
 

 

  St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

December 18, 2022 

 

Parish Information                                                   
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org  

--PARISH OFFICE HOURS - 9:30 AM-4 PM--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic School 
www.stjohnev.com 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 

Principal:  Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 

Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

  

Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.                            I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm  

 

Daily Mass:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 

8:30 am (SATURDAY) 
 

            Holy Days:  
            6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

            Healing Mass:  
              1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 SJE ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE - Tuesday, December 21st @ 7 pm 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive faith community, nourished by                           

the Word of God and the Eucharistic Table.  We are open and trusting in the love of Jesus Christ                                                                 
to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  
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                          Guest Columnist’s (Pastor’s) Page 

This is a brand new, never-before-published Article that SJE Parishioner Joe Romanazzi wrote 

and has very kindly shared with us since I have been overwhelmed with meetings, other             

Parishes’ Penance Services, etc. due to the busy Advent and Christmas seasons.  Please enjoy!!!                                        

--God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO 

 

By:  Joe Romanazzi,  

SJE Guest Columnist 
 

                                                                      Life is Like a Cash Register 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was renowned for his preaching on television and radio, as 
well his authorship of numerous books from 1930 to 1968.  Many of us spent countless hours          
reading his literature and listening to his programs.  The beloved Archbishop Sheen observed that, 
“Life is like a cash register, in that every account, every thought, every deed, like every sale, is    
registered and recorded.”  

“When God, in the beginning, created man, he made him subject to his own free 
choice. If you choose you can keep the commandments; it is loyalty to do his will. 
There are set before you fire and water; to whichever you choose, stretch forth 
your hand. Before man are life and death, whichever he chooses shall be given 
him.” Sirach (15:14-17)                

God entrusts us with the gift of life.  All human life is sacred and must be treated with respect and 
kindness.  As Christians, we have a moral duty to choose life and to also be powerful advocates      
for life, especially for those who have no voice.  Our Catholic Church, including the Knights of      
Columbus (K of C), has a long and proud history of doing its part to protect human life at all stages.  

At St. John the Evangelist Church, Parishioners generously support life events with their time, 
treasure, and prayers. The vigorous protection of human life is emphasized by our clergy in their 
Homilies, reflected in the regular presence of Parishioners praying the Rosary in front of local      
abortion clinics, and praying for the end of abortion from our church pews and homes.  Many      
participate in 40 Days for Life, Life Chain and Walk for Life West Coast.  Many, many more support 
the Bishop Gallegos Maternity Home, the Sacramento Life Center, and the K of C’s annual              
Intellectual Disability Drive (Tootsie Roll Drive) for Camp ReCreation.  

My Brothers and Sisters, the way we live our lives, protect the vulnerable lives of others, and       
interact with our fellow human beings accompanies us to eternity. Archbishop Sheen’s comparison 
of life to a cash register is a good one in my mind because it points out that the Lord is aware        
of everything we do, have done, and have ever thought about doing. Importantly, He keeps        
meticulous records for use later on.  Our successful participation in witnessing for Life may allow 
us to use the express lane at the check-out counter when the Chief Cashier rings us up on the     
Heavenly cash register of life. Hopefully, He will give all of us a receipt marked, Amount Paid in 
Full, Balance Due Zero.  Incidentally, my guess is that the Chief Cash Register Operator in 
Heaven will not take kindly to IOUs, coupons, NSF checks, or being told the check is in the mail. 
He will also most likely be a sceptic when it comes to accepting Bitcoins or any other form of     
cryptocurrency.      



THE MYSTERY OF RECEIVING:  (4th Sunday of Advent) 
 

This past Thanksgiving, my prayer encouraged me to reflect on the changes over time of 

how, when, where, and with whom I have celebrated the holidays during my life. My       

specific thoughts were around Christmas.  I have always celebrated a Christmas Eve meal 

with family.  I have always woken up in my own bed to experience the magic of Christmas morning.  I 

have always celebrated the entire day of Christmas without significant travel.  I have always received 

many thoughtful gifts that I often don't remember.  The one thing that has changed is the people I have 

spent Christmas with.  So, I asked, "what is the gift and have I received it well?" 

It was probably in recognizing the joy of the next generation of children as they receive their gifts when 

it became more satisfying to give than to receive.  Selecting gifts for individual children is really an art. 

We think about their age, is the child a boy or a girl.  We think about them, and our time spent with 

them.  We consider their interest.  We take all this into consideration and then when we make that final 

decision of what the gift is honestly there is a little bit of us - the giver - in that gift.  Every gift contains 

an act of love of the gift giver. 

Because God so much loves us that He gifts us Himself even when we don’t deserve Him.  But we must 

“Let the Lord enter”, as the Psalm proclaimed, and accept the gift of the Lord into our heart.   

In the First Reading, Ahaz was a decedent of David and an ancestor to Jesus.  Ahaz was a corrupt leader.  

He defiled the temple in the worship of false gods and by sacrificing two of his sons to those false gods.  

Jerusalem was under attack by the Assyrians.  Isaiah was sent to offer Ahaz an opportunity to receive 

God who offered him a favor to stop the insurrection that caused much pain and suffering to the people 

of Jerusalem.  Ahaz’s statement may sound humble as he states, “I will not tempt the LORD!”  But the 

comment was anything but humble.  Ahaz was not concerned about anything other satisfying his own 

passions even with the terror inflicted on others around him.  

In the Gospel, the prophesy of the Messiah was being fulfilled.  Joseph, unlike Ahaz, challenged with a 

difficult situation, opened his heart for the Lord to enter.  It seems that Joseph had a conversion.  Most 

of what the angel communicated to Joseph, of why he should take Mary into his house, was because 

the life of this child conceived by the Holy Spirit was to free the people of God from the slavery of sin.  

For Joseph, it was no longer just about the world of Mary and Joseph and the fear of shame and        

chastisement.  The gift of the Emmanuel was to fulfill God the Father’s plan of reconciling Himself to the 

world.  Joseph accepted the gift and took into his home Mary and the Fruit of her womb.          

Paul’s Letter to the Romans speaks of Christ’s ordinary human nature as a descendant of David and His 

eternal nature as the Son of God, Who is the most precious gift to humanity from the Father.  The Gift 

who carries the very being of the Father from His birth in Bethlehem to His death in Calvary.  And 

throughout that journey, He took upon His shoulders the weight of the faults and misgivings of our     

fallen nature.  A fallen nature that has built a veil between us and our ability to say “yes” to welcoming 

the Emmanuel.   

Brothers and Sisters, it is in the how we celebrate, it is in the when we celebrate, it is in the where we 

celebrate, and it is with whom we celebrate that we come to say “yes” to letting the Gift into our house, 

and into our heart.  But, in receiving that Gift well, the joy is truly in the giving of Christ and the love of 

the Father to the next generation of His children, young and old.           
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Parishioner Update Information 
 

PLEASE VISIT OUR            
WEBSITE:  

 

 www.sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL:  
office 

@sjecarmichael.org 
 

To update your        
address, phone     

number and                    
email address. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

   

 December 11, 2022   N/A - Early Holiday Bulletin Deadline 

Weekly Adoration  

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays 

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  
    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 

prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                       

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or        

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

We now turn to God with the needs and prayers of our hearts.  

   For the Church:  that we, like Joseph, may wholeheartedly live our faith traditions and yet remain open to the     
mystery of God’s unconventional work in our lives and the world around us.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

  For all who are suffering for their faith, particularly Christians in the Middle East and West Africa:  that God will heal 
those who have been wounded, give strength to those living their faith, and turn the hearts of oppressors towards 
coexistence.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

   For all who are serving in the military, as relief workers or missionaries or who must serve a greater good away from 
home this Christmas and their families:  that God will guide their efforts, protect them from all danger, and bring 
them home safely.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For all who are burdened by poverty and for those who seek to assist them:  that God will open new ways to meet 
their needs and bring them hope and courage.   Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

  For reconciliation within families: that in our celebrations of God being with us, we may forgive past hurts and strive 
to renew relationships in our families.  Let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER   
 

  For all who are awaiting the birth of a child or who are new parents:  that they may recognize God’s presence in 
their child and nurture the gift of life entrusted to their care.   Let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER  
  

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives and friends: that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

Loving and gracious God, we come before You as Your children in need of Your love and support.   We ask  
You to hear and answer these prayers which we make in the name of Jesus, Who is Lord forever and ever.   
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for December 18, 2022 

Upcoming Special Collections  
             
 

January, 2023 - NO SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

February 18/19, 2023 - Annual Catholic Appeal                          
                                           Commitment Weekend 

Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

S.JE Blessed Sacrament Chapel  is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 
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Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Virginia Bispo, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert 
Burns, Chuck Carly, John Carroll, Geoff Carter, Joseph Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Sue, Heather & Eric Crawford, Cor-
rine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erick-
son, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Ernie Frehe, Anthony Gabriele, Margaret Gallagher, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice Guerrero, 
Steve Guerrero,    Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, 
Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, 
Carla Moore, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Martha Perez, Mike Peterson, Alex 
Quiroz, Noreen Rademacher, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Ray Rodgers, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Kim Schultz, 
Christopher Scott, Paul Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Kim Van 
Blaricom, Bob Walker, Katie Walker, Kay Webb, Theresa West, Lu Whitlow, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda Young and all those with COVID-19.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 
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PLEASE JOIN US! !  
Calling all SJE Choir Members, past and         

present to attend our next Choir Rehearsal  

on Wednesday, December 21, at 7pm 

 

For choir up-dates, please email                            
Bill Becker at music@sjecarmichael.org 

Human Flourishing - CHALLENGE Spotlight on - Altar Linens Ministry 

Laundry is not something         
typically associated with Mass, 
but clean, pressed linens play   

an important part in the 
celebration of the 

Eucharist.   During the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist, the Blessed 

Sacrament, the Chalice and the 
Ciboria are all placed on a blessed linen called a 

“Corporal”.   Another linen, called the “Purificator” is used 
to clean the Chalice after Holy Communion.                  

Finger towels are also used by the Priest, Deacons and 
Eucharistic ministers.  

Cleaning and pressing of these linens and towels are the       
responsibility of the Altar Linens/Laundry Ministry 

which is part of the Altar Society.    

Members of this Ministry take turns picking up the linens 
and hand towels used during Mass and taking them home 

where they are carefully hand-rinsed, machine washed, 
and then dried.  They are carefully ironed, folded, returned 

to the Church Sacristy and put away for use at Mass.    

Participation in our SJE Altar Linens/Laundry                
Ministry offers an important behind-the-scenes 

opportunity for Parishioners to serve God and their Parish.  

If you are interested in the Altar Linens/Laundry 
Ministry or have any questions, please contact the SJE 

Parish office at (916) 483-8454 or email at 
office@sjecarmichael.org. 

Thank you in advance for sharing of your time and talents!! 

As we prepare for Christmas, ST. JOHN’S 
ALTAR SOCIETY is purchasing matching 
bulk Poinsettia plants through the 
“Christmas Flowers” remembrance  
donation envelopes in the mailed    
Offertory Envelope Packets which  
honor your deceased loved ones.   
If you wish instead to donate other  
seasonal flowering plants, please leave 
these plants in the Church or Chapel Narthexes starting           
Saturday, December 17th and continuing until Friday,     
December 23rd. 
All these plants will be used to decorate and adorn the Altar 
and Narthex areas during the Christmas season. 
Thank you so very much to all who have already contributed; 
we so very much appreciate your generosity. 
Thank you in advance for helping to make our Christmas   
Season Mass celebrations more beautiful! 

Christmas Altar Flowers 

Come join the Human Flourishing Group        
as we journey together in developing an         

attentiveness, an openness, and a                    
responsiveness to God.   

As a group we will be meeting on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month for about 36 

weeks.  Individually you will follow a simple 
daily meditation program in a book compiled by 
Mark Link, S.J. called Challenge.  Deacon Keith 

led this program three times at St. John’s.  Each time it has    
provided surprising results for the participants.   A fellow        

parishioner provided the following testimonial: 
Challenge Testimonial from Maria L. 

The first message I heard from the Challenge program was 
that: I was created and called to carry out a work. Through 
this program, I was able to discern my next steps in life that 

would allow me to discover the work I was called to. And 
today, I have a clearer vision of that work and gained an 

invaluable spiritual tool continue to help to stay on track of 
God’s plan for my life. I encourage anyone, if you are unsure 
of God’s plan for your life, to join this program and allow him 

to reveal to you your next steps in discovering His plan. 
Our first gathering will be on January 5th at 6:30pm in St. James 

Hall.  At that meeting we orient ourselves to books daily    
meditations and to the purpose and process of the exercises.  

After that we will meet on the second and fourth Thursdays at 
6:30pm in St. James Hall.  Zoom participation is welcome. 

 The book can be obtained through St. Jude Shop.                         
Please call or text Deacon Keith Johnson at 916-390-5458 or 

email him at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org 

The SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP is OPEN!!          

 

The 2023 ST. JOSEPH MISSAL has arrived. 
ADVENT SUPPLIES and CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE 

are now available. 

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP News 

https://www.stjudeshop.com/literature-media/books-journals-audio-books/meditation-prayer-books/challenge-by-mark-link-s-j/


SJE Religious Education 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of  
December 19-24, 2022

Monday:  Late Advent Weekday 
6:30 am   Jose Montes, Jr. † 
8:30 am   Living and Deceased Members of the Lubecki 
Family  
 

Tuesday:  Late Advent Weekday 
6:30 am    Jose Humberto Cardenas † and Miguel        
Cardenas † 
8:30 am    George Cannariato † 
 

Wednesday:  St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 
 

6:30 am      David (I)  and Jennifer (I) Leatherby 
8:30 am    Jackie Huesing (I) and Family 
 

Thursday:   Late Advent Weekday 
6:30 am    John Lubecki  † 
8:30 am    Susan Bragg † 
 

Friday:   St. John of Kanty, Priest 
6:30 am    Virginia Bispo (I) and Family 
8:30 am     Erlinda Montinola  † 
  

Saturday:  Late Advent Weekday (CHRISTMAS EVE) 
8:30 am     All Our Sick and Suffering SJE Parishioners (I)

 Readings for the Week 

Monday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday:   Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38   
Wednesday:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-
12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Friday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 
1:57-66 
Saturday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,  
29; Lk 1:67-79 
Sunday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29; Acts 
13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 
96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 
97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 
98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 

Mass Intentions 

December 18 , 2022 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH      

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

Due to Early Holiday back-to-back deadlines, Mrs. Joanne Giffard 
pulled an article from her vast library for us to enjoy!  

  As we approach Christmas and the New Year, our CCD students 
would be interested in learning about the life of St. Peter Canisius, 
a Jesuit priest, whose feast day falls on December 21st. Actually, 
some people call St. Peter Canisius “the Second Apostle of    
Germany”, even though he was born in Holland in 1521.  In the 
many pictures portraying St. Peter Canisius, he is portrayed with 
wings holding a book with his hand gently resting on the head of a 
young boy. Often an angel is also speaking into his ear. These  
portraits are most appropriate because St. Peter was, in life, a       
catechist and a writer of question and answer catechisms for every 
educational level. 

  At this time, St. Peter saw that the students in his universities were 
swayed by the flashy fanatical speeches of the Protestants. He 
greatly wished for a Catholic catechism, which would present 
Catholic positions on many issues.  In 1552, he was asked to travel 
to Vienna by King Ferdinand to reform their universities and to  labor 
for our Church in its struggle with the Protestant Reformation.  Later, 
the King ordered Father Peter and his friend Father Lejay to write a 
catechism. Father Peter thought that Father Lejay was a better writer 
than himself, so he often sat back on this job offering to help only 
when help was needed. When Father Lejay died, Father Peter took 
hold of the situation, and his first catechism, which appeared in 
1555, was an immediate success. His approach to catechetical 
teaching concentrated on focusing on the virtues of wisdom, faith, 
hope, charity, and justice, avoiding evil and doing good, and      
receiving the sacraments.  

  Father Peter produced two more catechetical versions. One 
catechism was for middle school students, and one version was for 
younger students, which also included prayers for mornings, 
evenings, and mealtimes.  Even during the last half of the nineteenth 
century, a catechism in Germany was known as “the Canisius”.  St. 
Peter Canisius believed that if a catechism is available to you, you 
should resolve to read one page every day. Essentially to spread our 
faith, St. Peter believed that one must have a solid foundation in it.     

  Renowned as a popular preacher, Peter packed churches with 
those eager to hear his eloquent proclamation of the Gospel. He had 
great diplomatic ability, often serving as a reconciler between disput-
ing factions. In his letters—filling eight volumes—one finds words of 
wisdom and counsel to people in all walks of life. At times he wrote 
unprecedented letters of criticism to leaders of the Church—yet 
always in the context of a loving, sympathetic concern. 

  At 70, Peter suffered a paralytic seizure, but he continued to preach 
and write with the aid of a secretary, until his death in his hometown 
of Nijmegen, Netherlands, on December 21, 1597. 

OUR PRAYER:   ST. PETER CANISIUS, GOD RAISED YOU UP AT THE 
RIGHT TIME TO SAVE OUR FAITH IN CENTRAL EUROPE.  YOUR VIRTUE AND   
APOSTOLIC LABORS BROUGHT LOST SHEEP BACK TO THE FOLD.   FROM 
HEAVEN, HELP ALL PRIESTS, TEACHERS, PARENTS, AND CHILDREN TO DO 
THE SAME.   AMEN. 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                           jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 
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Holy Communion for the Sick Procedure 

For those who bring the Holy Eucharist to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, please place your Pyx 

with Host on the Altar prior to the beginning of Mass. 

If you are unable to place the Pyx on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins.  After 

Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon to obtain 
our precious Lord, Who will journey with you to be received 
by our homebound brothers and sisters as soon as possible. 

If you or anyone you know of is homebound and in  
need of receiving the Holy Eucharist, please contact 
GAIL GUDAHL, SJE Lead Homebound Minister at 
homeboundministry@sjecarmichael.org or our 

SJE PARISH OFFICE at (916) 483-8454. 

 Ministry to the Homebound Recipients 

Joke of the Week 

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He 
asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” 
They replied, ”Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter said in reply, “Master, You are the supreme  
eschatological manifestation of omnipotent ecclesiastical 
authority, the absolute, divine and sacerdotal monarch.” 
And Jesus said, “Huh? 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

Why do some people like to be hypocrites?  It is because 
they see life as a speculative game, i.e. small investment 
for abundant returns; or even coming to a deception 
puzzle. Fame, money, and power naturally become    
important purposes of deception; however, “holiness” 
can also be deceived by those who are hypocrites. When 
people are tempted to go undercover with the devil and 
pretend to be holy in the church, they are deceiving eve-
ryone like boiling frogs in warm water. Finally, one by one follows 
them to hell.  
When the synagogue ruler saw that on the Sabbath Jesus healed a    
crippled woman who had suffered from her illness for eighteen years, 
he challenged Jesus and said, “There are six days on which work ought 
to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath 
day.” The purpose of challenging Jesus was to exalt himself as Lord of 
the Sabbath; so the synagogue ruler was very displeased with Jesus 
with indignation. 
The Greek meaning of the verb “indignant” (aganaktōn) means anger 
against injustice. Jesus was doing a good thing but they got angry with 
Jesus due to the fact that they see themselves as a holy one and Jesus is 
an offender to the Sabbath. Moreover, he underscored that he was the 
one whom God loved the most because he observed the Sabbath. Jesus 
denounced him directly and pointed out that they hypocrites untied 
oxen and asses to drink water on the Sabbath for the sake of their lives. 
Why did they challenge Jesus to heal people who had suffered for 
eighteen years on the Sabbath? They simply ignored humans’ life and 
death but insisted to show off their love for vanity. 
All Jesus’ adversaries were put to shame. The present participle 
“opposed” (antikeimenoi) means resistance. The resistance to God 
itself is a shame. These adversaries were in sharp contrast to the people 
who rejoiced at the glorious things that Jesus had done. The two          
reactions come from two very different attitudes toward God. When 
people believe that Jesus is the Messiah, they are happy.               
Nevertheless, those who hate Jesus will resist Jesus as the Son of 
God and finally put Jesus to death.  No matter how super hypocrites 
are, they deceive themselves in the end. They have stepped one foot in 
hell but hypnotize themselves that they are living in heaven.                                      
--Fr. Abraham Chiu  
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2023 SJE CALENDAR UPDATE 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  

     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

Celebrated THIS SUNDAY, December 18th 

at 1:30 pm in our CHURCH 

 

Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

 Nearby Parishes’ Advent Penance Service 

In Memoriam 

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support,  

which allows us to help the poor and needy               
in our neighborhood.   

       

The Food Locker could use  spaghetti, spaghetti sauce,   
mac n’ cheese, and jelly/jam.   

Anything that you can help with is appreciated.   

Thank you!! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annie and Jasper send Christmas Greetings! 

 

 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe! 

SJE Christmas Season Schedule 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

 
 

Our Lady of the Assumption: Monday,   
December 19th, 7:00 pm 

 

St. Ignatius: Wednesday, December 21st, 
(2) Services: 10:00 am and 7:00 pm  

St. John’s 2023  Calendars, courtesy of the Diocese of        
Sacramento Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services,         

are on the way!!!  They shipped out last week (the old 
“Supply Chain” issue excuse) and should be here                   

in time for the New Year!! 

Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of          
SALOME UCHE, the oldest sister of               

FR. ALBAN UBA, who unexpectedly passed away     
while talking to her daughter during a family           

gathering in Nigeria on Saturday, December 10th. 
May GOD grant her eternal rest and strengthen and        

comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.  

And please pray for GOD’S healing and consolation of      
FR. ALBAN UBA from this heavy loss. 
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