
THOUGHTS FROM FR. SCOTT 
 

Today, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany; 
commonly referred to as the feast of the Three 
Kings or “little Christmas.” In fact, our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters from the East often cel-
ebrate this feast as we celebrate Christmas day 
in the West. The true meaning of Christmas may 
be found in this particular feast day because it is 
the manifestation of Christ in the flesh; the mak-
ing known of the Christ child to the world. Ob-
viously, we celebrate this day with great joy and 
wonder. It is a time for us to contemplate the 
true meaning of this grace-filled season. Wise 
men from a great distance came with eager an-
ticipation to see something many people longed 
to see. This great gift is something we can readi-
ly seek and find in our daily lives during our 
Eucharistic celebrations. So, let us be grateful 
and awestruck at the great gift of God given to 
our world. 
 
Monday we will celebrate the great event of the 
Baptism of the Lord. This celebration marks the 
end of the Christmas season. The Baptism of the 
Lord is an awakening for all of us as we realize 
the Messiah. We, the people of God, recall this 
feast to be reminded Jesus’ earthly ministry and 
mission. The Baptism of Jesus is the official 
notification by our Heavenly Father that Jesus is 
indeed His son in whom He is well pleased. 
Therefore, Jesus has the right to work on behalf 
of the Father for the salvation of all mankind. 
 
This Baptism is important for us because it al-
lows us to understand what happened at our own 
baptism. Our baptisms are more than an occa-
sion for a family get together or a party. Indeed, 
any baptism is a “claiming of a soul” and a call 
to live for Jesus in service to our brothers and 
sisters. By virtue of our baptism we are wel-
comed into the loving arms of the Father and 
sent to do His work in the world. This means we 
have much to accomplish once we receive and 
accept the mission to go forth. This is what hap-
pened to Jesus and it is passed on to us as His 
servants in the world. Hence, we ought to work 
and pray diligently for the second coming of 

Christ in time by helping one another prepare 
for the life to come. 
 
These two great feasts speak to us of our mis-
sion in Christ. We are called to make Christ 
known in the world, as were the wise men, shep-
herds and angels. Our very actions and lives 
should speak eloquently about the Love of God. 
We should ask ourselves then: would people 
know who and what we are by simply watching 
us? Our daily lives are a reflection of our calling 
in Christ. If our lives are only this in part, and 
not completely, then we should waste no time in 
changing those ways or thoughts that keep us 
from complete surrender to God and His call.   
 
It is fitting for us to individually reflect upon the 
Baptism of the Lord and realize our personal 
call or invitation to serve. We are all called to 
serve in one way or another and we all have a 
unique vocation to follow. We simply need to 
recognize what our particular vocation is and 
live it to the full. So, take some time this week 
to reflect upon your vocation and ask the Lord’s 
help to fulfill it joyfully.    
 
Hopefully 2023 will be a blessed year of great 
joy and our country will experience a great re-
newal of faith and joy in Christ. I am grateful to 
everyone who sent along a greeting or gift to me 
during Christmas. I am overwhelmed by your 
love, support and kindness. Thank you for think-
ing of me and keeping me in your prayers. I am 
ever so grateful to have this opportunity to be 
your Pastor and servant. Thank you once again 
for all the many gifts, cards and great wishes. 
 
Finally, I express my deep gratitude to all of you 
for the generous outpouring of support and pray-
ers at the death of mom. Your gracious words, 
condolences, prayers and Masses for my mom 
and my family are overwhelming. I am so very 
grateful and thankful for all of it and most espe-
cially for the communal response my family 
received from Lakes. I have no idea how I will 
be able to respond to everyone and still get work 
done, but I will try. For now, please accept my 
very grateful appreciation to all of you. My  
 

Continued on page 2 
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 In time, human society recognized the truth of how 
men and women come together to form families. As 
human communities began to establish laws, they saw 
an advantage to recognizing marriage in a legal sense. 
But marriage, at its core, is not subject to redefinition 
by humans. What legislatures are doing now is illogi-
cal and irrational. And it hurts the integrity families. 
 
Many other issues undermine family life as well. Pov-
erty, corporate greed, lack of good education, inacces-
sible health care, and other big concerns. But, personal 
lifestyles also tear away at families from within. We 
continue to live in a society that says, “If it feels good, 
do it.” And we do. Rampant pornography and addictive 
substance abuse leads to unrestricted sexual activity, 
violence, unwanted babies, abortion, self-harm, and 
harm of others. Every step of the way, somebody in the 
family is paying a painful price. 
 
So, how do we respond? None of us wants to hear the 
priest talk about this stuff . . . including me. We don’t 
want to hear it because all of us, at some level, need to 
respond in a way that will not “feel good.” There is 
something in our lives that hurts the fabric of our soci-
ety, which makes it harder for families to be families, 
in the best sense of the word. Those little (or not so 
little) acts of selfishness that we desperately cling to, 
weaken the glue that holds families together. Like it or 
not, what we do, or don’t do, affects those around us in 
ways that we often do not perceive – for better or 
worse. We should want better. But it takes sacrifice. 
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus knew all about sacrifice. Cer-
tainly, they must have shared many great times togeth-
er as a family, but it had to be a tough life. Aside from 
the usual worries about just making ends meet, there 
were death threats, travel to strange lands, probably 
endless rumors, raising a child that keeps boggling 
your mind, then watching him be rejected and mur-
dered. Through it all, this family kept listening to God 
and doing the best they could. They were a family in 
the finest sense. 
 
We live in a world with its own extraordinary chal-
lenges to family life. It is hard to keep a family togeth-
er – and none of our families are perfect – but they are 
worth fighting for. The Evil One’s plan is for us to give 
in to battle fatigue, to give up, and go with the flow. 
Don’t do it. The better plan is to pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread.” The bread God gives us is more 
than grain. He also gives us himself, in the Eucharist, 
and in the Holy Spirit. He will sustain us – a day at a 
time – an hour at a time. We are his family. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Fr. Bob 

mom was the absolute best and I am a much better per-
son for having her as my mother. I am grateful to God 
for her and I will miss her greatly; in fact, I already do. 
So, thank you for all of your support and prayers. Eter-
nal rest grant unto her O Lord and let the Perpetual 
Light shine her. May she rest in peace now and forev-
er! Again, thank you all and may God bless you all for 
everything. 
 

God Bless and have a great week! 
Fr. Scott 
 

Thought for the week: They sought Him from afar by 
the light of a mysterious star. We have a golden oppor-
tunity to seek Him daily, intimately and without reser-
vation!  

Thanks, again, to the whole Laker Parish and School 
community for your kindness and generosity to me 
during this Christmas season – and throughout the en-
tire year that has just passed us by! Your many gra-
cious words and thoughtful gifts have been a true 
blessing and encouragement to me. Thank you, partic-
ularly, for your prayers. Priests, especially with me as a 
rookie, need your intercession for us to serve God as 
he wills. We are on this Faith journey together, and as 
we pray for you, your prayers for us are vitally im-
portant. 
 
As we celebrated the Feast of the Holy Family just 
over a week ago, the importance of the family struck 
me anew. We have heard it, time and again, that strong 
families are necessary for a healthy and happy society. 
We also hear about the relentless attacks that family 
life endures in our present day. The attacks are real. 
There is a host of serious issues which the global com-
munity is promoting that break down family life as 
God intends it to be. In fact, nearly all of the social and 
political fights that rage on in our world have an effect 
on the family structure. 
 
An obvious assault on traditional family life is the civil 
redefinition of marriage. Human legislators have no 
authority to do this. Marriage is not, fundamentally, a 
civil, or legal, institution. Marriage was instituted by 
God, and declared sacramental by Jesus Christ, be-
cause it arises out of the reality of how human beings 
are created by God. The Church’s Code of Canon Law 
describes it in these terms: “The matrimonial covenant, 
by which a man and a woman establish between them-
selves a partnership of the whole of life and which is 
ordered by its nature to the good of the spouses and the 
procreation and education of offspring, has been raised 
by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament be-
tween the baptized (CIC 1055).”  

VOILAND’S VIEW  
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This Week’s Liturgies  
MONDAY, JANUARY 9 
8:15 AM      ♱Teresa & James McEnrue by Mary Kay 

                     ♱Carmeline Healy by The Zink Family 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 
8:15 AM      ♱Dorothy Rodzik by Tedd Rodzik 

                     ♱Paul Martell by Karen Romkema 

                                          

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 
8:15 AM      ♱Ed Robak by Kevin & Patty Robak  

                     ♱Maria by Tina 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12 

8:15 AM      ♱Kelly Scheuer by Mom & Dad

                ♱Amanda Stonehouse by the Tenuta Family 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 
8:15 AM       Increase in Vocations to the Priesthood  

                     ♱Magdeline by Tina 

 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 
5:00 PM       ♱Anton by Tina 

                     ♱James J. Bagley Sr. by The Bagley Family 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 
8:00 AM      ♱ Dc'd Mbrs. of Connarn & Mazzaro Families  

                     ♱Dc'd Mbrs.of the Alt & Moore Families by Fred Alt  

9:30 AM      ♱Bill Martell by Family 

                     ♱Carmeline Healy by the Zink Family 

11:00 AM    ♱Michael by Tina 

                     ♱Jerry Patrick Lasinski by Patricia Lasinkski 

12:30 PM     Parish Family of OLL 

                     ♱Robin & Paul Kowalczyk by Carm Smolinski  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
JANUARY 8, 2022 
 

Sunday 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60:1-6 ; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; 
Mt 2:1-12 

 
Monday  
The Baptism of the Lord  
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; 
Mt 3:13-17 

 
Tuesday  
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:21-28 

 
Wednesday  
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:29-39  
 
Thursday  
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45  
 
Friday  
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 & 4bc, 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-12  
 
Saturday  
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17  
 
Sunday  
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 
1:29-34 
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Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 
With the holidays, there seems to be much talk of family traditions. One tradition that we had in our household is that 
on Christmas Day, the three Kings in our Nativity would begin their journey through our house and arrive, with their 
gifts, on the feast of Epiphany to the Nativity. In some cultures, gifts are exchanged on the Feast of the Epiphany rather 
than on Christmas. Regardless of when you exchanged gifts, today is a great day to stop and reflect on the gifts you 
received; which gift was your favorite and what made it so special? Perhaps today you can take a few moments and 
offer up a special prayer for all the people that gave you a gift this Christmas season. Do you know why people gifted 
you with the gifts they did and what significance they may have? 

Today we hear of the gifts Jesus was presented with by the Magi but what do they signify? When the Magi gave the 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, they were identifying Jesus as our Savior and in acknowledgement of His royal-
ty, divinity and humanity.  Gold was presented to indicate Jesus as King. Frankincense was a gift that was offered to a 
priest and myrrh, an oil used for burial, was given to one that would die. I also came across this commentary of the gifts 
by Pope St. Gregory  “Pope St. Gregory the Great says in his Homilies on the Gospels (10) that the three items repre-
sent gifts that we are to present to God in our daily lives: gold is Christ’s wisdom, which is to shine in our lives; frank-
incense is the prayer and adoration we are to give Him (see Rev. 8:3-4); and myrrh is our daily self-sacrifices to the 
Lord (see Matt. 39; Rom. 12:1).”  https://www.catholic.com/qa/why-gold-frankincense-and-myrrh-as-gifts 

 
 

How can we observe this feast day? Perhaps you would want to do a house blessing. You can go to www.usccb.org and 
search “Epiphany” for the prayers to bless each room and door into your home. Other ideas include having the Three 
Kings travel through your home to the Nativity.  Bake and eat a King’s Cake or perhaps share a special gift with your 
family or friend. As I am writing this article, I ask myself, ‘how far am I willing to travel for Jesus?’ Am I willing to 
travel to church one time during the week for Mass or quiet time before the Tabernacle? Am I willing to travel to a lo-
cal charity to offer support? What gifts do I offer to Jesus? Thank you to all of you that share in the gift of our parish 
community; I lift a prayer of Thanksgiving to God for all you. 

                                                                                      

                                                                                                            Jean, DRE 
Questions directed to Jean Kempf at 
9225 

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO THE ADVENT GIVING TREE HELPERS 
Special thank you to all of those who spent time sorting and delivering all of the donated items.  
Getting everything where it needed to go would not have been possible without all of the hard 

work of these awesome volunteers.  Thank you again! 

https://www.catholic.com/qa/why-gold-frankincense-and-myrrh-as-gifts
http://www.usccb.org
mailto:kempfjean87@gmail.com
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Our Parish Life Together 

 
We invite all to join us 
 each Wednesday at 

 6:30pm for a Rosary with our  
Blessed Mother. 

 
We  will be in the Chapel 

 
Get Rosary How to’s and more at: 

ollonline.org/rosary 

The generosity of the members of Our 
Lady of the Lakes is astounding.  The 
Advent giving tree donations filled our 
altar space.  In addition to what is pic-
tured, a substantial number of the gifts 
given were gift cards taken directly to 
the office.  St. Aloysius Parish Neigh-
borhood Services, Mother and Unborn 
Baby Care, Wee Care Newborn Help 
Center and the Waterford Goodfel-
lows that were our causes this year 
have asked that their heartfelt grati-
tude be passed along to you.  As pro-
life believers the donations made by 
our congregation help to support new 
mothers in our community who find 
themselves struggling to make ends 
meet.  Donations to the giving tree 
also assist our neighbors in need who 

find themselves in dire circumstances.  The Goodfellow organization used the gift cards to help buy toys and food for 
children in Waterford.  All of these situations necessitate that we look for creative ways to help others in the surround-
ing area and although it wasn’t all toys for the children the contributions given help us to carry out the Corporal Works 
of Mercy.  Thank you again for your abundant giving and may you all have a blessed new year.  

THANKS A MILLION!!!! 

Thank you for the nu-
merous turkeys donat-
ed by the very gener-
ous members of our 
parish. The turkeys 
that were collected 
were taken to Holy 
Redeemer in Detroit. Through your heartfelt 
giving many families were able to enjoy 
Thanksgiving. Thank you again for your 
support for this outreach program. 

Pies a plenty!! A special thank you to all of 
you who donated either the full size pies 
which were sent to Holy Redeemer in Detroit 
or the mini pies which were sent to Manna 
Soup Kitchen to be given out to the homeless 
population in Detroit. Your kindness is great-

ly appreciated by the re-
cipients as well as the 
agencies who support our 
neighbors in need. Thank 
you again for your help 
in with this ministry. 
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MISSION & MINISTRY 

High School Youth Group  
Open to all teens grades 9-12 
• The 2023 Rise Conference is open for signups now through January! Join the 

HS Flocknote to learn more. 
 
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) 
Ages 21-35 years old: 
• 1/12/23: ‘Spirits’ and Life with Priests @ 7:00 pm. This event is for all adults 

21+. Come ready with any questions for the priests! Our young adult group will 
have their own table. 

• 1/21/23: Ski day at Pine Knob @ 10:00 am. You can meet at any point during 
the day. Bring your own skis or snowboard! 

 
 
Contact michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org with any q’s on our youth or YAM 
ministries. 

KNIGHT’S KORNER 

Upcoming Events: 

 For our MS/ HS groups, scan the QR code to join Flocknote, our safe mes-
saging system that allows Michelle to communicate back and forth with 
parents efficiently without everyone being in a group chat. Also attached is 
the YAM QR code to join our GroupMe.  

Middle School 

Highschool 

YAM 

Join us for a delicious breakfast next 
Sunday, January 15th, in St. Jo-
seph's Hall following the 8, 9:30, 
and 11 am masses. The KofC will 

serve scrambled eggs, sausage links, 
bacon, hash browns, french toast, 
pancakes, baked omelet cups, fruit 
salad, and more! All proceeds sup-
port vocations and seminarians at 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary and 

others around the country.  
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Parish School 



Prayer Requests 

FOR OUR SICK 
   Darlyne Seyerson 

   Katie Larsen 

   Ruth Sutter 

   Francine Bailey 

   Frank Tenuta 

   Sunny Sky 

   Peg Calkins  

   Brandon Banchiu 

   Sherry Reilly 

   Cathy McGowan 

   Ed Deaton 

   Mason (Cheryl Lang’s great nephew) 

   Nicolas Mersino  

   Margy Campbell 

   MaryBeth Ritter 

   Bill Turnbull 

   Lynn Turnbull 

   Shirley Tersigni  

   Kevin Tersigni 

   Jerry Polidan 

   Tim Wolowiec 

 
   To add someone to the prayer list please contact the 

parish office.  
 

FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, A F 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 SGT. Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 
   Max Kravetz, National Guard 
   SR. Samantha Sharpe, Navy 
   SPC Vito Salvaggio, National 
 Guard 
    Max Foster Staff Sergeant GT 
   1LT Lawrence Jasinski III
 National Guard Army  
 

 
To update an individual’s rank  

or to add someone to the list,  please contact us at 
the parish office.  

Bann II: Mary Williams & Jeffrey Roselli  

You are a child of God, you are wonderfully made,  

dearly loved and precious in His sight. 

-Psalm 139 

Welcome to our Christian Family! 
Jack James Ciennik 
Penelope Mae Grix 
Edward James Dean 
Luca Isaiah Eagle 

Eleanor Mae Carley 



Next Weekend January 14 & 15 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm  
Fr. Scott  
 

Z. Campbell 
S. McCarthy 
V. Mirjah 

Jennifer Reimer Bernadette Tomko 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Bob 
T. Mcgee 
M. Gallmeyer 
B. Chesnut 

Tom Scholler Mark Blaszkiewicz 

Sunday, 9:30 am* Fr. Bob 
R. Allen 
K. Webster 
E. Luther 

Scott Spicuzzi Jim Bruso 

Sunday, 11:00 am* Fr. Scott 

R. Bonnivier 
M. Mullet 
B. Jiddou 
 

Phil Nickerson Brad Hasenfratz 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Scott 
J. Soliman 
M. Schlaud 
J. Schlaud 

George Vince Diane Lowry 

                       *9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live  

Altar Help 

December 22          Group 5:  Pat Hannum, Josie Slupek, Suzanne Navarre, Lauren Erdman 

December 29          Group 1: Felice Schneemann, Annette Kobylarz, Caron Rolinski 

    Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
 

5481 Dixie Highway 

 Waterford, Michigan 48329 

(248) 623-0274 | Fax: (248) 623-2723 

ollonline.org | Social Media @ollwaterford 

Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 

Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 

Mission Support Director FOP….Maureen Burton 
Director of Christian Service                       Artha Horowitz 

Director of Music Ministry                          Martin Zaporski 

Director of Faith Formation ..................................................... Jean Hartman 

Youth Evangelization……………………...Michelle Konarzewski 

Bulletin Deadline ...................................................................... Fridays, Noon 

Bulletin Email ..............................................................bulletin@ollonline.org 

Parish Email ........................................................ ParishOffice@ollonline.org 

Prayer Requests ................................................. ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 

Saturday Vigil ...................................................................................... 5:00pm 

Sunday .................................................... 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 

Monday through Friday .........................................................................8:15am 

 

Baptisms 

Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 

Contact the parish office for more information. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 

Eucharistic Exposition  

 

3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary and Benediction at 

7:00pm Please sign up @  Tinyurl.com/Adoration3 

 

 

 

 

Choir Wednesday’s at 7:15pm 

 

Faith Formation 

Ages 4/5 ................................................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 

Mondays .......................................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 

Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 

RCIA ..................................................................................... Sundays | 9:30am 

 

Weddings 

Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. Couples must attend 

the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 

 

Registration 

Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 

Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email changes by phone or 

online at ollonline.org/update 

 

Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry ............................... 1-888-722-4355 

 

National Domestic Violence Hotline .................................... 1-800-799-7233 

 
PARISH SCHOOL 

5495 Dixie Highway 

Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 

admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 

Principal & Head of School ....................................... Jeanine Kenny 

Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 

Admissions Director ..............................................Nichole Campbell 

 

mailto:contact@ollonline.org

