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D  M :  
6:30   8:30  (MON-FRI) 

8:30  (SATURDAY) 
 

            H  D :  
            6:30   8:30 ; 7:00   

            H  M :  
              1:30  - 3  S    M  

 HAPPY and BLESSED NEW YEAR from SJE Priests and Staff!!! 

P  M  S : 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive faith community, nourished by                           

the Word of God and the Eucharis c Table.  We are open and trus ng in the love of Jesus Christ                                                     
to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023: 
 

Dear Parishioners, a day ago, we ended the year 2022 and now we have started the New 
Year of 2023.  I can’t imagine now, how the time goes so fast.  When I was young, I mean, 
in my early childhood years, one year seemed way too long.  Maybe because I wanted to be 
a grown up and leave the childhood behind.  It is good to be a mature person and make your 
own decisions rather than being told what to do. 

I like to see the children coming to St. John’s School in the morning when their parents or relatives drop 
them off.  They are young, beautiful and innocent-looking, like angels.  After a year, one can easily see their 
change.  When they graduate in 8th grade, what a huge difference!  They have grown in size, wisdom and 
knowledge.  They look like young men and women. 
Nowadays, as a mature person with responsibilities, it looks like just as soon as we start a new year, the year 
is over.  It goes way too quick.  Maybe I don’t like to know that I am getting a little older every single day.  
Now, surprisingly, I do miss some of the children’s books I used to read, the children’s songs I used to sing, 
and the children’s games we used to play in my old home country of Rwanda.  Now they are all in the past. 
Dear faithful Parishioners, we all have to face the reality that every second, every minute, every hour, every 
day, every week, every month and every year, we are getting older.  Thank God for the modern medicines 
and healthy, nutritious food; people now seem to be living longer.  Many people in their 80’s, 90’s and even 
100’s, they look good and strong, are able to drive, and to do work around their house.  It is amazing that I 
often anoint people who are 100 years or older.   
But, on the other hand. we all know some wonderful Parishioners, friends, or people who are no longer with 
us this year because they passed away during last year.  We do miss them, and the only thing we can do is to 
pray for them.  I always remember what the Blessed Virgin Mary said to the visionaries in Medjugorje; that 
our life is like the blink of an eye as compared to eternity.  We will be dead longer than we have ever lived 
here on earth. 
You and I are very lucky to end this past year and start a new one.  Don’t take it for granted, but instead, take 
advantage of every moment you have by doing the right thing:  mainly, by getting close to God. 
Jesus, the God made Man, born on Christmas Day, Who came into this fragile world to lead us to eternal life 
only if we are willing to listen to Him.  The Holy Family of Joseph as a father , Mary as a mother , and 
Jesus as a child, show us how we are to live in our own families as “Christian” fathers, mothers and children.  
Please learn from them and ask them for the help you need in your fatherhood, motherhood and childhood. 
Like it or not, it is wonderful to be a Catholic.  We know Jesus Christ our Savior and God.  We know where 
He is leading us and we know what He wants from us, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
At the end of every year, it is time to take inventory for business people, “good” politicians, students, and, of 
course, even ourselves.  We all need to evaluate whether or not we have lived the past year according to 
God’s way.  Every human activity can change for the best or the worst.  The Baby Jesus challenges us to 
grow always in holiness by doing what is right, what goes according to God’s will.  Maybe this is the main 
area all of us can change.  It is better to please God than to please man.  It is better to increase our faith than 
our wealth.  It is better to increase in holiness than to increase in evil.   I hope and pray that during this new 
year, all of us, as a Parish community and a family, will grow together in our spirituality, in our love for God 
and His Son, Jesus, Who we celebrated His birthday on Christmas.  Let us all invest whatever future we have 
left in what lasts forever.  Seeking God and His Kingdom first should be the priority of all Christians. 
I would like to thank all of you who came to our Christmas Masses, especially if you invited guests, and all 
of you who worked so hard to make our Christmas celebration a success. 
Dear Parishioners, as we start the New Year 2023, I want to wish you a H  N  Y .  May it be a 
good opportunity to grow in our relationship with God, Who created us and Who really loves us; most of all, 
Who opened the Kingdom of Heaven to us where we will be always happy and live forever. 
God bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO  



THE SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD: 
While reflec ng on the day’s Solemnity, I wondered what the story of the Prodigal Son would be like 
if there was a mother.  A mother to the Prodigal Son.  How should she be wri en into the story? 
Since in the parable of the Prodigal Son, Christ gives the most moving vision of a most forgiving and 
loving Abba Father.  A Father in the parable, who despite his son’s failings – through the father’s 
jus ce - li s the son up to regain the nobility of the family.  How might the mother have acted in the 

story?  Might her narra ve give us assurance of Mary's ac ons through history encouraging us to grow in          
excellence to praise and glorify God the Father?  Let us begin to imagine this narra ve. 
When the Prodigal Son came to the father asking for his share of the inheritance because he is leaving the family, 
the mother would be concerned, worried about the safety and the well-being of the son. The mother would 
maintain much sorrow in her heart.  A er he le , the mother would think about her son in every moment of the 
day.  Yet despite the pain he le  with her, she would say a blessing like Aaron and his sons were to say to the  
Israelites. "The Lord bless you! The Lord let His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! The Lord look upon 
you kindly and give you peace!"  The mother would send care packages to the son as a reminder of home.  She 
would go looking for him on any occasion.  And if she found him she would stand off in a distance feeling joy as 
she looks through his failings to the truth in his heart – knowing who he can be.  And when the son decides to 
come back and reconcile to the family, the mother would ins nc vely know her child is coming home.  She 
would rush to greet him before the father ever no ced him on the road.  She would have dusted him off, taken a 
hanky, put a li le spi le on the hanky, and wiped the smudges off his face.  When the older brother of the    
prodigal son showed jealousy for the celebra on offered to his wayward brother, the mother's heart would again 
break.  She would tell the older brother that they are a family and when one cries they all cry and one celebrates 
they all celebrate.  With all this history in the son and in the brother, the mother would con nue to help them 
know their excellence in the noble family of their father.  
Excellence!  What is this excellence?  We know that Mary was sinless.  She was born without original sin and   
didn’t sin in her life.  One of the many defini ons of sin within our tradi on would be “a void of love.”  We can 
reflect on the words of the “Hail Mary” to help us understand how this can be.  That prayer begin in a defini on 
of Mary’s personhood as it says, “Hail Mary full of grace.”  What is Mary, she is filled with grace.  What is grace?  
Grace in its simplest understanding is a self-revela on of God.  And God is love.  Mary is simply filled with the 
love of God.  In her there is no void of love.  Without the void of love, she did not have the capacity to sin.  Her 
free will – which God always respects – would only act in perfect consciousness toward acts of love.   That is how 
she could say, “Do unto me according to Your word.”  She can say this despite her full knowledge of the Isaiah’s 
suffering servant prophesy of the Messiah – torture and death to the one she will bear.  What can we learn from 
Mary?  It isn’t about sinning less. That s ll leaves a void.  Our quest for excellence should be to love more and 
allow the grace of God revealed from ac ons of love to fill our void – elimina ng our capacity to sin.  That is what 
Christ crucified teaches us.  
Paul’s le er to the Gala ans, too, tells us that it is about loving more and not sinning less that grows us into    
excellence.  “When the fullness of me had come, God sent His Son…to ransom those under the law...God sent 
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts crying out, Abba Father! So you are no longer slaves but sons.”  It is            
coopera ng through acts of love with the Spirit of the Son which has been gi ed into our hearts – grace - that 
bring us to excellence on the road to perfec ng how we glorify and praise God.   
Nearing the end of the Gospel it says, “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen.”  Shepherds were considered at the me of Jesus a “half of a step up” from lepers.  They were not able 
to follow the purity laws and many other religious rituals because of their occupa on.  The angels went to them 
first - of all people - and proclaimed the Good News.  Mary – without sin - and Joseph – a righteous man -         
allowed these uncleaned shepherds to experience the face of the incarnate God.  The witness and revela on of 
this true love filled their void of love as they began to glorify and praise God (which is to love)! 
You and I are Church, and Church is mother, and Mary is our role model.  We must always maintain like Mary’s 
humility. Mary proclaims her humility in her Magnificat. Our humility is based on knowing that we are deeply 
loved and cherished by our Abba Father, despite our sinfulness.  It is from that humility that we can grow in      
excellence and open our hearts to know the Spirit of His Son’s desire to fill our void with the grace and love of 
the Father.  To praise and glorify God in the world does mean to love more.  As Church, can we respect and love 
the unlovable who may have turned their back on the truth?  Mary would, as she guides the en re family to 
know the Spirit of her Son as we come together to glorifying and praising Abba our Father in a most excellent 
way!                 
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Parishioner Update Information 
 

PLEASE VISIT OUR            
WEBSITE:  

  www.sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL:  
office 

@sjecarmichael.org 
 

To update your        
address, phone     

number and                    
email address. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit):    

 December 18, 2022       $7,643       $10,365       ($2,722) 
  

Weekly Adoration  
Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/

some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays    
& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  

    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                      

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or        

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

We turn to the God Who intervened in Mary’s life for the salva on of the world, and we bring together our 
concerns and desires. 
 

   For the Church:  that we may be like Mary, treasuring God’s words and deeds in our hearts and drawing wisdom 
from them for our daily lives.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For all leaders of the Church:  that they may exercise authority with the wisdom of the Spirit and the love of Christ in 
their hearts.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

   For peace and healing within na ons:  that leaders and all who hold public office may faithfully fill their du es and 
work to relieve the suffering of the poor and marginalized.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For our common home, the earth:  that God will help us to be good stewards of crea on and guide us to wisely use 
the natural resources for the good of all the human family.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

  For awareness of the deepest desires God has placed in our hearts: that the Spirit will help us recognize the desires 
and visions that God has planted within us and give us the courage to pursue them.   Let us pray to the Lord.                                  
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER    

    For all who are suffering:  that God will bring relief to the homeless and those in refugee camps, new beginnings for 
those recovering from natural disasters, and safety to those who live amid violence.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, rela ves and friends: that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For these inten ons, the inten ons shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the inten ons of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 
 

In confidence, we li  our prayers to You, O God, knowing that You desire the salva on of all.  We pray in 
the name of Your Son, Jesus, the Savior of the world, our Messiah and Lord.   Amen.                                                          

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for January 1, 2023 

Upcoming Special Collections  
             
 

January, 2023 - NO SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

February 18/19, 2023 - A  C  A                           
                                           C  W  

Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 
S.JE Blessed Sacrament Chapel  is accessible Monday through 

Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  
Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 
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Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Virginia Bispo, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert 
Burns, Chuck Carly, John Carroll, Geoff Carter, Joseph Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Sue, Heather & Eric Crawford,   
Corrine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri 
Erickson, Velia Escalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Ernie Frehe, Anthony Gabriele, Margaret Gallagher, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice   
Guerrero, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Jacqueline Huesing, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena 
Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Mary Mandara, Angelica & Cheryl Mar n, Jennifer  Mar n, Arielle McLeskey, Pat 
Minnard, Manuel Molina, Carla Moore, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Martha 
Perez, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Noreen Rademacher, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Ray Rodgers, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, 
Monique Sandoval, Kim Schultz, Christopher Sco , Paul Scur , Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank    
Thompson, Inge Toner, Kim Van Blaricom, Bob Walker, Ka e Walker, Kay Webb, Theresa West, Lu Whitlow, Jacqueline Whi le, Amanda Young. 

SJE 2023 Calendars are HERE 
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Human Flourishing - CHALLENGE Christmas Flowers Remembrance 

A HUGE “THANK YOU” to our 
SJE PARISHIONERS and everyone who  
contributed to our CHRISTMAS ALTAR 
FLOWERS FUND or donated Christmas  
flowers and plants to  honor loved ones 
during  this 2022 Christmas season.   
The Altars, the entire Church and all of 
our Christmas Season Masses have been made so much 
more beautiful because of your most generous            
donations!! 
May God abundantly bless you and your families now, in 
this New Year of 2023, and always! 

“THANK YOU” from SJE Altar Society 

Come join the H  F  G         
as we journey together in developing an         

a en veness, an openness, and a                    
responsiveness to God.   

As a group we will be mee ng on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month for about 36 

weeks.  Individually you will follow a simple 
daily medita on program in a book compiled by 
Mark Link, S.J. called Challenge.  D  K  

led this program three mes at St. John’s.  Each me it has    
provided surprising results for the par cipants.   A fellow        

parishioner provided the following tes monial: 
Challenge Tes monial from Maria L. 

The first message I heard from the Challenge program was 
that: I was created and called to carry out a work. Through 
this program, I was able to discern my next steps in life that 

would allow me to discover the work I was called to. And 
today, I have a clearer vision of that work and gained an 

invaluable spiritual tool con nue to help to stay on track of 
God’s plan for my life. I encourage anyone, if you are unsure 
of God’s plan for your life, to join this program and allow him 

to reveal to you your next steps in discovering His plan. 
Our first gathering will be on January 5th at 6:30pm in St. James 

Hall.  At that mee ng we orient ourselves to books daily    
medita ons and to the purpose and process of the exercises.  

A er that we will meet on the second and fourth Thursdays at 
6:30pm in St. James Hall.  Zoom par cipa on is welcome. 

 The book can be obtained through St. Jude Shop.                         
Please call or text D  K  J  at 916-390-5458 or 

email him at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org 

The SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP is OPEN!!          

 

• The 2023 ST. JOSEPH MISSAL has arrived • 
 

Proceeds benefit St. John’s School 

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP News 

 

St. John’s 2023 C , courtesy of the 
Diocese of Sacramento Catholic Funeral and 
Cemetery Services, are available on the 
Church and Chapel Narthex tables.  We have a 
limited supply; one calendar per family please. 

IN MEMORY OF: 
 

Catherine & John Abdallah 
Frances & John Anglum 

David M. Barney 
John & Jean Barnick 

Harold Berg 
Edward L. Bispo 
Richard Blalock 

Arlen Butler 
Bob & Ruth Cook 

Camia & Emil Croce 
Maria & Giocomo Croce 

Larry Davidson 
Virginia & Merv Davis 
Joe & Mary Demonti 

Robert Deutsch 
Benjamin Ellis 
Judith Evers 

Joyce Fiechtner 
AB & Gertrude Fischbach 

Bobbie Florin 
Jerry Florin 
Phyllis Florin 

Gamboa Jamili Relatives 
Roy & Mary Geiger 

George & Judy Gibbs 
Henry & Edna Gibbs 

Mary E. Gibbs 
Thomas J. Gibbs 

Jerry Gospodnetich 
John & Georgia Gospodnetich 

Carol & Keith Heckerman 
Peter David Heiman 

Nancy Kopfstein 
Bruce Laughlin 
Agustin Liranzo 
Victor Liranzo 

Alba Rosa Lugo 
Helen & Del Maden 

Joan & Steve Maharidge 
Mary Maharidge 

Daniel Mola 
Jose Jr. & Carmen Montes 

Jose Maria Montes 
Montinola Loisin Relatives 

Verd Nommenson 
Msgr. Frank Pellegrino                       

John Pellegrino 
Josie Pellegrino 

Deb Podesta 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Karen Pruss 
Florida Pugliese 

P.J. Pugliese 
Les & Billie Puryear 

Les Puryear IV 
Joan Ramage  

John D. Randol 
Anna & Gabriel Regello 
Lillian & Tom Sanders           

Mark Sanders 
Fred & Lydia Schuldies 

Fred Schuldies, Jr. 
Mary Shull 

John & Jennie Soda 
Lucie Soda 

Deolinda & Frank Souza 
Katen Souza 

Leland F. Spalding 
Theresa G. Spalding 

 Gene & Hilda Spinelli 
Tony & Mary Spinelli 
Maria Jacinta Susam 

Bernice Swazas 
Louis Swazas 
John Toney 

Joseph Underwood 
Elpidio & Marina Velarde 

Oscar Velarde 
David C. Walker 

Richard Al Walker 
Carolyn Walls 

Loyd & Virginia Wells 
Mary Wolffe & Paul 

 

IN HONOR OF/UNSPECIFIED: 
 

All Friends & Family of  
the Fischbach’s  
Delia Alvarez 
Harold Buzzi 

Cardenas 
Gary & John Clarke 

Guizal 
Gayle Kaplan 

Mendoza 
Thomas Shumaker 

Polly Stakley 
Yukio & Ron Sugiyama 



SJE Religious Education 
Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   

January 2-7, 2023  
 

Monday:  Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,    
Bishops and Doctors of the Church  
6:30 am    Zofia Skrzezkowska † 
8:30 am    Jose Benevidas †  
 

Tuesday:  The MOST HOLY NAME of JESUS 
6:30 am    Michael Lasich †  
8:30 am    Salome Uche † 
 

Wednesday:  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  
6:30 am          Salome Uche † 
8:30 am     Intentions of the Blessed Mother  
 

Thursday:   St. John Neumann, Bishop 
6:30 am    Living and Deceased Members of the Lubecki 
Family 
8:30 am    Salome Uche † 
 

Friday:   St. Andre Bessette, Religious (FIRST FRIDAY) 
6:30 am    Kryzl Francisco (I) 
8:30 am     Dick Everroad †  
  

Saturday:  St. Raymond of Peñafort, Priest 
8:30 am     Mercedes Lorenzo †  

 Readings for the Week 
Monday:  1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
 

Tuesday:   1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34 
 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday:   1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 4:14-22a 
 

Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11 
or Lk 3:23-28 [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 
5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Mass Intentions 
January 1 , 2023 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                       
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 

Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 
Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

  On December 18, our CCD students celebrated lighting the fourth Advent 
candle, the Angel’s candle, which relates to the birth of Christ. The theme 
for that week was peace, based on the announcement of the birth of Christ 
by an angel who said, “Peace on Earth. Good will toward men”.  Together 
we all also enjoyed sharing candy canes, chocolates, and cupcakes. Our 
catechists during the Christmas break will certainly wholeheartedly miss 
sharing their faith traditions with the children in their classes.                                                                                                                                                    
  Our celebration of the feast day of St. Genevieve, the patron of Paris, is 
on January 3. Genevieve was born around 422 to Severus and Gerontia, 
who were respectful townspeople in Nanterre, France.  When she was only    
seven-years old, Genevieve joined a crowd of people, who flocked to the 
city to receive a blessing from St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, who 
was on his way to Britain.   Germanus of Auxerre actually spotted the pious 
demeanor and thoughtfulness of the young Genevieve, and he singled her 
out after his sermon.  She then confided to him that she wanted to live only 
for God. At her request, Germanus led Genevieve, accompanied by many 
faithful residents, to the church and consecrated her to God. Before leaving 
the next morning, Germanus blessed Genevieve and gave her a cross  
engraved brass medal to always wear around her neck as a reminder of the 
consecration she made of herself to God.                                                                                                                                              
  As there were no convents in her town, Genevieve remained at home 
practicing religious virtue leading a prayerful, innocent life.  It is uncertain 
when Genevieve formally received the religious veil. Some said that when 
she was fifteen, Genevieve asked the Bishop of Paris to become a nun. On 
the death of her parents, Genevieve traveled to Paris to live with her god-
mother devoting herself to works of charity, fasting, and abstaining from 
eating meat. She would break her fast only twice a week. Frequently,    
Genevieve had holy visions of heavenly saints and angels.  The Bishop of 
Paris appointed her to look after the welfare of other consecrated virgins.  
By Genevieve's instruction and example, these women were then led to a 
high degree of sanctity. 
In 451, Germanus and Genevieve persuaded the panic-stricken populace of 
Paris not to flee but to remain in the city and pray, when it was reported that 
Attila the Hun and his troops would soon be attacking Paris. Through their 
prayers and the intercession of Genevieve, Attila decided to attack Orleans 
turning away from Paris. Some years later when Merowig seized Paris, and 
his successors Childeric and later Clovis controlled this area, Genevieve 
distinguished herself by her self-sacrifice and charity. During this time Paris 
was suffering greatly from famine, and consequently Genevieve traveled by 
boat to Troyes, bringing back several boats of corn to feed the hungry         
people.  Both Childeric and his successor Clovis respected Genevieve and 
upon her advice, they usually granted freedom to several prisoners.                                                                                                                                                 
It was Genevieve who formed the plan for erecting a church in Paris in   
honor of Saints Peter and Paul, which was actually begun by King Clovis in 
511. When in 512 Genevieve died, her body was interred in this church 
when it was completed.  Numerous miracles were wrought at her tomb, 
which inspired this church to finally be called the Abbey of St. Genevieve.  
Then in 1129 the citizens of Paris were suffering from a violent plague, the 
“burning sickness”, which sent to death over 14,000 victims. When a public 
procession in which the shrine of St. Genevieve with her relics was carried 
through the streets in the city, those who touched the shrine were healed by 
the power of the Lord. No one else became sick and all the ill recovered. 
Pope Innocent asked that an annual festival be held in commemoration of 
this miracle every year on November 26. His goal was to keep the faith of 
the people alive by reminding the faithful that the Lord always works in the 
lives of those who pray and are close to Him. In artwork, St. Genevieve is 
depicted dressed in a long flowing gown holding a loaf of bread, which   
represents her generosity toward those in need.  
.OUR PRAYER:   ST. GENEVIEVE, THROUGH YOUR LOVE FOR THE LORD, YOU HELPED 
STOP CRUELTY, SICKNESS, AND HUNGER IN YOUR COMMUNITY. HELP US TO BE ENDOWED 
WITH THIS SAME LOVE, SO THAT WE MAY SERVE OTHERS. AMEN. 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                             jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 
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Holy Communion for the Sick Procedure 

For those who bring the Holy Eucharist to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, please place your Pyx 

with Host on the Altar prior to the beginning of Mass.  
If you are unable to place the Pyx on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins.  After 

Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon to obtain 
our precious Lord, Who will journey with you to be received 
by our homebound brothers and sisters as soon as possible. 

If you or anyone you know of is homebound and in                   
need of receiving the Holy Eucharist, please contact 
GAIL GUDAHL, SJE Lead Homebound Minister at 
homeboundministry@sjecarmichael.org or our 

SJE PARISH OFFICE at (916) 483-8454. 

 Ministry to the Homebound Recipients 

Joke of the NEW YEAR 
A 4-year-old boy was asked to give the blessing      

before New Year’s dinner. The family members bowed 
their heads in expectation.  He began his prayer, 

thanking God for all his friends, naming them one by 
one. Then he thanked God for Mommy, Daddy,    

brother, sister, Grandma, Grandpa, and all his aunts 
and uncles. Then he began to thank God for the food. 

He gave thanks for the turkey, the dressing, the 
fruit salad, the cranberry sauce, the pies, the cakes-- 

even the Cool Whip. 
 

Then he paused, and everyone waited--and waited.  
After a long silence, the young fellow looked up at his 
mother and asked, "If I thank God for the broccoli, 

won't He know that I'm lying?"  



A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 
People, because of confusion or temptation, prefer to 
continue sinning and forsake God. Jesus is completely 
different.  He would rather be crucified than to give up 
sinners. Why? If Jesus’ love can be changed by sinners’ 
offence, he is not the eternal God because love is eternal 
and unchanging. 
The Pharisees warned Jesus, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” Faced with life and death, 
Jesus did not look at himself but sinners. He calmly replied, “Go and 
tell that fox: Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and 
tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course.” Jesus continued to 
minister to the suffering. 
Jesus’ love is like a hen’s protection of her brood as he said, “How 
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you would not!”  
The verb “gather” (episynaxai) means to bring together the children 
who are scattered all over the place, which means to be one in the 
kingdom of heaven, but this gathering has been rejected. Another 
Greek verb “would” (ēthelēsate) indicates hope, desire, or intention. 
The unwillingness of the people of Jerusalem is a complete disap-
pointment in Jesus, i.e. eternal life. In other words, rejection is itself the 
death of true life.  
Jesus enumerates their previous sins against God with concrete       
examples: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning 
those who are sent to you!” From ancient times to Jesus’ time, they 
killed the prophets and Jesus. At the same time, they killed their own 
eternal life. 
Jesus still loved sinners and gave them his final advice: “you will not 
see me until you say: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” As long as they repented, Jesus still fostered to sinners hope of 
eternal life, which is his death and resurrection. If both sin and repent-
ance require courage, choose repentance.            --Fr. Abraham Chiu  
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IN APPRECIATION 

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your con nued support,  

which allows us to help the poor and needy               
in our neighborhood.   

       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A  and J  are asking Santa for mac ’n cheese 
and jam for the F  L ...oh and maybe some 

treats and squeaky toys, please!  We’ve been good dogs!   
Hmmm...  

 

 The F  L  could use spaghetti, spaghetti sauce,   
mac n’ cheese, and jelly/jam.   

Anything that you can help with is appreciated.   
Thank you!! 

Merry Christmas to all!! 
 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe! 
 

(APOLOGIES FROM BULLETIN EDITOR--EARLY CHRISTMAS DEADLINE) 

BUFFY’S 2022 Christmas Photo 

TH@NK YOU, TH@NK YOU, TH@NK YOU!!         
To [ll our WONDERFUL  

SJE P@RISHIONERS 
WHO H@VE SUPPORTED US WITH YOUR OFFERTORY 

DON@TIONS @T M@SS, BY M@IL, ONLINE, OR            
@T THE SJE OFFICE THROUGHOUT THE YE@R 

We at St. John’s deeply appreciate your generosity, 
especially in these most challenging times. 

O C  T , O C  T , H  
C    L    B   

Buffy wants Santa to 
know she has no 
idea how she got en-
tangled in the Christ-
mas tree lights or 
what happened to his 
plate of cookies. She 
is very thankful this 
Christmas for all her 
blessings and hopes 
everyone will Paws a 

moment to reflect on what the Christmas season 
is all about!  
Buffy wishes all her friends at SJE a doggone 
Great Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year 
2023.  

A gift from St. John’s Parish, the book “HOLY    
MOMENTS” by Matthew Kelly is available (for 
free!) at all our Christmas Masses. 
Please look for copies of the book on the Church 
Narthex tables and take one per family, please. 
--Deacon Keith and Pam Johnson 

“Holy Moments” Book by Matthew Kelly 

Carmichael HART/SJE Volunteers Needed 

Join St. John’s Parishioners as we host 2 mornings of 
HART’S WINTER RESPITE for our homeless neighbors this 

winter at Carmichael Presbyterian Church.  Along with 
members of other Carmichael faith communities, St. 

John’s will participate in hosting a respite from the cold, 
including a meal and showers this January and February.  

Our dates to host are Tuesday, January 17th & 24th.     
We welcome you to join us to serve a meal and/or break 

bread with our homeless guests.  For more details,       
contact PAM JOHNSON at kpaeljohnson@gmail.com 

SJE Knights & Kings Tickets 
A few Kings tickets are available for the 

March 6th game with the K ,      
lower bowl near the Kings bench at      

$41 per seat. 
gENE gOBBO (916) 261-8652 or gene@gobbo.org 
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For All Your Real Estate Needs
Glenda Hill
REAL ESTATE AGENT

916.761.7548
glendaahill@earthlink.net

Parishioner since 
1973

Andrew P. Pugno 
(916) 608-3065

Estate Planning Law
JesuitHighSchool.org

Sacramento Area
Real Estate
Specialist

and Dedicated
Parishioner

DRE# 01014440

Pam Johnson
(916) 716-6228

pam@bountypoint.com
www.bountypoint.com

Bounty Point Real Estate

“Traditional Catholic, 
Cremation, and

Burial services available.”

5757 Greenback Lane
Sacramento, CA 95841

Hablamos Español!
Call Jessica Harston

916-732-2026

Carmichael 
Dinah McMillin - Branch Manager

4701 Manzanita Ave. • 916-481-0664

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.231.0805
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