
THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT 
January is usually a time to catch our 
breath after the holidays. Lent will be 
here before we know it and the weather 
has been strange to say the least. People 
are on edge and many are getting sick, 
depressed or lonely. We could all use a 
moment to collect our thoughts and 
relax. A spiritual deep breath is certainly 
in order. Still, we press on knowing the 
work we do for the Lord is our focus and 
joy. To this end we, at the office, are 
always planning and praying for 
blessings from God and for the strength 
to serve joyfully. Rest assured we are 
here to announce the Mercy of God and 
our joy at following Him with humble 
hearts. 
 
Visiting the sick and lonely is a work of 
mercy and pleasing to the Lord our God. 
January is a time when things begin to 
get lonely for some people and illnesses 
tend to become more pronounced for 
some reason. All of us know people who 
are elderly or physically not well. 
Perhaps we can remember some people 
who need a visit or to hear a friendly 
voice on the phone just to say we are 
thinking of them. These moments of 
grace are beneficial to those who are 
remembered and to those doing the 
visiting or calling. Our Lord implores us 
to remember the infirm, lonely and 
elderly. The winter months provide us 
with an opportunity to act on this 
invitation from Him. Yes, we are all very 
busy, but taking the time to visit the 
elderly, ill or lonely is part of our 
Christian calling. So, please make some 
time for those who need to hear a 
friendly voice and do not hear it often 
enough.   
 
Last Sunday we were able to celebrate 
the Rite of Acolyte with the Permanent 
Diaconate community in the AOD. Our 
own Mr. Dave Smith received the order 
of Acolyte, a Rite conferred on those 

progressing to ordination.  Dave is a 
parishioner, along with his family, here 
at Lakes. God willing, he will be ordained 
for service as a Permanent Deacon in 
2023. Please pray for Dave as he is 
formed for ordained ministry in the 
Church. I know he will fulfill the ministry 
of Deacon well should God choose him 
for the task. For now, he is in formation 
and part of our Laker family, so let us 
assist him with our prayers. 
Congratulations Dave and God bless 
your journey.   
 
Next Saturday, January 29th our school 
will be hosting an open house. We will be 
receiving people from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. in the school building. We have a 
great deal planned for the day and some 
of our sports teams will be in action as 
well. Please join us at any time and check 
out all we have to offer for the education 
of our young. You already know we have 
a wonderful school and we would love to 
add many children and young people to 
the program. Please join us next 
Saturday and remember we always 
Praise the Maker because it is great to 
be a Laker.     
 
Finally, we hear Jesus read a Scripture 
passage in our Gospel this week. It is an 
opportunity for Him to set up the first 
moments of His earthly ministry. He 
reminds us that He has come to 
announce a year of favor from the Lord 
God. Mercy and forgiveness are great 
favors from the Lord. We are able to 
receive the great gift of God’s Mercy if 
we afford ourselves an opportunity to go 
to the Lord and ask for it with humble 
hearts. We must make the first move 
toward the Lord if we are to receive this 
great grace. Additionally, we should 
always seek to reconcile with all our 
brothers and sisters in everyday 
situations as well. In acknowledging our  
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THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

 
 
our need for God’s Mercy we proclaim to the world 
the great Grace of Jesus Christ and the wonderful 
things He   does for us. 

God Bless and have a great week! 
Fr. Scott 

 
Thought for the week: God’s Mercy is offered 
freely and without reservation. We simply need to 
acknowledge our need for it so as to receive the 
fullness of His blessing. 

 
 
 

As we pass yet another anniversary of the 1973 
Supreme Court decision which legalized abortion 
throughout the country, I am again struck by how 
polarizing this issue has remained. The mere sight 
of the first sentence of this brief article will make 
some people’s blood pressure spike: “Ah! He’s at it 
again! Why won’t ‘these people’ just stop talking 
about this stuff?” There is so much emotion 
connected to this issue that simple mention of it will 
immediately get guts tied up in knots. But why? The 
stakes are obviously high – fundamental to the 
existence of the parties involved. 
I think that, as is often the case, the folks on 
opposite sides of this argument are talking past 
each other. There are too many ways to view the 
central question, which is the act of abortion. Those 
opposed to abortion see it as a life issue; abortion is 
wrong because it kills a human life – a 
straightforward view. But this argument is quickly 
diluted over disputes about when life begins. Our 
Catholic faith tells us that life begins at conception, 
while many people argue for a variety of different 
times during pregnancy when human life actually 
begins. Other people argue about the viability of 
the child, which technically would be well after the 
child is born. Others see the abortion issue not at 
all from the perspective of life but from the 
individual right of a woman to do whatever she 
wants with her body – “reproductive rights” as they 
are called. Still others argue about the social and 
psychological impact of bringing another human 
being into existence. Yet others are concerned 
about the circumstances of pregnancy; rape and 
incest always come up. It goes on. 
1973 was forty-nine years ago. Abortion existed well 
before then, but it was illegal because our society 
intuitively knew that it was not a good thing. 
Abortion existed in the first century because the 
Didache, an early Christian writing on the teachings of 
the Twelve Apostles (dated c. A.D. 50 – 120), 
expressly states, “you shall not murder a child by 
abortion nor kill that which is born.” Abortion has 
obviously existed from the time men figured out 

how to do it. And I specify ‘men’ figuring it out, 
because I cannot fathom a woman being the first to 
come up with the idea. And this might be the thing I 
find most confusing about a near half-century of 
open dispute about abortion in this country: how 
have women come to be defenders of the taking of 
their children? 
Many women suffer greatly from abortion. I know 
this for a fact. They are often as much victims of 
abortion as their lost children. They do not deserve 
this. They do not deserve the lies. They do not 
deserve the coercion and manipulation. They do 
not deserve the disrespect of their honored dignity 
as women. They do not deserve years of pain and 
grieving. These bearers of new human life deserve 
our support and admiration for nurturing new 
generations along with their husbands; such 
support is a true ‘reproductive right.’ Notice, with 
their husbands. Because of our society’s promotion of 
it, fathers have also suffered from abortion. Since 
we lost our sense of family and marital 
commitment, abortion has become an easy 
“solution” to the inconvenience of new humans. It is 
a solution with painful, enduring consequences. 
Project Rachel is a ministry of the Catholic Church 
which helps those who suffer from the loss of a 
child through abortion. The clergy of the Church 
and pregnancy assistance organizations are also 
here to help. If together we can turn our culture 
back to love new life and recognize the great value 
of strong families, we can start to more consistently 
smile when we hear the words, “I’m pregnant!” Dear 
Jesus, may that day come soon. 
 

In Christ, Fr. Bob 

VOILAND’S VIEW 
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This Week’s Liturgies  
MONDAY, JANUARY 24 
8:15 AM   ♱ Mike Perdue by Tom & Nancy Freundl  

 ♱ Kevin Mooney by Parents  

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25 
8:15 AM      ♱ Al Knake  

 Sophia Gumbko 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 
8:15 AM   ♱ Richard Untener by His Wife 

 ♱ Robert Alt by David Alt 

 

Thursday, January 27 

8:15AM      ♱Al Serra by Serra Family  

 ♱Ruth Untener  by Diana Untener 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28  
8:15AM ♱Theresa & James McEnrue by Mary Kay 
 Thanksgiving for Healing  by Rose Jones 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 
5:00PM  ♱ Roger Landry by Janet Robak 

 Parish Family of Our Lady of the Lakes 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 30 
8:00 AM  ♱ D’cd Members of the Connarn & Mazzaro Family 

 ♱ Roberta Blust by Mike & pat Hull 

9:30 AM  ♱ Jim Kraft by Bernie Tomko  

                    ♱ D’cd Members of McMahon  

11:00 AM  ♱ Brent Fuller by McMahon Family 

                    ♱ Joe Arzenti by Lynn Parker Farms 

12:30 PM     ♱ Emily Zubalik by Anne Zubalik 

                    Int. of Artha Horowitz by Geneva K. 

 
 

       
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
JANUARY 23, 2022 
Sunday  
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Neh 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/ Ps 19: 8, 9, 10, 15/ 
1 Cor 12: 12-30 or 1 Cor 12:12-14,27/ Lk 1: 
-4; 4: 14 21  
 
Monday  
Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales,  
Bishop and Doctor 
2 Sm 5: 1-7, 10/ Ps 89: 20, 21-22, 25-26/ 
Mk 3: 22-30  
 
Tuesday  
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul,  
Apostle 
Acts 22: 3-16 or Acts 9: 1-22/ Ps 117: 1bc, 2  
Mk 16: 15-18 
 
Wednesday  
Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus,  
Bishops 
2 Tm 1: 1-8 or Ti 1: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2a, 2b-3, 7  
8a, 10/ Mk 4: 1-20  
 
Thursday  
2 Sm 7: 18-19, 24-29/ Ps 132: 1-2, 3-5, 11, 12,  
13-14/ Mk 4: 21-25  
 
Friday  
Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas,  
Priest and Doctor 
2 Sm 11: 1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/ Ps 51: 3-4, 5-6a,  
6bcd-7, 10-11/ Mk 4: 26-34  
 
Saturday  
2 Sm 12: 1-7a, 10-17/ Ps 51: 12-13, 14-15, 16 
-17/ Mk 4: 35-41  
 
Sunday  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Jer 1: 4-5, 17-19/ Ps 71: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17/ 1  
Cor 12: 31 13: 13/ Lk 4: 21- 30  
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Our Parish Life Together 
MISSION & MINISTRY 

ollonline.org/rosary 

 
High School Youth Group: 
January 30th- Mental Health Day- This last year has been a struggle for most of us, join us for a 
night of relaxing and finding some peace. Let’s start the new year rejuvenated and learn effective and 
healthy ways to destress and boost mental health. This event will take place from 6:00-8:30pm. Located in  
St. Joseph’s Hall. 
February 27th- The Search- We will be watching the first episode of “The Search” series and asking the 
big question “What Do You Seek?”. This will be held in the parish offices from 6:30pm-8:30pm.  

 
Rise 2022- Feb 6th- There will be an all day conference at Mercy High school. This 
will include speakers, praise and worship adoration, and breakout sessions including The 
Culture Project Missionaries. This will be a great opportunity to encounter Christ. The 
total cost of the conference is $35. If you would like to register please contact Michelle.  
 

 
Young Adult Ministry (YAM):  
February 4th- Winter Whiteout. A night of bonfires, skating and sledding from 6-9pm there will be 
hot cocoa and snacks provided. This is a BYOS event (bring your own sled if you have one).  
February 11th- Come Encounter Christ at St. Anne’s there will be a speaker from the Culture Project 
Missionary, Praise and Worship, Adoration, Confession and a social afterwards from 6:30-9:00pm. 
Feb 19th- Valentine’s dinner and dance at St. Daniel’s from 6-10pm. This event costs $30 per person 
this includes drinks, dinner, daycare, and lessons from a dancer.  
 
Book Club starting soon! If you are interested in this please let us know. 
 
Follow our GroupME using the QR scanner. You can also follow our email list: 
Lakersyam@gmail.com to keep updated with all of the events.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle at 248-820-6670 or by email at 
michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org God Bless, Michelle Konarzewski, Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Evangelization   
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As I reflect on today’s readings I knew I wanted, 
perhaps need, to focus my attention on the 
responsorial psalm. I found this reflection adapted 
from Bishop Barron to say exactly what my heart 
was in need of.  
 Our Psalm response today sums up the truth for 
all people of all times: “Your words, Lord, are Spirit 
and Life.”  (Psalm 19).  This snapshot of this period 
of Israel’s history provided in today’s reading is a 
lens to help us understand what the New 
Evangelization is all about.  The faith of our time 
has been weakened, watered down.  We, too, have 
made many accommodations with the culture and 
customs of our time.  Thus, we are called by the 
Church to return to the Lord.  We are called by the 
Church to be renewed in our relationship with 
Christ and our knowledge of Scripture and the 
teachings of the faith. 
As the people gathered with Ezra, they listened to 
the Law of Moses.  We, too, in our day, are called to 
listen to the Word of God.  As the people listened to 
the Law of Moses, they wept, because they saw 
how their ways had strayed from the way of 
God.  They were saddened to see how far from God 
they had drifted.  We know from further reading of 
the Book of Nehemiah and the Book of Ezra that 
the people eventually confessed their sins, and 
returned to a life of fidelity to God; a life of prayer 
and worship that informed and directed all the 
other aspects of daily life. 
We, too, are called to allow the Word of God to 
penetrate our own hearts to reveal where we have 
strayed, individually and as a society, from the way 
of God.  The Letter to the Hebrews tells us that “the 
Word of God is living and effective, sharper than 
any two edged sword, penetrating even between 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to 
discern reflections and thoughts of the 
heart.”  (Hebrews 4:12)  
The initial result of such humble submission to 
God’s word is sadness, because it reveals our 
sins.  But if we follow the Word of God, we will be 
led through confession to the joy that is at the 
heart of God’s Word.  This is the joy mentioned by 
today’s psalmist: “Your words, Lord, are spirit and 
life.”  Another psalm, 119, says that the precepts of 
the Lord give joy to the heart.  God is calling us 
back to himself, for only in him do we find fullness 
of life. 
Jesus Christ is the Living Word of God.  He is the 
Light of all nations.  When we think of a prism, and 
a light shining through a prism, we know how the 
light brings about a brilliance of many colors when 
allowed to shine through the prism.  This is the 
image of Jesus as the Incarnate Word of God 
present in the world.  Just as he was a Light shining 
in the darkness of the world of his time, he is a 

Light for each and every age, for each and every 
culture and society.  He comes to our day and age 
to reveal all that is good within our society, but also 
to illuminate all that is dark and not of his Kingdom. 
Blessed Cardinal John Newman wisely recognized 
how slow people are to embrace the Light of Christ 
and the legitimate role of religion.  He said in a 
homily entitled Religion a Weariness to the Natural 
Man: “the literature of the day is weary of Revealed 
Religion.”  This is surely true of our time, people are 
weary of religion and the moral law of 
God.  Newman also wisely points out that for some 
strange reason, this is the natural inclination of the 
human spirit, as he quotes the beginning of John’s 
Gospel: “through him was life, and this life was the 
light of the human race; the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.”  (John 1: 4-5) “He came to what was his own, but 
his own people did not accept him.”  (John 1:11)  
The lesson is clear: we must allow the Light of 
Christ’s Word to penetrate our being.  Even though 
this Word brings joy to the heart, we must 
persevere in our cooperation with God’s grace to 
remain in the Lord.  Our day is in need of the Light 
of the Gospel, the Gospel of Life.  In this year may 
we spend more time with Christ, with Christ’s Word, 
and allow his Light to shine through us to be a 
source of renewal, not only for our Church, but for 
the society of our day. h t t p s : / /

www.archbishopetienne.com/your-words-lord-are-spirit-and-

life-psalm-19 

Peace 

and 

prayers, 

Jean, 

DRE 

Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 
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Knights Korner 
Fat Tuesday Raffle 
Maybe your favorite day before lent tradition is having Paczki. Maybe it's 
Mardi Gras festivities. Those celebrations may be supplanted by your new 
favorite tradition. Our raffle. Back by popular demand, we are back at it with 
some great prizes! See picture below! 
 
These �ckets will be sold by the fine gentleman below Mike Swillum a�er the February 

4th & 5th weekend Masses.  Mike is a shining example of what it means to be a Knight 

and makes this experience fun and flawless as well.   

Ready to join the Knights?  
For those men over the age of 18 interested in becoming a Knight, please contact: 
Grand Knight Chris Scheuer GK5436@mikofc.org  
Deputy Grand Knight Michael Mandziuk MD5436@mikofc.org  

Raffle 
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Parish School 



Prayer Requests 
FOR OUR SICK 
 Dottie Goy 
 Colleen Saxton 
 Suzette Zawifza  
   Paula Jean Cullison-Burke 
   Beverly Armstrong 
   Greta Ferguson 
   Ken Naski 
   Jill Rafferty 
   Alex Detassanyi 
   Anton Hummel 
   Wayne Johnson 
   Frank Risko 
   Shirley Tersigni 
   Kevin Tersigni 
   Barney Casetti 
   Michael Morey 
   Ann Brown 
To add someone to the prayer list 
please contact the parish office.  
 
FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, Air 

Force 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 

11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, 

Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 

8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 

7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 SPC Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 
   Max Kravetz, National Gaurd 

Stewardship Thoughts 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(January 22/23, 2022)  
Today, from the Book of Nehemiah 
and St. Luke’s Gospel, God’s Word is 
proclaimed to the people. Although 
the assembly in the Old Testament 
embraces Ezra’s declaration, Jesus’ 
profession that He is the anointed 
One does not go as well in His 
hometown. We can enhance our 
relationship with Christ by absorbing 
and reflecting on the readings 
proclaimed before the Eucharistic 
celebration at Mass, and by 
personally reading the Bible as 
several of our Holy Fathers have 
encouraged over the years. Read a 
few Scripture verses daily to allow     
the power of the Holy Spirit to open 
the meaning of the Word to you. 
Consider the Lectio Divina exercise 
of Scripture study to inspire you to 
evangelize—to spread the Good 
News—through your stewardship 
actions.  



Next Weekend January 29 & 30 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm Fr. Scott   Karen Romkema 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Bob   Jean Kempf 

Sunday, 9:30 am* Fr. Bob   Karen Romkema 

Sunday, 11:00 am* Fr. Scott   Phil Nickerson 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Scott   David Tardiff 

Altar Help 

January 27 Group 3:  Marilyn Golding, Jody McNeill 

February 3 Group 4:  Theresa Elliot, Patt Polidan, Courtney Blazevic 

                *9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live 

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
5481 Dixie Highway 

 Waterford, Michigan 48329 
(248) 623-0274 | Fax: (248) 623-2723 

ollonline.org | Social Media @ollwaterford 
 

Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 
Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 
  
Director of Christian Service ........................ Artha Horowitz 
Director of Music Ministry ..................................... Tim Smith 
Director of Faith Formation ............................Jean Hartman 
Youth Evangelization……………………...Michelle Konarzewski 
Bulletin Deadline ........................................... Mondays, Noon 
Bulletin Email ...................................... bulletin@ollonline.org 
Parish Email ................................. ParishOffice@ollonline.org 
Prayer Requests ....................... ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................. 5:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 
Monday through Friday .................................................. 8:15am 
 
Baptisms 
Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 
 
Choir Wednesday’s at 7:30pm 
 

Eucharistic Exposition  
3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary 
and Benediction at 7:00pm 
 
Faith Formation 
Ages 4/5 ........................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 
Mondays ................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 
Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 
RCIA ............................................................... Tuesday | 7:00pm 
 
Weddings 
Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. 
Couples must attend the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 
 
Registration 
Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 
Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email 
changes by phone or online at ollonline.org/update 
 
Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry ...... 1-888-722-4355 
National Domestic Violence Hotline .......... 1-800-799-7233 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 
5495 Dixie Highway 
Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 
admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 

Principal & Head of School ................... Jeanine Kenny 
Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 
Admissions Director ......................... Nichole Campbell 
 


