
 
 

  St. John the Evangelist  
    Catholic Church 

        May 8, 2022 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--PARISH OFFICE HOURS - 9:30 AM-4 PM--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 

Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm  

Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

 Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 

SJE Belltower Photo by Fr. Abraham on April 29, 2022 



Guest Columnist’s (Pastor’s) Page 

--Thank you, THANK YOU, Joe ROMANAZZI for writing this very entertaining article while 
we Priests are at the Diocesan Retreat.  God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 
 

                                               By:  Joe Romanazzi, 

                                         SJE Guest Columnist 
 

                      The Beautiful Hands of a Priest 
                                 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A number of people approached me after I mentioned the late Rev. Monsignor Francis B. Pellegrino’s name 
in The Canine Paradox article in our August 15, 2021 Parish Bulletin. You may recall, I cautioned readers to 
beware of priests with a mischievous sense of humor because of the trick he played on me involving the 
name of (or lack of name) of Tobit’s dog. They said the paragraph in the article reminded them of their own 
fond memories of Monsignor Pellegrino and when they too were victims of his antics. They asked if I could 
do another article someday totally devoted to sharing more of my memories and thoughts about him. The 
most recent request came from our Business Manager Linda Gospodnetich who asked if I could possibly 
write something that would help parishioners call to mind the happy times they shared with him and to help 
new parishioners gain an appreciation for the legacy he left us here at SJE. This request seemed appropri-
ate to me since 3 Masses were celebrated in this parish during the week leading up to what would have 
been his 95th earthly birthday on February18th.  Coming up next is the 71st anniversary of his Ordination on 
May 13th, and the 11th anniversary of his passing away on June 11th.  

Monsignor loved the saints and loved talking about their lives, an appreciation of which he said he gained 
from the nuns who taught him in grade school. He amazed parishioners with his vast knowledge of the 
saints, especially those who were Italian. He could come up with the names of patron saints and their feast 
days at the drop of a hat. If he didn’t know immediately, he would often quip to give him a minute or two and 
he would come up with one.  

Monsignor was a social butterfly. He especially liked meeting with the ‘Bakery Bums’, a small group of    
retired guys who regularly attended daily Mass. The group consisted of me, Bill Davis, Frank Gianattasio, 
and now deceased members Russ Spear, Bob Raymond and Jim Flood. Then-youngster Jack Wilson (now 
Deacon Jack) was still gainfully employed at the time, but was also a member and would join us on           
Saturdays.  Gabriele Rothwell was an honorary member who, when out and about, would see our gather-
ings and stop to say hello and chat. Monsignor enjoyed leading us in discussions of all types while we en-
joyed drinking coffee and eating Danish pastries, including his favorite hot cross buns at Easter.  Most of the 
time we gathered at the now long-gone Danek’s Bakery in Crestview Shopping Center or for donuts at the 
bakery inside the Manzanita Bel Air store. 

Monsignor fancied having lunch at the homes of parishioners or those of his relatives. If he didn’t already 
have an invitation, he was not above taking the initiative to invite himself. This was something he told me he 
learned as a young priest in Utah and perfected over 60 years. He was very happy to pass his techniques 
on to seminarians in Utah as part of their priestly training. When he moved to Carmichael after retirement, 
he was a frequent visitor to our house. If the phone rang around 11:00 A.M. we would normally answer it 
without giving it a second thought because SPAM calls were few in those days. If the voice on the other end 
of the line asked, “What’s for lunch?” we knew it was him and pretty much also knew he was on his way over 
or already parked in our driveway as close to the front door as he could get. I can honestly say that he never 
came to lunch empty handed. He always came bearing gifts of cookies, cakes, or pies for dessert. He often 
told me how much he enjoyed dropping in and visiting with Jack and Angie Carleton at their home because 
he loved Angie’s wonderful chicken soup with pastina. He also looked forward to group luncheons to         
celebrate the monthly birthdays of the parishioners who attended the daily Masses at SJE.  These were   
usually held at Marie Callender’s Restaurant or the Hofbrau on Watt Ave.  In those days the parties were 
organized by Linda Gospodnetich and Madeline Endres and normally attended by as many as 40 people. 
Those were fun times, now only fond memories of days gone by. 

Some of us were regularly chosen to accompany the Monsignor on outings.  He delighted in occasional field 
trips to Thunder Valley for “homily research purposes” and to eat at the buffet.           (continued on next page)   



 Guest Columnist’s (Pastor’s) Page (con’t)  

(Con’t)  There were also outings for his medical and dental appointments, and visits to hospitals and nursing 
homes to minister to patients or to celebrate Mass. One of our most memorable adventures was when he 
“invited” a couple of us to accompany him on a tour of the Mormon Temple in Folsom soon after it was built. 
He went dressed in his clerical black suit and white collar and it wasn’t long before he drew the young tour 
guide into a religious discussion about why there was an absence of crucifixes on the walls of the building.  
What a day that turned out to be… 

Like all of us, the Monsignor had his critics. But as Aristotle (384–322 B.C.), one of the greatest philosophers 
of all time observed, “There is only one way to avoid criticism: do nothing, say nothing, and be nothing.”  The 
Monsignor Pellegrino I knew was something and he was special. He was very pious, witty, funny,              
mischievous, entertaining, charming, knowledgeable, empathetic, loyal, smart, friendly, charitable, a good  
listener, but a better talker, and always eager to convince others to help him get his personal things done   
today, not put off until tomorrow.  Patience and good driving skills were not his strong suits. 

In the article, There Are Angels Amongst Us, which appeared in the Guest Column portion of the Sunday  
Parish bulletin for December 19, 2021, I wrote that I believed there were angels among us and if we only took 
time to relax and reflect, we might find they are actually closer to us than we think. I ventured to say that I 
thought there were many angels among our SJE parish community and that they provided extraordinary    
service to our Church and community by proudly serving God by serving others with an abundance of faith, 
love, and charity. I think Monsignor Francis B. Pellegrino’s name can be safely included in this group of      
individuals.  He was a Fisher of Men with a tackle box full of Rosary Beads, prayer cards, Scapulars and    
Miraculous Medals.  He was truly a treasure to have here at SJE. 

Most parishioners addressed Monsignor Pellegrino simply as Monsignor, Monsignor Pell, or Father Pelle-
grino. The title he told me he liked best and was most proud of was the humble title of Fr. Frank because he 
loved being a parish priest.  This is why he chose to be buried dressed in a simple white Chasuble and not his 
purple Monsignorial cassock. The Monsignor’s Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Friday, June 17, 
2011 in a packed St. John the Evangelist Church. I was honored to be one of his pallbearers. The chief       
celebrant was our Pastor Emeritus Father Tom Bland, pictured in the above photo with Monsignor Pellegrino. 
You would be correct if you surmised it was it taken in a parishioner’s home when food was being served. In 
addition to a number of priests attending the funeral from the Diocese of Sacramento, two priests from Utah 
journeyed to Carmichael to say goodbye to a long-time friend and co-laborer in the Lord’s vineyard. 
 

My Brothers and Sisters, if you ever find yourself out at Calvary Cemetery, go inside the main chapel building 
and visit Monsignor Pellegrino’s resting place.  After a moment or two of silently gazing at his name plate on 
his crypt you may begin to recount your own Monsignor experiences and to consider the role he played in 
your life and the lives of so many others he touched.  You may even be moved to say a little prayer after a 
while. If this should happen, you will have to answer the question most of us who knew him well ask our-
selves:  Do I Pray to Him or for Him?  My suggestion is to play it safe and do both.  Personally, I will always 
cherish the numerous hours I spent with Monsignor Pellegrino and the memories of our friendship, his spiritu-
al insights, and listening to his stories and adventures amassed from more than six (6) decades of priestly 
service to God’s people in the Dioceses of Utah and Sacramento. Requiescat in pace Monsignor Pellegrino 
and as you were always fond of saying, “May the Saints Preserve Us.”  

 Upcoming Parish  Faith Studies  

Join us for a Sisters in Faith Pot-luck meal        
this Wednesday, May 11th, 6:30-8:00 pm              

in St. James Hall.   

We will have finger foods and desserts.   

Feel free to bring a dish or just bring yourself    
and a friend.   

This will be a planning meeting for the rest of the 
the year.  All are welcome!   

(916) 716-6228 for questions.  

Sisters in Faith Pot-Luck & Meeting Journey towards Human Flourishing 

Knowing Human Flourishing 
All are welcome to join Deacon Keith to journey toward 

human flourishing.  God so desires us to peacefully rest in 
His providence and to know His desire for our happiness.   

Your journey will begin on June 2nd at 6:30 pm in St. 
James Hall.  We will begin discussion on the book   

Searching for and Maintaining Peace by Father Jacque 
Philippe.  Once the group completes that book, we will be 
discussing Interior Freedom and then The Eight Doors to 

the Kingdom also by Fr. Philippe. 
Please text Deacon Keith at (916) 390-5458 or email him 
at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org if you plan to attend.  

Zoom participants are welcome to join the discussion. 
Books can be ordered through                                        

https://scepterpublishers.org/. 

America, it is said is suffering from intolerance--it is not.  It is      
suffering from tolerance.  Tolerance of right and wrong, truth and 
error, virtue and evil, Christ and chaos.  Our country is not nearly 
so overrun with the bigoted as it is overrun with the broadminded. 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s Wisdom 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and    
email address. 

Parishioner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

    

 April 24, 2022                $8,366       $10,365      ($1,999) 

    May 1, 2022              $12,054       $10,365        $1,689 

Weekly Adoration  

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  

    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                       

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or     

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Turning to the Good Shepherd, who always cares for His flock and calls His sheep by name, we offer our 
prayers. 
  For the Church:  that we may recognize the voice of the Lord in our lives, distinguish it from the many other sounds 
which demand our time and attention, and follow the invitations of Jesus to a fuller life.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all mothers and those who have been like a mother to us:  that God will bless and strengthen them and inspire 
us to greater love by their witness of love and concern.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are discerning a call to pastoral ministry:  that they will hear God’s invitation to share in nurturing and 
guiding the faith community and respond with generous hearts.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For peacemakers:  that the Holy Spirit will inspire all who are working to end violent conflicts, open avenues for the 
safe moments of the vulnerable, and help everyone to recognize the dignity of every human life.  Let us pray to the 
Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who received First Holy Communion this weekend:  that they may grow in their faith and their awareness of 
God’s love for them.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are ill:  that the Spirit will renew the gift of life in all who are sick, give them strength to recover quickly,  
and guide their healthcare providers in making accurate diagnoses.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who have died, particularly our mothers:  that they may experience the love of the Good Shepherd and join 
the great multitude of holy ones rejoicing in God’s presence.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

Loving God, hear our prayers this day and help us to remain attentive to Your voice, like sheep to a        
shepherd.   We raise these prayers through Christ, the Good Shepherd.  Amen. 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for May 8, 2022 

Upcoming Special Collection  

All Parishes throughout the Diocese are asked to participate in 
Special (Second) Collections throughout the year.      

May 28/29, 2022 - Catholic Communication Campaign 
Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

SJE Blessed Sacrament Chapel is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 



ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, 
Geoff Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Corrine Davidson, Russ Davis, Rick DiRegolo, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate 
Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Anthony Gabriele, Frank 
Gianattasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, 
Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Reggie Keyawa, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl 
Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, 
Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Matt Sanders, Monique 
Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Robert Scholtes, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores 
Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Theresa West, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda 
Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Choir NEWS 

Due to vacations and life challenges, we           
URGENTLY need several MASS CANTORS to sign up 

for our upcoming “Sunday” Masses; please      
contact Bill Becker, Director of Music ASAP. 

 

--Our next Choir rehearsal-- 

Wednesday, May 11, at 7pm 

For choir up-dates, please email              
Bill Becker at                                 

music@sjecarmichael.org 

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 

AFTER 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & MOTHER’S DAY    
ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE! 

New Administration Center Update 

During the summer months, our Building Committee published a plan for a new Administrative Center 
to be developed in the Mercy Hall Building.   As requested by our Diocese, a plan for office space          
separated from the current Rectory setting was developed.  The plan further included the long awaited 
meeting space for the various ministries in our Parish. 

The plan was developed and designed to maximize the ample space in Mercy Hall for all administrative     
functions in one central location.  Bids were obtained, and submission was made to the County for        
required permits.  Much to everyone’s surprise, the Fire Department came back with a requirement for 
an independent sprinkler system to be added. 

An independent sprinkler system requires a new water main supply.  A conservative estimate by our     
contractor indicated this would increase our costs by at least $200K which would put us well beyond our 
budget expectations for this project. 

After several appeals to the county and alterations to the plans, it became clear that we could not meet 
the basic goals of our project with the monies available.  As a result, a decision was made to make        
minimal alterations to Mercy Hall simply to meet the need to move the office from the Rectory until     
additional campus planning can be done. 
Construction on our modified plan has begun on Monday, May 2.  Our expected completion timeline is   
6-8 weeks. 

The plan is to include two administrative offices, a reception area, an office for Fr. Bernardin, an updated 
restroom, along with a meeting room and updates to the kitchen area.  The back half of the building will 
remain as is.  None of the alterations being made include any major structural construction work. 
When this project began some two years ago, our architect suggested that we develop a plan for the      
entire campus to increase security and a more effective use of campus space.  At that time the complete 
development of Mercy Hall appeared feasible.  Fr. Bernadine did not want to consider replacing the   
Rectory.  He preferred a general cleanup to include new paint, carpet, and some new windows.  That plan 
remains intact even with the modified plan for Mercy Hall.  
Moving forward, we will begin work with our architect to develop a long-term plan for the entire campus 
to provide direction for increased security and efficient use of space.  With mandates for protection of 
school children, and concerns for the safety of our parishioners, professional planning is indispensable.  
Such a plan would look out at least 10 years and be implemented in increments allowing for financial 
planning.  
Are we disappointed that our original plan did not work as anticipated?  Certainly!  But the idea that the 
overall campus setting might improve is a great consolation.  Perhaps God’s plan is better than ours!!! 

RETURN of CRS Rice Bowls  

Please return your completed CRS Rice Bowls 

in the next few weekends and deposit them 

into the clear plastic box in the Narthex. 

Thank you for your donations and continuing 

support of the CATHOLIC RELIEF SOCIETY.   



Mass Intentions 
 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
May 9-14, 2022 

 

Monday:  EASTER Weekday 
6:30 am  Intentions of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 am  Hayley Oleachea † 
 

Tuesday:  St. Damien de Veuster, Priest 
6:30 am  John Lubecki † 
8:30 am  Diane Deterding (I) 
 

Wednesday:  EASTER Weekday 
6:30 am  Orgelia Lopez (I) 
8:30 am  Jean Marquess † 
 

Thursday: Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, 
Martyr 
6:30 am  Deceased and Living Members of the Lubecki 
Family 
8:30 am  Ken (I) and Glenda (I) Macdonald 
 
   

Friday:  OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
6:30 am  Will Cooney † 
8:30 am  Msgr. Frank Pellegrino † Ordination Anniversary 
 

Saturday:   St. Matthias, Apostle 
8:30 am  Oscar Frisancho †

 Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10 
 

Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 

 

Wednesday:  Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8;  
Jn 12:44-50 
 

Thursday:  Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27; 
Jn 13:16-20 
 

Friday:  Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
 

Saturday:   Acts 1:15-17; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17 
 

Sunday:   Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-13; Rv 21:1-5a; Jn 
13:31-33a, 34-35 

SJE Religious Education 

May 8, 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org    

 

  On Saturday, May 7, we celebrated with joy the First Communion of our 
CCD and School students at the 10:00 Mass.  In the United States on   
Sunday, May 8, we also celebrated Mother’s Day, whereby we honor the 
mothers of our families, as well as the influence of mothers in our society. 
God must have known that we would need one love above all others, a love 
more likened to His own, and that is why He made Mothers. 
  In our Church, this holiday is also strongly associated with revering the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  On May 13, this coming Friday, we likewise honor 
Our Lady of Fatima, for it was on this day in 1917, that Our Lady first  
appeared to three young shepherd children, Lucia dos Santos, and Francis-
co and Jacinta Marta at Cova da Iria, Portugal. These children described 
seeing a woman, “brighter than the sun, shedding rays of light clearer and 
stronger than a crystal goblet filled with the most sparkling water pierced by 
the burning rays of the sun.”  She wore a white mantle with gold edges, and 
she held a Rosary in her hand.  Although this lady did not identify herself, 
she requested that the children devote themselves to the Holy Trinity and 
pray the Rosary every day to bring peace to the world, thus bringing an end 
to World War I.  Finally, the children were asked to come to the Cova at the 
same hour on the thirteenth of each month for the next five months. 

  During the second apparition, on June 13, Our Lady revealed that Jacinta 
and Francisco would soon go to Heaven, but that Lucia would live longer, 
so that she could spread the messages of Our Lady to others, and she 
instructed them to continue saying the Rosary to honor Our Lady, to bring 
peace to the world, and to end the Great War.  Lucia asked that a sick per-
son be healed, and Our Lady told her that if this person converted, he 
would be healed.  Fifty spectators in this area on June 13, noticed the    
atmospheric phenomena, which accompanied all the apparitions. On July 
13, during the third apparition, Our Lady, predicted that if everyone did not 
cease offending God, a war worse than World War I would occur. To avert 
this, Mary would later return to ask for the consecration of Russia.          
Unfortunately on August 13, the children were put into custody by the 
mayor, so they were unable to go to the Cova da Iria on that day. So it was 
that on August 19, 1917, that Our Lady appeared to the Valinhos pasture to 
Lucia, Francisco, and another cousin. Jacinta arrived somewhat later on 
that day.  Again, Our Lady requested that the children continue to pray the 
Rosary, and she asked them to come again and to bring with them portable 
stands to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, and she asked the 
girls to dress in white.  She promised a great miracle for October.   

  It was on September 13, when 20,000 people witnessed the same atmos-
pheric phenomena, which accompanied all the previous apparitions:  the 
sudden cooling of air, the dimming of the sun to the point where the stars 
could be seen, and a rain resembling iridescent snowflakes or petals.   
During this apparition, however, a luminous globe also traveled from east to 
west through the sky. Some seers saw this light and Our Lady over the 
usual holm oak tree.  Lucia again asked that Our Lady cure the sick in this 
large group, and Lucia was told that some in the crowds would be cured, 
but not others.  Again, Our Lady said that on October 13, she would       
perform a miracle so that all may believe.  

  The sixth and last apparition of Our Lady occurred on October 13, 1917, 
and over 70,000 people observed a solar phenomenon in which the sun fell 
towards the Earth, and three scenes followed in succession. The first scene 
represented the Joyful Mysteries, the second represented the Sorrowful 
Mysteries, and the third scene represented the Glorious Mysteries.  Before 
these scenes on this day, Our Lady told Lucia that she was the Lady of the 
Rosary, and she asked Lucia to have a chapel built in this area in her   
honor. Once again, she told the children to pray the Rosary every day. 

  Pope Francis weeps at the suffering of those who live in the Ukraine.  He 
calls us to say the Rosary daily for peace in this world.   Following Our  
Lady’s request, Pope Francis consecrated Russia and the Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary on March 25, 2022, at St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome.   On the cross at Calvary, Christ gave His Mother to all men,  so that  

 Spotlight on - LECTORS Ministry 

Religious Education Prayer (Con’t) 

BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
MASS! 

All Parishioners, high school age 
and older are encouraged to join our 

lector ministry.   
Come read and share the “good news” at Mass 

with your fellow parishioners.    
Flexible scheduling, training and a workbook 
guide is provided that helps direct you and to 
pronounce things like “Zacchaeus”  More info 

will be available after all Masses on                 
the weekend of May 8th.  Or contact              

Glen Zuffelato – Lector Coordinator at            
(916) 849-8490, or glenzuff@gmail.com 

through her we can come to God as through her He came to us.  
 

OUR PRAYER:  GOD, YOU ESTABLISHED THE MOTHER OF YOUR SON TO 
ALSO BE OUR MOTHER.  GRANT THAT WE MAY PERSEVERE IN PENANCE 
AND PRAYER FOR PEACE IN OUR WORLD.  AMEN 

Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                            jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

mailto:glenzuff@gmail.com
mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


Collection Counters Needed 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support.  

It is appreciated more than you know.  

 

Do you like helping people in need?  Empathizing and         
listening to their challenges in life?  Then, being able to      

assist them with financial aid for rent or utilities?              
Or just answering phone calls? 

Then joining the SVdeP Home Visit Team                    
may be for you! 

For more information contact Jim Toner at 916-743-3918    
or email jamesmtoner@comcast.net 

 

SVdeP’s food closet is open on Wednesdays from                
8 am to 10 am if you find yourself in need of food.                 

Everyone is welcome and meat, fresh veggies, and fruits        
are in abundance! 

The elves who work at the food locker tell me we could 
use spaghetti sauce, jelly, egg cartons, brown grocery 

bags and the heavier reusable plastic bags.   

 Thank you for your support throughout the year,                      
we couldn’t do this without you. 

   YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Wear a Mask!  Stay safe!   

A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

Fr. Bernardin’s Joke of the Week 

The devil appears in the world, nothing but just 
hurting people until they die in hell, forever. When 
Jesus appeared, the devil wanted Jesus to die even 
more. If Jesus dies in the devil’s hands, the whole 
world thus belongs to the evil power. The devil 
will consider that the cross is the last attack against 
Jesus. 

Jesus, however, has resurrected. The devil cannot 
do anything to avoid it. In the same way, those who follow Jesus 
and die with him will naturally be resurrected by Jesus. 

The problem is faith. 

The boy’s father said to Jesus, “it has often cast him into the fire 
and into the water, to destroy him.”  The verb “destroy”. 
(apolesē) means the action to abolish, end up, or completely 
eliminate. Here it emphasizes putting oneself to death. However, 
instead of destroying the child, this life crisis strengthened the 
faith of his father.  The father went on talking to Jesus, “if you 
can do anything, have mercy on us and help us.” 

“Can” (dynē) means being able to do something. The father did 
not look at worldly wishes but only God’s will. He asked Jesus 
to help his child with mercy. The passive participle of  “mercy”, 
(splanchnistheis) indicates that Jesus was moved by the plight  
of the child and then offered a helping hand.  Indeed, the father 
looked only to Jesus for mercy. 

Jesus answered him, “All things are possible to him who              
believes.” 
Before praying to Jesus, there must be faith. If there is no faith, 
all miracles mean anything. Even Jesus resurrected Lazarus who 
had already died for four days; the false religious leaders were 
happy to find this as an excuse to kill him (see John 11:17-57). 

“Faith” (pisteuonti) here points the conviction and trust to which 
a person is impelled by a certain inner and higher spirituality. 
Thus it stands absolutely to trust in Jesus as able to support   
either in obtaining or in doing something. The father sincerely 
believed that Jesus could help his child.  From the father’s     
answer to Jesus, people can see the father’s heart that fully   
believes in Jesus: “I believe; help my unbelief!”  The demon 
was therefore expelled from the child by Jesus. 

Only by faith in Jesus can one gets rid of the devil. For those 
who worship Jesus and also the devil, Jesus finds no way to 
help.                                                                  Fr. Abraham Chiu 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  
     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

Celebrated NEXT SUNDAY,  
May 15th at 1:30 pm in our Church   

 Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

Monthly Healing Mass 

Save the Date!  SJE School Dinner 

St. John’s is in need of   

Collection Counter Volunteers 
to help count weekly Offertory Collections.   

Volunteers (a team of 4) work just once a 
month on Monday mornings (schedule provided).   

Live scan fingerprinting and a background check      
are required.   

Please contact gENE Gobbo or our SJE Parish 
Office at (916) 483-8454 if interested.  As always, 

thank you for responding to our call!!  

A Pastor wasn’t feeling well during Mass, so he leaned 
over to the deacon at the last minute and asked him   

to preach the Homily. 
As he began his Homily, the deacon said, “You know, a 

substitute preacher like me is like a piece of cardboard 
in a broken window.  He fills the space, but he’s not   

the real glass.” 
After Mass, a Parishioner came up to the deacon and 

tried to give him a compliment.  “You weren't a          
replacement at all, Deacon Bob,” she said.  “You were   

a real pane!” 

mailto:jamesmtoner@comcast.net
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