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February is upon us; and even though it is 
the shortest month on our calendar, it 
becomes long for many people. In the 
dead of winter, it is often the loneliest 
month the year has to offer. We should 
be aware of this yearly phenomenon in 
order to deal with it more successfully 
through prayer. This is a good month for 
us to reach out and make contact with 
others as well. Perhaps we could make a 
point to reconnect with family and friends 
we haven’t seen in a while. Any effort to 
connect may make this month a little 
brighter inside and more enjoyable 
throughout. 
 
One of the many beneficial things we can 
do every so often is to evaluate our pray-
er lives. This time of year is a good time to 
ask ourselves about our prayer lives to 
see if they are helping us grow spiritually. 
If we are not growing as we would like, 
then we need to seek the assistance of 
the Lord in helping us follow our main 
vocation: being called to holiness by living 
generously for the Lord and others. Our 
prayer lives allow us to listen attentively 
to God and lay the foundation for hope 
and joy in Christ. So, you can see how a 
well founded prayer life that is life-giving 
can help us through months like February 
and other trying times in our lives.  
 
The value of good prayer life cannot be 
stressed enough. Without this founda-
tion, we would be lost and wandering 
about this world aimlessly, void of God’s 
presence. This is what the Apostles knew 
before their first encounter with Jesus. 
After He calls them, and they generously 
respond, they move forward in life with 
purpose, guidance and joy. An encounter 
with the living God, in any form, is truly 
amazing and fulfilling.  Still, this encoun-
ter or request by God can come when we 
least expect it. Our only duty is to recog-
nize the request and respond accordingly 

by leaving everything that blocks our way 
to the Father behind and following Christ 
without reservation. All of this is called 
living in this world with our hearts and 
minds set on the world to come. Once we 
understand this then we can grow in 
God’s Love and live the vocation we are 
called to live! 
 
So, it is a good thing for us to evaluate 
our prayer lives periodically to see how 
helpful and joyful they make us. If our 
typical form of prayer is stifling our 
growth in Christ Jesus, then perhaps 
some variation is in order. We will not 
know the true answer or correct direction 
until we have completed an honest evalu-
ation of ourselves in Christ. Once this is 
done, our prayer lives will blossom into 
the joyful servant God wants us to be; salt 
for the earth and light to the world. 
 
Friday, February 3rd was the feast of St. 
Blaze. On this day we give the blessing 
appropriate to the feast commonly re-
ferred to as “the blessing of throats.” So, 
we are offering the blessing after all 
Masses this weekend for those who did 
not receive it on Friday. 
 
God Bless and have a great week! 
Fr. Scott 
 

Thought for the week:  The Lord is gen-
erous and kind to those who love and 
seek Him! 
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As you read this article, Catholic Schools Week 
draws to a close. Yet, the mission of our Catholic 
schools carries on. In fact, that mission is more im-
portant than ever. Although our Catholic school sys-
tem has existed in the United States for over 200 
years, its Christ-based educational style is urgently 
needed in our country. The drama of living in Ameri-
ca today calls for us to actively do our part to make 
sure that goodness prevails. The problem we face is 
that everyone has their own version what is “good” 
nowadays. Such confusion demands better educa-
tion. 
 
Understanding the true meaning of goodness, and 
what is required of us to be good people, is not as 
simple as it seemed to be only a few years back. We 
are now at a point in history when people feel that 
they can decide for themselves what is “good” on an 
individual basis: “When I decide that something is 
good for me, then it’s good! And don’t bother me 
with your opinion to the contrary!” To make things 
worse, aside from everyone having his or her own 
particular definition of good and bad, people 
change their minds about it on a daily basis: “Today 
I’m a boy, tomorrow I’m a girl. Then again, maybe I 
feel more like a boy . . . whatever.” Or, “I can put 
whatever food or drug into my body, because it’s my 
body . . . until the government tells me otherwise.” 
Then again, “I can destroy life in the womb, or end 
the life of a person enduring great suffering, or kill 
someone who just isn’t valuable to society . . . but 
you sure can’t take my life!” The rules change as the 
days pass. 
 
The rules don’t actually change, though. Truth 
comes from outside ourselves. It is not something 
we each dream up with our imaginations. Truth is 
determined by the Creator of everything, the One 
who established an order to all things. With God’s 
plan in mind, life will be happy and fruitful if we 
commit to live in agreement with the way God made 
things. In this week’s readings for Mass, the Lord 
speaks about submitting to God’s truth. The read-
ings reminds us that life works better when we fol-
low God’s instructions. 
 
Living under the Lord’s guidance, we will change the 
world. By charitably helping to meet the needs of 
the suffering, or by speaking in ways that build oth-
ers up instead of tearing them down, we are a light 
in the darkness of our society. Christ tells us that, if 
we are his disciples, we are the light of the world 
and the salt of the earth. Salt completely transforms 
and enhances a dining experience. (At least it does 
for me!) Also, the presence of light gives us vision, 
and determines whether or not something might be 
possible to perceive or do. Think about the great 

significance of Jesus’ identifying us as light and salt. 
If we only hear this as a cute expression said by Je-
sus to make us feel good about ourselves, we are 
missing the boat. His identification of us as salt and 
light makes big demands of us. Our salt must be 
kept fresh and our lights constantly reenergized by 
the faith we live. 
 
Energizing our lives as Christ’s disciples, to be fresh 
salt and bright light, is at the core of Catholic educa-
tion. Before school age, a child’s first teachers, his or 
her parents, make Christ present through the love 
they give and the words they speak. Then, formal 
Catholic education supplements the teaching of the 
parents. Just as in the home, where family relation-
ships and responsibilities should be motivated by 
Christian values, everything in the school should re-
flect Christ as well. From relationships between stu-
dents, teachers, and staff, to learning academics, 
arts, and athletics, Christ should always be the main 
ingredient in Catholic education. Even something as 
definite as math is a demonstration of the creative-
ness and order of God. God gives purpose to all of 
his creation. If God isn’t involved in education, it’s 
just not Catholic. 
 
The world sorely needs powerful Catholic witness to 
heal its deepening wounds. Healing can come 
through good Catholic education that affects every 
aspect of human life. Certainly, the sacrifices par-
ents make to send their children to Catholic schools 
are substantial. Yet, they bring about good for all of 
us by doing so. It is necessary that all of us stay in-
volved in our children’s ongoing education. We must 
pay attention to what our children are being taught 
– and that it is indeed Catholic. Then, when they get 
home, we must help them live what they have been 
taught. We must bring them to Mass to live the 
Faith, as well. There is too much at stake for us to 
hide our Catholic identity – our salt and our light – 
under a bushel basket. 
 
Blessings in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. Bob 

  

VOILAND’S VIEW 
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THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
8:15 AM        Fr. Bob Voiland by Suzanne Navarre  

                       Annette Kobylarz by Anne Zubalik  

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
8:15 AM        ♱Al Knake of Family 

                       Mary Beth Ritter by OLL SVDP Conf.  

                                          

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
8:15 AM        Fr. Delonnay Ordination  

                       Caudill Family by Anne Zubalik 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

8:15 AM        ♱Dorothy Rodzik by Ted Rodzik

                  ♱Janice Thibodeau by Ann Marie Costello  

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
8:15 AM        Increase in Vocations to the Priesthood  

                      ♱Dorothy Lundberg by Family  

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
5:00 PM        ♱Dc'd Mbrs. of Kerton Family by Diane Kerton                        

♱Emily Zubalik by Anne Zubalik 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
8:00 AM        ♱Roberta Blust by Mike & Pat Hull  

                       ♱Jean Tinson by Family 

9:30 AM        ♱Dc'd. Mbrs.of McMahon Families by Tess 

McMahon 

                       ♱Valentina Skibicki by Bernie Tomko 

11:00 AM     Parish Family of OLL 

                      ♱Valentina Skibicki by Suzanne Grimminger  

12:30 PM     ♱Beverly McDonald by Bill & Carol Mountain  

                       ♱Fred Sechanski,Ferdinand & Catherine Sechanski  

 

                        

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
 

Sunday 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16 
 
Monday  
Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs 
Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 & 12, 24 & 35c; Mk 6:53-56 
 
Tuesday  
Gn 1:20 --  2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13  
 
Wednesday  
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23  
 
Thursday  
Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30  
 
Friday  
Memorial of Saint Scholastica, Virgin 
Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37   
 
Saturday  
Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10  
 
Sunday  
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 
5:17-37 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Ministry Opportunity! 
 
Would you like to join a friendly group of volunteers who 
gather to sing and respond during funeral masses?   
 
If so, please call Elaine Konczal at 248 673 6834 for more in-
formation, or leave your contact information for her with 
someone in the parish office.  
 
Thank you! 
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What is all this talk of salt and light? How are we to be salt to others? Jesus is talking to His 

disciples so He is trying to explain how one should live their life of discipleship. I think we can all un-
derstand the light metaphor; we are to let His light shine in all that we do and say so that others 
can meet Jesus through us. We are to shine in such a way that it glorifies God. His light should shine 
through us in prayer that others will come to know His grace, strength and goodness. Even those of 
us that are broken vessels, His light can and should shine through our cracks and pain; after all isn’t 
that how we get through our brokenness but through His Love? 

 
Like salt, we are to live our life in a useful manner; one which glorifies God and brings others 

to Him. Salt was a necessity in Jesus’ day because it was used to preserve food,  to purify food and 
as a fertilizer. Salt is also essential for life itself; thus discipleship is essential to the life of the 
church. When Jesus says “But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for 
anything…” in this way, salt finds its value by how well it acts and changes another substance. What He is 
saying is if it can no longer act on anything or serve its purpose it is useless. The metaphor is used to 
stress that discipleship is worth only to that which it can influence others towards Christ. When Jesus used 
salt and light as metaphors for His disciples it was a way of showing them the great importance of their 
discipleship.  
 
The same is true today for us...we are charged with the exciting invitation to be His disciples and to 
shine His light and perhaps accompany others on the path of conversion.  
 
 
Discussion Starters from RCL Benzinger 

1.As a Christian witness, I could use a little more salt in . . . 
2. I know I am a light to others when . . . 
3.The greatest challenge I have ever faced in my call to be a light for Jesus was when . . . 

 
 

 
                                                             Jean, DRE 

 
We invite all to join us 
 each Wednesday at 

 6:30pm for a Rosary with our  
Blessed Mother. 

 
We  will be in the Chapel. 

 
Get Rosary How to’s and more at: 

ollonline.org/rosary 

Jean’s Jottings | Faith Formation News 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

Amount Needed to Fulfill Budget  $28,500 
Actual Weekly Collection                 $22,953 
Actual under Budget                          $5,547 
  
Fiscal Year to Date 7/1/2022– 1/29/2023 
Fiscal Year Budget – Wk 31       $883,500 
Actual Year to Date                    $807,233 
YTD Amount under Budget        $76,267 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Again we wish to thank all of you who continue 
to give so generously to our Parish. May God 

bless each of you for your gift of sharing. 

OUR PARISH LIFE TOGETHER 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 

If you require a 2022 contribution statement 
for income tax purposes, please contact the 

parish office by calling us at 248-623-0274, or 
send an email to parishoffice@ollonline.org. 

 
Please include your name, envelope number, 

and how you would like to receive it.  
 

Statements should be ready by the beginning 
of February.  

 
Thankyou! 
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Knights Korner 
Pope St. John XXIII Council 5436  

Young Adult & Youth Evangelization 
Michelle Konarzewski | michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org 

Upcoming Events: 

Middle School 

Highschool 

YAM 

 
 

Fat Tuesday raffle tickets are available after all 
masses in the back of church this weekend. The 
Fat Tuesday Raffle supports multiple KofC chari-

ties, including the Global Wheelchair Mission, 
Clarkston Lighthouse Food for Families, Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary, Drew's Home, Ukraine 

Emergency Relief, and many more!  

Scan here to view our Youth Group Newsletters! 

SCAN BELOW TO JOIN 
FLOCKNOTE 

https://ollonline.org/mens-groups#tabContent_2868386
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Prayer Requests 

FOR OUR SICK 
   Sunny Sky 
   Peg Calkins  
   Brandon Banchiu 
   Sherry Reilly 
   Cathy McGowan 
   Ed Deaton 
   Mason (Cheryl Lang’s great nephew)  
   Margy Campbell 
   MaryBeth Ritter 
   Bill Turnbull 
   Lynn Turnbull 
   Shirley Tersigni  
   Kevin Tersigni 
   Jerry Polidan 
   Tim Wolowiec 
   Michael Miles  
   Rhonda Barron 
   Joanne Townsend 
   Lilly Doll 
   Tressann Smith  
 
   To add someone to the prayer list please contact 
the parish office.  
 

FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 CW3 Jacob Beno, Army 
 Capt Kelsey Beno, Army 
† Jenna Beno died 10/15/12 
 AMN Stewart Blaquiere, A F 
† PFC Damian Bushart, Army, died 11/22/03 
 SSGT Francisco Cantu Caceres, Marines  
 Eddy DeRocher 
 Jacob Dumont. Army 
 SFC Scott Emanuel 
 2LT William Gischia, Army 
 SSGT Dennis Haskins, Jr., Army 
 Dillan Johnson, Air Force 
 Jackson Jones, Army 
 Msgt Justin Jones, Air Force 
 Matt Koetting, Marines 
 Robert Maher & Crew, Navy 
† Sgt. Joseph Martin, Army, died 8/16/18 
 Francesca Meno, Army 
 Karolyn Meno, Air Force 
† PFC Joseph Miracle, Army, died 7/5/07 
 LCP Derek Monday, Marines 
 SGT. Gunnar Ottman, Army 
 Amanda Paczynski, Army 
 Capt. Matthew Richards, Army 
 Katie Rounds 
 CPTN Daniel Schasser 
 Anthony Schmidt, Marines 
 Lt. Col. Nick Strelchuk, Air Force 
 Cory Vaught, Army 
 James Whitlow, Navy 
   Max Kravetz, National Guard 
   SR. Samantha Sharpe, Navy 
   SPC Vito Salvaggio, National 
 Guard 
    Max Foster Staff Sergeant GT 
   1LT Lawrence Jasinski III
 National Guard Army  
 

 
To update an individual’s rank  

or to add someone to the list,  please contact 
us at the parish office.  

Remembering those who have passed 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls 

of the faithfully departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.                                       

   Amen 

Please keep them and their families 
in your prayers 

Amanda Rose Vadalabene 
Clifford & Leigh Czerwinski & Family 

Billy Morrison & Family 
Matt & Laura Spicuzzi & Family 

Michael & Amanda Bates & Family 

Dorothy L. Webber Victoria Kudwa 

BRING JESUS TO THE 
HOMEBOUND! 

 
We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers. If you 
are interested, please call the parish office or 

email michelle.konarzewski@ollonline.org.  
 

Thank you! 



 Next Weekend February 11 & 12 
Time Presiders Servers Lectors Sacristans 

Saturday, 5:00 pm  
Fr. Scott 
 

B. McCarthy 
H. Drouin 
G. Drouin 

Tim Gabrys Tom Brown 

Sunday, 8:00 am Fr. Bob 
T. McGee 
M. Gallmeyer 
E. Asai 

Dan Webster Rob Ratz 

Sunday, 9:30 am* 
 Fr. Bob 

M. Herder 
O. Miller 
M. Gillette 

Jayson Wayman Jim Bruso 

Sunday, 11:00 am* Fr. Scott 
G. Klaver 
H. Schneider 
B. Jiddou 

Lynn Pomerleau Brad Hasenfratz 

Sunday, 12:30 pm Fr. Scott 
V. Soliman 
J. Macalino 
A. Melicor 

Doug Ritter Kristen Suran 

                  *9:30am & 11:00am Masses streamed live at ollonline.org/live and facebook.com/ollwaterford/live  

Altar Help 

February 16           Group 3:  Marilyn Golding, Judy Schmidt, Norma Quintong-Milnes 

February 23           Group 4: Theresa Elliot, Patt Polidan, Courtney Blazevic 

    Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
 

5481 Dixie Highway 
 Waterford, Michigan 48329 

(248) 623-0274 | Fax: (248) 623-2723 
ollonline.org | Social Media @ollwaterford 

Pastor Rev. Scott Thibodeau 
Associate Pastor Rev. Robert Voiland 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Paul Nickels 
Mission Support Director FOP….Maureen Burton 

Director of Christian Service                       Artha Horowitz 
Director of Music Ministry                          Martin Zaporski 
Director of Faith Formation ......................................... Jean Hartman 
Youth Evangelization……………………...Michelle Konarzewski 
Bulletin Deadline ........................................................... Fridays, Noon 
Bulletin Email ...................................................bulletin@ollonline.org 
Parish Email .............................................. ParishOffice@ollonline.org 
Prayer Requests ................................... ollprayerteam@ollonline.org 

MASS & SACRAMENTS 
Masses 
Saturday Vigil .............................................................................. 5:00pm 
Sunday ........................................ 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 
Monday through Friday .............................................................. 8:15am 
 
Baptisms 
Parents must pre-register and attend a Baptism Class. 
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 3:30pm until all are heard. 
Eucharistic Exposition  
 
3rd Tuesday of the month after 8:15am Mass until Rosary and 
Benediction at 7:00pm Please sign up @  Tinyurl.com/
ollAdoration3 

 
 
 
 
Choir Wednesday’s at 7:15pm 
 
Faith Formation 
Ages 4/5 ..................................................................... Sundays | 9:30am 
Mondays ............................................................... Grades 1-8 | 6:15pm 
Family Catechesis……..One Sunday of Each Month|11:00am 
RCIA............................................................................ Sundays | 9:30am 
 
Weddings 
Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. Couples 
must attend the Pre-Marriage Workshop. 
 
Registration 
Register online at ollonline.org/join or stop by the office 
Please notify the parish of all address, phone, email changes by 
phone or online at ollonline.org/update 
 
Project Rachel Post Abortion Ministry .................. 1-888-722-4355 
 
National Domestic Violence Hotline ...................... 1-800-799-7233 

 
PARISH SCHOOL 

5495 Dixie Highway 
Waterford, MI 48329 

(248) 623-0340 | Fax: (248) 623-2274 
admissions@ollonline.org 

ollonline.org/school | Social Media @ollonline 

Principal & Head of School .............................. Jeanine Kenny 
Vice Principal & Athletic Director……..Jared Kullman 
Admissions Director ................................... Nichole Campbell 
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