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Schedule of Masses 

Sunday Mass: 

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm 
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm 

 

Daily Mass: 
6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 

8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 Holy Days: 
 6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm 

    Healing Mass:  
 1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month

 NO SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAM - DISCONTINUED 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive faith community, nourished by      

the Word of God and the Eucharistic Table.  We are open and trusting in the love of Jesus Christ 
to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  



           
Page 2 

 Pastor’s Page 

OUR GAS LINE IS LEAKING AGAIN: 

Dear Parishioners, over two weeks ago, on Tuesday, November 22, 2022 during the     
Thanksgiving break when no school children were present, a school parent volunteer smelled 
gas at the school drive-through gate entrance near the Church.  As soon as she told Tim, our 
custodian, he called PG&E, which sent their crew out immediately to investigate and found 
the gas odor to be real. PG&E then locked off that whole meter so that no gas was passing 
through this huge meter that supplies most of our campus.  Because of recent events, PG&E 

is very cautious about any kind of gas leak so they will always shut off the gas until the gas line leak is      
repaired and pressure tested. 

I remember another gas line leak in the Rectory only 7 years ago, right at the time I came here. The back   
parking lot of the Rectory where we park our cars had a gas leak as well and it was so bad that the whole gas 
line going to the Rectory, just a few feet from Mercy Hall, was replaced. It was so expensive that we paid 
over $10,000.  During this time, we had no problem as the gas was left on. We kept cooking on our stoves, 
we had the gas heaters running in the Rectory and hot water as well; only the huge check we had to write to 
pay for the repair left the big hole in our Church bank account.  Life kept going on as usual. 

This current gas leak came at the worst time and at the worst place, occurring the week of Thanksgiving and 
the following week with the School’s Craft Fair, located at one of the School’s main entrances to the campus.  

As you know, dear Parishioners, it is very cold and we often reach freezing temperatures. We rely on gas to 
keep our school’s and most of our other buildings warm. Now some of the school’s buildings, Saint James 
Hall, Mercy Hall and the Rectory have no gas at all. The Rectory has no hot water, that means we can’t take 
showers in the morning. The freezing water scares me to death. I cannot dare even using it not only in the 
morning but any other time of the day. If it happens that we stink like skunks, you will know the reason. 
Thank you to all of you who have shown great compassion toward us priests by offering for us to take         
showers in your homes (thank you but we have family members who live nearby), bringing us electric tools 
to cook our food with, proposing to buy for us electric heaters so that we can keep warm… That is so nice of 
you. We appreciate your generosity.  

Without gas we can’t cook as we rely on the gas stove. We were so spoiled that whenever we wanted to cook, 
it was a piece of cake to start the fire. Now there’s no flame at all. We have to use the microwave only to 
warm food. Our lives have changed. Thank God a friend of ours called Angie NG, who goes to the Chinese 
Mass at the Cathedral celebrated by Father Abraham Chiu, bought a Butane stove, a very small one used in 
camping or emergency. It helps us cook on a “gas” flame, helps us to warm some water to take a shower. It is 
not the same as the real stove.  But God bless her heart, at least we can eat and cook as we are used to. 

God is good to us, at least we have the Church warm and can continue with the Sunday’s and weekday’s    
services. Our Church has its own gas line and meter and so does our Tralee Center.  The School’s Kindergar-
ten, Pre-School and Science/Art buildings are all electric and have heat. 

Too much heat is not good; too much cold is not good as well. Without a heater the classrooms are very cold. 
Thank God, our Principal Christie HORTON found a way to keep classes open by using Tralee and the   
buildings heated on electricity. I was worried too much about the kids because they are more vulnerable than 
adults. For us priests in the Rectory, we can take care of ourselves by wearing extra clothes in the house,   
adding extra blankets, and using flannel sheets for the bed. There is always a way we can survive. But this did 
help me to have compassion for our homeless brothers and sisters, who are outside for all seasons and with 
no hope at all.  We are very blessed by God. 

Linda and the principal have contacted many companies to see if they can fix the deteriorated pipes; some 
wanted to change every single line of gas as they pass through the concrete, under, above and into the build-
ings. This would be very expensive and could take a very long time.  A week ago Monday, Christie, through 
the SJE School’s Newsletter and the following outpouring of support from the School Parents, reached one 
company that was willing to give it a try. Please, pray that this company and their repairs may succeed so the 
children may be warm again and that we too may be back to normal life.  I am looking forward to it. 

Dear Parishioners and School Parents, even if this may succeed, God willing, it is only temporary. Eventually 
the old gas piping needs to be entirely replaced or be changed out to electricity. Whatever we decide, it will 
be too expensive. I wish I could win the California Lottery, but I am not so lucky. Whatever happens we have 
to fight for survival.  Keep praying and ask God for guidance and assistance in this matter. 

God bless;  Father Bernardin MUGABO.  



GAUDETE SUNDAY: 

Now, the Church is in the middle of our season of anticipation, two weeks from the beginning of 
Advent, and two weeks from the great solemnity of Christmas, of  which Isaiah prophesied 
during the time of Exodus.  People were suffering too much.  For them, there was no hope.  It 
looked like living in a desert.  No water, no food, and no hope.  Only desolation that death might 

strike at anytime.  Isaiah’s words are consoling: “Don’t worry,” he said, “the Savior is on His way to set you 
free.  Only be patient.  Things will change for the best:  the desert and the parched land will exult, the steppe 
will rejoice and bloom.  Weak knees will be strong; no more fear, the blind will see; the ears of the death will 
be cleared; the lame will leap like a deer, the mute will speak. No more sorrow, no more pain.” 

This message is for each one of us, too, when we are desolate:  don’t worry, Jesus is coming to save you.   He 
is on His way, only be patient.   Don’t give up. 

The prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled in today’s Gospel.  The tradition has always highlighted John the Baptist 
during the season of Advent.  In fact, his common title is the “forerunner” of Christ.  He came to prepare 
Jesus’ way.   John the Baptist prepared people to welcome Jesus by his preaching and his life.  Now he is in 
prison for having reproached the Tetrarch Herod, and his adultery with Herodias, the wife of his brother.  For 
that truth, he was beheaded.  When you don’t want to listen to the good advice of repentance, you only 
worsen your situation.  (We too must stand firm against the temptations of the world, the temptations of the 
flesh and the temptations of the devil).   

Now John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus this question:  “Are you the one who is to come or should 
we look for another?”  Jesus’ answer shows the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah. “Go and tell John what 
you hear and see.” Blind regained their sight, lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, dead raised and 
the Good News is proclaimed to the poor.  Somehow, He is the one.   His actions and His words show that He 
really is the Messiah.  

An English proverb says; “Actions speak louder than words.”  Our actions and our faith should go together. 
We should practice what we believe.  You might say: ‘I am working hard to put Christmas lights on my house, 
installing and decorating a Christmas tree, and building the Crib.  That is good but it is not enough.  You have 
to make a newbeginning.   Is the joy of the coming Messiah shining in your hearts?  Remember that all those 
who put up Christmas lights are not necessarily Christians.  I remember someone one day in the past wrote 
the word “sexy” on his house using Christmas lights. 

When we are sick, it hurts, the same as being blind, deaf, and lame, mute or poor.  But there are disabled 
people who are much happier than people who are physically well.  Spiritual “blindness” or “disability” is 
closing one’s soul to the way of the perfect joy that comes from Jesus.  One Advent Sunday, a pastor asked 
children: “Why does Jesus come at Christmas?”  Without hesitation, one four-year-old replied, “to make 
Jesus real.”  If we all starve to make Jesus real in our lives and our actions, there will be no more pain or 
desolation in our lives and our world. 

To prepare for Christ’s coming at Christmas, at our death, or at the end of the world, “we must be patient” or 
better translated, “long suffering”.  We must be like a farmer waiting for “the precious yield of soil.”  They 
trust that even though the weather might change and affect their farms, they don’t lose hope.  Without the 
labor of pregnancy, there is no birth.  Without the death on the cross, there is no resurrection.  Without the 
long-suffering of Advent, there will be no true Christmas. 

We, too, are often desperate to know if what we do, what we suffer, the sacrifices we make, have a 
meaning.  Even though we live in a world that has seen the light of Christ, still we can experience moments 
of deep darkness and doubt.  Hence the words of encouragement Christ spoke to John are surely meant for 
us too:   happy is the person who does not lose faith. 

The coming Messiah brings us hope - hope that tomorrow things will be better.  Just be patient and wait.  

Jesus is coming, hope is on the way. 
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Parishioner Update Information 

PLEASE VISIT OUR    
WEBSITE:  

 

 www.sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL:  
office 

@sjecarmichael.org 
 

To update your  
address, phone  

number and          
email address. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 

    Actual          Budget         Surplus/         
Weekend of:   (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit):

 December 4, 2022       $13,080     $10,365   $2,715 

Weekly Adoration 

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  
    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 

prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm. 

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED 
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or        

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules. 

As we await the coming of our Lord, we know that our hope resides in Him alone.  Let us now approach His 
Heavenly Father with our needs and the needs of the whole world. 

  For the Church:  that we may be instruments of hope, bringing light to the darkness of society, to those who are 
suffering, and to those who have lost purpose and meaning in life.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For those who are caught in their own expectations:  that God will break their bonds and open their vision to all that 
is possible through God’s love.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For new awareness:  that we may recognize the presence and action of God in the people and events around us and 
be open to God’s invitations to extend the reign of God through our words and deeds.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who struggle with doubt:  that God will open their eyes and hearts to Jesus and the marvelous things which 
God does within and around them.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For greater gratitude and appreciation: that through the reflections of Advent, we may have a deeper love for our 
spouse, family members, and all who are significant in our lives.  Let us pray to the Lord.         

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER  

  For healing of our bodies, minds, attitudes and spirits:  that God will heal and make whole all the sick, wounded, and 
broken areas within us so that we may more fully be instruments of God’s love.   Let us pray to the Lord.           

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives and friends: that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord.      

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER  
  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

God of love and compassion, in Your goodness, fulfill our longing for Your peace, and hear the prayers we 
brought to You in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ.   Amen.      

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for December 11, 2022 

Upcoming Special Collection 

December 10/11, 2022 - Retirement Fund for Religious 
The appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious asks us to recall those 
women and men religious whose ministry has nourished our own faith, 
served our Church, and strengthened our nation. Today, more than 37,000 
women and men religious are past age 70. Their institutes face critical  
economic challenges as the costs of health care escalate and as the need  
for handicapped-accessible housing increases.  Please be as generous as 
possible. 

Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

S.JE Blessed Sacrament Chapel  is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 
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Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Virginia Bispo, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert 
Burns, Chuck Carly, John Carroll, Geoff Carter, Joseph Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Sue, Heather & Eric Crawford, Cor-
rine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erick-
son, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Ernie Frehe, Anthony Gabriele, Margaret Gallagher, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice Guerrero, 
Steve Guerrero,    Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, 
Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, 
Carla Moore, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Martha Perez, Mike Peterson, Alex 
Quiroz, Noreen Rademacher, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Ray Rodgers, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Kim Schultz, 
Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Kim Van 
Blaricom, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Kay Webb, Theresa West, Lu Whitlow, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 
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PLEASE JOIN US! !  
Calling all SJE Choir Members, past and         

present to attend our next Choir Rehearsal  

on Wednesday, December 14 , at 7pm 

 

For choir up-dates, please email                            
Bill Becker at music@sjecarmichael.org 

Sisters in Faith - Mini Advent Retreat 

Human Flourishing - CHALLENGE 

 ATTENTION THE WOMEN OF OUR ST. JOHN’S PARISH:   
 

SISTERS IN FAITH has planned a mini Advent Retreat. 
   

We will discuss the journey of Advent with the           
incarnation of Jesus and our Blessed Mother, Mary.   

Join us for three Wednesdays, 11/30, 12/07, and 
12/14 at 6:30 pm.   

Our 3rd meeting on 12/14 will again be held in the 
Chapel. 

  Please join us as we celebrate Advent and prepare for 
Christmas. 

Contact PAM JOHNSON at (916) 716-6228 for questions. 

Spotlight on - Altar Linens Ministry 

Laundry is not something         
typically associated with Mass, 
but clean, pressed linens play   

an important part in the 
celebration of the 

Eucharist.   During the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist, the Blessed 

Sacrament, the Chalice and the 
Ciboria are all placed on a blessed linen called a 

“Corporal”.   Another linen, called the “Purificator” is used 
to clean the Chalice after Holy Communion.                  

Finger towels are also used by the Priest, Deacons and 
Eucharistic ministers.  

Cleaning and pressing of these linens and towels are the       
responsibility of the Altar Linens/Laundry Ministry 

which is part of the Altar Society.    

Members of this Ministry take turns picking up the linens 
and hand towels used during Mass and taking them home 

where they are carefully hand-rinsed, machine washed, 
and then dried.  They are carefully ironed, folded, returned 

to the Church Sacristy and put away for use at Mass.    

Participation in our SJE Altar Linens/Laundry                
Ministry offers an important behind-the-scenes 

opportunity for Parishioners to serve God and their Parish.  

If you are interested in the Altar Linens/Laundry 
Ministry or have any questions, please contact the SJE 

Parish office at (916) 483-8454 or email at 
office@sjecarmichael.org. 

Thank you in advance for sharing of your time and talents!! 

As we prepare for Christmas, ST. JOHN’S 
ALTAR SOCIETY is purchasing matching 
bulk Poinsettia plants through the 
“Christmas Flowers” remembrance  
donation envelopes in the mailed    
Offertory Envelope Packets which  
honor your deceased loved ones.   
If you wish instead to donate other  
seasonal flowering plants, please leave 
these plants in the Church or Chapel Narthexes starting           
Saturday, December 17th and continuing until Friday,     
December 23rd. 
All these plants will be used to decorate and adorn the Altar 
and Narthex areas during the Christmas season. 
Thank you so very much to all who have already contributed; 
we so very much appreciate your generosity. 
Thank you in advance for helping to make our Christmas   
Season Mass celebrations more beautiful! 

Christmas Altar Flowers 

Come join the Human Flourishing Group        
as we journey together in developing an         

attentiveness, an openness, and a                    
responsiveness to God.   

As a group we will be meeting on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month for about 36 

weeks.  Individually you will follow a simple 
daily meditation program in a book compiled by 
Mark Link, S.J. called Challenge.  Deacon Keith 

led this program three times at St. John’s.  Each time it has    
provided surprising results for the participants.    

Our first gathering will be on January 5th at 6:30pm in St. James 
Hall.  At that meeting we orient ourselves to books daily    

meditations and to the purpose and process of the exercises.  
After that we will meet on the second and fourth Thursdays at 

6:30pm in St. James Hall.  Zoom participation is welcome. 
 The book can be obtained through St. Jude Shop.                         

Please call or text Deacon Keith Johnson at 916-390-5458 or 
email him at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org 

https://www.stjudeshop.com/literature-media/books-journals-audio-books/meditation-prayer-books/challenge-by-mark-link-s-j/


SJE Religious Education 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
December 12-17, 2022 

 
  

Monday: OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
6:30 am   Living and Deceased Members of the Lubecki 
Family  
8:30 am    Ramon Coronado † 
 

Tuesday:  St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
6:30 am    Living and Deceased Members of the Lubecki 
Family  
8:30 am    Richard Gregory † 
 

Wednesday:  St. John of the Cross. Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 
 

6:30 am    Virginia Bispo (I) 

8:30 am    Jim O’Connor †    
 

Thursday:  Advent Weekday 
6:30 am    Sonja Van Zboray and Family Intentions  
8:30 am     Will Cooney †  
 

Friday:   Advent Weekday 
6:30 am     Bunnie Albert  †  
8:30 am     Katherine (I) and Ron (I) Lee  
  

Saturday:  Late Advent Weekday 
8:30 am     Cecile Lam Tram †  

 Readings for the Week 

Monday:  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 
13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 or any readings 
from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707
-712 
Tuesday:   Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23; 
Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday:  Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-
14; Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday:  Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; Lk 
7:24-30 
Friday:  Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;  Mt 1:1
-17 
Sunday:  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

Mass Intentions 

December 11 , 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                       

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

  During this Advent season, our CCD classes are focusing on the     
Nativity of Our Lord.   

  Likewise, during this season, we are reflecting on ways that we can 
give comfort to those in need of spiritual or physical help.  A saint who 
was a friend to all, especially to those who were suffering, is St. Maria 
Crocifissa di Rosa. She was born on November 6, 1813, in Brescia, 
Italy, to Clemente di Rosa, a rich industrialist, landowner, and public 
servant, and his wife the Countess Camilla Albani. All her life Maria was 
a servant to everyone, making the suffering of others her own grief. 
There were nine children in Maria’s family, and during her childhood she 
was educated by the Visitation Sisters at their convent.  

  When her mother died in 1824, Maria left school to take care of her     
father’s household, and she also worked and managed her father’s large 
spinning mill. With her father’s encouragement, Maria tended to both the 
material and spiritual needs of the female workers at the plant. Even at 
the age of seventeen, Maria arranged retreats for her parish, and she 
assisted in a wide variety of charitable guilds. Her spiritual director,   
Monsignor Pigoni, and her close friend, Gabriella Bornati, encouraged 
and supported Maria in her caring for the sick and needy. 

  In 1836, a devasting cholera epidemic broke out in Brescia, and Maria 
and her friends heroically cared for the sick in a local hospital in this 
area. Later in 1837 at the age of twenty-four, Maria was asked to be the 
supervisor of a workhouse for poor girls.  After two years, Maria became 
seriously distressed because there was no place for these girls to stay at 
night. Consistently, Maria worried about these homeless girls and their 
safety. Because she could never go to bed with a clear conscience, she 
quit her job at the workhouse and set up a boardinghouse for poor girls.  
In addition, she helped establish a school for the deaf, and vigorously 
supported laws to help indigent women.   

     Later in 1840, Maria founded a religious community called the     
Handmaids of Charity.  Their chief work was to care for the sick and 
suffering. Sister Maria Crocifissa was the Angel of Mercy in Brescia, 
especially when war broke out in Europe, and her homeland was       
invaded.  When others would have avoided this kind of turmoil, crawling 
into bed pulling the covers over their heads, Maria and her sisters went 
out into the battlefields, nursing the wounded and the dying. They staffed 
a military hospital with Sister Maria as their supervisor, and once even 
turned back an unruly troop of soldiers who tried to break into this     
Brescia hospital.  

  Sister Maria Crocifissa in 1850 traveled to Rome to obtain final       
approval from Pope Pius IX for her congregation. Rapidly, news of her 
congregation spread, and Sister Maria Crocifissa opened houses in  
Verona and Spalato. The main focus of this religious apostolate was 
always caring for the poor as well as the sick. Sister Maria once told one 
of her colleagues, “I suffer from seeing suffering.” On December 15, 
1855, St. Maria Crocifissa di Rosa died at a hospital in Brescia. She 
received the title “The Servant of God.”  Pope Pius XII canonized her as 
a saint at St. Peter’s Basilica on June 12, 1954.  Her feast day will be 
celebrated on Thursday, December 15. 

OUR PRAYER:  ST. MARIA CROCIFISSA DI ROSA, YOU WERE NEVER AFRAID 
TO SEE CHRIST IN ALL THOSE WHO WERE SUFFERING AND SICK.  HELP US TO 
EMBRACE GOD BY SEEING CHRIST IN OTHERS,  ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE 
IN NEED OF SPIRITUAL OR PHYSICAL HELP.  AMEN. 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                           jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 
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Holy Communion for the Sick Procedure 

For those who bring the Holy Eucharist to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, please place your Pyx 

with Host on the Altar prior to the beginning of Mass.  

If you are unable to place the Pyx on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins.  After 

Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon to obtain 
our precious Lord, Who will journey with you to be received 
by our homebound brothers and sisters as soon as possible. 

If you or anyone you know of is homebound and in                          
need of receiving the Holy Eucharist, please contact 
GAIL GUDAHL, SJE Lead Homebound Minister at 
homeboundministry@sjecarmichael.org or our 

SJE PARISH OFFICE at (916) 483-8454. 

 Ministry to the Homebound Recipients 

End-of-Calendar-Year Giving 

Many individuals will make charitable contributions 
late in the calendar year to take advantage of tax 
benefits.     In order to do so, checks must be dated 
and envelopes postmarked on or before December 
31, 2022. 
If you are in a position to make end-of-year contributions, please 
consider our Parish,  St. John the Evangelist, as a beneficiary of 
your support. 
Please contact our SJE Parish Office at (916) 483-8454  for more  
information.  

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

Many Christians have struggled to understand why    
tragedy seems to befall innocent people, but, to the       
contrary, good luck bestows on the bad.  In addition, they 
are taught that God will punish them if they misbehave 
themselves.  As a result, people repent only because of the 
threat of divine retribution, not transforming their lives 
toward God’s kingdom.  This has become the popular 
norm of the faithful. 
Today, Jesus uses two local tragedies to teach us about our need for  
repentance and of a renewal of life. Jesus presented these two real     
incidents as one tragedy, i.e. unwilling to repent is the worst tragedy of 
life. Moreover, the natural assumption at the time was to think that the 
victims were particularly guilty and must have somehow deserved it.  
Jesus connected his warning to people’s rejection of God as well as the 
Jews interpreted this tragedy as God’s punishment of the workers who 
had cooperated with Pilate in his sacrilegious aqueduct project.  Jesus 
denied that either the Galileans or the eighteen people suffered because 
of their sins. Whoever rejected repentance would finally die eternally 
since the repentance theme is a major emphasis in Luke’s gospel (3:3; 
3:8; 5:32; 13:3, 5; 15:7; 16:30; 17:3; 24:47).  
Jesus’ life is the clearest evidence that a person’s suffering is not proof of 
that person’s sin. While sin can lead to tragedy, not every tragedy is the 
result of sin. Jesus invited us to such repentance that “metanoia” this 
Greek verb implies not just regret for the past but a radical conversion 
and a complete change in our way of life as we respond and open our-
selves to the love of God.  
Repentance, or a turning away from one path to another, is not so much 
finding God as being found by God.  It helps us in life and in death; in 
addition, it also reminds people of living as forgiven people. Finally, it 
encourages Christians to face death without fear.  We cannot see Jesus in 
all his fullness unless we look at him through the lens of repentance. 
Repentance, thus, teaches us how to die in order to know how to live. 
                                                                                         Fr. Abraham Chiu  
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JOKE OF THE WEEK 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  

     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

Celebrated NEXT SUNDAY, December 18th 

at 1:30 pm in our CHURCH 

 

Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

 Nearby Parishes’ Advent Penance Service 

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support,  

which allows us to help the poor and needy               
in our neighborhood.   

       

The Food Locker is low on spaghetti, spaghetti sauce,   
mac n’ cheese, and jelly/jam.   

Anything that you can help out with is appreciated.   

Thank you!! 
 

 

Included in your November/December 
envelope packet is an envelope for       

St. Vincent de Paul.    

Please take a moment to make a         
donation; all donations are appreciated.   

Envelopes may be placed in the           
collection at weekend Masses.         

Thank you!!  

 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!   Stay safe! 

SJE Christmas Season Schedule 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

 

St. Philomene: Tuesday, December 13th, 
7:00 pm 

 

St. Mel: Wednesday, December 14th, 
7:00 pm  

 

Our Lady of the Assumption: Monday,   
December 19th, 7:00 pm 

 

St. Ignatius: Wednesday, December 21st, 
(2) Services: 10:00 am and 7:00 pm  

The SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP is OPEN!!          

 

The 2023 ST. JOSEPH MISSAL has arrived. 
ADVENT SUPPLIES and CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE 

are now available. 

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP News 

The Pastor asked the Parish bookkeeper and the head 
of the Parish Financial Council for their opinion on the 

Parish’s financial situation. 
“Well,” said the pair, “our financial situation is very 

fluid.” 
“And what exactly does that mean?” asked the Pastor. 

“We’re going down the drain…” 
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For All Your Real Estate Needs
Glenda Hill
REAL ESTATE AGENT

916.761.7548
glendaahill@earthlink.net

Parishioner since 
1973

Andrew P. Pugno 
(916) 608-3065

Estate Planning Law
JesuitHighSchool.org

Sacramento Area
Real Estate
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and Dedicated
Parishioner

DRE# 01014440

Pam Johnson
(916) 716-6228

pam@bountypoint.com
www.bountypoint.com

Bounty Point Real Estate

“Traditional Catholic, 
Cremation, and

Burial services available.”

5757 Greenback Lane
Sacramento, CA 95841

Hablamos Español!
Call Jessica Harston

916-732-2026

Carmichael 
Dinah McMillin - Branch Manager

4701 Manzanita Ave. • 916-481-0664

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Most Complete

Online National
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Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
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24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

See
Your Ad
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Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805
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• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
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