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Parish Information                                                   
St. John the Evangelist             

Catholic Church 
5751 Locust Avenue 

Carmichael CA 95608-1320 
Parish Office: (916) 483-8454 

Web: www.sjecarmichael.org 

Email: office@sjecarmichael.org  

--PARISH OFFICE HOURS - 9:30 AM-4 PM--  
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation 
 

SATURDAYS from 3:45 PM to 4:45 PM 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic School 
www.stjohnev.com 

5701 Locust Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Phone:  (916) 481-8845 

Fax: (916) 481-1319 
Email: office@stjohnev.com 

Principal:  Christie Horton  

 
 
 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 

Pastor 
Parochial Vicar 
Pastor Emeritus 
Mercy San Juan Hospital Chaplain 
Deacon 
Deacon 
SJE Business Manager 
SJE Parish Secretary 
Religious Education Coordinator 
Director of Music & Liturgy 
SJE Pastoral Council Chairperson 
SJE Finance Council Chairperson 

 

Fr. Bernardin Mugabo 
Fr. Bit-Shing Abraham Chiu 
Fr. Thomas Bland                          
Fr. Alban Uba 
Keith Johnson 
Jack Wilson 
Linda Gospodnetich 
Bernadette Hicks 
Joanne Giffard 
William Becker 
Tom Ennis 
Mary Ellen Meier 

  

Registration/Change of Address:    Allow at least 3 months to receive envelopes or for any changes.   

 I want to register in the parish.                            I have changed my address; my envelope # is ___________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ City: _____________________ ZIP ________ 

Phone: _______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________                       

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  (916) 483-2161           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (916) 483-4628 

 

 

Schedule of Masses  
 

Sunday Mass:  

SATURDAY VIGIL:  5 pm  
SUNDAY:  8 am, 10 am &  5 pm  

 

Daily Mass:  
6:30 am & 8:30 am (MON-FRI) 
8:30 am (SATURDAY) 

 

            Holy Days:  
            6:30 am & 8:30 am; 7:00 pm  

            Healing Mass:  
              1:30 pm - 3rd Sunday of the Month 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                                      
photo by SJE Parishioner DEAN TORMEY 

Parish Mission Statement: 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive faith community, nourished by                           

the Word of God and the Eucharistic Table.  We are open and trusting in the love of Jesus Christ                                                                 
to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  
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2023 WEST COAST PRIEST CONFERENCE: 

Dear Parishioners, I remember a few years ago, some of you Parishioners asked me to go to a 
Priest Conference in San Diego in a place called La Jolla. I am not a good traveler; I hate driving 
in a place I do not know, especially in the big towns like Los Angeles. I am afraid of getting killed 
through an accident, or worse, killing an innocent man. For that reason, I came up with a thousand 
excuses.  Many of those empty excuses I do not remember now. God bless those Parishioners; 
they were willing to pay for me so that I could participate in that Priest conference. I didn’t go, 

and I missed a lot for so many years. I was wrong. 

For many years, Saint Paul Center (S.P.C.)  has been sending all priests in the United States of America to come to 
these conferences.  I ignored them all as you would do for junk mail. 

This year, I saw the same invitation on the internet and I ignored it again as usual. But one priest from our Priest 
Prayer Group called Father Avram BROWN sent a message reminding us about this Catholic Conference for 
Priests held in Napa Valley this year .  They travel all over  the country to give each state or  Diocese a chance.          
It was scheduled to be held at the MERITAGE RESORT, NAPA, CALIFORNIA from January 3-6, 2023. Since 
Father Abraham was coming back from his Christmas time off, and I needed to get away, I took this opportunity to 
sign up for this conference. I signed up too late as I was dragging my feet if I should go or not. But Napa Valley is 
way too close, and I had no reason for not going.   

I left here on January 3, and arrived in Napa around 3:00 pm. The Meritage Resort in Napa Valley is a huge and 
beautiful place. But very expensive too. Since we had no heater for several weeks in the Rectory, I was very happy 
to have a warm room, be able to take a warm shower, and to eat sumptuously all week long. Every day we shared 
the Morning Prayer, the breakfast, 3 conferences, the Eucharist, Evening Prayers, dinner, and an Evening Social 
and Cigar Reception. At this time, good wine was offered and people were smoking cigars, something I really 
don’t care too much about.  One could smell cigars everywhere.  

This resort has a Chapel with the Eucharist 
Presence in the Tabernacle that allows you to 
spend some time with Jesus. There were 160 
priests who responded to this Conference,    
coming from everywhere in the United States. 
Masses were done in the huge Chapel dug into 
the side of the mountain with vineyards above 
it. It is amazing to see that special long Chapel 
that can contain 200 to 250 people. It must have 

been a huge job to build it. 

All the four speakers were amazing and highly educated: 

Dr. Scott HAHN: The Founder  and President of the St. Paul Center  and is a professor  of Biblical Theology 
and New Evangelization at the Franciscan University of Steubenville. A converted Presbyterian, he is the author 
and editor of over forty popular and academic books.  I saw him a long time ago on EWTN.   He is now a grand  
father with a son, Jeremiah, who is a Catholic priest. 

Dr. John BERGSMA:  Vice President for the Biblical Theology and Mission Effectiveness at the St. Paul Center 
and also is a full professor of Theology at the Franciscan University of Steubenville.  He was a Protestant pastor for 
four years before entering the Catholic Church in 2001. 

Dr. Ralph MARTIN:  The president of Renewal Ministr ies and the host of the weekly Catholic television 
program; “The Choices We Face”.   He is a professor of Major Seminary in the Archdiocese of Detroit. 

Dr. Tim GRAY:    Dr. Tim Gray is president of the Augustine Institute and is a well-known Catholic speaker and    
author.  He received an MA from Franciscan University of Steubenville.   He is the author of several books,        
including:  Peter:  Keys to Following Jesus and Praying Scripture for a Change: An Introduction to Lectio 
Divina. 

The other presenters and co-ordinators of the 2023 West Coast Priests’ Conference were Father Joseph FEEDY, 
Chaplain, Rob CORZINE, Emcee and Tim BUSH, Napa Institute Chairman of the Board. 

I will continue with much more Conference details and photos in the following week(s)’ Bulletin… 

God Bless, Father Bernardin MUGABO                                                                                             (to be continued) 

Chapel Entrance in Mountain 

Chapel Interior in Mountain 



THE LAMB: 
Deacon Keith asked me if we could swap the weekends we preached in December and swap back in 
January, so I am back on the third Sunday of the month.  I mention this because my last Homily on 
December 4th from Matthew was on John the Baptist wearing his groovy camelhair suit in the       
desert, baptizing and saying “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”.  A very suitable Gospel 
for the season of Advent.  This swap allows me today to continue talking about John the Baptist, in a 

Gospel Reading after the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ, during the first week of Ordinary Time. 
 

The setting of the Gospel Reading today is with Jesus coming to John out in the River Jordan.  Today, the identity 
of Jesus is the focus of the story.  John states the reason he is baptizing with water is to make Jesus known to    
Israel.  His revelation and words are immortalized by their use every day at Mass:  Behold the Lamb of God,       
behold Him who takes away the sins of the world.  Every time I look up to see Jesus held high by the Priest, the 
proclamation of the Baptist is heard:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 
 

If you go into our Chapel over there and sit down, look up at the stained-glass window above the Altar; you will 
see a visual representation of John’s words.  A lamb is standing on a bible. 
 

If you haven’t seen this during the daylight hours or you do not remember it, go to our Chapel in the daylight.  
Sitting quietly gazing on the Bible, Jesus, Who is the Word of God.  The Lamb represents what Jesus has done for 
us; He takes away the sins of the world.  A lamb is a symbol from the Israelites in Egypt who slaughtered a        
Passover lamb, placing the Lamb’s blood on the frames of their doors so the Angel of death would pass over their 
homes.  These lambs were sacrificed to save the people.  The lamb saved the people at the Passover and the 
Lamb saves us in our understanding of Jesus’ sacrifice at Calvary.  
 

There are other parts of the Mass where the Lamb is remembered.  In the Fraction Rite, after the Consecration 
and the Sign of Peace, where Father breaks the Consecrated Host, the Lamb of God, in two, then breaking off   
another small piece, a corner from one of the halves,  

We say:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the 
sins of the world, have mercy on us… 
 

Or we sing:   Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
 

In Latin, the words “Lamb of God” become “Agnus Dei”. 

This is the Lamb of God, Jesus who came down from Heaven to share in our humanity.   The Lamb Jesus who 
offered Himself freely, for our sake.  The Jesus who seeks out to carry back the sometimes-stray lambs who have 
wandered away.  Carry us back so we can have life eternal. 
 

This Lamb Who dies for our sins is paradox to many.  How can the Lamb Who dies have anything to do with life?  
It just isn’t human logic; it is God’s logic.  I suspect there were some Israelites in Egypt who questioned why would 
the blood of a sacrificed lamb protect their houses and families from the Angel of death?  They understood,    
however, that acts of faith, faith in what Moses said, came from God and do not require human logic or proof.  
The Lamb would protect them and our faith must be embraced and understood so that we do not require human 
logic or proof. 
 

In my RCIA courses, we teach that, by faith, we are able to give our minds and hearts to God, to trust in His will 
and to follow the direction He gives us.  The Lamb of God will protect us for eternal life with God.  Believing in the 
Lamb of God will protect us from the forces of evil who seek to tear us away from life, away from our Savior.  
They seek to have us believe in a culture of death, where we only care about ourselves, refusing to accept that life 
within a womb is already a person with a soul created by God.  
 

We had a great victory with the overturning of Roe verses Wade but that did not stop the culture of death to 
forge new ways to offer a false freedom of choice.  Losing the fight for Proposition One in the last election is a set-
back but that should not stop our struggle to pray and preach for an end to abortion.  Jesus, the Lamb of God sent 
us to proclaim the Gospel, a Gospel of life for all, even the unborn.  Bishop Soto has designated and requested 
that all people of good will observe a Day of Reparation on Friday, January 20, 2023.  Mass will be held at the    
Cathedral; look in the Bulletin for information.    

Continue to pray for an end to abortion.  Go to our Chapel and ask the Lamb of God to strengthen our resolve, 
give us His courage and strength to press forward and inspire all of us to discover how we can help end a culture 
of death. 

Deacon Jack’s Homily - January 15, 2023 Page 3 



Parishioner Update Information 
 

PLEASE VISIT OUR            
WEBSITE:  

 

 www.sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL:  
office 

@sjecarmichael.org 
 

To update your        
address, phone     

number and                    
email address. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit): 

   

 January 1, 2023           $12,811      $10,365         $2,446 

 January 8, 2023           $10,209      $10,365           ($156) 

Weekly Adoration  

Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/
some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays    

& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  
    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 

prayed aloud beginning at 4:10pm.                        

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or        

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

As a community of faith, we trust in God to hear us when we surrender to God our concerns and desires, 
and so we offer these prayers. 
 

 

   For the Church:   that we may be a light to the nations and an instrument of God’s saving message to all who are 
seeking direction and a deeper meaning for their life.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For Christian unity:  that God will remove the walls of misunderstanding, help us co-operate in serving those in 
need,  and bring us to a greater appreciation of the gifts of the Spirit at work in one another’s communities.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

   For the members of Congress:  that God will give them wisdom and courage as they address the issues before them 
so that the common good may be advanced.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For this Christian community:   that we who are called to be holy may allow the grace of God to work in us and form 
us into people of God.   Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

  For all who have turned away from God:   that our words and deeds may make God’s love and presence known to 
them.  Let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER    

  For all who are worried or anxious:  that God will ease their fear, help them to recognize that God is with them, and 
give them courage.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For all our deceased Parishioners, relatives and friends:  that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.  Let us 
pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For these intentions, the intentions shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the intentions of all those whom we promised to pray.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER  

We pray, O God, for the gift of persistence as we seek Your will and hope to deepen our understanding of 
Your presence and call in our lives.   This we pray in the name of Your Son, Jesus.  Amen.                                                                                                                                                                   

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for January 15, 2023 

Upcoming Special Collections  
             
 

January, 2023 - NO SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

February 18/19, 2023 - Annual Catholic Appeal                          
                                           Commitment Weekend 

Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 

S.JE Blessed Sacrament Chapel  is accessible Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  

Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 
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In Memoriam 

Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
 

Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, 
John Carroll, Geoff Carter, Joseph Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Sue, Heather & Eric Crawford, Corrine Davidson, Bill & 
Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri Erickson, Velia Escalante, 
James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Ernie Frehe, Anthony Gabriele, Margaret Gallagher, Ella Gomes, Jimi Grant, Alice   Guerrero, Steve Guerrero, 
Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Jacqueline Huesing, Mary Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, 
Larry Kraus, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd,  Angelica & Cheryl Martin, Jennifer  Martin, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Carla Moore, Marie 
Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Baby Dylan Ochoa, Gilles Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Martha Perez, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Noreen Rade-
macher, Max Rankin, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Ray Rodgers, Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Kim Schultz, Christopher Scott, Paul 
Scurti, Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Kim Van Blaricom, Bob Walker, Katie 
Walker, Kay Webb, Theresa West, Jacqueline Whittle, Amanda Young. 
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Our next Choir Rehearsal  
is on Wednesday, January 18, at 7pm 

 

Bill Becker at music@sjecarmichael.org 

Spotlight on - Religious Education 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of                   
AL SIMONETTE, husband of 

Lydia, father of Richard, Paul, Michele, 
and Joanne, and stepfather of Lucy, who 
passed away on Tuesday, November 22nd 

His Funeral Mass was already held on 
Saturday, January 14th at ST. JOHN’S CHURCH. 
May GOD grant him eternal rest and strengthen and        

comfort his family.  May he rest in peace.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of longtime SJE 
Parishioner JAMES HAGARTY, husband of     
Beverly (deceased), and father of James, Patricia,     

Richard, Robert, Denis, and Sharon, who passed away 
on Friday, January 6th. 

His Funeral Mass will be held on Tuesday, January 17th 
at 11 am in ST. JOHN’S CHURCH. 

May GOD grant him eternal rest and strengthen and        
comfort his family.  May he rest in peace.  

Please pray for the repose of the soul      
of  longtime SJE Parishioner                     

LU  WHITLOW , who passed away 
recently in Fresno. 

Her Funeral Mass will be held on        
Saturday, January 28th at 10:30 am in    
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH and her Rosary will be held on 

Friday, January 27th at 6 pm at Lind Brothers.  
May GOD grant her eternal rest and strengthen and      

comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.  

Come join the Human Flourishing Group        
as we journey together in developing an         

attentiveness, an openness, and a                    
responsiveness to God.   

As a group we will be meeting on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month for about 36 

weeks.  Individually you will follow a simple 
daily meditation program in a book compiled by 
Mark Link, S.J. called Challenge.  Deacon Keith 

led this program three times at St. John’s.  Each time it has    
provided surprising results for the participants.    

Our first gathering was held on January 5th at 6:30pm in St. 
James Hall.  At that meeting we oriented ourselves to books 

daily meditations and to the purpose and process of the         
exercises.  After this meeting, we will meet on the second and 
fourth (January 26th) Thursdays at 6:30pm in St. James Hall.                                        

Zoom participation is welcome. 
 The book can be obtained through St. Jude Shop.                         

Please call or text Deacon Keith Johnson at 916-390-5458 or 
email him at deaconkeith@sjecarmichael.org 

Human Flourishing - CHALLENGE 

Please pray for the repose of the soul    
of longtime SJE Parishioner        

MARY MANDARA, wife of Sal 
(deceased), who passed away on       

Monday, January 9th. 
Her Funeral services are pending.  
May GOD grant her eternal rest and strengthen and     

comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.  

  The mission of our SJE Religious Education Ministry is to support the parents/
guardians and families in our Parish, as the primary faith-leaders of their       
children. We are catechists to help these children live meaningful and good lives 
by coming to know, love, and serve Jesus Christ. Our program includes grade-
level (Kindergarten through Eighth Grade) instruction of Catholic Christian    
beliefs, prayer experiences, community building, and participation in Liturgical 
Services. We also  prepare children for the  reception of Baptism, First Reconcili-
ation, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation. The Circle of Grace Program 
begins when classes gather in September.  
  Early In March, our CCD and the SJE school students  in eighth grade will be 
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. In this Sacrament, the junior high 
students will experience, affirm, and receive in a deeper way the life of the Holy 
Spirit, that they first received in Baptism. Later in April, the younger children and 
others in our Special Sacraments Group will encounter the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, which will offer them the physical reality of Jesus’ healing power, which 
forgives sins. As we approach Mother’s Day, all these children, who are now in 
the state of grace, will receive their First Holy Communion. Lastly, in our        
Sacraments Class, several of our students will be baptized in 2023.   relationship  
At this time, these students become official members of our Catholic Church. 
  Our certified catechists are happily linked together with Jesus on our journey 
to grow deeper in our faith with our CCD children and their families. Despite our 
many difficulties in life, we all know that we are disciples of Jesus here on earth. 
We are delighted to be here to support our families.  As Jesus told His disciples, 
“Let the children come to Me.” Gospel of St. Mark (Chapter 10, verses 14-15).    
  If you are interested in becoming one of our CCD Catechists, in assisting our 
Catechists, or just helping out with the spreading of the Good News of love, joy 
and salvation along with the evangelization of our Catholic faith to our younger 
generation, please contact MRS. JOANNE GIFFARD at jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 
or ccd@sjecarmichael.org or the SJE Parish Office at (916) 483-8454.  
Thank you and God bless! 

https://www.stjudeshop.com/literature-media/books-journals-audio-books/meditation-prayer-books/challenge-by-mark-link-s-j/


SJE Religious Education 

Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   
January 16-21, 2023  

 

Monday:   
8:30 am    Intentions of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 am    Will Cooney  † 
 

Tuesday:  St. Anthony, Abbot 
6:30 am    John Lubecki  † 
8:30 am    Mary Shull † 
 

Wednesday:  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
6:30 am          Brendan Ferge † 
8:30 am     Linda Gospodnetich (I) 

 

Thursday:   First Week in Ordinary Time 
6:30 am     Intentions of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 am     Gerald † and Arlis † Bragg 
 

Friday:   St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, 
Martyr 
6:30 am     Raj Kundargi (I) 
8:30 am     Leonard Zerilli (I)  
 

Saturday:  St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
8:30 am     Robert Greeley (I)  

 Readings for the Week 

Monday:  Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
 

Tuesday Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c; Mk 
2:23-28 
 

Wednesday:  Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 
 

Thursday:   Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
 

Friday:  Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19 
 

Saturday:  Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Mk 3:20-
21 
 

Sunday:  Is 8:23 — 9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-
13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17] 

Mass Intentions 

January 15 , 2023 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                       

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 
Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 

Phone: 916-483-4628   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

  Upon the children’s return from Christmas break on Sunday, January 8, our CCD 
students focused on the Epiphany.  The first graders even made crowns to remind 
them of the wise men who traveled from afar to worship Jesus Christ and offer Him 
gifts.  In the second and third grade class, the students annotated ways that they, like 
the Magi, could reach out to their neighbors to make them happier.  
  Our saint of the week is St. Fabian (Fabianus), and his feast day will be celebrated 
on Friday, January 20.  Pope St. Fabian was born into the Roman culture around the 
year 200.  His father, Fabius, was, like the Magi, noble by birth, although little is really 
known about his family. What has been recorded about Fabian is that he came to 
Rome through the countryside with many others who worked at his farm to attend the 
election of a new Pope after the death of Pope Anterus in 236.  Several illustrious and 
noble churchmen were already being considered for this position.  As a layman,   
Fabian was not even considered as a candidate at this papal enclave.  According to 
Church historian Eusebius, as the crowds gathered everything changed.  “All of a 
sudden...a dove flew down from the skies and settled on Fabian’s head, which was a 
clear repetition of the descent of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove upon the Savior; 
whereupon the whole people, as if moved by one divine inspiration, with all eagerness 
and with one soul cried out, ‘Worthy’, and without more ado they took him and  placed 
him on the episcopal throne of Peter…” (Ecclesiastical History).  It was apparent to all 
in this gathering that God had chosen an unsuspecting farmer to be the new vicar on 
earth.   With unanimity, Fabian was elected to be Pope.  Considering this to be a     
heavenly choice, Fabian accepted this papal position with enthusiasm. 

  The dove which appeared on Fabian’s head was prophetic of the peace which would 
now ensue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Roman Empire.  It was 
recorded that the Emperor Phillip was consistently on friendly terms with Pope Fabian.  
Consequently, the persecution of the Christians during this period stopped.  Likewise, 
Pope Fabian was able to build up the structure of the Church in Rome.  He divided the 
Roman Christian communities into seven districts, each of which was supervised by a 
separate deacon.  In addition, Pope Fabian appointed seven subdeacons to collect 
the reports of the court proceedings on the trials of the martyrs.  These notaries     
registered the deeds of the martyrs with precision.  Due to Pope Fabian’s influence 
with the emperor, the bodies of the martyrs Pontian and Hippolytus were exhumed 
from Sardinia where they had died.  Pope Fabian also initiated considerable work on 
the catacombs, where honored Christians were interred. 

According to Gregory of Tours, Pope Fabian sent out apostles to Gaul, which is now 
referred to as France, in 245 to Christianize the people in that area.  Seven bishops 
were directed to preach the Gospel in Gaul.  Consistently, Pope Fabian stomped out 
heresy, working to preserve the pure and orthodox faith of Catholicism.  As pontiff, he 
condemned  Privatus, who had originated heresy in Africa.  He instituted four minor 
clerical orders:  porter, lector, exorcist and acolyte. 
  When the Emperor Phillip died and the Emperor Decius ascended to the throne of 
Rome, the government’s tolerant policy toward Christianity ended.  Everyone was 
ordered to deny Christ.  Decius issued an edict that required all inhabitants in the   
empire offer sacrifices to the Roman gods and also to the emperor himself.  Sacrifices 
offered by every citizen had to be confirmed by the magistrates who often were    
required to witness these sacrifices.  Even certificates verifying that each sacrilegious 
deed had occurred were to be completed.  Those who refused these commands were 
imprisoned or killed.  Pope Fabian courageously faced this persecution and death 
openly, as head of the Christian flock.  It was on January 20, 250, after fourteen years 
of papal service that Pope Fabian died  as a martyr for our faith.  In a letter by Cyprian 
to his successor Pope Cornelius, Pope Fabian was referred to as being 
“incomparable”, and it was said that “the glory of his martyrdom answered the purity 
and holiness of Fabian’s life”. 
 

OUR PRAYER:  ST. FABIAN, YOU WERE DIVINELY CHOSEN TO BE THE VICAR OF CHRIST 
ON EARTH.  IN YOUR HUMILITY AND OBEDIENCE TO THE WILL OF GOD, YOU BORE GREAT 
RESPONSIBILITY AND YOPU ALSO DIED FOR IT.  PLEASE PRAY FOR US THAT WE SHALL 
HAVE THE SAME COURAGE AS YOU DEMONSTRATED TO FACE LIFE BRAVELY.   AMEN 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Mrs. Joanne Giffard, SJE Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                               jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 
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Holy Communion for the Sick Procedure 

For those who bring the Holy Eucharist to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, please place your Pyx 

with Host on the Altar prior to the beginning of Mass.  

If you are unable to place the Pyx on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins.  After 

Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon to obtain 
our precious Lord, Who will journey with you to be received 
by our homebound brothers and sisters as soon as possible. 

If you or anyone you know of is homebound and in                          
need of receiving the Holy Eucharist, please contact 
GAIL GUDAHL, SJE Lead Homebound Minister at 
homeboundministry@sjecarmichael.org or our 

SJE PARISH OFFICE at (916) 483-8454. 

 Ministry to the Homebound Recipients 

Jokes of the Week 

After a remodeling project, St. Joseph’s installed hot-air 
hand dryers in the Church restrooms. 

They were removed one  week later  --  right after the 
Pastor discovered a hand-written sign taped to one of the 

hand dryers. 
It read, “To hear a recording of this Sunday’s Homily, 

press here.” 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

God’s creative wisdom was at Its best when making      
humans.  There are four holes in the head for information 

to go in, and only one for it to go out. 

mailto:ccd@sjecarmichael.org


A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 

To run short of wine at a wedding feast was certainly a 
serious problem as well as life in crisis. If the running 
short of wine symbolizes life in crisis, what does the 
conversation between Jesus and his mother mean to us?  
Mary pointed out the shortage of wine to Jesus that it 
symbolizes the biggest crisis of life, i.e. the absence of 
salvation. Jesus’ reply seems, on the surface, to be a bit 
sharp: “O woman, what have you to do with me?   My 
hour has not yet come.”  
The Greek title “woman” (gunai) is related to the woman who will 
work with the Son of God for the salvation of humankind in            
accordance with Gen 3:15. In addition, “the woman” also intertwines 
with another title, which is “the mother” respectively in John 2 and 19. 
Jesus asked, “What is to me and you?” and also protested that his “hour 
has not yet come.” The “hour” of Jesus includes his passion, death, 
resurrection, and exaltation taken as one great event in the gospel of 
John. That is to say, Jesus’ hour is closely related to the motherhood of 
Mary in salvation history because Mary was bravely standing under the 
cross when Jesus entrusted the faith community to her (John 19:26-27).  

The choice wine that Jesus provided by making the first miracle      
indicates the abundance of Messianic wine in the banquet of God since 
the fruit of the vine is used in the Old Testament as an symbol of the 
joy associated with the Messianic age and a blessing of God (Deut 
7:13; Prov 3:10, Ps 105). The water in the jars represents the old order 
of Jewish law and custom (Jer 31:12; Hos 14:7; Amos 9:13), which 
Jesus was to replace with something better – his eternal life.   Since it is 
God who provides, we will lack nothing.  

Spiritual reflection:  we offer God water and let God change it into 
choice wine. The wine that Jesus offers includes his words and works. 
This first sign is the manifestation of the grace and truth that has     
come through Jesus (John 1:17).   It also sheds light on the Messianic 
banquet, which Jesus will provide at the end of the age when he comes 
again in glory.  The best response we can make to the Messianic     
banquet is to do whatever Jesus tells us in order that we will be      
transformed by Jesus’ choice wine, if we let him enter into our lives.                                                                                                                                                   
--Fr. Abraham Chiu  

 

The Rite of Welcome was celebrated on Sunday, January 8th at the 10 am 
Mass.  Fr. Bernardin presided and was assisted by Deacon Jack Wilson.  Our 
Candidates will be attending the Rite of Election on February 26th at the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, presided by Bishop Jaime Soto.  The 
RCIA Team would like our Parishioners to please pray for our Candidates as 
they prepare to come into full Communion with the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil Mass on April 8, 2023. 
                       Tobin Barnes                                               Mackenzie Powell 
                        Casey Claudius                                           Roberto Sanchez 
                        Christina Frazier                                         Richard Torrence 
                        Trey  Loughrand                                         Ronald Weber 
                                                           Leslie Juarez Michel 
Prayer:  For the Elect and Candidates God has called to join us as His own; 
that they may be filled with the hope of the life-giving Spirit and prepare 
themselves thoroughly for the Sacraments of Initiation and full Communion 
with the Catholic faith.  Amen 
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St. John’s RCIA - Rite of Welcome 

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your continued support,  

which allows us to help the poor and needy               
in our neighborhood.   

       
 

Left: Annie celebrating 
her 1st birthday on 

Christmas Day. 
 

Right: Jasper finishing 
up with his trench      

digging class for his  
degree in Landscaping.               

(Can I come in, Mom? Ah, NO!) 
 

 The Food Locker could use a few essentials:  spaghetti, 
spaghetti sauce, dry pinto beans, top ramen, and jelly.   

 

THANK YOU for your support throughout the year,              
we couldn’t do this without YOU. 

 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe! 

2023 WALK for LIFE (SF) 

Carmichael HART/SJE Volunteers Needed 

Join St. John’s Parishioners as we 
host 2 mornings of HART’S   

WINTER RESPITE for our homeless 
neighbors this winter at Carmichael 

Presbyterian Church.   
Along with members of other     

Carmichael faith communities, St. John’s will participate    
in hosting a respite from the cold, including a meal         

and showers, this January and February. 
       Our dates to host are Tuesday, January 17th & 24th.     
We welcome you to join us to serve a meal and/or break 

bread with our homeless guests.  For more details,       
contact PAM JOHNSON at kpaeljohnson@gmail.com 

The SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP is OPEN!!          

 

 LENTEN Supplies are arriving • 
 

Proceeds benefit St. John’s School 

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP News 

 

ST. JOHN’S HEALING MASS  
     Our Monthly “Healing Mass” is 

celebrated THIS SUNDAY, January 15th    
at 1:30 pm in our CHURCH 

 

Confessions from 12:30 pm to 1:25 pm 

St. Vincent de Paul 
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