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THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT 
 
I wish everyone a blessed New Year. It seems odd to 
be writing “2023 is upon us” but it is here none-the-
less. Hopefully, our New Year will be a blessed one 
of great joy and our country will experience a great 
renewal of faith and joy in Christ. This year will be 
special for us here at Lakes as we will be celebrating 
our 75th year of existence. This is a special diamond 
anniversary as we can now say we have been pro-
claiming Christ for 75 years! It is an amazing feat and 
we will be celebrating our community throughout the 
year. So, Happy New Year and may God Bless us 
abundantly.  
 
Thanks are in order for the many people who worked 
so hard to make this Christmas season an enjoyable 
and prayerful event. Thank you to the folks who 
worked so hard at decorating our Church. We should 
all agree the Church looks very beautiful and fitting 
for Almighty God. Thanks as well to our maintenance 
personnel for working so diligently during this time. 
Without their extra effort we would not be able to 
move so easily around our parking lots and grounds. 
They also did a fantastic job by assisting with the 
decorations for the Church.   Finally, I want to thank 
Martin Zaporski, our music director, Jenna Fuller and 
the choir. All of you helped make the Holy Day very 
special and the music was tremendous. In fact, the 
music throughout the Christmas season has been 
wonderful indeed. In short, I wish to thank any and 
everyone who did anything to make our Church look 
so special during the Christmas season; the parish 
family is most grateful for your effort. 
 
Today, we celebrate the end of the octave of Christ-
mas and the feast of Mary, the Mother of God. This 
celebration leads us into the New Year every year and 
encourages us to dedicate our lives to service by 
thanking the Mother of God for her terrific example 
of faith. This is a good feast for everyone to celebrate 
particularly at this moment in time.  Undoubtedly, the 
New Year will bring many different things for all of 
us. These changes are easier to endure with the assis-
tance with Mary, the Mother of God to guide us. 
 
I extend my grateful thanks to everyone who sent 
along a greeting or gift to me during the Christmas 
season. I am overwhelmed by your love, support and 
kindness. Thank you for thinking of me and keeping 
me in your prayers. I am ever so grateful to have this 
opportunity to be your Pastor and servant. Thank you 
once again for all the many gifts, cards and prayers. 
God Bless and Happy New Year! 
Fr. Scott 

Thought for the week: Pray for us O Holy Mother of 
God; that we may made be made worthy of the prom-
ises of Christ! 
 

 
 
 

The new year begins! May yours be blessed with 
peace, health, and an ever-deepening relationship 
with God! This new beginning offers an opportunity 
for us to stop and think about the passing of time. 
Specifically, we should give serious thought to how 
we spend the time each of us has been given. An 
event like New Year’s Day brings into focus the flow 
of life that takes us from beginning to end of the year. 
This straight-line movement of history is a distinct 
feature of our Judeo-Christian understanding of hu-
man existence. We don’t think in circles, like some 
Eastern religions. Our days move from morning to 
night. The years pass through the seasons from Janu-
ary to December. And so, our lives proceed from 
birth to death . . . then into eternity – to an end of 
time, as we now know it. 
 
But while we are here on planet earth, we move from 
event to event, on a unique journey toward our end. 
The way we choose to live our lives has a profound 
effect on how the journey goes. Does it flow nicely? 
Does it drift and wander? How about getting stuck in 
one place? Going backward?! Heaven forbid! The 
good Lord wants us to progress steadily toward him – 
not away! Ensuring progress on the “narrow path” to 
heaven calls for attention and effort on our part each 
day. 
 
Think about the efforts we make to grow during the 
various stages of our lives. As little crumb-crunchers 
growing from infancy into childhood, everything is 
utterly and completely new! The demands are daunt-
ing. Learning to crawl, and walk, and speak, and 
grow, we are consumed by these new experiences. 
Every day and every effort is like discovering a new 
universe. We learn to become masters of abilities we 
never knew we had. We start to relate to people and 
establish relationships. We find out that certain peo-
ple treat us in particular ways. We figure out how to 
either depend on them or not to satisfy our needs and 
desires. These early stages of life are exhilarating. 
We see the excitement that children have as they 
grow, and we are delighted to share in their energetic 
thirst for life. 
 
In the early years of life, we are also introduced to 
matters of faith. We learn to pray because we are told 
that there is something beyond our natural human ex-
perience. There is someone called God, who made us 
and cares for us. And when 
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things happen in our lives that we cannot figure 
out, we can go to God to ask for help in dealing 
with these various things. We also thank God for 
the good things that happen to us, and we ask God 
to take care of the people we love a lot. As little 
ones, everything being new, we say, “Well, okay. 
If you say so.” Then, we pray to God and trust that 
he will do what we ask. We go to church and do 
what we learned about God and religion. We even 
find that this relationship with God makes things 
better – not perfect – but better. So, faith becomes 
one of those new “universes” that we master as we 
grow. Faith and spirituality is like walking, and 
talking, and working, and everything else. It’s part 
of a day in the life of a human. 
 
But, treating our spirituality as just another thing 
is a problem. Our human development falters – 
and time stops. We lose touch with reality. We 
become blind to the fact that the trajectory, the 
path, of human development is from birth, to 
drooling, to walking and talking, to ultimately be-
coming divine. As we move deeper into our spirit-
uality, the worldliness that so consumed us in the 
past, now has to be left behind,. We must become 
consumed with the divine nature that God wants 
to give us. To do this, we must put off the human 
nature that we have been working so hard on to 
perfect. Our childish learning has served its pur-
pose. But, childhood has to be abandoned for di-
vinity to be our full-time job. St. Paul speaks of 
mature Christians growing away from a spiritual 
diet consisting of only milk and eating the solid 
food of faith is Christ Jesus. As a baby, being con-
sumed with learning to walk made sense. As adult 
Christians, our energies must be devoted to the 
divine.  
 
If we get too hung-up thinking, and living, as if 
our spiritual development is just a part of a 
“normal” day in the life of a human, we are miss-
ing the boat. We have disrupted time. We get 
“stuck,” in a most profound sense. In order to keep 
moving, we need to understand that, overall, we 
are moving from natural life to supernatural life. 
Our “normal” human existence will be swallowed 
up in the divinity of Christ. True, we won’t lose 
our bodies, but they will be glorified as Jesus’ 
was. This transition happens even now – daily – in 
the life of a Christian. Time waits for no one. It is 
important how we use it. 
Blessed New Year! 
Fr. Bob 

       
Merry Christmas and Happy New year! 
  

I have spent much time with Mary these last few 
weeks as we have taught Mary to the OCIA gath-
ering and in our Sunday Family gathering and 
what became crystal clear to me is that I have let 
my relationship with Mary slip. That revelation 
saddened me and made me refocus. I sat for a 
while and spent time remembering when my rela-
tionship with Mary first began to grow and that 
was when I worked at St. Isaac Jogues Parish 
when I was asked to care for the Marian candles. 
That “job” was at first a duty to be performed; 
twice a week I would clean the glassware and fill 
the votive glass with new candles but that “task” 
soon became conversation time and prayer with 
Mary. I began to read about her and rely upon her 
example as a mother. As our relationship grew my 
heart was drawn to her peacefulness and I knew 
that I needed to incorporate that into my daily life. 
Since everything about Mary draws us to her Son, 
I began to sit in peaceful contemplation of her Son 
and rest in the calming nature of their love and 
gentleness. 
  

Over the years however, I see now that my rela-
tionship with Mary has dimmed. Perhaps that is 
because I am no longer “an active mother” and by 
that I mean that my kids are now adults and living 
on their own so that mothering nature for me isn’t 
as prevalent in my life. Today, as I write this re-
flection, I rededicate myself to reconnecting with 
Mary. I am sure you can relate as I do believe we 
all have relationships that ebb and flow in and out 
of our lives and we discover that work needs to be 
done to breathe life back into it. Well, here I am, 
breathing life back into my relationship with 
Mary. I will begin my practice of sitting with her 
in conversation and prayer. I will remind myself to 
bring her gentle peacefulness into my daily habits 
and through that my relationship with her Son will 
grow. 
  

Thank you, Mary for your constant example of 
love and faith… 

 

  

                                

                               Jean, DRE 

Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 
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This Week’s Liturgies  
MONDAY, JANUARY 2 
8:15 AM       Jerry Patrick Lasinski by Patricia Lasinski 

                     ♱Jerry Stanley Lasinski by Patricia Lasinski 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 
8:15 AM       ♱Roy Michels by Family 

                     ♱Carol Michels by Family 

                                          

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 
8:15 AM       ♱Millie Robak 

                     ♱Roger Landry by Rose 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5 

8:15 AM       Allie Hathaway by Mom & Dad 

                Jerry Patrick Lasinski by Patricia Lasinski 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 
8:15 AM       Jerry Patrick Lasinski by Patricia Lasinski 

                     ♱Michael Marek by Karen & Mike Meno  

 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 
5:00 PM        Andrew Macuga by Mary Mumper  

                      Micheal Fincannon by Mary Mumper 

                      
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
8:00 AM       ♱Maria Bliss by Cathy & David Robertson  

                     ♱Delores Cromwell by Cathy & David Robertson 

9:30 AM       ♱Garry Pokley by Sue Pokley 

                     ♱David Wilder by Anonymous 
11:00 AM     Parish Family of OLL 

                     ♱Beverly Armstrong by friends 

12:30 PM      Jerry Patrick Lasinski by Patricia Lasinski 

                     ♱Michael Patrick Snook by Tina 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
JANUARY 1, 2023 
 
Sunday 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5,6,8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
 
Monday  
Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazian-
zen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church  
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28 
 
Tuesday  
1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Ps 98:1, 3CD-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34  
 
Wednesday  
Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42 

 
Thursday  
Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51 
 
Friday  
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147: 12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11 

 
Saturday  
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 & 6a & 9b; Jn 2:1-11  
 
Sunday  
The Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60:1-6 ; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 
2:1-12 
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Our Parish Life Together 

The generosity of the members of 
Our Lady of the Lakes is astound-
ing.  The Advent giving tree dona-
tions filled our altar space.  In addi-
tion to what is pictured, a substan-
tial number of the gifts given were 
gift cards taken directly to the of-
fice.  St. Aloysius Parish Neighbor-
hood Services, Mother and Unborn 
Baby Care, Wee Care Newborn 
Help Center and the Waterford 
Goodfellows that were our causes 
this year have asked that their heart-
felt gratitude be passed along to 
you.  As pro-life believers the dona-
tions made by our congregation help 
to support new mothers in our com-
munity who find themselves strug-

gling to make ends meet.  Donations to the giving tree also assist our neighbors in need who find themselves in dire 
circumstances.  The Goodfellow organization used the gift cards to help buy toys and food for children in Water-
ford.  All of these situations necessitate that we look for creative ways to help others in the surrounding area and 
although it wasn’t all toys for the children the contributions given help us to carry out the Corporal Works of Mercy.  
Thank you again for your abundant giving and may you all have a blessed new year.  

THANKS A MILLION!!!! 

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO THE ADVENT GIVING TREE HELPERS 
I would like to send out a special thank you to all of those who spent time sorting and delivering 
all of the donated items.  Getting everything where it needed to go would not have been possi-

ble without all of the hard work of these awesome volunteers.  Thank you again! 
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KNIGHT’S KORNER 

To help families live out the joy of Christ, Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori has composed a prayer 
through which families will come together to consecrate themselves under the protection of the Holy Family. 
In this prayer, we ask for the aid or intercession of the perfect son Jesus Christ, Mary the perfect mother, and 

Joseph who is a model for every father. Through this consecration, each participant is consciously choosing to 
be a beacon of God’s love through His Church. Please join us in praying this special consecration at 

your family gatherings this year.  

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for the numerous turkeys 
donated by the very generous members of our parish. The turkeys that 
were collected were taken to Holy Redeemer in Detroit. Through your 
heartfelt giving many families were able to enjoy Thanksgiving. Thank 
you again for your support for this outreach program. 

Pies a plenty!! A special thank you to all of you who donated either the full size 
pies which were sent to Holy Redeemer in Detroit or the mini pies which were sent 
to Manna Soup Kitchen to be given out to the homeless population in Detroit. Your 
kindness is greatly appreciated by the recipients as well as the agencies who support 
our neighbors in need. Thank you again for your help in with this ministry. 
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Parish School 



Prayer Requests 

FOR OUR SICK 
   Darlyne Seyerson 

   Katie Larsen 

   Ruth Sutter 

   Francine Bailey 

   Frank Tenuta 

   Sunny Sky 

   Peg Calkins  

   Brandon Banchiu 

   Sherry Reilly 

   Cathy McGowan 

   Ed Deaton 

   Mason (Cheryl Lang’s great nephew) 

   Nicolas Mersino  

   Margy Campbell 

   MaryBeth Ritter 

   Bill Turnbull 

   Lynn Turnbull 

   Shirley Tersigni  

   Kevin Tersigni 

   Jerry Polidan 

 
   To add someone to the prayer list please contact the 

parish office.  
 

FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, A F 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 SGT. Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 
   Max Kravetz, National Guard 
   SR. Samantha Sharpe, Navy 
   SPC Vito Salvaggio, National 
 Guard 
    Max Foster Staff Sergeant GT 
   1LT Lawrence Jasinski III
 National Guard Army  
 

 
To update an individual’s rank  

or to add someone to the list,  please contact us at 
the parish office.  

 
We invite all to join us 
 each Wednesday at 

 6:30pm for a Rosary with our  
Blessed Mother. 

 
We  will be Outside weather  
permitting or In the Chapel 

 
Get Rosary How to’s and more at: 

ollonline.org/rosary 

Welcome New Parishioners 

Brandon & Kaitlin Weston & Family 
 Gino & Jan Apolloni  

Kathleen Marie Jones & Family  

Last year, as a Family of Parishes, we 
were gifted by one family all that 
FORMED has to offer. This year we are 
able to keep our subscription going thanks 
to the generosity of our Knights 
of Columbus, a private donation 
through Lakes and donations from St. 
Anne, St. Daniel and Our Lady of the 
Lakes. We pray that you will continue to 
take advantage of this gift of all Catholic 
content for your families.  



Next Weekend January 7 & 8 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm  
Fr. Bob 
 

M. Gillette  
L. Romkema 
A. Voto 

Ann Mauro-Vetter Karen Romkema 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Scott 
N. Asai 
E. Asai 
A. Asai 

Cathy Robertson Jean Kempf 

Sunday, 9:30 am Fr. Scott 
M. Downing 
W. Stanbury 
G. Drouin 

Brad Hasenfratz 
Paul & Sandra 
Cloutier 

Sunday, 11:00 am Fr. Bob 
B. Schneider 
D. Schneider 
D. Schneider 

Ben Schneider John & Evelyn Clark 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Bob 
A. Melicor 
J. Macalino 
G. Klaver 

David Tardiff David Tardiff 

                    *9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live  

Altar Help 

December 22          Group 5:  Pat Hannum, Josie Slupek, Suzanne Navarre, Lauren Erdman 

December 29          Group 1: Felice Schneemann, Annette Kobylarz, Caron Rolinski 
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Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 

Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 

Mission Support Director FOP….Maureen Burton 
Director of Christian Service                       Artha Horowitz 

Director of Music Ministry                          Martin Zaporski 

Director of Faith Formation                        Jean Hartman 

Youth Evangelization                                   Michelle Konarzewski 

Bulletin Deadline ...................................................................... Fridays, Noon 

Bulletin Email ..............................................................bulletin@ollonline.org 

Parish Email ........................................................ ParishOffice@ollonline.org 

Prayer Requests ................................................. ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 

Saturday Vigil ...................................................................................... 5:00pm 

Sunday .................................................... 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 

Monday through Friday .........................................................................8:15am 

 

Baptisms 

Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 

Contact the parish office for more information. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 

Eucharistic Exposition  

 

3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary and Benediction at 

7:00pm Please sign up @  Tinyurl.com/Adoration3 

 

 

 

 

Choir Wednesday’s at 7:15pm 

 

Faith Formation 

Ages 4/5 ................................................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 

Mondays .......................................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 

Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 

RCIA ..................................................................................... Sundays | 9:30am 

 

Weddings 

Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. Couples must attend 

the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 

 

Registration 

Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 

Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email changes by phone or 

online at ollonline.org/update 

 

Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry ............................... 1-888-722-4355 

 

National Domestic Violence Hotline .................................... 1-800-799-7233 

 
PARISH SCHOOL 

5495 Dixie Highway 

Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 

admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 

Principal & Head of School ....................................... Jeanine Kenny 

Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 

Admissions Director ..............................................Nichole Campbell 

 

mailto:contact@ollonline.org

