
 
 

  St. John the Evangelist  
    Catholic Church 

           June 19, 2022 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org   
 
 

--PARISH OFFICE HOURS - 9:30 AM-4 PM--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
School 

WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 
Principal:   Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 

Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

 
Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm  

Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

 Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 



THE EUCHARIST (CORPUS CHRISTI): 

Today is the Feast of Corpus Christi, two Latin words meaning “the Body of Christ”.             
Dear Parishioners, imagine you see Jesus standing in front of you as it happened to Sister Faustina 
Kowalska, to Segatashya in Rwanda, to Saint Anthony of Padua and so many other people around 
the world and down through the years?   As all the visionaries say, those who see the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and Jesus apparitions are the happiest times of their lives.  Sure enough, there is nothing as, 
and more, beautiful and joyful like Heaven. 

We Catholics, from the beginning, believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  This fact comes from Jesus 
Himself as we read it in the Bible in John 6.  Jesus made it clear so that no one can doubt about it.  Sadly, so many of 
our Protestant brothers and sisters do not believe in the Real Presence, and, shockingly, only 33.3% of Catholics do 
believe in the Real Presence, even though Jesus said it and proved it many times and in many ways.  He said, 
“Amen, Amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you do not have life    
within you.  Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.  For 
My flesh is true food and My blood is true drink.  Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me and I in 
him.  Just as the living Father sent Me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on Me will have 
life because of Me.  This is the bread that came down from Heaven.  Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, 
whoever eats this bread will live forever.”  (John 6:53 - 58) 

Even though many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said that the saying was hard to believe and murmured about 
it and even left, Jesus did not stop or change.  He even turned to His Apostles and asked them, “Do you want also to 
leave?”  The truth is the truth and it cannot change regardless of the accepting or the refusing. 

Jesus proved it:  we Catholics are blessed with the Eucharistic Miracles that happened over almost all over the world.  
Go on Google and check it out for yourself.  I was very happy for the Exposition of the Eucharistic Miracles we again 
hosted here at St. John’s earlier this year.  It always opens my eyes on how very important the Holy Eucharist is.  Do 
you know that most of the Protestant Pastors who convert to Catholicism convert because of the Eucharist?  

I love to see people coming every day to Mass to receive Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  I love so much those people 
who take time to come for Adoration; that is, passing time with Jesus in the Eucharist.  Saint John Paul said that the 
Eucharist is the center and summit of our faith.  The closer we are to Jesus, the better we are; the further we are to   
Jesus, the worse we turn. 

The Eucharistic Miracle of Rimini: 

In Rimini, it is still possible to visit the Church built in honor of the Eucharistic Miracle performed by Saint Anthony 
of Padua in 1227.  This saintly man was debating with a faithless heretic called Bonovilllo who was opposed to the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist and whom the saint had nearly led to the Catholic faith.  But, after numerous arguments, 
the heretic declared, “If you, Anthony, produce a miracle and demonstrate to me that Communion is truly the Body of 
Christ, I will completely renounce my heresy and immediately convert to the Catholic faith.  Let’s make a bet.  I’ll 
keep one of my beasts locked up for three days to feel the torments of hunger.  Then I’ll bring it forth in public and 
show it food.  You will stand in front of it with what you maintain is the Body of Christ.  If the beast, leaving aside its 
food, hurries to adore its God, I will share the faith of your Church.”  St. Anthony, illuminated and inspired from 
above, accepted the challenge. 

At the chosen day and hour, the priest and the heretic entered the Grand Piazza (today the Three Martyrs Piazza) at the 
appointed hour.  A huge crowd of curious people assembled as well.  The protagonists of the unusual challenge were 
followed by their own sympathizers:  Saint Anthony was followed by the Catholic faithful; Bonovillo (the Albigensian 
heretic) by his allies in unbelief. 

The saint held in his hands a monstrance containing the consecrated Host; 
the heretic held his starving mule.  The saint, after having requested and ob-
tained silence, turned to the mule with these words; “In the name of your 
Creator, Whom I, unworthy as I am, hold in my hands, I order you; come 
forward immediately and render homage to the Lord with all due respect so 
that heretics and evildoers will understand that all creatures must humble 
themselves before their Creator whom priests hold in their hands at the   
Altar.”  Immediately the animal, refusing the food offered by its master, 
docilely approached the priest.  It bent its front legs before the Host and 
paused there reverently. 

Anthony’s adversary was true to his word and threw himself at the saint’s 
feet, publicly renouncing the error of his ways.  From that day on, he       
became one of the miracle-working saint’s most zealous cooperators.  (Excerpt from:  The Eucharistic Miracles of 
the World, pages 136 -137)  

God Bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 

Pastor’s Page 



 Fr. Bernardin’s Homily - June 19, 2022 
 

THE REAL PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST:  (The Most Holy Body and Blood of CHRIST) 
Our Catholic Churches are alive because of the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  That 
is why we put decorations, banners and flowers on the Altar.   We genuflect, are very reverent and 
keep silent because we are in the presence of Jesus Christ Himself, our Savior and God. 

Shockingly, while some Catholics doubt the Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, devil worshipers do 
not.  They are willing to buy a Consecrated Host for $1,500 to $15,000 in order to desacralize the Eucharist by 
defecating, urinating, spitting, stabbing it with a knife and all kinds of evil acts to the Consecrated Host.  Remem-
ber, they can go to Easter’s Book Store and buy 300 unconsecrated hosts for only $10.00, but they don’t want 
that because the non-consecrated hosts are worth nothing to them since they do not have the Real Presence of 
Jesus Christ. 

Selling the consecrated Hosts to evil people would be a very dangerous business, not any different from Judas 
the Iscariot who sold Jesus.  Remember, Jesus said that it would have been better if he had not been born. 

On this Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus Christ also, we are celebrating the Real Presence of Jesus 
in the Holy Communion.  We Catholics do believe in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist after           
Consecration.  This change into the Real Presence of Jesus Christ which happens is called transubstantiation. 

How can you prove it? 

-          Jesus said so:  we read it in John, Chapter 6:  “I am the Bread of Life, unless you eat My Body and drink 
My Blood you have no life in you.  My Body is true food, My Blood is true drink.” 

-          “Eucharistic Miracles around the World”:  Lanciano, Santarem, almost all over the world. This book 
contains 329 different Eucharistic miracles that are approved by the Church. 

-          Some saints saw Jesus in the Eucharist:   Saint Catherine Labouré (creator of Miraculous Medal of Our 
Lady of Graces) saw Jesus in the Consecrated Host both at the moment of Holy Communion and during       
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. P 322. Sister Faustina Kowalska saw Jesus in the Monstrance during 
Adoration and in Consecrated Hosts. 

-          In Medjugorje, some people saw the Eucharist/Host in the sun, and the Blessed Virgin Mary said ”Go 
to Church, receive my Son.  He is present in the Eucharist.”  This is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s 3rd stone. 
-          In Fatima, Portugal, 1917, the angel brought Holy Communion to the three shepherd children.  Holy 
Communion and Precious Blood was brought to Lucia and Francisco only; Precious Blood was brought to 
Jacinta because she hadn’t received  the Sacrament of Holy Communion yet. 
 

-           Holy Communion is true Food. 
Marthe Robin lived over 50 years only on Holy Communion.   No food or water would ever pass her lips.  
She was observed by doctors and proved to be nourished adequately.  When Holy Communion was taken 
away, she almost died of starvation. 

 

Knowing that Jesus is in the Eucharist, what should we do? 

Be proud of your faith.  Not many religions believe in the Real Presence. 

Don’t starve yourself spiritually.  Come to Mass/Church to receive true food. 

Go to Confession so that you may receive Jesus worthily. 

Go to Adoration on Wednesdays and Fridays.  Jesus told Alexandrina Maria DaCosta that 
He made Himself imprisoned in the Tabernacle so that you may spend some time with 
Him. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas who wrote the Laud, O Zion Sequences recited on the Feast of   
Corpus Christi, said he learned more in Adoration than in schools. 

Saint Francis of Assisi didn’t want to become a priest only because he was not worthy to touch Jesus in the    
Eucharist.  To this, I appreciate so much some of you who receive Jesus (the Eucharist) on the tongue for the 
greatest respect of not touching Him with their bare hands. 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and    
email address. 

Parishioner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

    

  June 12, 2022             $11,682      $10,365         $1,317 

Missionary Co-Op Appeal  $3,611            -----              ----- 

Weekly Adoration  

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  
    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 

prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                       

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or     

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

 

God beyond all telling, You offer to us a share in Your divine life, which we will foretaste in the celebration 
of this Eucharist.  Give Your ear to us now as we bring before You our prayers and petitions. 

  For the Church:  that we will live as an Eucharistic people, giving and sharing ourselves as Christ continually does for 
us, so that all may have life.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all fathers and those who have shown us a father’s love:  that God will grant them peace and health, and help 
them give good example and a source of encouragement to their children.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For this assembly:  that we may find strength in each Eucharist that we share so that we may profess in word and 
deed, the dying and rising of the Lord each day.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all priests:  that they may be renewed, strengthened, and drawn closer to God and God’s people as they         
celebrate the Eucharist.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For greater awareness and reverence for Christ’s presence:  that we may recognize the many ways Christ is present in 
the Eucharist, in the scriptures and in one another, and approach our celebrations with faith and reverence.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who bring the Body of Christ to the homebound and hospitalized:  that they may be renewed through their 
service and be a support and a source of joy for those whom they serve.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who have died, particularly our fathers:  that God will welcome them to the eternal banquet and fill them 
with life and peace.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

Gracious God, You have given Your people a most wonderful Sacrament as a memorial of Your Son.  May it 
lead us to the fruits of Your redemption.   We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for June 19, 2022 

Next Weekend’s Special Collection  

All Parishes throughout the Diocese are asked to participate in 
Special (Second) Collections throughout the year.       

June 25/26, 2022 - Peter’s Pence (for the Holy Father) Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

SJE Blessed Sacrament Chapel is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 



ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, 
Geoff Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Corrine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Rick DiRegolo, Melissa Duran,    
Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas,        
Anthony Gabriele, Frank Gianattasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice Guerrero, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe 
Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary 
Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Carla Moore, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, 
Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Aida 
Saca, Ruth Salazar, Matt Sanders, Monique Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol 
Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Jerry Turberville, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie        Walker, 
Theresa West, Lu Whitlow, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

In Memoriam 

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 

AFTER 5PM VIGIL, 8AM AND 10AM MASSES 
 

FATHER’S DAY Items 
Now Available 

Please pray for the soul of SJE Parishioner                         

ESTELLA PEREZ, sister of Martha and       
George Perez and Carmela Hidalgo, who passed           

away on Tuesday, June 7th. 

Her Funeral Mass and Rosary were held on Thursday, 
June 16th in ST. JOHN’S CHURCH. 

May God grant her eternal rest and strengthen and     
comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.  

 Spotlight on - UP-COMING Ministries 

Journey towards Human Flourishing 

Knowing Human Flourishing 
All are welcome to join Deacon Keith to journey toward 

human flourishing.  God so desires us to peacefully rest in 
His providence and to know His desire for our happiness.   
Your next journey session is June 30th at 6:30 pm in St. 

James Hall.  There is NO MEETING on June 23rd.           
We will begin discussion on the 2nd book, Interior        

Freedom by Father Jacque Philippe.  Once the group         
completes that book, we will be discussing The Eight 

Doors to the Kingdom, again by Fr. Philippe. 
Please text Deacon Keith at (916) 390-5458 or email him 
at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org if you plan to attend 

and to receive the Zoom meeting link.  
Books can be ordered through                                        

https://scepterpublishers.org/. 

Holy Communion for the Sick 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  
     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

Celebrated THIS SUNDAY,  
June 19th at 1:30 pm in our CHURCH 

 Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

Monthly Healing Mass 

SJE Knights of Columbus FIREWORKS! 

Support our SJE Parish School through         
OUR Knights of Columbus  

 

Please visit us at: 
St. Ignatius Parish Parking Lot,  
3235 Arden Way, Sacramento 
from June 28th through July 4th   

 

Through your support, 15% of the net proceeds from 
the fireworks booth purchases will fund our SJE 

School scholarships.  Please note “SJE” at purchase. 
 
 

For information on Knights 
Fireworks sales or other K of C 

Functions, contact                 
GENE GOBBO at 916-283-5223 

or egobbo@surewest.net  
Taking Holy Communion to the Homebound is a fulfilling 

ministry.  For those who are sent to go to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, we ask that your Pix be 

placed on the Altar prior to the beginning of Mass.  
If you are unable to place the Pix on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins and is 

underway. 
  After Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon 
to obtain our precious Lord Who will journey with you as 

soon as possible, to our brothers and sisters. 

SJE Parishioner Lu Whitlow Update 

Long time SJE Parishioner LU WHITLOW is   
recovering from her stroke and has moved to a 
care facility in Fresno to be closer to her niece.  
She misses her friends at SJE and would really 
enjoy hearing from you while she recuperates.  
Her address is: 

         Sunrise Senior Living 
         7444 N. Cedar Avenue, # 217 

                                   Fresno, CA   93720 
For Lu’s new phone number, we have posted it on a Flocknotes 
announcement earlier this week or call the SJE Parish Office. 

 Please prayerfully consider joining one of our SJE Ministries:   

Altar Society, Altar Linen Laundering, Altar Serving, 
B’Frienders (funeral reception serving) and Music (cantors).  

Please contact our Parish Office either by phone  
(916) 483-8454 or email office@sjecarmichael.org for more 

 information and to sign up.  We need your help!  God Bless!! 

mailto:egobbo@surewest.net


Mass Intentions 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
June 20-25, 2022 

 

Monday:   
6:30 am  Michael Huesing † (25 yr. death anniversary) 
and his good friend Brian Ficker † (26 yr. death anniver-
sary) 
8:30 am  Joseph Angel Lopez †  
 

Tuesday:  St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 
6:30 am  Teresita Mowerry † 
8:30 am  Teofila DeLeon † 
 

Wednesday:  St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop: Sts. John Fisher, 
Bishop and Thomas More, Martyrs 
6:30 am  Louella Haynes (I) 
8:30 am  Michael † and Bill † Huesing  
 

Thursday:  THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
6:30 am  Thomas Gibbs † 
8:30 am  Bruno Giorgi †  
 

Friday:  THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
6:30 am  Guillermo Gonzales † 
8:30 am  Deceased Members of the SJE Ladies Guild 
 

Saturday:  THE IMMACULATE HEART OF THE BLESSED     
VIRGIN MARY 
8:30 am  Bruno Giorgi † 

 Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5, 12-13;  
Mt 7:1-5 
 

Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Ps 48:2-
4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
 

Wednesday:  2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps 119:33-37, 40; 
Mt 7:15-20 
 

Thursday:  Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; 1 Pt 1:8
-12; Lk 1:5-17.  Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15; Acts 
13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
 

Friday:  Ez 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5b-11; Lk 15:3
-7 
 

Saturday:  Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7, 20-21; 
Lk 2:41-51 
 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11; Gal 
5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 

SJE Religious Education 

June 19, 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org    

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Religious Education  (Con’t) 

Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                            jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

 

 

More then rose from his kneeling position merrily, kissed the executioner, and 
forgave him.  He declared to all that he was “the king’s good servant but God’s 
first.”  Some four hundred years later, on May 19, 1935, Pope Pius XI          
canonized St. Thomas More, the man who never compromised his Christian 
beliefs.  Presently, St. Thomas More is the patron saint of statesmen,           
politicians, and lawyers. 
  
 

OUR PRAYER:    ST. THOMAS MORE, YOU KNEW HOW TO PRAISE GOD AND BE 
EVER HAPPY.   HELP ME TO BE CHEERFUL THROUGHOUT MY LIFE.  AMEN 

  This coming Wednesday, June 22, is the Feast Day of St. Thomas More, whose 
favorite saying was, ”Praise God and be merry !”  He did not believe that holy people 
should remain by themselves looking sad.  Thomas was a cheerful man, who loved to 
spend time with his friends and family, especially at parties.  Often Thomas would write 
to his friends, “Handle everything as gently as you can.  And what you cannot put right, 
you must try to make as little wrong as possible.” 
  It was on February 7, 1478, that Thomas More was born in London to Agnes Graun-
ger More and Sir John More.  His father was a lawyer and a judge, whose political 
connections enhanced Thomas in the legal and political systems in London. He at-
tended St. Anthony’s School, one of the best schools at that time in London.  Then in 
1490, he became a page in the household of Archbishop John Morton, where his 
good manners, affability, and advanced intellect impressed this future cardinal.  Later 
in 1492, Thomas began his studies at Oxford, where he received a classical education 
becoming proficient in Latin and Greek. After two years in 1494, Thomas, encouraged 
by his father, left Oxford to begin his legal training at New Inn, which was one of the 
Inns of Chancery.  In 1496, he entered Lincoln’s Inn, which was one of the Inns of 
Court.  Finally in 1502, Thomas was approved to begin his legal practice. 
  After becoming a lawyer, Thomas considered abandoning his legal career.  Actually, 
he contemplated becoming a monk at the Carthusian Monastery, which was situated 
near his household in London.  Regularly, he devoted himself to spiritual exercises in 
the monastery, and he lived a life of simple piety. Later in 1505, Thomas decided that 
he needed to play a greater part in the secular world. 
  Although Thomas continued ascetic practices for the rest of his life, in 1505 Thomas 
married Jane Colt, and together they happily raised their children: Elizabeth, Margaret, 
Cicely, and John. During his marriage to Jane, Thomas tutored her in music and   
literature because, as was the custom of the time, Jane’s childhood education was 
poor being that she was a female. Thomas similarly ensured that his daughters as well 
as his son received an excellent education.  In addition, Thomas always led his family 
in prayer and read the Scriptures with them.  Sadly in 1511 Jane died, and to provide 
his children with an appropriate stepmother, Thomas quickly remarried Alice          
Middleton, a wealthy widow with one daughter from her previous marriage. He raised 
Alice’s daughter and later their two adopted daughters as his own. This decision to 
provide the same education for his daughters as was given his son set an example for 
the other noble families in England. 
  Thomas More was elected to Parliament to represent Great Yarmouth, and later his 
position rose to represent the greater London in Parliament. He became a Privy    
Counselor in 1514, and Thomas More became well known for his skills as a writer and 
as a theologian.  One of his greatest written works which was read widely during the 
Enlightenment Period was Utopia, a commentary about a fictional idealistic society on 
an island. 
  Taking a liking to Thomas More, King Henry VIII increased Thomas More’s responsi-
bilities, knighted him, and made him Treasurer of the Exchequer in 1521.  Then in 
1529, Sir Thomas More became Lord Chancellor of England, a position second only 
to the king himself. Sir Thomas enforced the laws of England, worked tirelessly to 
defend the Catholic Faith, and made sure that the poor were protected against      
injustice.  Happily, he always shared his means with the poor. 
  When King Henry VIII sought a divorce from his wife, Catherine of Aragon, in 1527, 
Sir Thomas More would not support the king’s case. Sir Thomas More refused to sign 
a letter written by English churchmen and aristocrats asking Pope Clement VII to annul 
King Henry VIII’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon. Also in 1531, Sir Thomas More 
refused to take an oath acknowledging the King of England as Supreme Head of the 
Church of England. In addition, he argued with King Henry VIII over heresy laws.  
Consequently, Sir Thomas More diplomatically and quietly resigned his position as 
Chancellor, and he refused to attend the coronation of King Henry VIII’s new wife, 
Anne Boleyn, in 1533.  
  Sir Thomas More’s refusal to comply to these serious issues resulted in King Henry 
VIII’s order to arrest Sir Thomas More for treason. Four days after his arrest, Sir  
Thomas More was imprisoned in the notorious Tower of London.  His trial was held on 
July 1, 1535, and the panel of judges took only fifteen minutes to find Sir Thomas More 
guilty of treason.  When the Duke of Norfolk, Anne Boleyn’s Uncle Thomas, offered Sir 
Thomas More the opportunity to reform his position to receive a pardon, More spoke 
freely and calmly saying, “No temporal man may be the head of spirituality.” 
  His execution by beheading took place on July 6, 1535. On the scaffold, before his  
execution,  the  executioner  begged for  Sir Thomas More’s  forgiveness.  Sir  Thomas   

 Joke of the Week 

The new Deacon was invited to give a talk on Scripture at the 
Parish’s Adult Religious Ed class.  However, the afternoon    

before the talk, the maintenance staff had removed all the 
chairs from the Parish Hall to clean the floor. 

When the class arrived, there were no chairs and it was too 
late to set them all up again.  So everyone stood while the   

Deacon gave his presentation. 
When he returned home his wife asked how the evening went. 

“Wonderful!” he said.  “Every seat in the house was taken 
even before I got there and the class gave me a standing  

ovation throughout my talk!” 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

The world emphasizes class. Sometimes the church is 
also polluted that it only focuses on who is superior and 
who is inferior. To put it bluntly, they all obey the       
authority, and even more so, worship of the power. 
This is the good news from Jesus, “No longer do I call 
you servants, for the servant does not know what his  
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have made known to you.” 
As a matter of fact, sinners are not even worthy of being God’s slaves 
because God has thousands of angels. However, through his incarnation, 
death, and resurrection, Jesus manifests to the world his perfect revelation 
of love. The noun “servants” (doulos) can be interpreted as slaves. Jesus 
did not command the disciples to do this and that. He just became the 
friend of the sinners. 
“Friends” (philous) here means collaborators. Jesus invited sinners to be 
his partners for building up the kingdom of heaven. Thus, the relationship 
between Jesus and his disciples is like sisters and brothers. People can see 
a circle of community that Jesus is one dot of the circumference, not even 
the center of the circle. There is no distinction between high and low 
because the kingdom of heaven is the perfect oneness. 
Being a collaborator of Jesus’ salvation, one must follow Jesus as to love 
the heavenly Father and obey the command of love. The greatest        
message that the heavenly Father has revealed to the world in Jesus is that 
God loves all humans: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16) 
How do Christians cooperate with Jesus sincerely? 
Jesus said, “You should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide.” 
The Greek verb “abide” (menē) denotes that the disciples should bear the 
fruit of the great love, i.e. remaining in Jesus. This fruit is the testimony of 
the believers to the Father. Moreover, like Jesus, the testimony is the 
glorification of the Father.  
Jesus took his death and resurrection as to reveal the glory of the Father’s 
love. Thus, the fruit of the disciples is their love for each other so that the 
world will see the glory of the Father. 
Love lights up the darkness of the world and opens the eyes of people to 
see the glory of God.                                                        Fr. Abraham Chiu 

St. Vincent de Paul  

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support.  

It is appreciated more than you know; we couldn’t 
do this without you. 

 

The Food Locker has plenty of veggies, fruit, meat,    
dairy, snacks and bread to distribute.  If any of our               

Parishioners or anybody you know needs help, we are 
open on Wednesday mornings from 8 am to 10 am.   

 

          The volunteer helpers who work at the Food Locker 
tell me we could use spaghetti sauce, pinto beans,               

top ramen, rice, cereal, egg cartons, brown grocery bags 
and the heavier reusable plastic bags. 

   

 

Jasper has an example of          
a reusable plastic bag!   

He says thanks! 

   

 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe!   

Priests + Seminarians Basketball Game 

ROSARY for World Peace 

The PASSIONISTS are looking for a part-time COOK 
(Monday through Thursday, 4 to 6 pm) to purchase 
groceries and prepare dinner for 4-6 priests/brothers 

at their residence at CHRIST THE KING RETREAT   
CENTER, beginning July 1st. Pleasant, comfortable 

environment; salary negotiable. 
 

PLEASE CALL FR. JACK CONLEY AT (916) 723-5162  

Pt. Time Cook - Christ the King Rectory 
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