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“Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” This 
theme is given to us for our annual celebra-
tion of Catholic Schools Week. Hopefully, every-
one will join in prayer for all involved in Cath-
olic education. Our prayers keep us connect-
ed with those who work in Catholic schools 
and the many young people who benefit from 
their wealth of knowledge and faith.   

Catholic schools are so very wonderful be-
cause of the opportunity we have to turn eve-
ryday events into moments of Grace for our 
students. I attended Catholic schools for 17 of 
my 21 years of my formal education. I am for-
tunate to have had this opportunity and bene-
fit from it daily. Our Catholic school at Our 
Lady of the Lakes is a tremendous benefit to 
our children in many ways. Here, we integrate 
faith and knowledge teaching young people 
about their lives in Christ.  Our dedicated and 
faithful faculty members provide many oppor-
tunities for Grace to abound while teaching 
the basics in profound ways. 
 
Our student body is a faith-filled group of 
young people containing a definite thirst for 
God and knowledge deep within their hearts. 
They are to be commended as extraordinary 
young people with a passion for Jesus Christ. 
Our students, past and present, are a tremen-
dous compliment to us. They use the educa-
tional foundation received here and represent 
us well in their endeavors. This attitude is part 
of what makes Catholic schools so great. We 
have the ability to charitably teach discipline 
and hope in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. It brings me great joy and sat-
isfaction to be the Pastor of our parish and 
our K – 12 Catholic School. Our children are a 
great gift from God and I am simply honored 
to play a part in their formation. This is yet 
another benefit of a Catholic education. 
 
At Our Lady of the Lakes we are not interest-
ed in simply providing an alternative to the 
public school system. We fulfill a ministry by 
serving God while providing a profound edu-
cational experience helping our students to 
become joyful missionary disciples. After 
graduation our students excel academically 
receiving the highest honors possible at insti-
tutions of great distinction. We must continue 

to be part of this mission and communicate 
our successes to one and all.  Please consider 
a Catholic education at Our Lady of the Lakes 
for your children.   
 
During this week our school will be participat-
ing in many activities promoting and celebrat-
ing our Catholic School. We have an excellent 
school here at Our Lady of the Lakes and con-
tinue to work diligently at making it better 
each day. Our proud Laker tradition is second 
to none and has been a beacon of hope to 
the community for a very long time. Please 
encourage your friends and family members 
to make full use of our school and parish. Our 
school provides a solid educational founda-
tion for all children and is Catholic to the core. 
We are proud of our Catholic School mission 
and invite you to take a closer look at the 
school you help support.  
 
Thank you on behalf of the entire community 
of faith and please pray for us. 
Friday, February 3rd, is the feast of St. Blasé. 
On this day I will impart the blessing of 
throats after Mass for all who wish to receive 
it. We will also impart the blessing of throats 
after all Masses next weekend for those who 
are unable to receive the blessing on Friday. 
This information should help everyone plan 
for the extra time needed to receive the bless-
ing if desired. Just thought everyone would 
like to know. 
 
God Bless and have a great week! 
Fr. Scott 
 

Thought for the week: Praise the Maker, it’s 
great to be a Laker! As we teach the Faith to 
our youth we help them become excellent 
servants of The Lord Jesus. 
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We humans don’t truly understand how free we are. 
We exercise our freedom constantly, but we are un-
aware of the weight of the decisions we make. This 
happens constantly – day in and day out. What time 
will I get up in the morning?  
 
Will I get every last second of sleep and then rush to 
get ready for school or work? Or should I get up ear-
lier, for a more thoughtful and well-paced start of 
my day? Will I eat something healthy for breakfast, 
or quick junk food . . . maybe I’ll skip it? What school 
will I attend next year? Who should I work for? Who 
should I marry? Should we have another child? Let’s 
go on vacation. Am I giving enough to the Church? 
The decisions we make are endless, but all of them 
have consequences. Some consequences are big, 
some not. As much as it might drive your spouse 
crazy that you are getting a butter pecan ice cream 
cone – again – instead of chocolate, it won’t shake 
the world. But, deciding the right time to have an-
other baby, and how to make that happen, will rock 
the whole family’s world. Unfortunately, decisions 
like this, that have great moral and personal impact 
on us, and others close to us, are often made with-
out much forethought. Additionally, there are moral 
decisions that we freely make without realizing 
somebody else is affected: the Church. Our moral 
behavior always impacts the greater Christian com-
munity. 
 
The Church is not just an impersonal pile of rules to 
be followed. The Church is God’s people gathered 
into a holy family. Healthy families have rules, laws, 
precepts, codes, whatever you want to call them, 
that are guides to make family life better. Yet, when 
we are feeling “free,” and want to do something that 
the Church says we shouldn’t, the Church starts 
looking like an old, crusty, out-of-touch parent. 
“Poor Church just doesn’t get it anymore.” We’re not 
buddies some days. 
 
This is where the force of our freedom comes into 
play. Life gets heavy because the effects of us exer-
cising our freedom get heavy. St. James speaks in 
some weighty terms when he refers to us as being 
people “destined for judgment under the law of 
freedom.” And, St. Paul says that “for freedom Christ 
has set us free.” The terminology of these great 
saints is complex and deep – and vitally important 
to understand. The freedom that they are talking 
about is not the common, infantile understanding of 
our present age: “I’ll do what I want, because I want 
to . . . and because I can. And you’re not gonna stop 
me!” Whah-whah. Poor baby. Now, grow up. 
Saints James and Paul are talking about freedom in 
its most profound and meaningful sense: the free-

dom to do good – only good. This freedom comes 
only through Jesus Christ. Without Jesus Christ, hu-
manity would have been bound, enslaved, by the 
inability to do the kind of good we must do in order 
to attain eternal life in heaven. This goodness of 
Christ, that is enabled in us, is his divine love. Yes, 
we can do good things as humans. “Hey, he’s a good 
guy. She’s a good gal.” And they might be on the 
road to hell. “She’s a successful politician! He’s a bil-
lionaire! Look, he’s a priest . . . and that one’s a bish-
op! Look at all the ‘good’ they do!” And they might 
be going to hell. 
 
Nobody wants to hear it. I fear for my own judg-
ment before God. But this life isn’t a game. The 
stakes are eternal. The decisions we make – day in 
and day out – have a direct bearing on where that 
eternity will be spent. Those decisions are “judged 
under the law of freedom” about which St. James 
speaks – the freedom to do good, as Christ has com-
manded it – not the freedom to do whatever we 
want. 
 
Critical to the proper use of our freedom to do good 
is to conform to the teachings of the Church. There 
are things that the Church teaches that rub us the 
wrong way. I’ve had my share of those rubs over the 
years. In my bullheadedness, after banging into the 
wall repeatedly, I’ve found the Church to be right. In 
my freedom, I relent to the Church’s teachings on 
those things that I still question. Which brings me 
back to the importance of trying to understand how 
free we truly are. 
 
You are free to abide by the teachings of the Church 
or not. You are free to stay or go. The doors all 
swing out and none of them have bars on them. I 
want you to stay. I pray that you stay. But under-
stand that once you know the Church’s teachings 
and, in your freedom, you choose to believe other-
wise, you’re on your own. We travel this road of 
faith together in support of each other here on 
earth. But judgment before God is one-on-one. 
Jesus Christ is the Truth. May we embrace that 
Truth given us through his Church before we 
stand in front him on judgment day. Jesus has 
done the hard part. We are free to take him or 
leave him. 
 
Grace to you in Jesus Christ, 
Fr. Bob 
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THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30 
8:15 AM        ♱Bob Carignan by Andrea Ames  

                        ♱Robert Alt by David Alt 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31 
8:15 AM        Lvg. & Dc'd Family of Suzanne Navarre  

                       Fr. Scott by Suzanne Navarre 

                                          

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
8:15 AM        ♱Dorothy Rodzik by Ted Rodzik 

                       ♱Jerry Lasinski by Patricia Lasinski 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

8:15 AM        ♱Thomas Zink by The Zink Family 

                  ♱Paul Martell by Karen Romkema 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
8:15 AM        ♱"Oma" Margaret Geisz by Judy Ettinger & 

Family  

                      ♱James Sauve by Wife & Family  

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
5:00 PM        ♱Chris Plonka by Judy DeMaria  

                       ♱Karen Corr by Brian Corr 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 
8:00 AM        ♱Dc'd Mbrs. of Connarn & Mazzaro Families  

                       ♱Teresa & James McEnrue by Mary Kay 

9:30 AM        Parish Family of OLL 

                       ♱Edward Augustyn by Daughter 

11:00 AM     ♱Susan Ogg Yenglin by Doug Ritter 

                      The Jasinski Family by Carm Smolinski  

12:30 PM      ♱Dc'd Mbrs. Bedeski & Scally Families by Mr. 

& Mrs. John Scally  

                       ♱Beverly McDonald by Elisabeth Gallardo  

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
JANUARY 29, 2023 
 

Sunday 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 
5:1-12a 
 
Monday  
Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24; Mk 5:1-20  
 
Tuesday  
Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest 
Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-27, 28 & 30, 31-32; Mk 5:21-43 
 
Wednesday  
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6  
 
Thursday  
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 
2:22-32 
 
Friday  
Memorial of St Blaise, Bishop 
Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc; Mk 6:14-29   
 
Saturday  
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mk 6:30-34  
 
Sunday  
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16 
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We hear today all the rewards of living the Beatitudes.  I suggest this week that you go back and 
read them slowly and prayerfully.  Do you desire these good fruits?  These rewards of the Beati-
tudes?  Of course you do!  It’s a good spiritual practice to start with the reward, the effect of some-
thing, and to let the desire for that reward grow.  The same is true of sin.  It’s a good practice, espe-
cially when one struggles with a habitual sin, to start with the effect of that sin (the negative effect) 
and ask whether or not you desire it.   
 
But today we have the Beatitudes.  And as we ponder the fruits of the Beatitudes, we can’t help but 
conclude that we deeply desire them.  This is a good and healthy realization to come to.   
From there, we only need to add one extra step.  Once we’ve concluded, with a deep conviction, 
that we desire the fruits of the Beatitudes, we then only need to add the first step.  We insert the 
Beatitude into this desire so that we can understand and believe that the Beatitude is good and de-
sirable.  But what about the Beatitudes?  Do you desire… 

To be poor in spirit, to mourn, to be meek, to hunger and thirst for righteousness, to be merciful, to 
be clean of heart, to be a peacemaker, to accept persecution for the sake of righteousness, and to 
be insulted and persecuted and to have every kind of evil uttered about you falsely because of Je-
sus? 

Hmmm, perhaps or perhaps not. Some seem desirous while others seem burdensome.  But if 
these Beatitudes are properly understood in the context of their fruits (i.e., the blessings they pro-
duce), then our desire for the means to that good fruit (the Beatitude) should grow as well. 
Perhaps, today, you can look at which Beatitude is most difficult for you to want and desire.  Once 
you find it, look at the fruit it produces and spend time looking at that Beatitude within that con-
text.  It will help you grow in blessedness! 
 

Lord, help make me humble and meek, pure of heart and merciful, a peacemaker and one who accepts 
any persecution that comes my way.  Help me to receive all with joy and with a longing for Your King-
dom.  Jesus, I trust in You.  https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2020/06/07/beatitudes/ 

 
 
 

Jean, DRE 
 

We invite all to join us 
 each Wednesday at 

 6:30pm for a Rosary with our  
Blessed Mother. 

 
We  will be in the Chapel. 

 
Get Rosary How to’s and more at: 

ollonline.org/rosary 

Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

Amount Needed to Fulfill Budget  $28,500 
Actual Weekly Collection                 $16,744 
Actual under Budget                        $11,756 
  
Fiscal Year to Date 7/1/2022– 1/24/2023 
Fiscal Year Budget – Wk 30       $885,000 
Actual Year to Date                    $784,280 
YTD Amount under Budget      $100,720 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Again we wish to thank all of you who continue 
to give so generously to our Parish. May God 

bless each of you for your gift of sharing. 

OUR PARISH LIFE TOGETHER 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 

If you require a 2022 contribution statement 
for income tax purposes, please contact the 

parish office by calling us at 248-623-0274, or 
send an email to parishoffice@ollonline.org. 

 
Please include your name, envelope number, 

and how you would like to receive it.  
 

Statements should be ready by the beginning 
of February.  

 
Thankyou! 
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Middle School Youth Group 
Open to all 6-8 graders 
• 2/2: Made in His image- The Trinity 

• 2/16: Forgiveness 

• 3/2: Lent/Preparing for Easter 

• 3/16: Suffering 
 
High School Youth Group  
Open to all teens grades 9-12 
We will be meeting on the following dates... 
2/8 
 
Please pray for our teens as we attend the annual RISE conference! 
 
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) 
Ages 21-35 years old: 

• 2/11: Winter Whiteout- RSVP to join us for sledding, skating, and a bonfire at the 
YAM leaders house. 

• 2/18: YAM Retreat. Come for a refreshing retreat centered on new beginnings. This 
is a great way to start the new year and reset your mind and heart. The cost is $15 
dollars and we have limited space, so RSVP as soon as you can. 

 
Contact michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org with any q’s on our youth or YAM ministries. 

 
 
 
 

Knights Korner 
Pope St. John XXIII Council 5436  

Young Adult & Youth Evangelization 
Michelle Konarzewski | michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org 

Upcoming Events: 

 For our MS/ HS groups, scan the QR code to 
join Flocknote, our safe messaging system that 

allows Michelle to communicate back and 
forth with parents efficiently without every-

one being in a group chat. Also attached is the 
YAM QR code to join our GroupMe.  

Middle School 

Highschool 

YAM 

 
Please join the Knights for a 5th Sunday rosary at 2pm on January 29th. 
The rosary will be prayed in the Scriptural Rosary method. As Archbish-
op Vigneron has written, “It is especially fruitful to pray the Scriptural 
Rosary, which makes more explicit the biblical foundations of the mys-
teries.  
 
Fat Tuesday raffle tickets are available after all masses in the back of 
church this weekend. The Fat Tuesday Raffle supports multiple KofC 
charities, including the Global Wheelchair Mission, Clarkston Light-
house Food for Families, Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Drew's Home, 
Ukraine Emergency Relief, and many more!  

Scan here to view our Youth Group Newsletters! 

https://ollonline.org/mens-groups#tabContent_2868386
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Prayer Requests 

FOR OUR SICK 
   Sunny Sky 
   Peg Calkins  
   Brandon Banchiu 
   Sherry Reilly 
   Cathy McGowan 
   Ed Deaton 
   Mason (Cheryl Lang’s great nephew) 
   Nicolas Mersino  
   Margy Campbell 
   MaryBeth Ritter 
   Bill Turnbull 
   Lynn Turnbull 
   Shirley Tersigni  
   Kevin Tersigni 
   Jerry Polidan 
   Tim Wolowiec 
   Michael Miles  
   Rhonda Barron 
   Joanne Townsend 
 
   To add someone to the prayer list please contact 
the parish office.  
 

FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, A F 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 SGT. Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 
   Max Kravetz, National Guard 
   SR. Samantha Sharpe, Navy 
   SPC Vito Salvaggio, National 
 Guard 
    Max Foster Staff Sergeant GT 
   1LT Lawrence Jasinski III
 National Guard Army  
 

 
To update an individual’s rank  

or to add someone to the list,  please contact 
us at the parish office.  

Thomas & Cecilia Searl 
Eric & Emily Stange & Family 

Dan & Cristin Lukas 
Jared Brown 

Scott & Jennifer Rowe & Family 
Jacob Dombrowski 

Amber Irvine 
Paul Pringle 

New Ministry Opportunity! 
 
Would you like to join a friendly group of volunteers who gather to sing 
and respond during funeral masses?   
 
If so, please call Elaine Konczal at 248 673 6834 for more information, or leave 
your contact information for her with someone in the parish office.  
 
Thank you! 



 Next Weekend February 4 & 5 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm  
Fr. Bob 
 

Z. Campbell 
A. Voto 
M. Mullet 

John Arzenti 
Bernadette 
Tomko 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Scott 
N. Asai 
A. Asai 
B. Chesnut 

Terry Zaleski Mark Blaszkiewicz 

Sunday, 9:30 am* 
Scouts Mass Fr. Scott 

S. Redburn 
B. Macka 
E. Powers 

Marty Pariseau  
Veronica Nolan  
Ben Barthel  

Paul & Sandra 
Cloutier 

Sunday, 11:00 am* Fr. Bob 
N. Neiman 
C. Luptowski 
R. Luptowski 

Evelyn Clark 
John & Evelyn 
Clark 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Bob 
M. Schlaud 
J. Schlaud 
G. Donnarumma 

Tom Kendziorski Diane Lowry 

                  *9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live  

Altar Help 

February 2           Group 1:  Felice Schneemann, Anette Kobylarz, Caron Rolinski 

February 9           Group 2: Theresa Johnson, David & Deborah Tardiff 

    Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
 

5481 Dixie Highway 
 Waterford, Michigan 48329 

(248) 623-0274 | Fax: (248) 623-2723 
ollonline.org | Social Media @ollwaterford 

Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 
Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 
Mission Support Director FOP….Maureen Burton 

Director of Christian Service                       Artha Horowitz 
Director of Music Ministry                          Martin Zaporski 
Director of Faith Formation ......................................... Jean Hartman 
Youth Evangelization……………………...Michelle Konarzewski 
Bulletin Deadline ........................................................... Fridays, Noon 
Bulletin Email ...................................................bulletin@ollonline.org 
Parish Email .............................................. ParishOffice@ollonline.org 
Prayer Requests ................................... ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 
Saturday Vigil .............................................................................. 5:00pm 
Sunday ........................................ 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 
Monday through Friday .............................................................. 8:15am 
 
Baptisms 
Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 
Eucharistic Exposition  
 
3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary and 
Benediction at 7:00pm Please sign up @  Tinyurl.com/
ollAdoration3 

 
 
 
 
Choir Wednesday’s at 7:15pm 
 
Faith Formation 
Ages 4/5 ..................................................................... Sundays | 9:30am 
Mondays ............................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 
Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 
RCIA............................................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 
 
Weddings 
Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. Couples 
must attend the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 
 
Registration 
Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 
Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email changes by 
phone or online at ollonline.org/update 
 
Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry .................. 1-888-722-4355 
 
National Domestic Violence Hotline ...................... 1-800-799-7233 

 
PARISH SCHOOL 

5495 Dixie Highway 
Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 
admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 

Principal & Head of School .............................. Jeanine Kenny 
Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 
Admissions Director ................................... Nichole Campbell 

 

mailto:contact@ollonline.org

