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S   M   
 

S  M :  
SATURDAY VIGIL:  5   

SUNDAY:  8 , 10    5   
 

D  M :  
6:30   8:30  (MON-FRI) 

8:30  (SATURDAY) 
 

            H  D :  
            6:30   8:30 ; 7:00   

            H  M :  
              1:30  - 3  S    M  

P  M  S : 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a welcoming and responsive faith community, nourished by                           

the Word of God and the Eucharis c Table.  We are open and trus ng in the love of Jesus Christ                                                   
to advance the power of the Holy Spirit, within the Parish and beyond, by living the Gospel.  



                                                                            
PALM SUNDAY:  
 

Dear Parishioners, today is P  S , the Sunday on which we celebrate the joyful entrance 
of Jesus, the Lord, into Jerusalem, in order for Him to accomplish His Paschal mystery.  
The people of Jerusalem welcomed Jesus 
with the waving of palm branches, clothes, 
and all other means of welcoming Him to 

their town.  Jesus was riding on a foal (horse).   In every 
Catholic Church worldwide, faithful people are celebrating 
this important event, which starts off H  W .  
We, too, today, have palm branches for distribution to our 
Parishioners; please keep them nicely displayed at your 
homes for the upcoming year and, after that, they will be 
needed for the next year’s A  W  for burning 
to make the ashes.  I would like to particularly thank all of 
you who brought to us their old palm branches from the         
previous year so that I could make from them the ashes we 
use on Ash Wednesday.  All those palms have been blessed 
and they should be kept with respect. 
There is a story the headmaster of our major seminary in 
Nyakibanda, Rwanda used to tell us about the horse that was 
carrying Jesus in the town of Jerusalem.  After several 
(many) years, I still remember it as if it were being told    
today.  Here is the story: 

‘When Jesus was riding on the horse entering Jerusalem for His last time on earth, people 
welcomed Him like a King. They were waving palm branches as a sign of welcome and 
happiness about Jesus.  Others spread their cloaks so Jesus could walk on them or 
waived them in the air.  The huge crowd of people were singing:  “Hosanna to the Son of 
David; blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.”  The 
horse carrying Jesus was so happy that a huge crowd was applauding, waiving and      
singing happily.  The horse thought that it was not for Jesus but for itself that the people 
were singing. The horse was joyously moving, responding with his head and with his 
movements to all the praises from the crowd. 
When the procession was over, the horse didn’t like to see the good time end, but it was 
forcibly taken back to the farm.  That horse wanted to come back so badly that it            
succeeded in jumping the fence and returning to the same street of Jerusalem, but Jesus 
was not there.  When people saw the horse by itself, they started throwing stones at it, 
and screaming loudly.  Some people succeeded in hitting it with sticks.  Things were very 
different.  The horse had to run so fast to escape the angry people so as to not get hurt or 
even killed. 
Arriving back at the farm, the horse told its mother what had happened.  The mother horse 
responded “that all those honors you thought you received were not directed to you but to 
the one who was on your back, Jesus.  Your value depends on the one you carry, not on 
yourself.”’ 

We, too, as Christians, as priests, bishops, cardinals or popes, the praises people give us do not depend on us   
only, but on Jesus, who we carry in our hearts and in our souls.  With Him, we acquire great values; without Him, 
we have no value at all, and we are open to all kinds of rejections like the horse that carried Jesus in the street of    
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  
The advice is:  carry Jesus always in your heart and you will have great values in this world and most of all, in 
the world to come; that is, Heaven. 
God bless,  Father Bernardin MUGABO 
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STAINED GLASS WINDOW IN THE CHAPEL OF NOTRE DAME          
IN SAINTE ADRESSE, LE HAVRE, FRANCE DEPICTING                
JESUS ENTERING JERUSALEM ON PALM SUNDAY. 



  Fr. Bernardin’s Joke of the Week (Palm Sunday) 

Deacon Keith’s Homily - April 2, 2023 

PALM SUNDAY A  2, 2023: 
I’m not a reader of fic on.   I do know, though, that some of the best fic onal stories are those that  
are filled with the foreshadowing events that lead to the most surprising ending.  There re a few 
movies that I have watched that I was just blown away by the ending that I had to watch the movie 
again.  I watched it again to see all the clues interlaid in the storyline that foreshadow the ending.  

Yet in watching it again the original confusion and the surprise of the ending was less impac ul.  Has Holy Week 
become  that for us?  Has Holy Week become so ordinary, since we already know the surprise ending, that we 
have lost the confusion and the impact of  what we hear today in the Word of God? 
Paul really sets the spiritual a tude we must have during Holy Week.  This a tude is one of the final emptying 
of ourselves as Christ completely emp ed Himself.  We empty ourselves spiritually in the confusion of the Lord’s  
Supper, celebrated on Thursday, as our Christ, our Messiah, takes the role of a slave for the apostles and washes 
their feet.  And we empty ourselves spiritually on Good Friday as we a ach ourselves to the Cross of Christ and 
Its adora on.   It is in the cross where both we and Christ, our Messiah, meet and become one sacrifice.  And in 
that confusion together, we say, “Eli, Eli, lema Sabachthani.”  (My God, My God why have You forsaken me?) 
Maybe this week we should ask ourselves a few ques ons.  Doesn't it seem at all odd that in the Gospel reading 
prior to the procession into the sanctuary, the crowd chanted as Jesus heroically road into Jerusalem, "Hosanna 
to the Son of David; blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest."  And then they 
all said, "Let Him be crucified."  We may want to ask ourselves these ques ons this week: 
Are we looking for a Messiah, a Church, in ourselves, one that is prideful or one that is humble? 
Are we looking for a Messiah, a Church, in ourselves, one who has contempt for the week or one who comforts 
the mourners? 
Are we looking for a Messiah, a Church, in ourselves, one who goes to ba le or one who is meek? 
Are we looking for a Messiah, a Church, in ourselves, one that is beau ful in appearance or one who is dirty and 
smelly from li ing up whoever needs li ing up? 
Are we looking for a Messiah, a Church, in ourselves, one that is judgmental or one of mercy and forgiveness? 
Do you remember early in John's gospel a er John the Bap st said, “Behold the Lamb of God”, a er Jesus’     
Bap sm, two disciples were following Jesus. Jesus turned around and asked the two, "What are you looking for?" 
I doubt their answer would have been, “For You to be crucified.” 
Brothers and sisters, this week, stay in the confusion.  
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The light turns green, but the man doesn’t notice that the light has changed.   
The woman behind him begins pounding on her steering wheel and yelling at the man to move!   

The man doesn't move!   
The woman is going ballistic, ranting and raving at the man, pounding on her steering wheel.   
When the light turns yellow, the woman begins blowing her car’s horn and screaming curses                  

at the man.  Finally, the man looks up, sees the yellow light, and accelerates through                          
the intersection just as the light turns red.   

While she is still ranting, she hears a tap on her window and looks up into the barrel of a gun            
held by a very serious-looking policeman.  The policeman tells her to pull her car to the side,             

shut off the engine, come out and stand facing the car, while keeping both hands on the car’s roof.    
She is quickly cuffed, and hustled into the patrol car.  The woman is too bewildered to ask                 

any questions, and she is driven to the police station, where she is fingerprinted,                              
photographed, searched, booked, and locked up in a cell.   

After a couple of hours, a policeman approaches the cell, and opens the door.                                  
The policeman hands her the bag containing her things, and says,  

"I'm sorry for this mistake, but you see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, 
and cursing at the car in front of you.   

I noticed the "Choose Christ" license plate holder, and the "Follow Me To Sunday School" bumper 
sticker, and Palm Sunday palm leaves inside the back windshield.  So naturally, I assumed you had 

stolen the car because such a nice Christian,  who courageously displays Christian symbols          
in her car, would never act as you did."  



Parishioner Update Information 
 

PLEASE VISIT OUR            
WEBSITE:  

  www.sjecarmichael.org 
 

OR USE OUR EMAIL:  
office 

@sjecarmichael.org 
 

To update your        
address, phone     

number and                    
email address. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

SJE Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

                                                   Actual          Budget         Surplus/                                                                                                                     
Weekend of:                       (Week):         (Week):        (Deficit):    

 March 26, 2023            $11,574       $10,365        $1,209 

Weekly Adoration  
Fr. Bernardin invites you to spend an hour/

some private time with Jesus on Wednesdays    
& Fridays from 9 am to 5 pm.  

    Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are 
prayed aloud beginning at 4:10 pm.                     

Benediction at 5:00 pm.  God bless. 

Please Note:  BAPTISMS ARE SCHEDULED               
MONTHLY. 

For more information and instructions, please visit our 
website, www.sjecarmichael.org to download and 
complete our Baptismal Registration Form or        

contact DEACON JACK or DEACON KEITH through        
our “baptisms@sjecarmichael.org“ email address                                    

for Baptism and Baptism Class Schedules.  

Let us turn our hearts towards our loving Father as we offer our earthly prayers in these pe ons. 

   For the Church:  that we may strive to have the same mind as Christ as we offer our lives in loving service to others. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For leaders of government and business:  that through the example of Jesus, they may recognize how to be servant 
leaders and give priority to the needs of the most vulnerable.   Let us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

   For all Chris ans:  that God will fill us and raise us up as we commend ourselves to God and embrace God’s will.   Let 
us pray to the Lord. 

                                                                 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

   For greater respect for human life:  that every heart may honor the mystery of human life at all stages along life’s 
journey.   Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

  For all impacted by snow, floods, tornadoes and storms:  that God will protect them from further harm, give them 
strength and courage, and help them to find the support and resources that they need.   Let us pray to the Lord.                           
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER    

  For those who have had their innocence stolen:  that they may overcome the darkness and find the light of Your 
Heavenly Kingdom.   Let us pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

  For those who are mourning the death of a loved one:  that they may know Christ’s loving and sustaining presence 
with them in their me of loss.  Let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
  For all our deceased Parishioners, rela ves and friends, that our merciful God may give them eternal rest.   Let us 
pray to the Lord. 
                                                                               LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
  For these inten ons, the inten ons shared by this community during the week that we bring to the Altar, and for 
the inten ons that we hold in the silence of our heart.   Let us pray to the Lord.  

                                                   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

Loving God, hear the cries of Your people on earth who long for freedom, hope and renewal as we begin 
this week we call “Holy”.   We ask this through Christ, the Lord.  Amen.                                                                                  

 Liturgy (Intercessory Prayers) for April 2, 2023 

             

April 7, 2023 - P  G  F  C  
  

April 29/30, 2023 - C  H  M  A  
(S   B    I  M ) 

Chapel KEYPAD INSTALLED!! 
S.JE BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL  is accessible Monday through 

Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  
Please call SJE Office (916) 483-8454 for code or admittance. 
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Many thanks for your ongoing generosity to St. John’s Church!! 



Parish News 

SJE Prayer List 
Please Pray for our sick and their caregivers:  Andrea Armstrong, Patrick Bagley, Hazel Balthrop, Richard Michael Blalock, Bob Bodem, Nancy Born, 
Robert Burns, Chuck Carly, John Carroll, Geoff Carter, Joseph Carter, Melanie Casperson, Ollie Claussen, Alicia Cortez, Sue, Heather & Eric Crawford, 
Corrine Davidson, Bill & Judy Davis, Russ Davis, Melissa Duran, Brenda Elazier, Kate Ellis, Karen Emmons, Madeline Endres, Debbie Erichs, Teri       
Erickson, Velia Ecalante, James Espinoza, Juanita Estrellas, Ernie Frehe, Anthony Gabriele, Margaret Gallagher, Bob Gibbs, Ann Giebeler, Ella Gomes, 
Jimi Grant, Alice Guerrero, Steve Guerrero, Donna Harris, Tom Harvey, Shelley Hjellum, Margaret Hollatz, Gabe Howser, Jacqueline Huesing, Mary 
Jeffries, Eduardo Jimenez, Yelena Kanavalchuk, Tom Karras, Hossain Kian, Larry Kraus, Janice & Jacob Landeros, Dalice Lee, Ray Lloyd, Monique Lopez, 
Dylan Mandell, Cheryl Mar n, Arielle McLeskey, Pat Minnard, Manuel Molina, Carla Moore, Marie Murillo, Tony Nolasco, Dylan Ochoa, Gilles 
Ouellet, Mary Pai, Lynn Parry, Julie Paul, Martha Perez, Mike Peterson, Alex Quiroz, Noreen Rademacher, Jeff Reynolds, Sarah Rizzardo, Ray  Rodgers, 
Aida Saca, Ruth Salazar, Monique Sandoval, Kim Schultz, Christopher Sco , Paul Scur , Aurora Simental, Lili Simic, Carol Smith, Joan Smith, Dolores 
Stafford, Hank Thompson, Inge Toner, Bob Walker, Ka e Walker, Kay Webb, Theresa West, Jacqueline Whi le, Deacon Jack Wilson, Frank & Kay 
Wolniak, Amanda Young. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of longtime     
SJE Parishioner LIONEL AKERS,                          

husband of Coye, and father of Edna and Gerry, 
who passed away on Wednesday, March 12th. 

 

His funeral Mass was already held on Monday,    
March 27th at St. John’s. 

May GOD grant him eternal rest and strengthen and 
comfort his family.  May he rest in peace. 
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Pontifical GOOD FRIDAY Collection 

PLEASE JOIN US for our 
Lent and EASTER SEASON  
Our next Choir Rehearsal is on      

Wednesday, April 5th, at 7pm 
 

For Choir updates and more information 
 please email 

BILL BECKER, SJE Choir Director                              
at music@sjecarmichael.org 

Easter Altar Flowers 

Our GRIEF AND CONSOLATION MINISTRY is offering our 
monthly SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS starting on  

TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2023  
and continuing on the  3rd  TUESDAYS OF THE MONTH from 

10 am until 11:30 am  in St. James Hall.   
Join us whether your loved one’s death was recent               

or years ago.  
This is a Ministry  of sharing, listening and mutual support.  

We welcome all. 
Please contact TERRIN HENDERSON or PAM JOHNSON                  

at griefsupport@sjecarmichael.org.  

SJE Choir Rehearsal 

The SJE CHURCH GIFT SHOP is OPEN!!          

 

• LENTEN/EASTER Supplies are IN STOCK • 
 

Proceeds benefit St. John’s School 

ST. JOHN’S GIFT SHOP News 

IN MEMORIAM 

Grief & Consolation Ministry Meetings 

As we prepare for Easter, ST. JOHN’S ALTAR        
SOCIETY will be purchasing matching bulk         

Easter Lily plants through the “Easter Flowers” 
remembrance donation envelopes in the mailed 
Offertory Envelope Packets, which honor your 

deceased loved ones.   
If you wish instead to donate other Springtime 

flowering plants, please leave these plants in the 
Church or Chapel Narthexes starting Saturday, 

April 1st and continuing until Good Friday, April 7th. 
All these plants will be used to decorate and adorn the Altar 

and Narthex areas during the Easter season. 
Thank you so very much to all who have already contributed; 

we so very much appreciate your generosity. 
Thank you in advance for helping to make our Easter Season 

Mass celebrations more beautiful! 

If you or anyone you know of is homebound and in                     
need of receiving the Holy Eucharist, please contact 
GAIL GUDAHL, SJE Lead Homebound Minister at 

homeboundministry@sjecarmichael.org or our SJE 
PARISH OFFICE at (916) 483-8454. 

For those who bring the Holy Eucharist to our homebound 
brothers and sisters after Mass, please place your open Pyx 
with the unconsecrated Host inside on the Altar prior to 

the beginning of Mass.  
If you are unable to place the Pyx on the Altar before Mass, 
please do not approach the Altar once Mass begins.  After 

Mass, you can approach either the Priest or Deacon to obtain 
our precious Lord, Who will journey with you to be received by 

our homebound brothers and sisters as soon as possible. 

Holy Communion for the Sick Procedure   

Ministry to the Homebound Recipients 

Pope Francis has asked our Diocese to support the P  
 

Your support helps the Church minister in Parishes, provide       
Catholic Schools and offer religious education.                              

The P  G  F  C  also helps to preserve 
the sacred shrines. 

The wars, unrest and instability have been especially hard on   
Christians.   In these times of crisis, the P  G  F  

C  provides humanitarian aid to refugees. 

you become an instrument of peace, and join with Catholics 
around the world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land. 
PLEASE BE GENEROUS!  For more information about Christians 
in the Holy Land, visit  www.myfranciscan.org/goodfriday 

To donate online,                                                                               
https://myfranciscan.org/donation-page-pontifical-good

-friday-collection 



SJE Religious Education 
Daily Mass Intentions for the Week of   

April 3-5, 2023 until 
 

Monday:  Monday of HOLY WEEK 
6:30 am    Living and Deceased Members of the Lubecki 
Family 
8:30 am    Intentions of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
5:30 pm    John Mendonza †   
 
               

Tuesday:  Tuesday of HOLY WEEK 
6:30 am    John Lubecki †   
8:30 am    Bernadette Hicks (I) 
5:30 pm    Deacon Jack (I) and Jennie (I) Wilson  
 

Wednesday:  Wednesday of HOLY WEEK 
6:30 am          Maria Rosendo Cardenas †  
8:30 am     Shelley Hjellum (I)  
5:30 pm     Edith Butler (I)  
 

Thursday:  HOLY  THURSDAY 
6:30 am     --NO MASS-- 
8:30 am     --NO MASS-- 
7:00 pm     MASS of the LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Friday:   GOOD FRIDAY  (FASTING & ABSTINENCE) 
6:30 am     --NO MASS-- 
8:30 am     --NO MASS-- 
3:00 pm    CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
FOLLOWED BY STATIONS OF THE CROSS   

Saturday:  HOLY  SATURDAY 
8:30 am     --NO MASS-- 
8:00 pm  (meet outside our Church)

 Readings for the Week 
Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11   

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33. 36-38  
 

Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34; Mt 
26:14-25 
 

Thursday: Lord’s Supper:  Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-
13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 
 

Friday:  Is 52:13--53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25; 
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9;  Jn 18:1--19:42 
 

Saturday:  

 

Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9or Mt 28:1-10 or (at an 
afternoon or evening Mass) Lk 24:13-35  

Mass Intentions 
April 2 , 2023 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH                       
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/CCD/CFF 

Grades:  Kindergarten through Junior High 
Phone: 916-531-5565   Email: ccd@sjecarmichael.org 

 

  Our CCD students and their teachers happily met on April 2, Palm Sunday, for their 
classes. It was on this Sunday that we also celebrated the Feast Day of our Saint of the 
Week, St. Francis of Paola. God bestowed on St. Francis of Paola the gifts of prophesy, 
healing, and miracle -working.   In addition, Francis of Paola reserved his God-given talents 
for humans and for all of creation. 
  Francis’ parents were also remarkable for their holiness. For many years, they remained 
childless, and they had recourse to prayer. Continually, they prayed to St. Francis of Assisi 
for the gift of a child. This is why when Francis, their first-born child, was born in 1416, in 
Paola, Italy, this holy couple named him after their intercessor, St. Francis of Assisi.  Two 
other children were later born to Francis’ parents. 
  When Francis was still in the cradle, a swelling endangered the sight of one of his eyes.  
His parents again sought intercession from St. Francis of Assisi making a vow that should 
their son recover, he would later spend an entire year in one of the Franciscan Friaries.  
Immediately, Francis was cured.  Even during his childhood, Francis demonstrated    
extraordinary sanctity, and at the age of thirteen, he entered a Franciscan Order Friary for 
one year in order to fulfill the vow made earlier by his parents. At this Franciscan Friary, he 
devotedly prayed, and displayed profound humility, and prompt obedience. After one year, 
Francis accompanied his parents on a pilgrimage to Assisi, Rome, and other places of 
devotion.  When, they returned to Paola, Francis then lived in solitude in a secluded cave 
on his father’s estate.  Later on, he moved to an even-more secluded cave on the sea 
coast, where Francis remained alone for six years living in constant prayer and             
mortification.  
  In 1435, two friends joined him in his retreat.  To accommodate them, Francis organized 
three cells and a chapel to be built on the premises. By 1436, Francis and his two followers 
began a movement, which would become the foundation of the Hermits of St. Francis of 
Assisi. Soon in 1454, as the number of his disciples increased, Francis built a large      
monastery and a church.  There was always a great outburst of enthusiasm and devotion 
towards Francis by everyone including the nobles. 
  Humility was the hallmark of these Franciscan brothers, as it always had been in Francis’ 
personal life. Abstinence from meat, fish, eggs, butter, cheese, milk, and other animal 
products was their “fourth” Franciscan vow, along with the traditional vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience.  Pope Sixtus IV in 1474 officially gave Francis permission to write 
the rules for his community, and Pope Alexander VI changed their title to that of “Minims”. 
This name refers to their role as “the least of all the faithful” because humility was the hall-
mark of this community of brothers.  After the approbation of this order, Francis founded 
additional monasteries in Calabria and Sicily, new monasteries for nuns, and a third order 
for people who were actually still layman living in the world, after the example of St. Francis 
of Assisi.  
  It has been documented that Francis was favored with the gift of prophecy.  Beginning in 
1447, he had foretold to several people information about the upcoming conquest of                                   
Constantinople by the Turks, which did not occur until 1453. In addition, Francis restored 
people back to life after their death.  Francis’ own sister appealed to Francis when her son 
Nicholas Alessa died.  After the Requiem Mass was said for Nicholas, Francis ordered that 
the body of his nephew be carried from the church to his cell, where Francis prayed until 
Nicholas’ life was restored.  Francis then presented his nephew, who was now in perfect 
health, to his sister. As an adult, Nicholas Alessa was famous for his great actions and 
sanctity, and he entered Francis’ order and followed him into France . 
  Our Francis was well-known as a healer of animals.  Curiously, Francis often enjoyed the 
company of one of his favorite trout, which he named Antonella. One of the local priests 
caught this fish in a local pool, killed it, and fried it in a frying pan to consume for dinner.  
Francis was concerned about the absence of Antonella, and he spoke to one of his    
followers, a hermit, about this.  Immediately, he asked the hermit to bring Antonella back, 
but, when approached by the hermit, the priest became annoyed and threw the trout to the 
ground breaking it into many pieces.  Thus, the hermit gathered these pieces, and brought 
them back to Francis. Without haste Francis placed the pieces of the trout back into the 
pool saying, ”Antonella, in the name of Charity, return to life.”  Then the trout became whole 
and swam joyously in the pool.  
  Once Francis’ pet lamb, Martinello, was slaughtered and roasted by workmen, who 
were in need of food. When Francis approached the furnace, where only the lamb’s fleece 
and bones remained ,the workmen confessed what they had done.  Francis walked to the 
fire in the furnace and called, “ Martinello, come out!” The lamb, looking completely     
untouched, instantly jumped out of the fire and happily approached his master.  
  At the request of King Louis XI of France who was dying, Pope Sixtus II ordered Brother 
Francis to travel to France because the King felt that he could be cured by Francis.    
Although Brother Francis could not cure King Louis XI, he indeed was     
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SJE Religious Education  (Con’t) 
Actually, the rest of Francis’ life was spent at the Monastery of Plessis in France, 
which Charles built for him. Francis spent the last three months of his life in solitude 
preparing for his death. On Holy Thursday of 1507, Francis gathered his community 
together exhorting them to maintain the rigors of their lives. Then on Good Friday, 
Francis gave them their last instructions, and he appointed a Vicar General.  It was 
on April 2, that Good Friday, that St. Francis of Paola at the age of ninety-one died. 
Pope Leo X canonized St. Francis of Paola in 1519. Though his miracles were 
numerous, St. Francis of Paola was canonized for his humility and discernment in 
blending his contemplative life with his active one. 
 

OUR PRAYER: O GOD, THE EXULTATION OF THE HUMBLE, YOU WHO HAVE 
RAISED ST. FRANCIS TO THE GLORY OF YOUR SAINTS, GRANT WE BESEECH YOU 
THAT BY HIS MERITS AND EXAMPLE WE MAY HAPPILY OBTAIN THE REWARDS     
PROMISED TO THE HUMBLE.    AMEN 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

MRS. JOANNE GIFFARD, SJE Religious Education Coordinator 
 

ccd@sjecarmichael.org                                                  jkoeckgiffard@aol.com 



F . A  U /M  S  J  
H  have an urgent need of 
Eucharistic Minister volunteers to 

assist in the distribution of Holy 
Communion to hospital patients. 

Please contact M  S  J  H                            
C  D  at (916) 537-5098                                     

for more information and to volunteer. 

A Glimpse of Spirituality by Fr. Abraham 
(Mark 9:14-29)  
Why is the gospel so difficult to preach, especially in this 
generation? 
In fact, it was just as difficult in the time of Jesus, because 
even the disciples were infected with the leaven of the 
Pharisees and lacked faith. One of the main causes of lack 
of faith is not knowing who Jesus was, or even losing faith 
in him. 
When one of the crowds told Jesus that the disciples were powerless to 
cast out the demon from his son, Jesus responded, “O faithless             
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with 
you? Bring him to me.” The adjective “faithless” (apistos) refers to the 
Christian’s rejection of true faith, and also no trust in God. Jesus, then, 
reprimanded the disciples for unbelief, because they were with him    
almost every day, yet their hearts turned away from Jesus and toward the 
Pharisees. Jesus said when refuting the Pharisees in Mark 8:12: “Why 
does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign shall be 
given to this generation.” What Jesus was referring to was a generation’s 
lack of faith. 
Disciples were not able to cast out demons from this child because they 
did not have faith, just like Jesus questioned the disciples’ faith in Mark 
8:15, 17, and 18 in order that they could reflect their faith and sincerely 
follow Jesus again. The first step was to get out of the Pharisees’ leaven 
and wholeheartedly trusted in God.  
From the beginning, the disciples readily followed Jesus, but their faith 
gradually declined. In the end, they even lost the ability that Jesus       
entrusted them to spread the good news, heal the sick, and exorcise    
demons. It is because their minds were hardened (Mark 6:52), so that 
they did not understand Jesus in all his acts of mercy. They still dreamed 
of having a master as a political Messiah (Mark 8:17-18). In other words, 
they were no longer qualified to be the disciples of Jesus. 
Jesus was still patient with these faithless disciples. After exorcising the 
demon, he responded to the disciples’ question and said, “This kind    
cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” What Jesus meant is to 
encourage the disciples to do evangelization with their repentance, not to 
rely solely on human strength but God. 
The gospel is difficult to spread. It is difficult not because of the worldly 
people but the lack of faith of Christians.                   --Fr. Abraham Chiu 
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Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference thanks you       
for your con nued support,  

which allows us to help the poor and needy               
in our neighborhood.   

       

 It has stopped   
raining for a few 

days.   
Time to get out and 

enjoy the nice 
weather!  

Now if only A  
and J  could 

pull weeds... 
 

The F  L  shelves are BARE and could use a lot of 
essentials:  mac n’ cheese, spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, rice, 

peanut butter and top ramen. 
  

We are also in desperate need of brown bags (and if they 
come already double-bagged even better).   We are also  

short on plastic reusable bags and could use whatever you 
can donate.  Thank you. 

 

THANK YOU for your support throughout the year,              
we couldn’t do this without YOU. 

 

 

YOU make a difference!  God bless you!  Stay safe! 

APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 HOLY WEEK Mass/Services Schedule 

CRS - Rice Bowls 

 LENTEN Penance Service 

MODERN DAY                      
SIMON OF CYRENE 

PALM SUNDAY marks the beginning of           
HOLY WEEK. 

As we walk with JESUS this week, we remember the 
countless women, children and men who carry heavy 
crosses, even today:  crosses of hunger, of vulnerability to 
climate change, or of a lack of resources.  How--like      
Simon of Cyrene--can you help to carry the crosses of our 
sisters and brothers in your local community and around 
the world? 
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 
 

We have Rice Bowls available on the wooden table in the 
Narthex; please take one. 

 

† LENT Weekday Masses (Mon-Wed):   6:30 am, 8:30 am,  
   (HOLY WEEK)                                                  5:30 pm 
                                                                         
 

† HOLY THURSDAY:   MASS of the LORD’S 
 SUPPER; ADORATION                                          7:00 pm 
 
 

† GOOD FRIDAY:  OUR LORD’S PASSION           
 followed by STATIONS OF THE CROSS                 3:00 pm 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -  MERCY SAN JUAN 

F  S  E  O , D   S  
April is N  C  A  P  M .   

It is most appropriate that Child Abuse Preven on Month 
is held during the Easter Season.  There is no be er me 

than Easter to celebrate the protec on of our most valua-
ble gi  from God--our children. 

Did you know… 
Child abuse comes in many forms.   Most people iden fy 
child abuse as physically hi ng a child.  Neglect is also a 

form of child abuse.  Failing to provide a child with proper 
nutri on, housing and supervision can cause irreparable 

harm.  Expecta ons that a child be an ac ve par cipant in 
the care of home and family, or even age-appropriate jobs 
is part of healthy development.  But  excessive demands 

can cross into a form of servitude that is beyond the       
societal norms.  Child pornography is a form of sexual 

abuse, with real vic ms in every image.  The viewing of 
these images is an offense against the human dignity. 

 

 

St. John the Evangelist:    
Tuesday, April 4th, 7:00 pm   
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