
THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT 
Today, we celebrate the great event of 
the Baptism of the Lord. This celebration 
marks the official end of the Christmas 
season. The baptism of the Lord is an 
enlightening event awaking in us a desire 
to serve and be with God. The Baptism 
of Jesus is the Fathers’ official 
notification to the world that Jesus is 
indeed His Son in whom He is well 
pleased. This event is a clear definition 
demonstrating that Jesus has a right to 
work on behalf of the Father for the 
salvation of mankind. This appointment 
is for life, both here and here after, if you 
will. No person can ever strip Jesus of 
the marvelous work of ministry in this 
fallen world.   
 
This celebration is a day filled with rich 
imagery and numerous points for 
reflection. Most importantly, the Baptism 
of the Lord helps us recall what 
happened at our own baptism. Our 
baptisms are more than an occasion for 
a family get together or a party. Indeed, 
any baptism is a “claiming of a soul” and 
a consecrating for ministry. By virtue of 
our baptism we are welcomed into the 
loving arms of the Father and sent to do 
His work in the world. This means we 
have a great deal of important work to 
accomplish once we receive and accept 
the mission to go forth.  
 
This claiming, or commissioning, 
happened to Jesus and is passed on to 
us through our baptism in the Trinity. 
We ought to learn our lesson and work 
diligently for the coming of Christ in the 
world by helping one another prepare 
for the life to come. This feast also 
reminds us that we are called to serve by 
virtue of our own Baptism in Christ. All of 
us have a vocation in Christ, we simply 
need to recognize what our particular 
vocation is and live it to the full. 
Therefore, we should take some time to 

reflect upon our vocations and ask the 
Lord’s help to fulfill it joyfully.   
 
Now, as the Christmas season ends 
today, we can move back to a normal 
pace of life. This transition is difficult for 
some and a welcomed relief to others. 
Hopefully, all of us will remember to 
pray for one another in our parish 
family. Many people find the winter 
months lonely and are in great need of 
our prayers and support. So, please 
make an effort to pray daily for our 
entire parish and school community and 
most especially those who serve our 
Northwest Oakland Lakes Family. 

God Bless and have a great week! 
Fr. Scott 

 
Thought for the week: At our baptism 
we were claimed by The Father and 
anointed for service. Do we respond 
generously to His call by serving joyfully 
with grateful hearts? 

the Holy Spirit descended

 on Him in a 

bodily form like a 

dove. And a 

voice came from heaven:  

“You are My beloved  

Son; in You I am well 

pleased.” 

Luke 3:22 
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THE CONVENIENCE OF AUTOMATED TITHING 
Many families have already chosen to give one-time or recurring 
donations through our website. Explore the convenience of online 
giving at  ollonline.org/donate, and be one of the families who 
set their tithe to automatically occur when, how often, and in the 
amount they’d like to give. And always have access to update your 
information, change gift amounts, enter new payment methods, or 
pause/cancel a gift at any time. With online giving, you can forget 
about writing checks or swinging by the ATM.   

 
I lack words to tell you how thankful I am for all of 
the kindness and generosity you have expressed 
to me during this Christmastime! Honestly, it is 
overwhelming! Your warm words, prayers, smiles, 
and gifts have truly lifted me up and given me a joy 
and increased desire to serve you and Jesus as a 
priest in his Church. Most special in all of these 
ways that you have gifted me is your willingness to 
let me be part of your family. This is big! I am 
naturally limited as a priest, and still a work in 
progress, so your patience and understanding as 
we journey together in our Catholic faith is 
invigorating. And sometimes exhausting! What a 
learning process this priesthood thing continues to 
be! I am so grateful for you, and Fr. Scott, and the 
OLL staff at church and school! 
 
I was thinking about how important thankfulness is 
to a happy life. I’ve known people on every part of 
the “thankfulness spectrum” – from “the glass” 
being overflowing full to it being constantly empty. 
Yet, heartfelt thankfulness is so critical to living a 
fulfilling Christian life that I even looked to see if it 
might be a Fruit of the Holy Spirit. Turns out, it is 
not specifically listed as one of the Fruits, but it 
seems to me that thankfulness must underlie 
“charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-
control, and chastity.” We wouldn’t live out any of 
those fruits if we weren’t thankful for what we 
already have. 
 
Nevertheless, “glass half-full or glass half-empty” 
people are everywhere. We usually even find 
ourselves sliding back and forth on the scale a bit, 
depending on what is going on in our lives. But, I 
had a relative, God rest his soul, who was almost 
always plagued by a voice playing in his head 
which said that life was just plain rotten. And, for 
the most part, he was miserable. My heart broke 
for the man because, although he did indeed have 
some profound suffering and misfortune in his life, 
it wasn’t all bad. Much of his life was quite good. 
There were people who loved him, and wanted to 
help make his life better, but the emptiness of his 
glass seemed to blot out the fullness that was 

there too. As much as I could see the desire in him, 
he just wasn’t happy. 
 
I have also known people who were dealt a 
seemingly impossible set of cards to play in life. I’m 
talking here about circumstances that most of us 
would look at and say, “If that’s how I have to 
survive, just take me now.” But these people not 
only survived, they thrived. And were happy! 
Heroic human beings. People of faith. Genuine 
saints on earth. They appreciated what they had. 
 
Most of us who have been around for any amount 
of time know both of these people. We seem to be 
conditioned, though, to always think we’re among 
those getting the short end of the stick, never quite 
getting what “the man” owes us. This attitude is a 
sure way to have our joy stolen – or just thrown 
away. But, “counting our blessings,” as the old 
saying goes, does wonders for lifting our spirits to 
God who gives us all of these good things. 
Certainly, difficulties in life will always come and try 
to steal our joy, but we are never abandoned by 
God nor stripped of every gift he has given us. 
Being thankful for the simplest blessings goes a 
long way towards happier days. 
 
Thanks for being you! 
Fr. Bob 

VOILAND’S VIEW 
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This Week’s Liturgies  
MONDAY, JANUARY 10 
8:15 AM   ♱ Peter Noronha 

 ♱ Larry Bargo 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 
8:15 AM      ♱ Jim Kraft by Don & Annette Kobylarz 

 ♱Helen Salvaggio by Mary Stroster 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 
8:15 AM   ♱ Kelly Scheuer by Mom & Dad 

 ♱ Charles Monte by The Cousens Family 

 
Thursday, January 13 

8:15AM      ♱Al Knake  
 Anette Kobylarz by Anne Zubalik  

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 
8:15AM Increase in Vocations 
 Barb Caudill by Anne Zubalik 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 
5:00PM  ♱ Kathy McMahon by Family 

 ♱ Bill McMahon by Family 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 
8:00 AM  ♱ James Radich III by Radich Family 

 ♱ Glen Watson by Sue Moore 

9:30 AM  ♱ Millie Robak by Ross Family  

                    ♱ Al Knake by Sue Robak 

11:00 AM  ♱ James J. Bagley Sr. by Family 

                    ♱ Robert Suran by Lisa Suran 

12:30 PM     Parish Family of Our Lady of the Lakes 

                    Widowed of Our Lady of the Lakes 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
JANUARY 9, 2022 
Sunday  

Bap	sm of the Lord 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7/ Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/  

Acts 10:24-38/ Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22 

 

Monday  

1 Sm 1: 1-8/ Ps 116: 12-13, 14-17, 18-19/  

Mk 1: 14-20  

 

Tuesday  

1 Sm 1: 9-20/ 1 Sm 2: 1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/  

Mk 1: 21-28  

 

Wednesday  

1 Sm 3: 1-10, 19-20/ Ps 40: 2 and 5, 7-8a,  

8b-9, 10/ Mk 1: 29-39  

 

Thursday  

1 Sm 4: 1-11/ Ps 44: 10-11, 14-15, 24-25/ 

Mk 1: 40-45  

 

Friday 

1 Sm 8: 4-7, 10-22a/ Ps 89: 16-17, 18-19/  

Mk 2: 1-12  

 

Saturday  

1 Sm 9: 1-4, 17-19; 10: 1/ Ps 21: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 

Mk 2: 13-17  

 

Sunday  

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 62: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/ 1 Cor 12: 

4-11/ Jn 2: 1-11  
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Our Parish Life Together 
MISSION & MINISTRY 

ollonline.org/rosary 

 
High School Youth Group: 
The Christmas party was a blast! Here are a couple highlights from the night.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
January 15th-MLK day of service This will be held at St. Anne’s from 10am-noon. This is a great 
opportunity to serve the community.  

 
Rise 2022- Feb 6th- There will be an all day conference at Mercy High school. This will 
include speakers, parise and worship adoration, and breakout sessions including The 
Culture Project missionaries. This will be a great opportunity to encounter Christ. There is 
currently an early bird special. If you register now you get 25% off of the original price of 
$35. If you would like to register please contact Michelle.  
 

 
Young Adult Ministry (YAM):  
 
January 15th-MLK day of service This will be held at St. Anne’s from 10am-noon. This is a great 
opportunity to serve the community.  
February 4th- Winter Whiteout. A night of bonfires, skating and sledding from 6-9pm there will be 
hot cocoa and snacks provided. This is a BYOS event (bring your own sled if you have one).  
February 11th- Come Encounter Christ at St. Anne’s there will be a speaker from the Culture Project 
Missionary as well, and there will be a social afterwards. Time TBD  
Feb 19th- Valentine’s dinner and dance at St. Daniel’s from 6-10pm. This event costs $30 per person this 
includes drinks, dinner, daycare, and lessons from a dancer.  
 
There will also be a book club coming up in the next couple of months. If you 
are interested in this please let us know. Also follow our GroupME using the 
QR scanner. You can also follow our email list: Lakersyam@gmail.com to keep 
updated with all of the events.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle at 248-820-6670 or by 
email at michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org God Bless, Michelle Konarzewski, 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Evangelization   
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Today we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and 
the conclusion of the Christmas Season and the 
beginning of Ordinary Time. During this time in the 
church calendar we transition into Jesus’ public 
ministry. Over the years I have had the privilege of 
meeting with the families as they prepare to 
Baptize their child; it is such a blessing to hear their 
reasons for bringing their children to the 
Sacrament. One of the many “best practices” that I 
convey to them is to try and celebrate Baptisms as 
we do birthdays. Every year, on the anniversary of 
their child(ren’s) Baptism, bring photos out and 
light the Baptismal candle; make this celebration 
just as special as birthdays. As they get older, 
renew their Baptismal promise to help ensure that 
the family is working on living those promises out. 
On our Baptism we are born anew as a child of God 
and that should be celebrated and perhaps be just 
as public as our birthdays. 
  
For me in today’s Gospel I get a message of “self-
check” as I ask myself ‘am I doing all that I can so 
that I can hear these words from our Lord, “You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”? If I 
were to meet my Lord and Savior, would I hear that 
He is pleased with me and how I lived my life? 
Instead of all the traditional New Year’s resolution, 
this is what is powering me through this coming 
year…that I want to hear that my Lord is pleased 
with me. I know that I am His beloved as He blesses 
me every day with His grace, love and strength but 

do I put all that He gives me to the best possible 
use?  
  
Perhaps you will join me this, and every day, and 
ask yourself if you will hear these words from our 
Lord. Ask yourself if you are living out your 
Baptismal promises that you confirmed at your 
Confirmation. Let us seek daily to be mindful of 
who we are; Baptized into His family and as His 
chosen children. 
Please pray for me as I will pray for you and 
together we will make a stronger family of faith so 
that we can all hear that He is pleased with us. 
  

Peace and prayers, 

Jean, DRE 

Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 

Please join the OLL 
Widows group on 
Sunday, January 16, 
2022 at the 12:30 
Mass.  They will 
gather together to 
pray for and 
remember their 
spouses.  Please look 
for the reserved 
seating.  They look 
forward to you 
joining them.  

Strong Families of Faith !Strong Families of Faith !Strong Families of Faith !Strong Families of Faith !    
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Knights Korner 
Coats for Kids  

Attached is a picture taken at Carriage Town Ministries in 
Flint, Michigan. 
 
We delivered 90 Coats for Kids to Carriage Town Minis-
tries in Flint, Michigan on December 14th. They were very 
nice new, or near new condition with many matching 
hats with the new coats. 
 
This was made possible by the generous donations of 
our parishioners as a part of our Coats for Kids program 
we ran through Advent. 
 
Carriage Town Ministries provides faith-based services of 
all kinds for the needy in the Flint area. 
 
Showing samples of our coats in the picture from Car-
riage Town are Matt on the left and Otis on the right. 

 
Brother Knight, Jim Garris is shown behind the box in the center.This is Jim's second year running the pro-
gram for our council and parish. He does a great job. 
 

Ready to join the Knights?  
For those men over the age of 18 interested in becoming a Knight, please contact: 
Grand Knight Chris Scheuer GK5436@mikofc.org  
Deputy Grand Knight Michael Mandziuk MD5436@mikofc.org  
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Parish School 



Prayer Requests 
FOR OUR SICK 
 Dottie Goy 
 Colleen Saxton 
 Adelyn Detassanyi  
 Suzette Zawifza  
   Paula Jean Cullison-Burke 
   Francine Bailey 
   Karen Phelps 
   Beverly Armstrong 
   Greta Ferguson 
   Ken Naski 
   Marilyn McMurray 
   Jill Rafferty 
   Alex Detassanyi 
   Anton Hummel 
   Wayne Johnson 
   Frank Risko 
   Shirley Tersigni 
   Kevin Tersigni 
   Barney Casetti 
   Dave Kendzicky 
   Michael Morey 
To add someone to the prayer list 
please contact the parish office.  
 
FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, Air 

Force 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 

11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, 

Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 

8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 

7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 SPC Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 

Stewardship Thoughts 

The Office of Priestly Voca0ons’ discernment group for men (18-55) considering 

the priesthood is having its next mee0ng on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 – 7:00

-8:30pm. New members can join at any 0me, as there is no requirement to have 

been at the last mee0ng. The previous nights have been a great success with 

many men excited to talk about their possible voca0on to the priesthood. 

 

Mee0ngs are led by Fr. Craig Giera, Director of Priestly Voca0ons, and will include 

prayer, group discussion on discernment, light refreshments, and fellowship with 

other-like-minded men. Please contact the voca0on office for more info: hAps://

detroitpriestlyvoca0ons.com/discernment-groups/. 

The Baptism of the Lord (January 
8/9, 2022)  
 
In today’s Scripture readings, Isaiah 
foretells the preaching of Jesus’ 
cousin, John the Baptist. In the 
Gospel from the evangelist St. Luke, 
John professes: I am baptizing you 
with water ... He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. In a spirit of 
evangelization, let us draw closer to 
the Lord in discipleship, invoking the 
Holy Spirit to enkindle a fire in our 
hearts. May this fire move us 
forward as faithful stewards to carry 
out our baptismal promises to cast 
off evil and be committed to His 
Word, to love and serve God and our 
neighbor, and to spread the Gospel 
message of the Good News to 
everyone we encounter. We can 
begin to evangelize —or re-
evangelize —family members and 
friends by simply inviting them to an 
evangelization program offered in 
the parish, like Alpha or Christ Life.  

The next Eucharistic Adoration  is 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022 after 
the 8:15am Mass. Rosary and 
Benediction will be at 7:00pm. 
 
There are free Spiritual Bouquet 
Cards in the lobby during the day. 
 
Please use the Sign-up Genius: 
tinyurl.com/ollexposition8 



Next Weekend January 15 & 16 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm Fr. Scott 
G. McCarthy 
B. McCarthy 
S. McCarthy 

Jennifer Reimer Bernie Tomko 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Bob 
J. Mamola 
E. Asai 
B. Asai 

Mark Blaszkiewicz Mark Blaszkiewicz 

Sunday, 9:30 am* Fr. Bob 
K. Comerford 
H. Drouin 
R. Summers 

Eric/Kim Bischer Jim Bruso 

Sunday, 11:00 am* Institution of Acolyte 
B. Barthel 
R. Bonniver 
N. Neiman 

Ben Schneider Phil Nickerson 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Scott 
B. Burton 
G. Donnarumma 
L. Jasinski 

Steve Yanek Diane Lowry 

Altar Help 

January 8 Group 5: Pat Hannum, Josie Slupek, Suzanne Navarre, Lauren Erdman 

January 13 Group 1:  Felice Schneemann, Annette Kobylarz, Caron Rolinski 

                *9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live 

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
5481 Dixie Highway 
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(248) 623-0274 | Fax: (248) 623-2723 
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Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 
Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 
  
Director of Christian Service ........................ Artha Horowitz 
Director of Music Ministry ..................................... Tim Smith 
Director of Faith Formation ............................Jean Hartman 
Youth Evangelization……………………...Michelle Konarzewski 
Bulletin Deadline ........................................... Mondays, Noon 
Bulletin Email ...................................... bulletin@ollonline.org 
Parish Email ................................. ParishOffice@ollonline.org 
Prayer Requests ....................... ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................. 5:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 
Monday through Friday .................................................. 8:15am 
 
Baptisms 
Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 
 
Choir Wednesday’s at 7:30pm 
 

Eucharistic Exposition  
3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary 
and Benediction at 7:00pm 
 
Faith Formation 
Ages 4/5 ........................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 
Mondays ................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 
Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 
RCIA ............................................................... Tuesday | 7:00pm 
 
Weddings 
Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. 
Couples must attend the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 
 
Registration 
Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 
Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email 
changes by phone or online at ollonline.org/update 
 
Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry ...... 1-888-722-4355 
National Domestic Violence Hotline .......... 1-800-799-7233 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 
5495 Dixie Highway 
Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 
admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 

Principal & Head of School ................... Jeanine Kenny 
Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 
Admissions Director ......................... Nichole Campbell 
 


