
 
 

     St. John the Evangelist  
    Catholic Church 

                 June 26, 2022 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive 

faith community, nourished by the Word of God and the 
Eucharistic Table. We are open and trusting in the love of 

Jesus Christ to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within 
the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 Parish Information                           
St. John the Evangelist             
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5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 
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Confession/Reconciliation 
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St. John the Evangelist 
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WWW.STJOHNEV.COM 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
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Principal:   Christie Horton  
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Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.   I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

        Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm  

Daily Mass:  

6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

 Holy Days:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

 

        Healing Mass:  
   1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 

SJE Church Front Planter Photo by Fr. Abraham (June 16, 2022) 



Dear Parishioners, I wanted to share this booklet dictated in large 
part by Jesus and the Blessed Virgin Mary to Catalina (Katya) Rivas 
on what happens during the Holy Mass and how to live it with our 
hearts.  The whole reprinted booklet should run five weeks or so in my 
Pastor’s Page Column.  God bless, Father Bernardin Mugabo 
 

Editor’s Note:   The capitalization and bolding of text in this English translation was 
kept the same as Catalina’s original Spanish text to preserve the emphasis and    she 
intended to communicate. 

 
 

             THE TESTIMONY OF CATALINA ON THE HOLY MASS  
In a marvelous catechesis, the Lord and the Virgin Mary have been instructing us, in the 
first place, about the way to pray the Holy Rosary, to pray with our hearts, meditating and 
enjoying the moments of our encounter with God and our Blessed Mother. They have also 
taught us the way to make a good Confession, and [in this testimony] they have shown us 
what takes place during the celebration of the Holy Mass and the way to live it with our 
hearts.  

This is the testimony that I must and want to give to the whole world, for the greater Glory of God and for the          
salvation of all those who want to open their hearts to Him. It is given so that many souls who are consecrated to God 
may rekindle the fire of their love for Christ; those who own the hands that have the power to bring Christ to earth to 
be our nourishment [the priestly souls] and the others [the religious souls] that they may break loose of the habit of 
receiving Him as a “routine practice” and relive the amazement of the every day encounter with Love. And it is given 
so that my lay brothers and sisters the world over may live the greatest of Miracles, the celebration of the Holy        
Eucharist with their hearts.  

It was the vigil of the Annunciation and the members of our group and I had gone to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Some of the ladies of the prayer group were not able to do it then, and they left their Confession for the next day before 
Holy Mass.  

When I arrived to Church the next day, a little bit late, His Excellency, the Archbishop and the priests were already 
coming out of the sacristy. With that gentle and feminine voice that sweetens one’s soul, the Virgin Mary said:    

 “Today is a day of learning for you; and I want you to pay close attention because all that you witness today,      
everything that you experience on this day; you will have to share with all humanity.”  I became awe struck and did 
not understand [the meaning of Her words] but I tried to be very attentive.  

The first thing I noticed was a choir of very beautiful voices that was singing as if from far away. At times the music 
would draw closer and then move farther away, like the sound of the wind.  

His Excellency started Mass, and when he reached the Penitential Rite the Blessed Virgin said:  

“From the bottom of your heart ask the Lord’s forgiveness for all your faults, for having offended Him. In this way 
you will be able to participate worthily in this privilege that is, to attend Holy Mass.”  

I must have thought for a split second: ”But I am in the state of Grace. I just went to confession last night.”  

She answered: “Do you think you have not offended the Lord since last night? Let Me remind you of a few things. 
When you were leaving home to come here, the girl who helps you approached you to ask for something, and since 
you were running late, you answered her in a hurry and not in the best way. That was a lack of charity on your 
part, and you say that you have not offended God...?  

"On your way here a bus crossed into your lane and almost hit you. You expressed yourself in an unfitting manner 
against that poor man, instead of coming, saying your prayers and preparing yourself for Mass. You showed lack of 
charity and you lost your peace and patience. And you say that you have not hurt the Lord…?  

"You arrive at the last minute when the procession of the celebrants to the Altar has begun… and you are going to 
participate in the Mass without previous preparation..."  

“All right my Mother, say no more to me,” I replied. “You do not have to remind me of more things because I am    
going to die of grief and shame.”  

"Why must you all arrive at the last moment? You should arrive earlier so that you can say a prayer and ask the 
Lord to send His Holy Spirit, that the Holy Spirit may grant you a spirit of peace and cleanse you of the spirit of the 
world, your worries, your problems and your distractions in order that you may be able to live this so sacred a     
moment. However, you arrive almost when the celebration is about to begin, and you participate in Mass as if it 
were an ordinary event, without any spiritual preparation. Why? This is the greatest of Miracles. You are going to 
live the moment when the Most High God gives His greatest gift and you do not appreciate it."  

That was enough. I felt so bad that I had more than enough to ask for forgiveness from God. Not only for the offenses 
of that day, but also for all the times that, like so many other people, I had waited for the priest to finish his homily 
before I entered the Church. I asked forgiveness for the times when I did not know or refused to understand what it 
meant to be there, and for the times perhaps, when having my soul full of more serious sin, I had dared to participate 
in the Holy Mass.   
                                                                                                                                               (to be continued next week) 

Pastor’s Page 



 Fr. Bernardin’s Homily - June 26, 2022 

THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP:  (13th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
All the readings today deal with the cost of discipleship, the consequences of and the dedicating one’s 
life to God. It is a calling for a total commitment to our faith, our Christian life. 
Many times, and many ways, Jesus said that, to follow Him, one must take up his cross. Those who 
speak for God such as the prophets, come to realize quickly that their calling means personal sacrifice. 
They meet fear and challenge; they want to quit and run away.  The promise of God “I will be with you 

enables the prophet to say “Yes”. The call itself creates the prophet and the promise enables the prophet to respond. 
Elisha was called by God to succeed Elijah as a prophet. He met him where he was plowing with twelve yokes of     
oxen.  Elisha asks permission to say goodbye to his parents. Somehow divine commission does not obliterate our    
natural existence. God’s call comes first. Elisha prepared a farewell meal for his people and followed Elijah. There are 
two lessons implied here. 
1st.  The call to be a disciple comes to ordinary people doing ordinary things.  Farmers farming, fishermen fishing, 
shepherd shepherding, tax collectors collecting… we should expect God to reveal His Divine Will in the ordinary tasks 
of our lives, not necessarily in smoke and thunder. 
2nd.  To fulfill God’s will, we will use our talents, our knowledge, our personality… 
Jesus was committed to His mission.  He is the example of all those who are committed to their service such as 
wives, husbands, priests, bishops, workers or boss…  Jesus is on a journey to Jerusalem where He will be put to 
death. The journey from Galilee to Jerusalem often required passing through Samaritan territory. He applied for a 
visa, but His request was rejected because He was going to Jerusalem, which was the enemy of Samaria.  Jesus could 
use this as an excuse for not going to Jerusalem, since He was going to be crucified. But He did not. He was committed 
to His mission no matter the stumbling stone. He journeyed to another village. He rebuked John and James who 
wanted Him to bring fire to the Samaritans in retaliation. Jesus reacted with mercy to the Samaritans. Jesus accepted 
the Samaritans’ rejection with humility and showed them only love in return. He came to save not to condemn. 
Commitment leads to detachment of worldly pleasure:  the spirit of detachment shows up clearly in this story of 
the three aspirants.  It was on that journey to Jerusalem when one (aspirant or follower) approached Jesus and said: 
I will follow you wherever you go.  This was a scribe, an educated man.  To this, Jesus responded, “The foxes have 
dens, the birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”  We know how much we love 
our homes (houses) and how we take care of them.  Those who have none dream to have one.  Christ was pointing 
out to him that He had given up all claims to any kind of a permanent home in preaching the Gospel.  He invited this 
man to estimate his own strength; to give up his home and become a wanderer in order to follow Him. Unfortunately, 
Scripture does not give us the young man’s decision. To follow Christ, you have to sacrifice yourself. 
To a second aspirant, Christ gave a direct vocation. He said to him, “Follow me.”  The man replied “Let me bury my 
father first.”  Jesus said to him “Let the dead bury their dead; come away and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  The 
favor asked by this second aspirant seems reasonable – to attend to his sick and aged father whose death was        
imminent is to honor and respect our parents. It is God's commandment. Christ's refusal to grant his request was not 
meant to be unjustly harsh, but simply showed that soldiers of Christ have more pressing and more important     
duties. To save souls is the best.  Here also we are left in suspense and darkness as to whether he heeded his Savior’s 
call. 
Still a third aspirant said to Christ, “I will follow You, but first let me say farewell to my family at home.” To this Christ 
answered, “Whoever puts his hand to the plow but keeps looking back is unfit for the reign of God.”  Christ made 
more demands of His followers. Their life was of a higher order.  Again, the decision of this aspirant is left                 
unannounced. 
One may only conclude that Christ demanded extreme sacrifice from those to whom He gave a vocation.  He wished 
to root out any imperfect dispositions.  His “hard sayings” pointed out the high and honorable position it is to be a 
disciple of Christ.  To be bound by a set of beliefs, a catalogue of doctrines, a code of ethics and a list of rules is not to 
be enslaved. This is what Saint Paul said to live by the Spirit not by the flesh.  It is the freedom to do what our best 
nature is eager to do. 
It is well, my dear brothers and sisters, to pray that in our own day and age, Christ will continue to care and to call 
young men to be his disciples; that He will call a sufficient number of young men to the priesthood to care for the 
needs of his Church, young girls to the service of the Church as nuns.  Let us pray that those who assume this high 
vocation along with parents, students, priests, religious and leaders will likewise be filled with a spirit of Christian love 
and detachment from worldly things.  We all have a vocation to be committed to our calling and work for God.  Let us 
not fail in our callings. 
In every case, Jesus points to the essence of being a disciple. Keeping your eyes focused on the goal of proclaiming 
the reign of God.  The call to discipleship continues today, a call directed to all Christians who, by their Baptism, are 
bound to proclaim God ‘s presence in their lives.  Search the Kingdom of God first, the other things will be added.  We 
are asked to follow Jesus totally and immediately, without any reservation, by giving up everything we have and     
surrendering our lives to God in the service of others. 



PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE  

sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL  
 

 office@           
sjecarmichael.org 

 

To update your 
address, phone 

number and    
email address. 

Parishioner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

    

  June 19, 2022              $8,510      $10,365        ($1,855) 

Weekly Adoration  

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  
    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 

prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                       

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or     

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Many thanks for your ongoing generosity to St. John’s Church!! 

 

Loving God, You call a people to Yourself so that they may share in Your work of redemption.  Hear Your 
people now as they offer to You these prayers for the needs of all.  

   

  For the Church:  that we may hear God’s call to discipleship and seek first the reign of God in our lives.  Let us pray to 
the Lord. 

                                                                     LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For Pope Francis:  that God will renew him, strengthen his knees, and help him lead the Church to greater service, 
love and unity.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all the law makers:  that the Spirit will guide them in addressing the issues of violence, injustice and poverty,  
dignity of human life, and work more diligently for those who are oppressed or forgotten by society.  Let us pray to 
the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For peace throughout the world:  that armed conflicts will end, injustices and jealousies be addressed, and that all  
nations may use their resources to defeat disease and hunger.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are sick and suffering:  that God will restore them to good health, help them to get rest and comfort and 
strengthen all who care for them.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are grieving:  that God will comfort them, fill their hearts with peace, and help them to experience the 
love and compassion of those around them.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who have died, particularly all our Parishioners, relatives and friends:  that God will welcome them to the 
eternal banquet and fill them with life and peace.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                    LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

God of all, fill Your people with love so that they may live in the true freedom for which You call them and  
thus being freed, they will bear good fruit for eternal life.   We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for June 26, 2022 

THIS Weekend’s Special Collection  

All Parishes throughout the Diocese are asked to participate in 
Special (Second) Collections throughout the year.       

June 25/26, 2022 - Peter’s Pence (for the Holy Father) Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

SJE Blessed Sacrament Chapel is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 



ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP NEWS...  

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, 
Geoff Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Corrine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Rick DiRegolo, Melissa Duran,    
Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas,        
Anthony Gabriele, Frank Gianattasio, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice Guerrero, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe 
Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary 
Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Carla Moore, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, 
Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Aida 
Saca, Ruth Salazar, Matt Sanders, Monique Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol 
Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Jerry Turberville, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, 
Theresa West, Lu Whitlow, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP IS OPEN 

THIS SUNDAY. 
IT WILL BE CLOSED IN JULY AND          
AUGUST FOR SUMMER VACATION. 
IT WILL RE-OPEN IN SEPTEMBER. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

 Spotlight on - MUSIC Ministry Journey towards Human Flourishing 

Knowing Human Flourishing 
All are welcome to join Deacon Keith to journey toward 

human flourishing.  God so desires us to peacefully rest in 
His providence and to know His desire for our happiness.   
Your next journey session is June 30th at 6:30 pm in St. 

James Hall.  There is NO MEETING on June 23rd.           
We will begin discussion on the 2nd book, Interior        

Freedom by Father Jacque Philippe.  Once the group         
completes that book, we will be discussing The Eight 

Doors to the Kingdom, again by Fr. Philippe. 
Please text Deacon Keith at (916) 390-5458 or email him 
at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org if you plan to attend 

and to receive the Zoom meeting link.  
Books can be ordered through                                        

https://scepterpublishers.org/. 

Holy Communion for the Sick 

SJE Knights of Columbus FIREWORKS! 

Support our SJE Parish School through         
OUR Knights of Columbus  

 

Please visit us at: 
St. Ignatius Parish Parking Lot,  
3235 Arden Way, Sacramento 
from June 28th through July 4th   

 

Through your support, 15% of the net proceeds from 
the Fireworks Booth purchases will fund our SJE 

School scholarships.  Please note “SJE” at purchase. 
 

 

For information on Knights 
Fireworks sales or other          
K of C Functions, contact                 

GENE GOBBO at 916-283-5223 
or egobbo@surewest.net  

Taking Holy Communion to the Homebound is a fulfilling 
ministry.  For those who are sent to go to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, we ask that your Pix be 

placed on the Altar prior to the beginning of Mass.  
If you are unable to place the Pix on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins and is 

underway. 
  After Mass, you can approach either the Priest or 
Deacon to obtain our precious Lord Who will journey 
with you as soon as possible, to our brothers and sisters. 

 Ministry to the Homebound Recipients? 

Praise be to GOD, we have 25 Eucharistic Ministers for the 
Homebound who are ready to deliver Holy Communion to 
anyone who comes forward with a request.   
We have contacted many assisted living facilities in the      
Carmichael area; they are grateful but slow in getting       
their Catholic patient information back to us. 
So, if you or anyone you know of is in need of receiving the 
Holy Eucharist, please contact GAIL GUDAHL, Lead Home-
bound Minister at homeboundministry@sjecarmichael.org 

Please bring your “tattered” American Flags    
to our Fireworks Booth for proper disposal. 

It is my pleasure to write to you about the  
possibilities of YOUR participation in one or 
more roles in our SJE MUSIC MINISTRY: 

1) SINGING in the Choir 

2) Being an ACCOMPANIST - either piano, or-
gan, guitar and/or?? 

3) CANTORING for any of our “Sunday” weekend Masses. 

All the above-mentioned aspects of our MUSIC MINISTRY 
assist the congregation in their full, active and conscious 
participation of the Celebration of the Eucharist. 

If you can carry a tune, Choir is for you! We meet weekly 
for an hour or so on Wednesday evenings.  The Choir is 
now on their well-deserved summer break; Choir returns 
in September, so you have some time to think about it 
and make plans to join us.  If you’re musical and attend-
ing Mass anyway, you are needed!! 

Likewise, if you are a pianist or guitarist, or flautist or   
other instrumentalist, you are needed!! You might just 
find there’s a place for you as an ACCOMPANIST or soloist, 
even if only occasionally and to your schedule. 

CANTORS and ACCOMPANISTS are needed especially 
throughout the summer months, as well as always.  Now 
is the time to come forward, dip your toe into the water 
and see if cantoring or accompanying works for you. 

Lastly, if my remarks strike a “chord” with you, please let 
me know.  Thanks for your attention, your support, and 
YOUR participation in our SJE MUSIC MINISTRY!! 

Bill Becker at music@sjecarmichael.org 

mailto:egobbo@surewest.net


Mass Intentions 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
June 27-July 2, 2022 

 

Monday:  St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church 
6:30 am  Elpidia Velarde †  
8:30 am  John † and Josie † Pellegrino 
 

Tuesday:  St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr 
6:30 am  Patricia Martin (I) 
8:30 am  Roselo † and Fedelina † Regner 
 

Wednesday:  STS. PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES  
6:30 am  Peter David Heiman † 
8:30 am  Gertrude Preis †  
 

Thursday:  The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church  
6:30 am  Roselo † and Fedelina † Regner 
8:30 am  Deceased and Living Members of the Lubecki 
Family 
 

Friday:  St. Junipero Serra, Priest  (FIRST FRIDAY) 
6:30 am  Hermina Cruz † 
8:30 am  John Lubecki † 
 

Saturday:  BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  (FIRST SATURDAY) 
8:30 am  Joe † and Rose † Cannariato 

 Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Ps 50:16bc-23; Mt 8:18-
22 
 

Tuesday:   Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-8; Mt 8:23-27 
 

Wednesday: Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-5; Gal 1:11-
20; Jn 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 
4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19   

Thursday:  Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 
 

Friday:  Am 8:4-6, 9-12; Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131; 
Mt 9:9-13 
 

Saturday:  Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-17 
 

Sunday:  Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20; Gal 6:14-18; 
Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 [1-9] 

SJE Religious Education 

June 26, 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org    

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Religious Education  (Con’t) 

Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                            jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

 

were architects of the early Catholic Church, leaving their marks indelibly upon 
Christian history and belief. 
 

OUR PRAYER:  GOD, YOU GIVE US JOY AS WE CELEBRATE THE SOLEMNITY OF THE 
APOSTLES ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL.  GRANT THAT YOUR CHURCH MAY FOLLOW 
THEIR TEACHING AND EXAMPLE IN ALL THINGS, FOR IT IS THROUGH THEM THAT 
CHRISTIANITY  BEGAIN  ITS  DEVELOPMENT.  AMEN 

  On Wednesday, June 29, we will celebrate the Feast Day of two Apostles, St. Peter 
and St. Paul.  Both St. Peter and St. Paul are considered  by many to be the most  
influential of all the saints.  Under their leadership, the Catholic Church grew and      
developed in the early first century.  They actually were the great architects of our faith, 
and they left indelible marks upon Christian heritage and beliefs.  In Rome two great 
basilicas have been dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul:  St. Peter’s Basilica is the    
largest church in all of Christendom, and St. Paul’s Basilica, which is located Outside -
the- Walls, was built on the site of St. Paul’s martyrdom.  
  Simon, or Peter as he is now called, was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee, and he 
was the son of Jonah, and the brother of the Apostle Andrew. One day, when Jesus 
was walking near Simon with crowds pressing around Him to hear the words of the Lord 
by the Lake of Gennesaret, Jesus boarded Simon’s boat and asked him to pull away 
from the shore. Jesus then sat down in Simon’s boat and  taught to the crowds. When 
Simon was then asked by Jesus to pull out into deeper water to pay out the nets to catch 
fish, Simon agreed despite the fact that the fishermen had been unable to catch fish 
there all night long. To his dismay, Simon now caught a multitude of fish, and the fish-
nets were now beginning to tear. Simon then fell to his knees awestruck.  Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on it is people that you will be catching.” At this point, 
Simon’s life was transformed forever.  Christ changed Simon’s name to Peter, which 
means rock because Jesus ordained Peter to be the Rock of His Church. Jesus said to 
Peter, “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of Hell will 
not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven; whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
Heaven.”  Eventually, Peter became the spokesman for Jesus’ groups.  During the time 
following Jesus’ Ascension, Peter was unquestionably the head of the Apostles, he 
spoke first to the crowds that had gathered after the descent of the Holy Spirit at the 
Pentecost, and he was the first to perform miracles in the name of the Lord.  Likewise, 
he was greatly responsible for bringing the Gospel to masses of people including the 
Gentiles. 
  Between 64-68 A.D. as predicted by Jesus, Peter glorified God by his death by      
crucifixion.  The Emperor Nero wished to blame the Christians unjustifiably for the   
disastrous fire that had destroyed Rome.  On the anniversary of this event, there was 
great bloodshed, which included Peter’s death by crucifixion. In Origen’s Commentary 
on the Book of Genesis III, it was said: “Peter was crucified at Rome with his head down-
wards, as he himself had desired to suffer.”  Peter thought that he was unworthy to die in 
the same way as the Savior, so he insisted that he be nailed to the cross with his head 
towards the ground and his feet raised on high.   
  St. Paul’s life also dramatically changed after he was touched by the Lord. Paul, whose 
name originally was Saul, was a Pharisee, who presided over the persecution of the 
early Christians.  One day when riding a horse, he was knocked down by a powerful 
vision, which was similar to a lightening bolt. He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” When Saul asked ,“ Who are You, 
Lord ?”, the voice answered, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. Go into the city; 
you will be told what to do.”  Saul had been stuck blind by this vision, so his companions 
led him into the city.  A man named Ananias came to him after three days saying,” 
Brother Saul, the Lord has sent me. Jesus who appeared to you on your journey that 
you may get your sight back and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, Saul could 
see, he was baptized, and he was then called Paul. 
  Paul’s love for Jesus was like a fire, which spread to all those he encountered.  Truthful-
ly, Paul traveled extensively first to Arabia, then to Damascus, and later to Jerusalem to 
visit with St. Peter, the first pope.  Later he returned to Tarsus, his birthplace, and soon 
Barnabus called Paul to Antioch.   Together Paul and Barnabus traveled to Cyprus, and 
then they traveled throughout Asia Minor. It has been documented that Paul established 
numerous churches and communities among the Gentiles.  He was loved by the    
Corinthians, Ephesians, Galatians, and Romans.  Paul continued to stay in touch with all 
these people writing powerful letters of consolation, and letters to answer questions and 
to settle disputes.  His letters survived and Paul has given us fourteen canonical Epistles.  
No one can read the Epistles of St. Paul without being amazed at his eloquence.  
  After years of traveling and suffering, St. Paul was imprisoned three times.  First, he 
was imprisoned for two years by the Jews in Caesarea, while he was preparing for a 
missionary trip to Spain. After being shipwrecked in Malta, he was then   
imprisoned for two more years for preaching in Rome.  Eventually,  he 
reached Spain, returned to the East, and  traveled back to Rome. In 67 A.D. 
St. Paul was arrested by the Emperor Nero, who even though he knew St. 
Paul personally, called for his persecution by beheading. 

  Through their lives and labors, both St. Peter and St. Paul established our faith. They 

 Joke of the Week 

A Lutheran pastor and  his wife were driving along 
Chicago’s Lake Shore Drive when flashing blue 

lights appeared in their car’s rear-view mirror and 
they were pulled over for speeding. 

As Officer O’Malley approached the driver’s side 
of the car, he spotted the pastor’s collar and      

mistook him for a Catholic priest. 
“Oh, sorry about dat, Fader.  Uh, just try and slow 

it down a little, Okay?” 
As they drove away, the pastor’s wife said, “Shame 
on you, Harold!  That was unethical.  You know who 

he thought you were!” 
“Oh, I know who he thought I was,” replied the   

pastor.  “I’m just wondering who he thought         
you were!” 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

In life, there are many opportunities to encounter                
loneliness, even if there are thousands of friends 
on the cell phone contact list. How many people 
on the list can understand you and empathize 
with you? 

None, sometimes. 
Most of them are only “hello goodbye” friends.  
It will lead to greater disappointment especially 
when you desire to find someone whom you can listen to your 
emotions or release your tensions while you experience pain-
ful moments.  As a result, the lonely people simply close their 
hearts and frantically catch some addictions that hurt their 
body and mind, including Christians. 

When Jesus faced a painful death, he said, “the hour is coming 
indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, every man to 
his home, and will leave me alone.”  
The verb “leave” (aphēte) in the phrase “leave me 
alone” (kame monon aphēte) means departure. For Jesus, the 
crucifixion is not the most painful torture; the departure of the    
disciples is the heart-wrenching pain of loneliness and help-
lessness. Jesus suffered bitterly because Judas betrayed him 
(John 13:11) and Peter denied him three times (John 18:17, 
25, 27). 
Jesus continued: “yet I am not alone, for the Father is with 
me.” Jesus emphasized that the relationship between the    
Father and he is “oneness.” This relationship cannot be broken 
down by any evil force. In addition, this “oneness” is also the 
driving force for Jesus to go straight ahead to his cross. 
The inner peace of Jesus is the power to overcome the sins of 
the world: “In the world you have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” This peace is also the 
source of encouragement for the disciples to carry the cross 
with Jesus.  

The verb “overcome” (nenikēka) here means to deprive the 
evil power to harm, or to subvert its influence in the world. In 
the face of Jesus’ death and resurrection, even the evil power 
must give way; just as the darkness can no longer manipulate 
the world when the light comes. 
Loneliness turns on the tap of spirituality and the lonely       
person will become one with the Father.          Fr. Abraham Chiu 

St. Vincent de Paul  

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support.  

It is appreciated more than you know; we couldn’t 
do this without you. 

 

The Food Locker has plenty of veggies, fruit, meat,    
dairy, snacks and bread to distribute.  If any of our               

Parishioners or anybody you know needs help, we are 
open on Wednesday mornings from 8 am to 10 am.   

 

          The volunteer helpers who work at the Food Locker 
tell me we could use spaghetti sauce, pinto beans,               

top ramen, rice, cereal, egg cartons, brown grocery bags 
and the heavier reusable plastic bags. 

   

 

Annie and Jasper say “thanks” 

for all the PET FOOD that    

has been donated!! 
 

 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe!   

Priests + Seminarians Basketball Game 

The PASSIONISTS are looking for a part-time COOK 
(Monday through Thursday, 4 to 6 pm) to purchase 
groceries and prepare dinner for 4-6 priests/brothers 

at their residence at CHRIST THE KING RETREAT   
CENTER, beginning July 1st. Pleasant, comfortable 

environment; salary negotiable. 
FR. JACK CONLEY (916) 723-5162 IS AWAY UNTIL 6/28/22 

Pt. Time Cook - Christ the King Rectory 

 

ADORATION MINISTRY SCHEDULE UP-DATE HELP NEEDED 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to the TEN NEW  
PEOPLE who have committed to spend a certain 
Hour in the Chapel on Wednesdays or Fridays                  

during ADORATION! 
The schedule was full for the first time in a long time! 

Life goes on--now two people are no longer able             
to keep their hour because of health issues and                        

two people are moving out of our area.  
Are you able and willing to keep one (or two)                

of the following hours? 
  

Wednesday          Friday 
                           1 pm               2 pm  
                           2 pm 

Thank you for your consideration.                       
Please call JACKIE SANDERS at (916) 481-0398 

Adoration Ministry Help Needed 

K of C Paladin Wit (June 2022) 
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