  If we don’t believe in the Resurrection, in vain would be our faith, in vain would 

be our belief, in vain would be our hope.   The lives we now live in Christ would make no sense if 

they do not include an existence beyond this present one. 
 

How to be Happy?  The Gospel tells us that we should live the spirit of the Beatitudes.  Beatitude 

means  happy, blessed, or fortunate.  The picture of true happiness is so different from the picture 

of happiness  painted by the world, by our friends, our televisions, magazines, and even our          

education and social customs.  These are realities that Jesus lived Himself and He always asks us to 

imitate Him because He is meek and humble of heart.    

Let us see how Jesus changes the vision of the world.   The world says.” Blessed are the 

tough and the strong”, but Jesus says, “blessed are the poor in spirit”; those who put their trust in 

God rather than in money.   Remember that though Jesus was God,  He humbled himself to be like 

humans, even like a slave when He died on the cross.  The world says “Blessed are those who     

hunger for power and  status”.  But Christ says, “Blessed are those who hunger for what is right.”  

To live rightly is what life is about.  The world says “ Blessed are those who show no mercy”,  but 

Christ says, “ Blessed are the merciful, those who forgive and forget because they will receive God’s 

mercy for their own sins”.  The world says, “ Blessed are  the troublemakers and warmongers.”  But 

Christ says, “Blessed are the peacemakers”.  Those who work for a more just society, they are true 

children of God. 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus doesn’t support poverty and suffering.  Poverty itself is not a virtue.    

Poverty for the sake of God is.  Only a relatively small number of Christians are called to take the 

vow of poverty.  All Christians are forbidden to take a vow of wealth, for example, to make the    

acquisition of wealth their purpose in life. 
 

In summary, if you trust in God rather than in humans, you will live the spirit of the Beatitudes, and Jesus will raise 

you up on the Last day.  You will inherit the kingdom of God. 

Fr. Bernardin’s Homily (February 13, 2022) 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and 
email address 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for February 13, 2022 

Parishoner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

 

   
 February 6, 2022         $13,092      $10,365         $2,727 
 
 

  Many thanks for your ongoing generosity to St. John’s Church!! 

Weekly Adoration 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some time with Jesus on Wednesdays          

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed beginning at 4:10 pm. 

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED 
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit 
our website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or contact 

Deacon Jack or Deacon Keith through our 
“baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Let us now stand on this earth as we lift up our prayers to the kingdom of God. 
 

  For the Church:  that the power of Christ’s resurrection may give us vision and perspective for our lives and the    
courage to live for God each day.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For national leaders:   that God will give them wisdom in addressing the issues that challenge society, free them from 
self-reliance, and inspire them to work for the common good.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  May God’s Divine Spirit look after the people of Ukraine during these trying times.  We pray that a peaceful             
resolution be achieved for them and their nation.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For growth in faith:  that we may recognize our need for God in every part of our lives and deepen our trusting      
reliance upon God who provides all that we need for life and wholeness.  Let us pray to the Lord, 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For rain and snow:  that in God’s merciful love may we receive snow to cover the mountains and rain to fill the lakes 
and reservoirs, and moisten our farmlands.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For all who are sick:  that God will restore the sick to health, help all to get good sleep, and strengthen all who are for 
the sick.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives, and friends, that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for the 
intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord.  

                                                     LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

Loving God, hear the pleas of Your people on Earth and prepare for us a place of love and kindness in 
Heaven for all eternity.  Hear our prayers and answer our needs through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, Geoff Carter, Melanie 
Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Corrine Davidson, Russ Davis, John DePiazza, Rick DiRegolo, Christine Dudley, Melissa Duran, Brenda    
Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Anthony     
Gabriele, Frank Gianattasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, 
Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Reggie Keyawa, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary Mandara, 
Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles 
Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Peter Robledo, Aida Saca, Ruth 
Salazar, Matt Sanders, Monique Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Robert Scholtes, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, 
Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Ty Soohoo, Hank Thompson, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Theresa West, Jacqueline 
Whittle, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 

Calling all SJE Choir Members, past, present, and       
potential, to attend our next rehearsal on:                        

Wednesday, February 16, at 7pm 

For choir up-dates, please email              
Bill Becker at  

music@sjecarmichael.org  
 

Let’s sing!!!   

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 

AFTER 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 
 

ST. VALENTINE’S ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE!! 

Proceeds benefit St. John’s School 

Annual Catholic Appeal - Feb. 26th 

Due to homeless issues, our SJE Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel is locked Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  For 
now, the door will be open Wednesday and Friday for 
Adoration. 

If someone wants to visit our Chapel on the days it is  
locked, they must first call (916) 483-8454 or stop by 
the SJE Office for admittance and the door will be 
locked behind them.  This new procedure is for the 
safety of all concerned. 

Our Chapel Door Keypad installation by end of February 

Locking of Chapel — Update 

In Memoriam 

Registered at St. John’s Parish??? 

Bring God’s tender care to others through the 
Annual Catholic Appeal 

 

25% comes back to our Parish for our own outreach to 
those in need. 

 

On the weekend of February 26, we will have the oppor-

tunity to come alongside those who are suffering through 

the ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL.   Each of our gifts, 

no matter the amount, makes a difference in someone’s 

life.  Catholic Charities can respond to the greatest needs 

in our communities.  Seminarians receive support as they 

prepare to serve our local parishes.  Catholic schools in   

economically-challenged neighborhoods can provide tuition 

assistance.  
 

Last year, 574 donors made donations to the Annual  
Catholic Appeal that brought $21,731 back to St. 
John the Evangelist to support our own Parish         

ministries, our school and our outreach to the community.    

  Please prayerfully consider what you can give this year. 

We are still receiving a lot of returned offertory envelopes due 
to invalid addresses coming back to the SJE Parish Office. 

To update or register your current, revised information with 
our Parish, please complete the “Registration/Change of  
Address” strip located on the lower portion of the front page 
of our Bulletin and drop in the Mass collection baskets or 
Offertory Boxes, or call us at (916) 483-8454, stop by our office, 
drop the form in the mail or send an email to us at 
office@sjecarmichael.org.   
We want to make sure you know we are here for you and that 
we are able to get ahold of you in times of need through a 
phone call or email address.   
Thank you again for all you do for us at SJE Parish and God 
bless! 

Please pray for the soul of  

CHRISTINA TOWNSEND, mother of            
Jevin Townsend, daughter of Jeanette Goins and Tim 
Townsend, and niece of SJE Parishioner Clara Salas,             

who passed away on Monday, January 17th.  

Her Funeral Mass will be at ST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
CHAPEL on Friday, February 18th at 10 am and her   

funeral reception will follow at ST. JOHN’S                   
(in ST. JAMES’ HALL) at approximately 1 pm. 

May God grant her eternal rest and strengthen and      
comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.  

Please pray for the soul of longtime SJE Parishioner                              
MATTHEW KRAUS, husband of Agnes 

(deceased 2017) and father of Carol,                         
Susan, Paul, Barbara and Larry,                                          

who passed away on Monday, January 24th. 

His Funeral Mass will be on Friday, February 25th      
at 11 am at ST. JOHN’S CHURCH.   

May God grant him eternal rest and strengthen and     
comfort his family.  May he rest in peace.  



 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
February 14-19, 2022  

 
 

Monday: Sts. Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop 
6:30 am   Jack (I) and Kim (I) Byram and Family 
8:30 am   Robert (I) and Emily (I) Burns 
 

Tuesday:   
6:30 am   Intentions of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
8:30 am   William (Will) Cooney † 
 

Wednesday:  
6:30 am   John Lubecki † 
8:30 am   Msgr. Francis Pellegrino †  
 

Thursday:   The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 
6:30 am   John Lubecki † 
8:30 am   Msgr. Francis Pellegrino † 
 

Friday:   
6:30 am   John Lubecki † 
8:30 am   Msgr. Francis Pellegrino † 
 

Saturday:  BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
8:30 am   William (Will) Cooney † 

Mass Intentions 

 Readings for the Week 
 
 

Monday:  Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76;  
Mk 8:11-13 
 

Tuesday:  Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a; 14-15, 18-19; 
Mk 8:14-21 
 

Wednesday:  Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5; Mk 8:22-
26 
 

Thursday:  Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-7; Mk 8:27-33 
 

Friday:  Jas 2:14-24, 26; Ps 112:1-6; Mk 8:34 — 9:1 
 

Saturday:  Jas 3:1-10; Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8; Mk 9:2-13 
 

Sunday:  1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-4, 
8, 10, 12-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38 

Religious Education 

February 13, 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org    

  Our students in the eighth grade eagerly anticipate receiving the     
Sacrament of Confirmation on March 25.  This Sacrament perfects   
Baptismal grace, incorporating our students more firmly into Christ, 
strengthening their bonds with the Church and her mission to bear   
witness to our Catholic-Christian Faith in words and deeds. Presently, 
these students are focusing on emulating their chosen patron saints.  

  On Monday, February 14, we will be celebrating the Feast Day of  
St. Valentine, the patron saint of love, happy marriages, engaged       
couples, young people, those suffering from epilepsy and fainting, and 
beekeepers and travelers.  St. Valentine is officially known as Saint 
Valentine of Rome.  Not much is known about his young life, but St. 
Valentine was a priest in Rome during the third century, when the 
Emperor Claudius II forbade the practice of Christianity.  Actually, the 
Emperor Claudius II arrested all Christians and then demanded these 
people to renounce their faith and to worship the false gods of Rome.  

  When St. Valentine became the Bishop of Terni, Narnia, and Amelia, 
he was put on house arrest by Judge Magistrate Asterius.  As the 
judge interrogated Valentine, he overwhelmingly pledged the validity 
of Jesus. Then the judge tested Valentine by asking Valentine to   
restore the sight of his young blind daughter.  Judge Asterius vowed 
that he would do anything for Valentine if her sight was returned.  As 
Valentine later placed his hands onto the young girl’s eyes, her sight 
was restored.  Afterwards, Judge Asterius obeyed every one of St. 
Valentine’s  requests.  He broke all the idols of the Roman gods in his 
house, fasted for three days, and finally was baptized with all of his 
forty-four member household.  Later, the judge freed all the Christian 
inmates held in his area prison.  

  St. Valentine was also now freed, so he continued to convert      
people to Christianity.  In addition, he married Christian couples and 
aided the persecuted Christians in Rome and the surrounding areas 
near Rome.  Consequently, St. Valentine was noticed and arrested by 
the forces of Emperor Claudius II in Rome.  Soon, a friendly           
relationship developed between the emperor and St. Valentine.  This 
friendship ended abruptly when St. Valentine tried to convert the   
Emperor Claudius II to Christianity. Claudius furiously became      
enraged and commanded St. Valentine to renounce his faith.        
Immediately, St. Valentine refused to comply with this order, so the 
Emperor Claudius had St. Valentine  beaten, stoned, and beheaded 
in 269.   Legend says that before St. Valentine was killed, he sent a 
farewell note to the young girl who had once been blind, signing it 
“from your Valentine.” 

  Relics of St. Valentine include his flower-crowned skull at the      
Basilica of Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Rome, and a small vessel with 
St. Valentine’s blood in the Whitefriar Street Church in Dublin, Ireland.   
Actually, relics of St. Valentine can be found all over the world.  St.  
Valentine is usually represented in pictures with roses and two birds. 

   Our patron saint, St. Valentine, would be delighted on Valentine’s 
Day if we would try to do something nice for a person who is stressed, 
tell your parents that you love them, and thank God for all that He  
has done for you before you retire at bedtime.  Truthfully, buying   
expensive cards and presents like extravagant perfume and heart-
shaped chocolate candy really obscures the real meaning of         
Valentine’s Day. 

  

OUR PRAYER:  ST. VALENTINE, HELP US TO BE KIND TO ALL THOSE 

IN OUR COMMUNITY, AND TEACH US HOW TO LOVE UNSELFISHLY.  

HELP US TO FIND GREAT JOY IN GIVING AND NOT RECEIVING. AMEN. 

Religious Education Prayer (Con’t) 

Yours in Christ,  
Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                     jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

 Please prayerfully consider joining one (or more) of 
our vibrant SJE Ministries:  

Ministry of the Holy Eucharist, Eucharistic          
Homebound Ministry, Eucharistic Adoration,        

Commentators, Lectors, Altar Serving, Altar Society, 
Music Ministry, Ushers, B’Frienders (Funeral           

Receptions), Offertory Counters,                    
Grounds Maintenance and more. 

Please contact: Deacon Keith Johnson at  
deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org; Deacon Jack Wilson 
at deaconjack@sjecarmichael.org or our Parish Office 

either by phone (916) 483-8454 or email  
office@sjecarmichael.org for more information. 

Please JOIN OUR MINISTRIES 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


This and That... 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you for 
your continued support throughout the year, 

which allows us to help the poor and needy in our 
neighborhood.  It is appreciated more                

than you know. 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from              
8 am to 10 am if you find yourself in need of food.                 

Everyone is welcome and meat, fresh veggies,                  
and fruits are in abundance! 

Lately, the food locker has been in really good shape, 
thanks to the Kids Can campaign and                             

all of your generous support.  
 

A little bird did tell me though that there is no                
spaghetti sauce on the shelves and could 

use some replenishing as it’s a popular item. 
 

 Thank you for your support throughout the year,                      
we couldn’t do this without you. 

 

   YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Wear a Mask!  Stay safe!   

A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

Jesus went to resurrect the synagogue ruler’s 
daughter, entering her room: “taking her by 
the hand he said to her: Talitha cumi; which 
means: Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 

Jesus indeed did not need to touch the 
corpse at all. As long as he said a word, the 
little girl could be brought back to life. 
However, since Jesus’s divinity integrated with human 
nature, he was willing to be with people. 

“Taking up” (kratēsas) means to grasp or hold on to, 
which indicates Jesus’ insistence on human life. This   
action symbolizes that Jesus will not let go of people’s 
eternal life, even if he touched the unclean and the dead. 

Either touching Jesus or being touched by Jesus; it            
manifests the mercy and love of God    Fr. Abraham Chiu 

Carmichael HART Volunteers  

Carmichael HART’s WINTER RESPITE                                                                  
We at St. John's are hosting the RESPITE (at Carmichael             

Presbyterian Church on Marconi Ave.) on Mondays; 
February 7, 14, 21 and 28 from 8:30 am - 1:30 pm.  

       If you would like to volunteer to help, please call or 
email PAM at (916) 716-6228  
or kpaeljohnson@gmail.com                                                       

Details can be found at www.carmichaelhart.org.   

The owner of an old-fashioned corner grocery store in 
a small country town was fond of quoting scripture  

after each sale. He had three old friends that would 
sit around a pot-bellied stove, playing checkers on a 

faded board.  His ability to produce a scripture reading 
for all occasions never ceased to amuse the old timers, 
and they would listen to see what verse he would come 

up with, relevant to the sale made. 
A lady purchased some material and he said, "She 

seeks wool, and flax, and works with willing hands." A 
man bought a sack of flour; he said "Man does not live 
by bread alone, but every word that comes out of the 
mouth of God." A little boy bought some candy and as 
he rung it up he quoted, "Suffer the little children to 

come unto Me." 
It was nearly closing time when the chimes over the 

door jangled loudly. A well dressed young man, obvious-
ly a stranger from one of the larger towns down the 

road, entered. 
"Help you?" offered the proprietor. "I need a blanket 
for my horse," said the man. "He's out in his trailer 

and it's too cold for just one. Bring me the nicest one 
you've got!" 

The store owner went in the back store room and came 
back with a brown blanket. "That'll be five dollars.”     

"Five dollars? You've got to be kidding!' said the man. 
"This horse is a thoroughbred. He gets only the best! 
He wouldn't stand still for an old five dollar blanket!" 

Without comment, the store owner took back the     
blanket, then merely selected a different color and 

brought it out. "This one's $25 dollars." 
"Now, look," said the young man. "Perhaps I didn't 

make myself clear. This isn't just any old horse! He's 
worth thousands! Now I want the best, most expensive 

blanket you've got!  Comprende?" The owner once 
more went into the store room, pulled out another   

color of the same material and brought it back. "This  
is the only one left, and it's $100." 

"Now that's more like it!" enthused the fellow as he 
paid. Throwing the five dollar blanket over his shoul-

der, he left. The old timers stared silently at the shop-
keeper as they waited to see what possible scripture 

he could come up with for that sale!   Going behind the   
register, he rang up the hundred dollars and said,      

"He was a stranger, and I took him in." 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  
     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

Celebrated NEXT SUNDAY,  

February 20th at 1:30 pm in our Church 
  

 Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

Monthly Healing Mass 

Joke of the Week 

mailto:kpaeljohnson@gmail.com
http://www.carmichaelhart.org/
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Catholic Cruises and Tours
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of the United States of America
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CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
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MDMedAlert
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