
 
 

  St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

September 18, 2022 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive faith community, nourished by                           

the Word of God and the Eucharistic Table.  We are open and trusting in the love of Jesus Christ                                                                 
to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  

 

Parish Information                                                   
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org  

--PARISH OFFICE HOURS - 9:30 AM-4 PM--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic School 
www.stjohnev.com 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 

Principal:  Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 

Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

  

Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.                            I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm  

 

Daily Mass:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 

8:30 am (SATURDAY) 
 

            Holy Days:  
            6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

            Healing Mass:  
              1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

   SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH FACEBOOK @ 10 AM 
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OUR LADY OF GOOD SUCCESS:  prophecies for our times                    
Dear Parishioners, I wanted to share some passages from this book, “Our 

Lady of Good Success; Prophecies for our Times” by Marian Therese 
Horvat.  This text is a summary of an 18th century manuscript by Friar 

Manuel Souza Pereira, O.F.M., titled “The Admirable Life of the Mother 
Mariana de Jesus Torres”, edited and translated by Marian T. Horvat,  

published by Tradition in Action,  www.TraditionInAction.org.              
God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 

Dear Parishioners, it is so very amazing how the situation the whole world is  
living in now was prophesied by the Blessed Virgin Mary a long time ago.  
This small book was printed for the first time in 1999.  

Like the Diary of Sister Faustina Kowalska whom Jesus told that the message 
was going to ignored for a very long time, but then, at a given time, it would take 
off like the wild fires, this message of Our Lady of Good Success, too, was 
“swept under the carpet” for a very long time, as it was revealed to Mother       
Mariana Francisca de Jesus Torres by the Blessed Virgin Mary. The message 
was going to be known in our times when the prophecies were being                
accomplished. 

Mother Mariana Francisca de Jesus Torres was born in 1563 in Spain. She      
travelled from Spain to the New World at age 13 with her aunt, Mother Maria de Jesus Taboada and four other 
nuns to found the Royal Convent in Quito, Ecuador. Favored with many singular gifts from heaven, this      
chosen soul was given to know many future events, especially the situation of the Church in the 20th century. 

Our Lady told her that in our lamentable times, heresies would abound, the corruption of manners and customs 
would be almost complete and the light of the faith nearly extinguished.  To atone for the many profanations, 
blasphemies and abuses and to hasten the day of the triumphant restoration, this 17th century sister was asked 
to become an expiatory victim for our times. Thus, in a special way, the vocation of Mother Mariana links her 
to the crisis in the spiritual and temporal spheres that few would deny that we are witnessing today. 

Two important elements bind the prophecies of Our Lady of Good Success in Quito to the apparition of 
Our Lady of Fatima in 1917. 

First, there is a call for prayer and sacrifice to make amends for the many outrages and abuses of this      
unhappy century. 

Second, in both apparitions the Virgin assures us of her opportune intervention and triumph. 

The prophecies of Our Lady of Good Success regarding the 20th century speak directly of a profound      
crisis in the Church and in civil society.  She warned Mother Mariana that the Sacraments would be abused 
and set aside, that vocations would perish because of the poor formation and education in Catholic schools and 
monasteries, that impurity would inundate the streets like filthy ocean waters so that “there would be almost 
no virgin souls.” Repeatedly she warned of a crisis in the Church and the clergy -- both secular and regular. 

One of her forewarnings resounds loudly in the ears of those who have followed the Fatima apparitions:  “In 
this supreme moment of need of the Church, those who should speak will fall silent.”  It is impossible not to 
ask: why was the third secret of Fatima not revealed in 1960 according to the mandate of the Queen of     
Heaven? 

The message of Our Lady of Good Success is also a motive for hope.  She promised her intercession at the 
very moment “when the evil will appear triumphant and when the authority abuses my power.”  This would 
“mark the arrival of my hour, when I, in a marvelous way, will dethrone the proud and accursed Satan,      
trampling him under my feet and fettering him in the infernal abyss.”  These words harmonize perfectly with 
the message of success that Our Lady delivered to the three children of Fatima in 1917:  “In the end, my      
Immaculate Heart will triumph.” 

It seems an opportune moment for this story of Our Lady of Good Success and Mother Mariana de Jesus 
Torres to become better known to the English-speaking public.  It is not a new devotion.  Since the 
17th century, it has been approved and encouraged by the Church for the Ecuadorian faithful.  Our Lady of 
Good Success promised “consolation and preservation to those faithful souls” who foster this devotion to her 
during the 20th century.                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                    (to be continued next week) 



TAKE INITIATIVE FOR YOUR FUTURE WITH GOD: 
In Rwanda, my native country, there is a word of wisdom that says:  the stick you will use when old, you 
cut it when you are still young.  In America today, it  can be interpreted as this:  The wheelchair you will 
use when old, you buy it when you are still young (and working). 
 We are in a society where, if there is no job, no house, no food, no health insurance, no car or             
telephone, the only thing you can do is to be homeless, begging for your daily bread.   None of us would 

like this kind of life. The Gospel reading at today’s Mass in the Parable of the Unjust Steward.  It is the most interesting 
of all the parables taught by Christ.  It bothers us that the steward is praised for cheating. 
In it,  He tells of the unjust steward (or manager) who squandered his master's possessions. The master became aware 
of this and planned to remove him from his position. When the steward heard that his master was going to remove 
him, he became very troubled and worried. He wondered what he would do, for he said, “I cannot dig ditches, I am 
ashamed to go begging.” He realized that his future was in jeopardy. 
The steward decided to get some insurance for his future.  He did a great favor for the debtors so that they would 
have to return the favor. As the manager himself said, “here is a way to make sure that people will take me into their 
homes when I am let go.”  In the few remaining days of his stewardship, he showed great prudence.  He contacted his 
master’s debtors and reduced their debts. Of the man who owed one hundred jars of oil, he accepted fifty in full pay-
ment of his debt.  Of the man who owed one hundred measures of wheat, he accepted eighty in payment of his. He 
accepted lesser amounts from these debtors and thus gained their favor and friendship. 
The master, seeing this, praised the unjust steward for his prudence.  Somehow, he was preparing for his social        
security and his life insurance. A wise man or woman knows that he or she must prepare for his future. The wisest one 
prepares for eternity. 
The mistake of this steward/manager was not looking far enough into the future.  In other words, he was preparing 
only for temporary security when he would lose his job, but he should have been thinking about eternal security when 
he would lose his life.  It is really a shame that we do not work harder at our own eternal security. There are many 
people today who neglect to fulfill their duty to God as members of His Church.  Instead, they use their talent and 
their prudence to achieve wealth and fame.  They fail to realize that these goals are only temporal.  They fail to realize 
that one’s true goal should be eternity.  True wisdom would direct one to using his talents to achieve eternal           
happiness with God.   But far too few use their prudence in this way. 
Our Lord says that we are to use this world’s goods to gain a lasting reception in Heaven.   Money is not an end in   
itself.   Money is supposed to be used to support one’s family, to help the poor, to spread religion. 
Frankly, money is a great danger.  We can make our whole lives and effort to build up wealth, and forget about the 
needs of others who are worse off than we. This was the kind of thoughtless greed condemned by the prophet 
Amos in the First Reading today.  Wealthy people were stealing the few crops the poor people had, by fixing the 
scales.  Money can even make us forget about God and think that we can do without Him. 
Is it fair that the rich who have more than they need take advantage of the poor who have nothing? 

Is it fair that the rich countries that throw away many things take advantage of the poor countries where people      
cannot afford the basics in life?. 
The gap between rich and poor countries grows greater all the time. 
Is it fair that if somebody works for you, increases your interest and profits, but earns nothing in the process.  This is 
what Amos called to “sell a poor man for a price of a pair of sandals”.  The oppression of the poor or the weak is one 
of the sins crying to Heaven for vengeance.  God has heard that cry in the past.  He will hear it again if not during the 
lifetime of the offenders, then when they face His judgement. 
Even for those who are poor, money can be a problem, because we can easily be trapped into thinking about little else 
than getting more money. 
We live in a society that canonizes the wealthy and forgets about eternal life.  As Christians, we must remember that 
our true wealth, our lasting wealth, is spiritual.   Our time and our money must be spent in building up treasures in 
Heaven.  That is the kind of wealth which no one, no even someone like the devious manager, can steal from us. 
In every Mass we have a reminder of true spiritual values.   In our memorial of the death of Christ, we recall that, 
though He died penniless, Christ earned for us the greatest wealth possible, the riches of eternal life in Heaven. 
All our worldly goods come from God and are to be used for His glory and our salvation. 
“For the children of this world are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.”  It 
is shocking that we all know how to save money, to trade it for interests, we put it into CD’s, into the money market 
accounts, 401K or 403B, but how many of us are sure that we will reach retirement and use it?   But we are all sure 
about passing from this world.   Invest more in Heaven than here on earth. 
Remember what Jesus said in the Bible:   “No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the oth-
er, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”  Who do you really serve? 
God or mammon?  It is your choice. 
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PLEASE VISIT OUR            
WEBSITE:  

 

 www.sjecarmichael.org 
 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL:  
office 

@sjecarmichael.org 
 

To update your        
address, phone     

number and                    
email address. 

Parishioner Update Information 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

   

 September 11, 2022    $10,077      $10,365          ($288) 

 Priests’ Retirement       $3,642            ----               ---- 

Weekly Adoration  

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  
    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 

prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                       

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or        

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Knowing that our God is generous and desires that all experience salvation, we come today with our     
prayers. 

    For the Church:  that we may be good stewards of the gifts that God has given us, use them for God’s glory, and   
never be possessed by our possessions.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all local civil authorities:  that God will guide them in promoting the common good, respect for all life, equality 
for all people, and care for those in need.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For an end to violence:  that the Spirit of God will turn hearts from violence, protect children from harm, and help all 
to respect the dignity of human life.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For the poor:  that God will lift their burdens and help them to find ways to meet their needs and prosper.   Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For the citizens of California:  may we gain a clear understanding about Proposition 1, may we be inspired to vote  
according to a well-formed conscience, and may we be empowered to show the world that, as children of the light, 
we are not afraid to lead others to stand up for the right to life.  Let us pray to the Lord.                                                                   

                                                                              LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all those impacted by the fires, for the firefighters and their families:  that God will comfort them, protect them, 
and strengthen them.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives, and friends:  that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

We place before God the prayers we have voiced and those that remain unspoken, in the name of Jesus, 
Who is Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for September 18, 2022 

Upcoming Special Collection  
 

 
October 22/23, 2022 - World Mission Sunday 

 
Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

S.JE Blessed Sacrament Chapel  is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 
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Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, 
Geoff Carter, Joseph Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Sue, Heather & Eric Crawford, Corrine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, 
Russ Davis, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, James        
Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Ernie Frehe, Anthony Gabriele, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice Guerrero, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, 
Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Pat        
Lobrovich, Karen Lydon, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Carla Moore, 
Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Max Rankin, Jeff   
Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Ray Rodgers, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Rena Scherman, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, 
Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Kim Van Blaricom, Deanna Vest, Bob Walker, 
Katie Walker, Theresa West, Lu Whitlow, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 
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 Spotlight on - PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Human Flourishing - BEATITUDES 

St. John’s will be offering weekly GRIEF SUPPORT    
GROUP SESSIONS for anyone who has experienced        

loss through the death of a loved one. 

Our second meeting will be TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 from     
10 am until noon in St James Hall.  We are meeting for            
8 consecutive Tuesday mornings through October 25.  

If there is ever a time in life when we need others to     
support and nurture us, it is when someone we love dies. 
We are here to support you in a private , sacred space.  

Any questions, please contact TERRIN HENDERSON or PAM 
JOHNSON by email at griefsupport@sjecarmichael.org.  

Consolation Ministry - Grief Support 

WE ARE BACK! !  
Calling all SJE Choir Members, past,        
present, and potential, to attend our           

next Choir Rehearsal on  
Wednesday, September 21, at 7pm 

For choir up-dates, please email Bill 
Becker at music@sjecarmichael.org 

Let’s sing!!!   

SJE Religious Ed (CCD) Begins 

SJE “Watch  Party” Documentary 

Please join us on Thursday nights at 6:30pm in 
St. James Hall or by Zoom as we unlock the 
mysteries of the Beatitudes in our review of 

The Eight Doors to the Kingdom - Meditation 
on the Beatitudes, by Father Jacque Philippe.    

We continue our discussion on Thursday,             
September 22nd.  Please come prepared by 

reading through Chapter 2.  If you plan to 
attend, please email, call or text Deacon Keith 

at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org or                        
(916) 390-5458.  For those attending by Zoom, a link             

will be sent out each Monday before the class.  

Our Religious Education/CCD classes begin THIS SUNDAY, September 18, 
2022.  On this first day of class, please bring your children into class with a 
sharpened pencil and through the doors of the ST. JAMES HALL at 8:55 am.  
Our classes will end at 9:55 am.   
If you did not have the opportunity to register your children in advance, please 
accompany them to the classes and Mrs. JOANNE GIFFARD, our SJE 
Religious Education Coordinator will have Registration Forms available in St. 
James Hall, so you can enroll your children from Kindergarten to Eighth 
Grade at that time. 

We pray for each and every family that God sends to us.  God bless you all.  
MRS. JOANNE GIFFARD, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                            jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

The SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP has RE-OPENED!!              
 
 

Check out NEW MERCHANDISE,  
a SPECIAL SALE SECTION, and  

RECYCLED ITEMS that are great bargains! 

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP is O P E N. . . 

Call for New Members to Parish Pastoral Council!! 
Our Parish is called to do what the Church – the living body of Christ – is called 
to do throughout the world.  In mission we are called to:  worship God in 
joyous celebration of the Mass and sacraments; proclaim the Word of God to 
all people; witness the love and redemptive healing of Christ; and, serve 
those in need in both Church and society.   By way of his appointment, Father    
Bernardin is entrusted to provide the pastoral care to the Parishioners so 
that all can continue the mission of Jesus here on earth.  
The Pastor finds support in discerning the needs of the Parish through the 
assistance of the Parish Pastoral Council.  The Parish Pastoral Council 
is a consultative body, pastoral in nature, which strives to discern the         
movement of the Holy Spirit among God’s people in the parish.  Specifically, 
the Parish Pastoral Council’s purpose is to enhance the process of:      
pastoral planning, developing pastoral programs, improving pastoral services 
and evaluating the pastoral effectiveness of various programs and services.   
The St. John the Evangelist Parish Pastoral Council is looking for people 
who sincerely desire the continued success of the Parish community and 
openness to the Holy Spirit’s call to share their gifts toward that success.   If 
you are interested in assisting in the work of the Parish through the Pastoral 
Council, contact Tom Ennis at tomenn@aol.com or call him at            
(916) 214-8004 to see how you can participate in this exciting yet critical 
component of the Parish.   

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org
mailto:tomenn@aol.com


SJE Religious Education 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
September 19-24, 2022  

 

Monday:  St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 
6:30 am  Living and Deceased Members of the Lubecki 
Family 
8:30 am  Gerald † and Arlis † Bragg 
 

Tuesday:  Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul 
Chŏng Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs 
6:30 am  Rita Dickinson (I) 
8:30 am  Arlen Butler † 
 

Wednesday:  St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
6:30 am  Intentions of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
8:30 am  Ed Bispo † 
 

Thursday:   
6:30 am  Joel (I) and Patricia (I) Nonnweiler 
8:30 am  Rick DiRegolo †   
 

Friday:   St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
6:30 am  John Lubecki †  
8:30 am  Ferrell Family Intentions 

  

Saturday:  BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
8:30 am  Theresa Huyah Bo † 

 Readings for the Week 

Monday: Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 8:16-18 
 

Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 
8:19-21 
 

 Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13\ 
 

Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9 
 

Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22 
 

Saturday: Eccl 11:9 -12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; Lk 9:43b-45 
 

Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19
-31            

Mass Intentions 

September 18, 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                         

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

SJE Religious Education  (Con’t) 

Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                          jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 

transform themselves into a privileged journey of holiness which opens a person 
toward the greater good, known only by the Lord.   
 

OUR PRAYER:   THERE IS NO LIMIT TO THE GOOD THAT WE CAN DO.  ST. PIO OF 
PIETRELCINA REALIZED THAT A PERSON WHO REALLY WANTS TO HELP OTHERS HAS 
UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES.  LORD, LET US FOLLOW PADRE PIO’S EXAMPLE, SO THAT 
WE MAY ALSO ADVANCE IN MERIT AND GRACE   AMEN. 
 

   

On Friday, September 23, we will celebrate the feast day of one of our more modern 
saints, St. Pio of Pietrelcina, who is the patron saint of civil defense, volunteers,       
adolescents, and stress relief. St. Pio, Francesco Forgione, was born on May 25, 1887, 
in Pietrelcina, Italy. His very religious parents Grazio Mario and Maria Giuseppe were 
poor peasant farmers, who daily attended Mass with Francesco, one older son, and two 
younger daughters. Even as a young child of five, Francesco had already made his 
decision to dedicate his life to God, and he was well known for taking on penances such 
as sleeping on a stone floor. At his local parish, Francesco served as an altar boy, and 
he experienced visions of Jesus, the Virgin Mary, and the angels. Francesco never 
realized that his mystical experiences were not also shared by other children. As a child, 
Francesco tended to the sheep, which often kept him from regularly attending school. 
He was likewise sickly as a child having suffered from a number of illnesses. At the age 
of ten, Francesco contracted typhoid fever.  
  In 1897, after three years of public schooling, Francesco shared with his parents his 
heartfelt desire to become a friar. He actually was named after St. Francis of Assisi, and 
there are numerous similarities between these two saintly people. Then Francesco’s 
parents traveled to a local monastery to request that their son enter their community, and 
the monks told them that Francesco needed more education before he would be able to 
join their group. Consequently, Grazio traveled to America to find work to pay for      
Francesco’s education. Afterwards his father hired a private tutor, and at the age of    
fifteen Francesco entered the novitiate of the Capuchin friars at Morcone.  On January 6, 
1903, when Francesco joined this group, he assumed the name Friar Pio in honor of 
Pope Pius I, whose relic he saw at his local chapel. 
  Friar Pio began his seven-year study for the priesthood at the friary of St. Francis of 
Assisi in Umbria. It was at the age of seventeen that Friar Pio suffered from a severe 
digestive disorder whereby he now was only able to digest milk and cheese, and he also 
suffered from migraines and insomnia. During prayer Friar Pio often seemed to be in a 
stupor, and he sometimes levitated in ecstasy. His superior then sent Friar Pio to a  
convent in the mountains hoping that the change of air would help him recuperate. This 
move failed, so Friar Pio was sent home to his family. Without hesitation, he continued to 
study for the priesthood, becoming a priest in 1910. Because of Padre Pio’s poor health, 
he was permitted to stay home. 
  During World War I, Padre Pio was drafted into the medical service in Naples, but when 
it was discovered that he had tuberculosis, Padre Pio was first sent home, then he was 
recalled into service, and finally he was dismissed when he was declared unfit for    
service. On September 20, 1918, Padre Pio had a vision of Jesus after hearing         
confessions after Mass.  As this vision ended, Padre Pio noticed the stigmata, the 
wounds of Christ. There was painful bleeding on his hands and feet, and on the left side 
of his body. Padre Pio became the first priest with stigmata in the history of the Catholic 
Church. Later numerous medical doctors, church authorities, and curiosity seekers  
visited Padre Pio. The authenticity of his stigmata was in question by the Catholic 
Church in 1924 and in 1931. Sanctions were placed on Padre Pio to restrain him from 
interaction with the public. These sanctions were removed when church investigations 
concluded that Padre Pio’s stigmata was not fake. By 1934, the Vatican allowed Padre 
Pio to again perform his public duties, and Pope Pius XI encouraged people to visit him. 
  Despite his physical pain, Padre Pio saw Jesus in all those who were sick or suffering. 
People, who finally had begun to happily recuperate after the war, saw Padre Pio as a 
symbol of hope. Those close to Padre Pio attested to the spiritual gifts which he       
possessed including bilocation, levitation, prophesy, and healing.  When Fr. Karol   
Wojtyla visited Padre Pio in 1917, Fr. Karol was prophetically told that he “would rise to 
the highest post in the Church”, and indeed in 1978, Father Karol Wojtyla became Pope 
John Paul II.  Truthfully, Padre Pio became famous for his piety, charity, and the quality 
of his preaching.  Consistently, he advised, “Pray, hope, and don’t worry.” His rules for 
spiritual growth were weekly confession, daily Communion, spiritual reading, meditation, 
and examination of conscience.  
  By 1925, Padre Pio had converted an old convent into a medical clinic with several 
beds for the homeless. Then Padre Pio developed a three hundred bed facility, Home 
for the Relief of Suffering, which opened its doors on May 5,1956. Padre Pio likewise 
developed an international network of prayer groups for the support of this home, which 
continues to live on and grow today. 
  After over half a century of suffering and constant apostolic activity, Padre Pio’s      
stigmata began to heal as fresh white skin started to grow over his healed wounds. 
Padre Pio often said, “After my death, I will do no more! My real mission will begin after 
my death.” On September 23, 1968, Padre Pio was called to the House of his Father. 
Pope John Paul II, on June 16, 2002, recognized St. Pio of Pietrelcina as a saint.   An 
estimated three hundred thousand people attended St. Pio’s canonization in Rome. The 
life and mission of Padre Pio testify that difficulties and sorrows, if accepted with love,  
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Holy Communion for the Sick Procedure 

For those who bring the Holy Eucharist to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, please place your Pyx on the 

Altar prior to the beginning of Mass.  
If you are unable to place the Pyx on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins.  After 

Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon to obtain 
our precious Lord, Who will journey with you to be received 
by our homebound brothers and sisters as soon as possible. 

Joke of the Week 

A newly ordained deacon was asked to hold a gravesite service for 
someone with no family or friends.  It was his first official           

assignment, so he eagerly agreed. 
Taking his duties very seriously, the deacon left early the next 

morning for the cemetery.  However, he made several wrong turns 
and quickly got himself lost.  When he finally arrived more          

than an hour late, the hearse was nowhere to be seen                    
and the two workmen were eating lunch. 

The deacon got out of his car, quickly threw on his vestments       
and hurried to the open grave.  Looking into the pit, he saw that   
the vault lid was already in place.  With a sigh, he took out his           

prayer book  and read the burial service. 
After he had left, one of the workmen said to the other, “Maybe 

we should have told him he just blessed a septic tank.”  

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

In between the worldly enjoyment and the eternal blessing 
of God’s kingdom, many people choose the worldly, not 
heaven. One of the many reasons is that these people will 
assure that they cannot experience the actual blessings of 
God. Instead, they sensationally enjoy themselves in the 
world as long as they have money. Another more          
important reason is that in advance of entering God’s      
kingdom, there is always a cross for bearing all through the 
way. The cross is basically very negative for life.   However, for experi-
encing the true love of God and others, it is positive. 
First of all, Christians will experience what Jesus had experienced. Jesus 
was so merciful and loving to sinners who did not accept him and even 
crucified him. When people willingly carry their own crosses, they     
experience how deep Jesus’ love is. In his death, Jesus expressed his         
self-giving love to sinners 
Jesus told us that he is the truth: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Though the cross 
was the torture for Jesus, through his death he revealed the world that 
resurrection is true. In other words, death cannot override the eternal life 
of God. What is placed in front of people, now, is the choice of the world 
and eternity. 
Jesus said, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life.” “Life” (psychēn) is interpreted in   
Johannine theology as earthly life. The verb “love” (philōn) here means 
close friendship. That is to say, the people befriend themselves to the 
world. Another verb “lose” (apollyei) denotes destruction. Jesus toke this 
metaphor of grain as to refer to those who become close friends with the 
world and reject God will ultimately lose both worldly and eternal lives. 
At the end of the world, the relationship with the world will be terminated 
and these people are unqualified to enter into God’s kingdom. 
The verb “hate” (misōn) is meant loving less.  Indeed, Jesus did not    
encourage people to abuse themselves but after comparing eternal life 
and the worldly, people should love the worldly less and must not let the 
world drag down the ultimate target of life. Only then can the authentic 
life (zōēn) be preserved. Here the evangelist changed the worldly life 
(psychēn) to authentic life (zōēn).   This “life” is the vocabulary of           
Johannine theology, which means life eternal. 
Life is divided into true and false.  Though false life is dazzling and     
attractive, the world will finally pass away.   Only true life lasts forever. 
Fr. Abraham Chiu 
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SJE Knights Tootsie Roll Drive... 

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support.  

It is appreciated more than you know; we couldn’t 
do this without you. 

The Food Locker has been busier than ever;  numbers 
are going up.  If you know someone who could benefit from 

the Food Locker, please let them know we are open on 
Wednesday mornings from 8 am to 10 am. 

The volunteer helpers at the Food Locker tell me                              
we could use spaghetti,  jars of spaghetti sauce,                   

pinto beans, rice and cereal.            

Also, we still need brown grocery bags and the                    
reusable plastic bags. 

 

RIP Queen Elizabeth II...corgi hearts           
all over are breaking. 

 Special guest appearance this week by LuLu  
and Chewie, two of the many corgis who greeted 

her majesty as she crossed over the bridge. 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!   Stay safe!   

CHRIST THE King Fall Gala 2022 

SJE PRO-LIFE ROSARY INVITATION 

An Invitation is being extended to you to participate in 

a PRO-LIFE ROSARY every SATURDAY MORNING                      
after the 8:30 am Mass, through a recording.                        

It will be led by BISHOP MYRON COTTA. 
With even more innocent human beings being killed 

through abortion, we are called to even more fervent 

prayers to help end this slaughter.  Every child                   

is precious in God’s sight and is irreplaceable! 
Thank you and may God abundantly bless you for      

your consideration on this prayerful invitation. 
 

TERESA DUCKWORTH, SJE  Pro-Life Coordinator 

(916) 274-9596                turnheartsaround@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS 
  

     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 
Celebrated THIS SUNDAY,  

September 18th at 1:30 pm in our 

CHURCH  

Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

On October 1st and 2nd, Knights of Columbus 
members will be in our Church Narthex after all 
Masses offering free Tootsie Rolls and accept-

ing donations for their Intellectual Disability Drive.   
All money raised by the Knights helps send kids and adults  

with developmental disabilities to Camp ReCreation, a camp 
under the patronage of the Diocese of Sacramento.   

Please assist the Knights by being as generous as you can in 
support of this worthy event. If you are not currently           

attending Masses in person, you can still contribute to the 
drive by writing a check made payable to: COLUMBIAN 
FOUNDATION ID (a 501(c)(3) charitable organization)  

(tax deductible) and mailing it to:                                            
Joe Romanazzi, ID Drive Co-Chairman  

6322 Appian Way 
Carmichael, CA 95608  
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