
THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT 
At this time of the year we, those involved in 
parish ministry, have an opportunity to catch 
our breath before the coming Advent 
season.  The path of faithfulness is difficult at 
the moment.  We are being tested and have 
to face some serious sins these days.  
Repentance and prayer are very necessary if 
we are to remain focused on serving God 
and growing in holiness.  Still, life goes 
forward and it is time to prepare for the busy 
months ahead and the coming holidays.  
Remember to pray so as to settle your soul 
in Christ Jesus.  Pray as well for us who serve 
in the Church, bishops, priests, deacons and 
laity.  Everyone in the Church, no matter our 
title, is in need of prayer so that we may all 
become joyful missionary disciples of Jesus.  
Personally, I am blessed to have this 
opportunity to serve as your Pastor and I 
need your prayers for sustenance and hope.  
After all, it is never a bad idea to pray for 
each other as our prayers keep us together 
as one family in Christ.   
 
Next weekend, we will be collecting for the 
“priests pension fund” in the Archdiocese of 
Detroit.  In other words, the monies collected 
are used to support the Archdiocesan priests 
in retirement; this collection is not subject to 
Archdiocesan assessment.  I ask for your 
generosity to this collection.  Envelopes for 
this special collection are in the pews this 
weekend.  Please use these envelopes to 
make a donation to this annual collection.  
Our parish has always been staffed by 
Diocesan priests and in many ways this 
collection shows our thanks and gratitude 
for those who have served. Please be as 
generous as possible to this collection.   
During the month of November, we are 
implored by the Church to pray for those 
who have gone before us into eternal life.  
This is our calling as Christians.  It is 
important for us to pray for those who have 
preceded us in death.  Still, we are called to 
do more than fondly remember our loved 
ones.  We are called to pray for the deceased 
that God might bestow His mercy on them.  
This prayerful manner helps us to act in a 
very noble way and participate in a spiritual 
work of mercy.  Through it all, we leave a 
legacy in the hope that others will pray for us 

when we have passed.  With this in mind, the 
“Books of Remembrance” will remain in our 
church for the month.  The book in front of 
the Ambo, or pulpit in the sanctuary, has the 
names of our deceased brothers and sisters 
of our parish over the last year.  The book in 
front of the Good Shepherd statue is for 
anyone who wishes to include the name for 
prayer and reflection.  So, pray for all the 
dead this month and always! 
 

Our Scripture readings this weekend teach a 
very important reminder for all who follow 
Christ.  The lesson is about “first fruits.”  In 
our lives we are given many things as 
regards time, talent and treasure from God.  
He gives many gifts to all of us and we are 
allowed to do with these gifts as we choose.  
Our Heavenly Father would have us spend 
these gifts in His service and by serving 
others.  To use these gifts appropriately, we 
need to recognize that they come from God 
and therefore, belong to Him first and 
foremost.  In giving all we have to God first 
we show our love and appreciation for Him 
allowing Him to give us more and more 
treasures.  This is the example of the “poor 
widows” in our readings this weekend.  They 
give everything they have to God first, then 
they receive their gifts back in greater 
measure and are given many other blessings 
besides.  Why do they choose to live this way 
before God?  Well, it is quite simple; through 
their humble simplicity and service they 
recognize the author of their lives! 

God Bless and have a great week! 

Fr. Scott 
 
THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT: 
God is good to those who trust 
Him unreservedly! 
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“Don’t it always seem to go that you don’t know 
what you’ve got till it’s gone. They paved paradise, 
and put up a parking lot.” Joni Mitchell made a 
good point in her 1970 song, Big Yellow Taxi. She 
was worried about urban sprawl, pesticides on 
fruit, and losing her “old man.” Yet, there are many 
other things that we often don’t appreciate until 
we don’t have them anymore: clean water, 
somebody to pick up our junk, ample food, 
freedom to travel around, friends and relatives, 
innocence, talent, and religious faith. We quickly 
notice when material things are missing. If the 
electricity goes out or the water shuts off, we 
immediately want to know when it will be back on. 
But things like innocence and friendships and faith 
seem to be able to slip away without our notice 
sometimes. Not until they are gone do we realize 
that something is really different, really off. It is 
painful to lose something you value, that you never 
truly recognized as a gift, only to find that you may 
never be able to get it back. 
 
What is amazing, though, is the ability to come 
back stronger, in some cases, than we were before. 
It is quite possible to come back stronger in faith, 
hope, and love after we have been seemingly 
crushed in those three key areas. Belief in God and 
fellow human beings; desire for an eternity with 
God that we cannot completely figure out but 
know is there; and giving of ourselves to others 
with no strings attached, are things that can be 
miraculously stronger after having lost them. What 
makes it possible for us to grow beyond our 
natural, broken-down abilities is grace: infusions of 
God himself. But sometimes – often times – God 
cannot get through to us when we are simply 
coasting through life, oblivious to how good we 
have it. That is why we might have to crash before 
we can get an honest perspective on life. We 
humans are an odd lot: we have to lose our 
treasure to see that we had treasure in the first 
place! 
 
Understanding that this defect in our human 
nature is due to sin is key to turning the ship and 
coming back stronger. When it finally dawns on us 
that we are so self-obsessed that we can’t see how 
much we have been gifted, we understand that we 
have lost our way and fallen out of grace. Once we 
finally sink low enough to pay attention, it is time 
for us to fess up and turn back to God. That’s when 
the grace starts pouring in. Now we can re-engage 
life – but, this time, with a decent knowledge of 
how good we have had it all along. We can do 
more than we could while we were walking half in-
the-dark. Memories of having lost the good things 
we had helps us stay focused on the good that is 

returning to us through grace. In Romans, Paul 
says that “where sin increased, grace abounded all 
the more.” It seems baffling because that equation 
doesn’t seem to work out. But, if you let God be 
God, it turns out that he can even use sin to lead 
us to a bigger pool of grace. (And it doesn’t mean 
we should chase after sin! Read Romans 6.) 
 
Joni lamented losing a bunch of trees to a slab of 
asphalt. Nowadays, we risk paving over the part of 
our humanity that is in the image of God – our 
sacred dignity as his children. Let’s lift our heads 
and turn the ship. We don’t want to wait till it’s 
gone. 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ, 
Fr. Bob 

VOILAND’S VIEW 

The next Eucharistic Adoration is Tuesday, November 
16th, following the 8:15 am Mass and ending with 
Rosary and Benediction at 7 pm. Please sign in on the 
form at the entrance to Church. We need a firm com-
mitment of at least 2 individuals per hour to be pre-
sent in the Church between the hours of 9 am thru 7 
pm. The Sign-up Genius site is tinyurl.com/
OLLexposition8.  

Please call if you have any questions or problems:   
Patrick Allsteadt at 248-623-7880  or John Stewart Jr. 

 248-342-1491   
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This Week’s Liturgies  
 

  MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
8:15 AM   ♱ D’cd Bishops, Priests & Deacons of the AOD 

 ♱ Nancy Safronoff by Zednik Family 

 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
8:15 AM       ♱Al Kroeplin by Family  

  ♱Arthur P Francis by Andrea Ames  

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
8:15 AM   ♱Judy Handzo by Family 

 ♱ Kim Monthei by Sue Ann Robak 

 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
8:15 AM   ♱ Fr. Federick J Delaney  

 ♱ Claire Bonner 

 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 12 
8:15 AM   Increase in Vocations 

 ♱ James Radich by Ann Zubalik  

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
5:00 PM   ♱ Souls at All Saints Cemetery 

 ♱ Eleanor McKervey by  Thomas McKervey 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
8:00 AM  Parish Family of Our Lady of the Lakes 

 Jacquiline Quinn by Family 

9:30 AM  ♱ John “Wig” Wigman by Felice Family 

                    ♱ Mary Hubarth by Dave & Marion Sioma 

11:00 AM  ♱ Al Knake by Kathy Lewis 

                    ♱ James Radich III by Radich Family 

12:30 PM    ♱ Ignatius & Allen Sutherland by Family  

                     ♱ Marguerite Svoboda by Lenze Family 

 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
NOVEMBER 7, 2021 
 
Sunday  
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 
Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 
 
Monday  
Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10;  
Lk 17:1-6 
 
Tuesday  
Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran  
Basilica 
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 
1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
 
Wednesday  
Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope 
and Doctor of the Church 
Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19 
 
Thursday  
Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, 
Bishop 
Wis 7:22b—8:1; Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 
135, 175; Lk 17:20-25 
 
Friday  
Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and  
Martyr 
Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab; Lk 17:26-37 
 
Saturday  
Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, Virgin 
Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3, 36-37,  
42-43; Lk 18:1-8 
 
Sunday  
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11;  
Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32 
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Our Parish Life Together 
MISSION & MINISTRY 

ollonline.org/rosary 

Youth Group: God has created you with a purpose! With love and 
intentionality God has called you to a specific vocation that will be your path 
to Heaven and that will help others there too! Have you taken the time to 
discern the different possibilities? Come and join us on November 14th from 
5-7pm to watch a short video on vocations and to have small group 
discussions to explore the different possibilities that we might be called to. 
The evening will also hold pizza and a fun live action game of among us. This 
is a night that you don’t want to miss, so come and bring your friends!  
 
Young Adult Ministry (YAM): The young adults had a great time 
participating in the trunk or treat event. Their theme was superheroes. The 
kids got a great kick in finding their favorite superhero action figure.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
Spirits and Life with Fr. Bob.  
Join us for our version of theology on tap 
for drinks and food at the local bar 
Clarkston Tap on Friday November 12th at 
8pm. We will take part in some theological 
discussions with Fr. Bob. This event is only 
for those 21 years and older. This event is 

an RSVP with limited spots so be sure to let us know before the 15 slots 
fill!  
 
November 20th-Thanksgiving Potluck. A time to come together and give thanks to all that we have 
been blessed with. There will be a variety of delicious foods and desserts with some fun faith-filled 
activities. Come and bring your favorite dish!  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle at 248-623-0274 or by email at 
michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org   

 
A Discernment Day offers a single high school man 
(freshman –senior) from the Archdiocese of Detroit a 
unique opportunity to experience the seminary and 
learn about the priesthood.High school students will 
meet new friends and grow in their understanding of 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

If you know any men who are interested and would like more information, please contact us: https://
detroitpriestlyvocations.com/discern-the-priesthood/high-school-discernment-day/. Those interested 
must have a phone conversation with Fr. Craig Giera, Director of Priestly Vocations, before they are 
allowed to register.  
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Today’s Gospel indicates that a holy woman is 
someone that contributes all she has. How would 
you describe holiness? Who is the holiest person or 
people you know? What qualities do they have? 
What about them attracts you to them? If holiness 
is giving all we have to God, how do we do that? 
With the Unleash the Gospel initiatives and the 
action steps we have been given, I offer this as a 
possible way to go one step further: pick one 
activity from our church paper or website that you 
can participate in this coming week and join in. Yes, 
this may require a change in your plans and 
stepping out of a comfort zone for you, but just like 
the widow that gave out of her need, this will help 
you look at how you can be more intentional about 
giving back to your church\faith community thus 
building your relationship with Him and others. 
  
I have the blessing of hosting a family process for 
catechesis and in doing so I met monthly with 
parents. My “tag line” to them is always, ‘take one 
step closer to God this next month’; that seemed so 
doable to me. Taking one step a month that would 
build my relationship with my Savior, His church, 
and or my faith community made sense to me. For 
me, I try to set the goal of each month trying a new 
type of prayer, reading a faith-based book, talking 
to someone else about a homily, inviting someone 
to come to Mass with me…anything I can think of 
to put a spark in my relationship with Christ. Much 
emphasis in the church of Detroit is being placed 
on evangelization, rightly so. I encourage you to 
take one small step, unless you are a jump into the 
deep end kind of person; how about inviting one 
person or family to join you at a Mass one 
weekend...how about on a donut or pancake 
breakfast Sunday? There are some great 
opportunities for the celebration of Reconciliation 

coming up as well as we enter Advent and prepare 
for Christmas. How about inviting someone to our 
Choir’s Christmas concert or our Advent tea? Do 
you know that we have Advent Taize prayer most 
Thursdays of Advent; those are great nights for 
people to come and surround themselves with 
music in a prayerful atmosphere. 
  
I want to share a great thing that happened in class 
one Monday night. One of our first-grade catechists 
shared with me some very wise words of one of 
her students. On this particular Monday, the 
catechist was teaching The Sign of The Cross to her 
students. As she taught them the gestures she also 
talked about the statement it made to all those that 
witnessed us making it. When she was done with 
her “lesson”, the first grader proclaimed, “so the 
Sign of the Cross is our password for entering into 
prayer with God”. Even our first grades stand as 
great evangelizers for us.  
  
Speaking of our younger members standing in 
witness for us, I ask that you keep in prayer our 
second graders as they enter the final weeks of 
preparation before they celebrate the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation for the first time. My prayer is that 
you let them stand as a witness to you of hope, 
love and faith and that you pray for them as they 
take that one step closer to our Loving Father.  As 
long as we are thanking people, perhaps this week 
you can reach out to those people or that person 
that you identify as a person of holiness and thank 
them for their example.  
  
Have an amazing week!  
  
Peace and prayers, 

Jean, DRE 

Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 

PIES FOR MANNA SOUP KITCHEN 
Please consider purchasing single serve fruit or pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving for our outreach to Manna 
Soup Kitchen in Detroit.  We have been told that fruit pies are preferred by the guests.  Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, Manna is only allowed to serve “to go” meals and is asking for single serve pies to make it 
easy for their patrons. Again, pies should not need refrigeration and must be store bought to comply 
with health department regulations. 
Pies may be dropped off at the parish center or the school on:  
 
Friday, November 19th 
Monday, November 22nd 
 
Manna Soup Kitchen depends on Our Lady of the Lakes for all the des-
serts for their Thanksgiving meal, so your support is greatly appreciated.  
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Thank you OLL Parishioners for your great 
support 
Our recent can and bottle drive resulted in our 
providing funds to purchase 20 Wheelchairs through the KofC Global Wheelchair 
mission. The Knights of Columbus has been partners with the American 
Wheelchair Mission since 2003, under the umbrella of the Global Wheelchair 
Mission. This initiative provides aid to those who lack the freedom of mobility in 
our communities and around the world. Mobility brings with it independence and 
dignity. Obtained at discounted prices, these wheelchairs change the lives of their 
recipients  
 
 
 
 
 

Knights Korner 

Ready to join the Knights?  
For those men over the age of 18 
interested in becoming a Knight, 
please contact: 
Grand Knight Chris Scheuer 
GK5436@mikofc.org  

Deputy Grand Knight Michael Man-
dziuk 
MD5436@mikofc.org 

RIGHT TO LIFE MARCH/WASHINGTON D.C. 
Our Lady of the Lakes High School is sending at least one bus to the Right 
to Life March in Washington D.C. on January 20, 2022. The March is 
scheduled for Friday, January 21st. We have students that could use 
financial assistance for this trip. If you are able to donate to financially 
assist some of our students, the cost of the trip is $185. Any contribution 
toward this life changing event would be appreciated. All checks can be 
made out to Our Lady of the Lakes. This March for Life has become quite 
a youth event and our youth are taking on the voice of the unborn. Your 
generosity is always a blessing.   

Questions can be directed to Kathy Lewis at (248) 623 0340/ext. 403. 

 The Knights will be placing boxes at the back of church to collect 
new coats for kids in the area that don't have one to wear this win-
ter.  
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Parish School 

OUR LADY OF THE LAKES 6TH GRADE: 
The 6th Grade students have had a wonderful first quarter of school!  We started the year by writing our 
goals and placing them in a time capsule.  These goals included our academic, extra-curricular, and social 
goals; however, most importantly, we reflected on our spiritual goals.  Sixth grade is a year of “spreading 
our wings” and becoming independent learners while respecting those around us.  Our goals give us a 
direction to follow as we journey to middle school!  

As October ended, we celebrated with “Orange and Black” day.  We spent the day working together as a 
team in the “ghost stacking” challenge, designing and redesigning during a STEM challenge and writing 
“spooky six-word stories”.  Together, we welcome November!  

“OLL is not only a 
pathway to 
success, it’s a 
journey of the 
mind, body and 
spirit. Our children 
weren’t always 
Lakers, but since attending, they’ve 
both matured intellectually and 
spiritually. Lakes has been a 
blessing because we know our 
children are part of an ever growing 
family that pursues  academic 
excellence and sacred devotion. 
Lakes is all encompassing 
pilgrimage that you will not regret.” 
 

Current Parent - Heather Pipia 



Prayer Requests 
FOR OUR SICK 
 David Andrews 
 Rhonda Barron  
 Marie Kurczak 
 Adelyn Detassany  
 Suzette Zawifza  
   Maggie Sans 
   Jon Boncella 
   Gini Hoffman 
   Julia Sidebottom  
   Gary Day 
   Paula Jean Cullison-Burke 
   Francine Bailey 
   Karen Phelps 
   Don Sayre 
   Beverly Armstrong 
   Greta Ferguson 
 
To add someone to the prayer list 
please contact the parish office.  
 
FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, Air 

Force 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 

11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, 

Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 

8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 

7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 
   Max Kravetz, National Gaurd 
To update an individual’s rank or to 
add someone to the list, please 
contact us at the parish office.  

THANKSGIVING FOOD DONATIONS  
Do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased. Hebrews 13:16 
 
It’s time again to prepare for our Thanksgiving Holiday Food Baskets to 
Holy Redeemer Parish in Detroit, and we graciously ask for your help.  
 
The food drive will begin on Wednesday, November 3rd.  The deadline 
for receiving contributions is Monday, November 22nd at 8:00 a.m.  
We would like frozen turkeys or a monetary donation ($15) to cover the 
cost of purchasing a turkey. We are planning to donate at least 20 or 
more Thanksgiving baskets which will include a turkey and all the 
trimmings. Suggested food items include: 

potatoes, gravy, jello, yams, stuffing, 
cranberry sauce, canned fruit, 
vegetables, pies and soup. 
 



Next Weekend November 13 & 14 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm Fr. Scott 
B. McCarthy 
S. McCarthy 
A. Voto 

Lynn Pomerlaeu Karen Romkema 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Scott 
B. Asai 
E. Asai 
M. Gallmeyer 

Brooke Reckinger Jean Kempf 

Sunday, 9:30 am* Fr. Scott 
D. Comerford 
G. Drouin 
A. Tibudan 

Chris Drouin Karen Romkema 

Sunday, 11:00 am* Fr. Bob 
A. Bonnivier 
R. Bonnivier 
R. Luptowski 

Conrad Calvano John & Evelyn Clark 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Bob 
B. Burton 
G. Donnarumma 
L. Jasinski 

Ann Marie Costello David Tardiff 

Altar Help 

November 11 Group 4:  Theresa Johnson, David and Deborah Tardiff 

November 18 Group 5:  Theresa Elliott, Courtney Blazevic 

                 9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live 

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
5481 Dixie Highway 

 Waterford, Michigan 48329 
(248) 623-0274 | Fax: (248) 623-2723 

ollonline.org | Social Media @ollwaterford 
 

Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 
Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 
Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 

  
Director of Christian Service ........................ Artha Horowitz 
Director of Music Ministry ..................................... Tim Smith 
Director of Faith Formation ............................Jean Hartman 
Youth Evangelization……………………...Michelle Konarzewski 
Bulletin Deadline ........................................... Mondays, Noon 
Bulletin Email ...................................... bulletin@ollonline.org 
Parish Email ................................. ParishOffice@ollonline.org 
Prayer Requests ....................... ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................. 5:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 
Monday through Friday .................................................. 8:15am 
 
Baptisms 
Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 
 
Choir Wednesday’s at 7:30pm 

 
Eucharistic Exposition  
3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary 
and Benediction at 7:00pm 
 
Faith Formation 
Ages 4/5 ........................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 
Mondays ................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 
Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 
RCIA ............................................................... Tuesday | 7:00pm 
 
Weddings 
Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. 
Couples must attend the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 
 
Registration 
Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 
Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email 
changes by phone or online at ollonline.org/update 
 
Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry ...... 1-888-722-4355 
National Domestic Violence Hotline .......... 1-800-799-7233 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 
5495 Dixie Highway 
Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 
admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 
 

Principal & Head of School ................... Jeanine Kenny 
Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 


